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WHY BAPTISTS SHOULD PROSELYTISE ROMAN CATHOLICS
AND OTHERS,
A Sermon by thé Pastor.
reathed in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday evening, Dec. 16th, 1923,
' (Stenographically reported), '
“Then Joseph could not refrain himseli before all them that stood by him; -

J
and ke eri every man to t from Agnd there stood no man with
him, wh?l:ﬁoeep'inmnde hhnlelf.k::I:uunto hi:'eirethren."-_-G:uda %: 1. s

T has been announced that my subject this evenibg wm
“Why Baptists Should Proselytise Ronian Catholice and At
Obvigualy, It 18 necessary for us to begin with some dedinjtions.
‘We Gave- fallen upon days whea it ¢ necessary to ask What
we mean by a Baptist. 1 frankly say that there are many pepple -
’ called Baptists with whom I, at least, have absolutely ng fellow-
ID; they are merely Unitarians masquereding under the mame of Baptists.
M not-particalar sbout names. I dearmed whed I was a boy that it doed
-y muoh difference what people call you: it is what youn really

counts.  That .is a very useful lesson for any minister to learn;
% is about his Master's business, he will be likely o be caled
mﬂﬂlgheis gbout his Masber's W , it will not dis

in the least, Now, what do we mean by ptist”? [ pan

ased

: wea one who belleved the Bible to be the Wdrd of God. \And
WAy does pot helieve the Bible to be the Word of God, whoever he
Ass g right to be called a Baptist. He may be presideni of a university,
'S Ieofessor, of the pastor of & church; dut if he does nat helieve this Bible
% the ingpired and infalible Word of God, be has denled the soutce from
hlﬂ&m Mstory springs. The most ipconsistent man ln the worM,
A judgment, is & man who calls himeoM  Baptist and dentes the tnspira-
,.lm autharity of Scripture; because there o no reason lefti for exist-
..t"ﬁ Baptist chureh i the Bible be not tme. 'We pmctl‘se,m?o
You witneesed to-night because we find it in the Book; bk, it the Book
anthority, why practise it? Why divide the number of thosp who are
Chrigtians if this Book has no authority? A Baptist W of the
Believes implicitly in the divine Inkpiration and authority of this Holy

in t place, a Baptist believes in the essential Delty of Jesm
He r:::n?mz comparison of Jesus with mere men. n!gwm have
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ng the . I you beliews
man was'created in God’s tmage and
ret estate; and that Jesns Christ ¢
{0 the ltkoness of God. Thus men
: rocess of religions education et
Baptists have always belleved the Scrdpture

“Hxcept & man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Baptists have always belloved that “Christ dfed for our sins, eccor
to the scriptures”; that His death upon the Orass was not merely an axemj
death, was not the consummation of a eublime example, but that He sufl
for our sins, “the just for the mnjust, that e might bring us to ¢
He d¢led instead of us—our substitute. Baptists have always delieved In
vation through the blood. They bhave believad that Jesus Christ is the
priest we have; and they have glorfed in this principle—the «ight of
individual believer to have direct access to God through Jesus Christ our !

I understand there are some Baptists who do not belleve in meking
verts of Roman Catholics. let me warn you, however, never {0 juds
man by what the newspapers say of him; perhaps b did not say whe
is reported to have eald. Now, I am not going ¢o say anything unkind a
newspaper reporters. Reporters are not always to blame; sometimes |
the man in the editorial cheir. But I do say this: that it is a pity that 1
pepere cannot appreciwbe the Importance of the subject of relglon
they want to get an Interview from a minister of the gospel, they st
send a man who understands something of the subject of enguiry.
usually send a man to report a baseball match who understands basedal
would be useless to send me; nobody would understand who had wod
reported. My friend, Dr. Laws, the ‘Editor of the Weatchman-Examine
New York, told me this story, and I pass it on. & told it to some newe]
men only last week. He safd: .-

‘A young fellow called upon & certain Bishop in New York on & £
day afternoom, and he introduced himsell as the representative of o &
pewspaper in that city. He had been sent to get & neport upon whi
Bishop was to say the next day. “Well, now,” the Bishop eall, U »
quite snre what I am golng to say yet. I whaR speak exibtemporapeoul
havent it all in manuscript form; and T am afreid I obligo
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. was
sistent that at ghop sajd, “Well, you seem: to de rather 4 nioe
chap; and you sre evidently determinad to attend ¢o business.. { y
I can help you. Will you be seated?” " He ¢ook some paper, and as be
the pen in the ink, he said, “How long have yon been a ™
weoks only. 1 am rather new.” “Then you are ready ¢o learn some
sald the Bishop. “Now, supposing you were sent to veport a 49
how would yon begin?” *“Oh,” sald the younmg man, * ~would neve
me an important assignment like that!”

That, too often, fs the newspaper estimate of the valu
Imdm-mtwmuymmdsmbywhmwm-otw‘
newepapers, either Pro or con. Inemynnt.bewtcosoodaami
is; he may oot he hal so bad. Youhadbeﬁersottoknnw-mw‘
1 had rather an amusing experience last week. 1 bank
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i ‘r

'plll and!ead&todwtellm"ﬂonldyonsivemeanm
aolla.r ‘addrebeed e by ndme cordially, and eeid, “The next
et down, Mr. Shields.” "1 satd,""Howdid you know me?” “Oh,” hesatd—and
the moinent ‘his fave rather cloided, in recollecuon of the padt—he eald,
was very much’ prejudleed against you until I went to. Jarvis Street one

“when' it "luvasabomtosodowntonmnaxt
when he:esld, ‘q:toldon! (lwﬂlsetuforyon." -

T I say; there aré some Baptists ‘Who are sométimes repmentad as havms
Fmﬂe conviction that they do not want to make converts. 1 frankly confees
qo, not only of Roman CatboMcs—now lét us be happy and
ethodists, and you "Presbyterians;—d would like to muke Baptists of
axyone of you! You see; 1f 1 thought the Methodtsts were right, T would
the Methodists; £ I thought the Presbyterians srere right, 1 wouM join
Presbyterians; and if I thought the Episcopal Church wete the only
mrch, T would seek “holy orders” there. But 1tls-becauﬂelammethay
all wrong, and because 1 believe the Word of God. teaches the very thing
saw tonight, as well as the body of principtes for which Baptiste have
rically atood, that 1 would dke ¢o make Baptidts of yon all. 1 rejolce
many Roman Catholics have come in here and have been converbed.
, woe belleve Roman Catholice need to be converted—and a lot of Baptists,

v Now, why should this old-fashioned sort of Baptist, that I have described,
sk tp win converts to the faith, as he understands it, from the Roman Catholfc
mrch? Wherein does Roman Catholicism differ from Evangellcal Chrls-

tY?

L

' Thé Roman Oatholic Ohurch belleves in God The Roman Catholc Churoh-
Bl has & God; that is something to its credit. I read in one of the papers
srday ‘a little article which I cut out. A certain Professor of Psychology
speakring of Thanksgiving Day—Professor Leuba, of Bryn Mawr Oollege dn
United States—and this {8 ‘what he says:

- . ‘"Of the sense of a real, immediate dependence upon a personal

divinity, there remain in Christian states but a few pitiable rem-

nants. In the United States the meost conspiouous one s the

yearly proclamation of a Day of Thanksgiving, by which the mem-

- bers of the nation are called upon to return thanks to God for the "’
. 8ood that has fallen to their lot and that of the country during the .

year.. [From an expression of gentine belief this cusbom has be- -

come ‘a, tradition, objectionable beciuyse it diverts the attention

of man from thoge factors of prosperity which he can control to

those he cannot. It were beiter instéad that we should be taught

to realize.our dependence. upon each other and the gratitude we

OWwe to.the milllona. who strive, often in material and moral dais-,

tress, dn order to build our, material and splrltaml prosperity.” = ' "

¥t professor would not be, allowed to teﬂch in a Roman Catholie col-
' ﬂld he ought oot o he allowed to teach fn qny collego that is called
1, - The qu&thouccmmwnhaaaood 'm:emmme_
Whlch have no God left. . .
0 Roman Catholic Church does Mt deny the divine lnplmuou of the
B (Idonotmytorﬂ:emomqntwhatmthaymakeofﬁham

N &“But the Roman. Catholie Church, as guch, never takes the position

ernists take with respect to the Bidle.

L% Romdn Qatholic Charch does sot deny the virpin birth ofﬂhrm
b o0 1t speaks of Mary as “the mother of God.”

The ‘Homan Catholic Church does not deny the doctrine of the essential
\ ORrist. There are no Unitarians in the Roman Catholic Church; it be--
e 2 God; it belleves the Scriptures are the Word of God; it bellevas that
rist was and 18 the Incarnate God. oo

e, Roman Catholic Church never denies the fact of stn—the scriptural

*© that “all have sinned and come short of ‘the glory of God.” The
Catholic Churob does not minimize sin; it -teaches its people that sin
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i3 a3 reality, and: that punishment 13 syre.. The Roman €atholic Church
not deny the acriptural doctrine af judgment, that there 8.2 place Whey
“their worm shgl] not die; neithar shall their five be quenched.”

Once again: the Roman Catholic Church does not deny that “Ohrist iy |
Jor our sins gcoording to the scriptures.” The Roman. Catholie Charch in g
theology gives: a.large place to the Blood of our Lord Jesus Ohrist. . ‘

“Well,” you say, “that is fine.” Yes, it iz fine as far-as it-goes. I "t
80 farther and say, with respect to these doctrines which I have enpm
thit the Rojndn Catholic Churéh s perfectly orthodox according to the
tural standard: it believes the Bihle to he the Word of God; it believes i tiy'
Deity of Ohrist; it belleves in the fact of sin; it delleves we have redemptin
through the blood of Christ. And, If that bé so, muich ds to'be gald in favourq
the Roman Catholic Church. - ) - 8

Now,.yon Protéstants, what did you expect of met  You expected me fs§
begin with a denunclation of Roman Catholiclsm. L6t us be fair. Let as tn §
to get the other man’s polnt of view. Let us discover what he balieves u §
well ae what be does not delieve. 1 frankly-say, that if T hiad to choossfs
tween being a Modernisi—denying the inspiration of Scripture, denying th
Deity of Christ, denying the blood atonement, denying all religions authorlty
and being 8 law unto myself—and a Roman Catholic, I wonld rather bey
Roman Catholic any day. I can understand how amid—I venture to antl$
pate what I shall say in a moment—1 can understand how amid all the daf
ness and superstition of Rome, men may somehow or another find their wy
to Christ and be saved; but this damnable philosophy that has taken possessi&
of our schools, that robs us of the Bible as God's Word, of Jesus as the Ine
pnate God, of the Cross as the means of atonement-—leaves us without sy
religion at all; it plunges us into the darkness; it leads us straight on e
way to agnosticlsm, and ultimately to infidelity. I wish I could arouse (i
pecple to see that in many puipits to-day the very doctrines of hell are el
promulgated; that the crown is taken from the brow of Christ; and evs
tundamental of the Christian faith is being denfed. If that be true, why s
to make converts from Rome? ' )

.

How are thé benefila of Ohrisf's redemptive work to de mediated to (4N
.ginnerf The Church says, “The Bible is the Word of God; Jesus 18 the &®
of God; the bléod 15 the way of salvation.” (But how ls the poor sinne? N
came to Christ? And immediately the Church stands between the sinmer
the Savionr. and says, “You cannot get any of it except through the Cbar
it constitules itself a middlemian, and shats off 'all human conmunies
with God exécept throngh the dppointed priests’of the Church. Lot me ex
The Churéh éays, “The Bible 18 the Word of God; but you cannot under¥sy
it; you must come to us to know what it means” It denies the right o
vate intefpretatioiis. .Hence, it teaches that it is dangerous to put the Bible 2
the hands of the common people, because they ¢anmot tnderstand §-
Church aiust interpret the Scripture. Jesus is the Son of God; but yos ¢
even get to Him but through Mary. She multipHes mediators and gil®
obstacles between the seeking soul and the 8aviour. The cm_mh.:‘
preaches the redemptive power of the blood; but how dre you to gel.
blood? Through the sacrifice of the Mass in the hands of the priest,
Church stands between the poor bahkrupt einner add the Savionr who 1% g
sinners, and says, “You cannot have salvation except through the ‘
Churth preaches the duty of ‘confession of sih—not cintéaston to God pro
"bat confession to a nidn who iz supj to be God’s “rep:esentaﬁ
Church preaches the possibiiity vf sbsolution, of tite of s
not forgiveness granted by God oiitright; bat forgiveness ot the lipa Y
The Charch preaches the doctrine of reiributien; it has added to tb
tural doctrine of final awards—the doctrine of purgatory. And what o
done with it all? 8hke hos foken every single doctrine of the grace of pis &
made merchandise of it! She stands between.the poor sinhér and o
and says, “It was all true back there—the Tecord of aln and redel?"
we have a monopoly of it, and yon can have it only st oux price.” ~
mean of course that it is put thus, in so many wopds; but.this is the

effect of sacramentarianism. '
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Joseph left his father, went down into Egypt, and was numbered with the
ssord, having been -0l for sflver. He was a seer, a prophet; by the
divine wisdom given him he made preparation for the years of dearth. He
filled the storehouses until he left off numbering them; and when the years
of dearth began t6 come, Joseph opened all the storehouses, and they came
from all lands unto Joseph to buy bread. When they came down to Bgypt
there was one word of direction given to all, “Go unto Joseph; what he saith
to you, do.” And when at last the'sons of Jacob came with their empty sacks,
they passed by all Pharaoh's officers, all Joseph's subordinates, and they came
into the presence of the governor himself. They heard his word; and from
him they received the fatness .of the land. ' :
- INow, I say, the reason why we should seek converts from Rome is simply
this: We know that it is the privilege of every one to take this Holy Book,
and on bended knee and under the illumination of the Holy Spirit to read
and understand for himself. Blessed be God! we do not need the Church to
tell us what it means. I can find you many an unlettered man and woman,
who can scarcaely do more than read the Book, who knows far more about the
secrets of the lLord than many a bishop, than many a professor: “Thou hast
hid thesé things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes,” Why should we make converts from Rome? ‘We ehould push past
the priest, and the dishop, and the cardinal, and the pope; and we shounld get
at the souls of men, and say, “Hear what God says for yourself.”

But ¢o return to my story. It is too long to tell you in detail, bat it will
come to your mind. At last, when “Joseph could not refrain himself before
all them that stood by him, he cried, Cause every man to go out from me.
And there stood no man with him while Joseph made himself known unto

. his brethren.” That is an illustration of the cardinal prinkciple of Evangelical
. Christianity—the privilege of the individual soul to come into the presence
f of God Himself, and to hear the Word at His lips. My dear brethren, let us
 teach the humblest man and woman and boy and girl that it is possible to
. read and understand God’s Holy Word; that our Joseph says, “Cause every
man to go out from me. et Me talk to that little girl about her soul’s sal-
¥ wvation. Let Me téll her that her sins, which are many, are all forgiven.” 1
went to see a little girl last week who was only six years of age. Her father
L and mother are missionaries in Africa; and she bad been left at home in the
tars of Christian friends. I asked her about the great fundamentals of the
‘faith, and I found she was learned in the things of God. It was beautiful to
hear that little child say, “Why, we are saved through the blood.” She under-
She was not repeating what she had been taught like a parrot; but,
iaght of the Spirit of God, she had learned the secret of the 1ord. And many
% man and woman has learned that same thing from God’s Holy Weord. “And
aph said unto his brethren, Come mear to me, I pray you. And they came
, And he sald, ] am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.”
#q they were troubled at his presence. , . s
And that is exactly what Jesus does: “I am Jesus who died for you. Come
r to me, I pray thee” We may hear His Word for ourselves. My dear
pends, wé have not to get to Jesus throngh Mary. Do you see how the Roman
Mtholic Church has made merchandise of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth,
 the Deity of Christ, of every single doctrine of the 'Word of God? It has
06d its hand upon it, clalmed a monopoly of it, and said, “You can have it
Y0u pay our price” And instead of salvation being the free gift of God’s
inding grace, it {5 made to be a salvation of works—works—works, all the
8, in this lite, and down into purgatory, and up out of it. ‘We have not to
Ut for the word of absolution from human lips; we get it from the Lord
Mgelf. Surely, dear friends, some of us know the joy of this. ‘We have
W8 1o avall ourselves of the ever-efficacious blood of Christ. And the Church
“You may have it through the Mass. You can receive salvation only
o, at the hands of the appointed ministers of the Church.” I declare to
=% 1t d3 abeolutely contrary to the teaching of Scripture. The blood once
% atoned for our sins. The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper is not a sacra-
2ot at all: it is & memorial feast. Belleving in the blood, knowing that I
Saved, T gimply take the bread and the wine and do this in remembrance
i%m. It 48 not @ sacrament: it ig an ordinance. ¢t does not confer grace:
k™ but an evidence of grace. And so of the ordinance of baptism. Baptism
#° 2ot gave you, by whomsoever it 18 administered; it is faith in the Lord




T e e ———

e

o A

e

"~ v

I e N 1 -

s ol
Cwb’?ﬁv#*r NP

W 4 R g

.-

P

» .

6 _ THE GOSPEL WiTNgsds -~ ..

Jesus Christ-and’ that slone that davey i_:hev::mf and ‘Bépeism 12 God's Way

: o:-tnemmmaum,-gnd" hat, after a,n,m the work of the Refo
! o} . the .ecclediastiosl  middiomas. .

Catholic Church in its dogmas ts?bb‘l;tq b8 ul a8 th:‘i hoy .oF 'glf{u‘:.; e

-]

:

at the hotel dining-room door and takes yomr hat for ten
could hang it up as well yourself. I have learned to leave my hat in
when I am staylng in a hotel. But he o 8 th
that arrogates to itself divine power, and dares to stand bétween. the
God. 1 urge you, dear friends, to prociaim that great truth.- T think if &
body were to’ whisper o .you to-night, “I know ¥¢ 4t in
something. I know. where that is manufactured, and I kpow that
from the manufacturer through the bands of several agents :
t0. you; .every one of whom will take gome toll; and by the tima. it 4
you it will cost you fifty per cent. more than the manufacturer .gets fo
I can ‘tell you how I can short circult the whole business; I ean take
around behind, and get you to the wholeealer, and get that article for you
the exact price the middleman pays for it.” I think you, Wonld',sanl ﬁl
take me to that gentleman.” In commerce, In many cases, ‘thase middle
do a perfectly logitimate business. I am talking to a lot of you to-night,
I am not disturbing your business. But in the matter of the soul's rela
ship to God, there 43 Hut one Medlator between God and man—and the
the Man, Christ Jeaus. I feel llke saying to anybody—I do not care whe
it {s & Roman Catholic priest with all his ecclesiastical pretensions, qr whe
it 1s 8 modern professor with his clalmg of scholarehip—whoever he is
says that I cannpt understand what d read, “Get out of my way.  am 8§
to Christ mysell...I dény any gm.n's.;l@.t to intercept me. I am goin
push my .way by faith'to God, Ut is my right to deal with Him.? .

.. It 18 aboyt time we-were getting back to that old evangel, don’t you th
Don’t yon know there pre iens of thousands of people in this eity, troul

breaking hearts, who need this gimighty Saviour? They need to be

can ind Him in their own rooms, that they can talk to Him whes
are. £hall we preach the gospel? You see, therefore, I delong to

. oid-fashiomed school. . |

: to: say to you who are not Christians that réceiving salv
{5 just as simple as my story. There s the great governor, and the men «

w him. They wonder who -he is. ., “He sesms to knt
much about. us. He put us all round ahout his table, sand be put us &
order of birth, and dealt with us as though he had known us from the!

. st
gpoke to: the he:l?-m consctence nt«h:ha‘AMe Panl @ire Hn‘%dt:
that Jesus was alive.- And instantly he- aded, ¢ what,;

me to 407’ And that da conversion. . All I'cap :’ommmm sl
anybody else can do-ig to tell :you the story; Jat in gonversion thil
takes place: The Governor says, ‘(lanse eyery mnAp .40 .g0.

our Jesus stands alone when He makes -Himsel? known to, Hig byeth
introduces Himself; God, the Holy Ghost, touches. the dead coul, and
again; the miracle is wrought; the new dirth is accomplished; oM th
sway, and all things hecome new. There is 8 new ereation by the
God, which liveth and abideth for ever. :

s

-
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Himself. - —~——-- - s -
Have you heard Him speak? Is there somebody here to-night who
vy-laden, burdened?—it may be some Roman Catholic friend?
offend you. I have gald, eve ng J ¢an.ip fayonr of
t mistake s, that it stands in the way of your access to God; and 1
ask you to put that aside, and come directly to Him, with all your sin,
r burden, and our Joseph will forgiyve you. 1t is just as
forgave them instantly, the mofhent they came to himr; so shal
ou. ' In this place, many a man, many a woman, has Deen saved sittl
pew without coming forward; they only eame forward to. coufess i
) no reasen why you should not, sitting right where you are, just let
€0 up from your broken heart, “God be merciful to me a sinner”;
stantly you shall be justified; all your sins ghall bre forgiven. ‘Do ¥
to see the priest?’ No; you do not need to- sec anybody. Just teld
God, and He will save yon. That is His way of doing it.

And then I want to say, not only to Roman Catholics, but to others:
has come, dear friends, when we need to give less attention to namea.
ve sald again and again, I do not care whether you call me a Baptist or
I have told my brethren, “If you empty the word Baptist of all it origin-
meant, I will stand by the primciple, and you can have the name” Nos,
are gome of you who are called Methodista, and you are standing by the
-The thing you are standing for is not Methodism at a]l; it is not the
Wesley stood for. I do not know what some of you are golng to
ys of Church Union, where you are going to find a4 home. You had

o back to God’s Word, and let God speak to you. Do not Msten to -
her, or to any other preacher, if what he.says s not supported by what
this Book. If you have not s Bible, we will give you one. . ¥
say last night, “If anybody has not a Bible and cannot afford

2 them one and charge it to me.” But if you have a Bible, res

: it a8 well as anybody else. 'You can read the third

John, and you can find.out what it is to be saved as well as any .

can tell yop. And when you ayeé saved, find out what the

L be baptized anless yon find it in the Boolk; but it

. 1t
pul is saved. Everybody must go out and our Joseph must talk to
- chae - . - _
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St T “Hi8 8TAR.” s
) Hh;mr- Thlatsanewkmmge Wehwve.bewdatammlm
weo wpeak- oﬁhiohoue. his radiroad, his mines, hie millions; we have read
kings, of 'therﬁ- “armis, thetr jewels, their crowns, and thelr Eihedoms; !
whumaaterotmﬁwonaormmarchotmencanspemkof ‘Kgss!ar’? Wi
manmer of child {s this? Why. “His star”? “All things were made by Hh
"He made the stdrs also.,” Why His? They speak of Him: . “The heaw
declare the glory of God.” But which is “His star”’? They ame all His: ©
telleth the number of the stars; He calleth them ahl by thelr names.” T}
why not “His stara"? Of all these eparks from the diving apvil, thepe tn
ments ¢hat rematn from the cutting of the foundatian gtones of the s‘oldqm
graveless city, of all these myriad gems scattered like dust of diamonds oM
floor of the Bternal's workehops, where “the clouds a.\'emm:.otmafa
which 18 “Hie etar”? Can anyone identify tt?

The wise men sald: ‘“We have geen His star.” Perbhaps thoyca.ntannbl
They were astrologers; it was their epectal work to “consider the heaved
Wap it a new star, or was it one of the ever-shining worlds which hadt a ®
meanlug and missfon because they who considered the heavens had been ght
new sight? Nature needs mot to go out of her way to lead to Jesuns. “1
gtars in their courses dought against Sisera;” but “in ithelr courses,” wit
leaving their appoteted track, they light the way to Bethlehem and the EA
“Tihere is one glory of the sun and another of the atare; for one gtar differ
from another gtar in glory.” “The Lord apeneth the eyes of the blind.” .
wm give grace and glory”—subjective grace for objective glory, ¢he opd

andyoaéer—-‘!ﬂdaw When“t.hswmtertspmummmmovoﬂ
gone theﬂuwemappearonmaearm the time 't the singing ‘df birk
comp, and the valce of the turtle is heard in our lapd, all buf the physe
bMnd and deaf have compﬂimanmryuokotstohmmmsopeniuxwﬁ
she has only & small andience: aomanyhnveeyeawmmt.mdw
hear not. The same {8 true of epiritnal hamnoniea of sonhd tmd sight—
the wise men see “His star.”

in the firmament of truth there are many stare, buithmlsm"’
omwmmmayslmmmwermgmw

. it the Bible. It 18, in a pecullar sense, 'Blostar”-—f‘a&&ghttmwﬁ‘

dark place.” But thousands whomcaﬂdeeoﬂé!mveW'
¢he Bible. They have seen the cover, and the pages, undtheool&tﬂ&
know something of the mere grammar of the text; but they have naver !
the Bible. Only the spiritzally wise men see “His star.” There are-

vivisoctionists whose favourite subject 18 the Bible. They call themef
“sahotars,” and think they know all about the Book because they have O
in pleces; while the fact 18, they are as ignorant of the bemyandf‘?
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d:drﬂtbjm,es the hlind man fs of the briliance of the gtars: they have ne
nkﬂmalqnallﬁestﬁntor thetr work; only the wiee men spe “His star.”

"We*hgw sgen His star in the east and are come to worship. Him"—that -
is the proot of the vision, a changed life. ‘Many. profess to kmow gll abowt the
stars; they know the course of every plamet, the irack of every little world ob
Hght—but they do not come to worehip. They know the path of the star hetter
then the long, weary road to Bethlehem. You know the people I mean: thelr
admiration of Nature's beauty does nat make their own human nature any
more beantiful. Or they are lovers of the Bible. They read it? And believe
it? Of counse! How they love the truth—with their heads! How they mea-
sare everybody by it—but themselves' How its light is made to ddd:pw
everybody's shn—exoept their own! They have seen the star, bat thqy do not
come to worship.

There are those Who love & religion of stars. They believe in @ rei
of culture: they are stargagers. What connedtion, say they, cam there be
between a star and a stable, betwéen a Monarch and a manger? They can
exalt themselves above the stars of God, but carnot humble' themselves 40
worship. You have never seen a lLily if you have not learned to rust; you .
bave never “considered the heavens” if you have pot been humbled by Divipe .
visitations. You have never really seen the Cross it it has not broken yomz
heart and made you worship the Crucified.

‘“They departed into their own country another way.” And "“His star” led
them to the place where they saw the Child—that was the turning polnt, that
waB conversion. They saw “His star,” they walked “ancther way.” You have
never really seen “Hip star” if the vigion has not cha.naeda your lite, if you are
tot Hving “ancther way.” This is the message of C.hrtst:mas. ’

“A MERRY CHRISTMAS” TO YOU.
. Divested of all superstitious trappings, Christmas means that a large part
| ©f the world has long believed that the Son of God Is come. That is a gaa of
% {nestimablo dmportance. The true believer may turn Christmas to good account
for the copfirmation of faith by the reflection that centuries of Christian testi-
. ony and of Christiam history uﬂbemamhimlngmemsdomofmm
Thus, wlth renewed confidence we may still tell the children t.he ston of
te Babe and His Virgin Mother with ail ita beautiful accompaniments of sing-
ing angels and wondering wise men, and worshipping shepherds. . it is peculiarly
children’s season because on the first Christmag morning God smiled apon
e world through baby eyes.
80, alsq, ought it to be the season for kindly deeds and generous glﬂ.s. n
'hachmuoduvetomnms greatest Gift. This is a cold world.
little children—@God bless them!—in their lnnocence they come to ns Hke
3 TS from the heavenly gardens—still they are cruwded among the cattle, But
Qe Babe came to make room for other little children dn the Inn! What inn?
A8 the yndirect result of His coming they are received in cradles instemlot in
 manger. But the Babe came to 4o much more than open & way from the
mﬂe %0 the inn. That is the scope of that human effort called “social service.”
4 Babe came to open a path from the stable to His own Heavenly Home, for
1 m"'lothers and fathers, and for all babes of mothers born.
Yes, and it is fitting that Christmas should be observed as a time of family
n. Some of us remember how we turned home again slways at Ghrlsfmu
40 easily forgot that we were no longer childrep. Now, alag, for lpp,ny the
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centre of the home'is gone. But the Babe came to make the diyine ‘fami)
complete.. Weo 'read of one who was long absent, bat after many 4 bitte
experience ‘of want, tarned hs weary steps and wearler ‘heart toward home
And though he &ad not written to-say he was eoming. his father eaw hix
‘“while he was yet a mat way off.” And when he came home “they began t
be merry.” Yes, it was the Babe Who told the matchlesa atory, for He eun
to make His Father’s house ring with merriment at last.

Some mothers and fathers w&hbe lonsly this Christmas -ume——oh. 8o lonely
And children, too, will mdurn for vne who was Santa Claus every diy of th
year. But he will not come this year! It may be' father, or mother, or &iste
or drother, but the 1ast train 18 ln, and the Christmas dinner must be eaten'wit
one member of the family absent. - Nor will that loved one ever sit agaln mt th
family board until the Babe shall come again!

But He will come again. “They are dead which sought the young cmm
life.” Some day all murder and hatred, and envy and all forms of eelfishness
and whatsoever loveth and maketh a ie will have passed away—and the Bad
will be the centre—though not then a Babe, but an infinitely glorious Bride
groom—of a completed household in a sinless, painless, tearless, deat.hleai
shadowless City, and with all the familly baving come home to stay wo, ehal
keep the Christmas feast through all eternity. Hnllelujah!

. THE WHOLE BIBLE 8.8. LESSON COURSE.
' LESSON Xiil. DECEMBER 30, 1923.
JOSEPIH HATED AND REJECTED—Gen. 37. 39. 40.

Our Lord Jem sald concerning the Scriptures, “They are they whie
testify of eme.” In the study of-the Bible, therefore, 'we must always find ow
way 40 Chrigt. As the New Jarusalem meeds no candle, nefther lght of &
Sun to ehtne in ft, because the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb i
the Light thereof; ro the entire Bible 1& lighted ap by the face of Chrigt. A
aipong all the 4ypes and iMustrations of the character and ministry of &b
Lord Yesus, perhaps there is not one witich has greater {lluetrative vatue the
the ltfe story of Joseph.

1. We may regard Joseph, first, as a Type of Christ in His Subatitutionaf
Work for Sinners. 1. Joseph was like Christ in that he loved righteousué
and hated infigutty, and therefore was annointed with the ofl of gladness abot
his feltows (Psa. 45: 7; Heb. 1: 8, 9). This, we beleve, 1s the exjilanation’
Ch. 87:' 8. Jozeph was mot a malicious taledbéarer, but sought to save !
brethren from their sine. 2. He was llke Christ, also, in that he wag grest
beloved of his father (ve. 8, 4). There is a point of contrast here, hows¥!
Christ was more than a favourite Son; He was born asnootherwasbom.'
is described as God’s only begotten Son. 3. Like Christ, Josemxhadsw
xnowledge by means of his visioms and dreams of his own drlvlnebr appoidl
pre-eminence (va. 611). 4. On all these aocounts, like Christ, he waa env!
and hated of his brethren. Jealousy is the crueliest of alt buman passio
The Jews had a legend thet it was when Satan tearmed that God designed
make & man m His own ¥mage and bring him to the throne, ¢hat he made ¥
in heaven. Thus jealousy woald appear to be the mother of ail miquity-
Joseph was sent of his father to seek the welfare of his bretbren. Thus, ¢
sent mot his Son imto the world to condemn the workh, but that the Wi
¢hroegh him might be eaved” (vs. 1317). 6. While engaged on his e

of mercy, those whose @ood he sought conepired to kil him, and sold hif?
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gliver. MWMM&MM otonr.lmdm (va. 18-28)
Jacob wap Imea.vd of his welideloved, and Joseph was separated from his
father. inardeeperwdmommibhmu.dneﬂectedamﬂonbetwm
mmmmmwmawec and whereas Jacob tmngmedahism
to be dead, God the Pather saw Him die.. &Jmemendmdamwrm
popularity and prosperity in the house of Pofiphar. So also in the earthly
ministry of Christ, there was a time when men ¢ried, “Hosanna in the highest!”
(Ch. 39: 16). 9. Joseph, iike his great antitype, endumed and reeistod tempis-
ton (Ch. 89: 7-20). 10. Like Christ, Joseph was numbered with the trans-
gressore. Jesus was made under the law to redeem them that were under tire
law. It was by entering into the prmeJonphbmhxmﬂ:yhme
captives. 1. Here, t00, Joseph exercised the office of the propbet in the in- -
terests of his fellow-prisoners. We must not -torgst dImt wiiide our Lord came
to dle “The just for tha unjust to dring us to God". He was a Propnet as ‘well
asa Priest. He is the Truth, as well as the Way and the L‘lte. We are to glve
beed, therefore, to His propbetic teaahtnc
II. The story of Joseph may be studied As Affording an Exampla to All
Who Would Do the Will of God, Even as Our Lord Jesus, Who, in addition to
making atomement for our sins, left an example, that we should follow in His
‘eteps. 1. Joseph in his relatioms to his brethren, like Chrigt and (Hie followers
in relation to the world about them, was hated. Wie cannot testily against
ovil without incurring the wrath of evildoers. 2. In seeking the welfare of
others, Joseph encountered only the opposition of those whose good he sought.
So. 100, Peter and John -(Acts Chs. 3 and 4) were persecuted and prosecuted for
“the good deed done to the impotent man.” So will it elways be. 8. Tt 18
fnapiring to observe that God's kinge cannot be put down. Even the prison
by His providence 1s made but @ half-way house to the palace. 4.'A good man
<an be destroyed only by his own departure from righteousness. False acousa-
tons cannot permanently injure a true man (Psa. 87: §, 6). 6 The most
edverse conditions only multiplled Joseph’s opportunities for eervice. Thus
#fficnlties are made for drue men to overcame. €. Jogeph’s woret enemies
 ware providentially compelled to minister to his bighest good So will jt ever
l ' de with God’s chosen: 'Porlweknowﬂl&taﬂmnsswomtowherhﬂlm
E that iove God, $0. them that are the called, acoording to nig pnrpme." o

oo
aew

A GREAT TIME FOR -rue GOSPEL WITNESS. ... ;. .
Subdcriptions have been pouring in. 8o also have apprdciative letters: \WG
fhoudd Mke 40 reply to every ome-of them, dut the Editor, with the pastorate
"o @ graat church on his hands, the production of this paper (it is not large,
‘Wt the Biitor has mare originel material to write ¢han the Bditor of sey
Weekly paper fn Toronto, most of whom give their entire time to their pavers),
tnd, begides ell this, the Presidency of ihe Baptist Bible Union of North.
; , involving a voluminous emmmdnm.aothathewmta&wm
__“Wh,the would lke to do. He therefore ventures here to exprese s deép
“Dbreciation of the many kind letters received, and- also of the splendid help
' mnyonmummwmemgwnoue.mmwummm
ptions. God blese -them every one.

' 4A CALL TO ARMS.”

This ts the title of a 46-page booklet mwmmmuveommae
The Baptiat Bible Union of North America. It sets forth in clear ¥anguage
Wenace of Modernism among Baptists of America, snd the plan of the
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mmumwwhmmﬁwwa Weéhwiﬁmevery mwsﬂnmq
to read {ns bookiet.  'Send: tetivcenth o Mivs WAith Hebman, Sdwatany of o
Buptist Bibte Urlion, 180 dervhed B¢ 8, Tobonto; enid & vopy Wil be Talted Ju
at onte.” anmnavauadmﬁmtamve.wmbm‘mﬁeum

smdwushnor«r tor your p‘sendd. e
. -.~'22,.!T":. FA ""-i" e RS I SR
LT n T ONEWS AND- ANNouncamn.r Do
‘"4 aet Bundﬁy Wi anblher greit ddy. A dibat oonghegation i ihe bﬂn&n&
e&eﬁ sbllt in thé' ghedt abditorium wid obbipied’ Théw wéfe donverblins u
both getvicds. ‘The piren‘tns beé'nm’i'pb'éhﬁ {n-{fils thene &t Ths-Withess,
| tuedday Evéhnl 'A great ctowd &t the tn'n.yér W ard mble lag
tnrewaﬂéha‘ﬂe&uxonééﬁnem R
Wednosday Evening. ' More ‘than & erowd, a swarm of 1ovely dﬂﬂren Y
thel parents, both &t éipper; later; th the Lectzire Hallfor thie entertainment
a capacity crowd Yet this wae onrl.y hle mm. Beglmeﬁ; and Ohuﬂo Rol
&eparunems ‘

Loy

FROM THE PASTOR AND MRS, SHIELDS.

ThaPaeun-amdhis-wﬂedeah-e uu-ongh Lhequeddnmof'ﬂbismetr with
aj 'd}eir hearts to wish every member of Jarvis Btroet Chmcb a Mom
Christmas md e Bam New Year.

PATETR N

) . GHRISTMAS MORNING sr-:rkvnca Sl
" anpqneerw manyrequematthnsbeendeclded whqlqac.hﬂm
moraing service at eleven o'clock, when the Pastor will preach. This will tals
the place of the Tuesday evening p;eetlng The Blble Lecuu'e wm' ‘be ghen
Thmmday evening. - Satgrday evening prayer mesting as uml.

A : JARWS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY
:ﬁ' T. ma.. Pastqr, 96 Winchgster Street. Tel. Randolph 0628,

6orge Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Brogdwiy Averiue. Tel. Hudson 0910
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Oz%e Secretdty. Tél. Main 5670.
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday Schoo! Superinténdent, 295 George St. Tel. M. m
C. Leonard Penny, Dirdctor of Masic, 55 Muir Stiéet. -Tel. Kefiwood 4353,
Willlam- Frhar. Pastor’s Secretary, 40 Nanton Avenue -Tel. Randinb lﬂ-,i
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' Suilld ' For the week bégmhmh Dec. 23td, wzs RER
m SEM inclddity tin Iﬁtet’ées "CTabs. W iR ﬂu&hﬁ‘ﬂdn, Sﬂﬁ
1160~ Piblie Worship.. Dr. T. T. Shisids wil preach. '~ "
-600—Prayer. Meeting in Church Paslor. - . e

?mmr T, 7. Shields w:tl prééch ﬁaﬁ‘t{sﬂ a usaal v
Bible Lecture N

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, &—meer ‘Meet "
Tuesday—11 OO-Chnstmas Servu:e The Pastor preach

Wednub 7. IS—Jumor 3
T ot St Broa 98 Lmé’n sqc Sunday Bible School-J
. Evangelistic Service, 700—-Rev. W. L. M

P
T e

Friday—7.15—Junior Meeting—Mr. F. Ti:rney and Mr, W 3. Hﬁtﬂiﬁ‘
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