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"Beloved, while I ~as giving alI diligence to write unto you of our common 
salvation, I was constr.lined to 'Write unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints."-1ude, 3. 

I 
HAlVE a double pu'rpose in speak>ing on the sUlbject that wiIl engage our 
thought for a few minutes th.is evening: ,first, I want our own people, mem­
Ibers of this church and congregation and others who worship with us from 

time to time, to Iknow something of the movements of the times in which ,we 
have some humlble !part. Another thing is that I want to spewk in th.is way to 
a great company of .people who are not here to-ni~ht, 'but. who ·Wlill 'l'ead this 
mes.sa:ge as it is prInted in' The GospeZ Witness. I want .in ,this way ,to speak to 
all the Baptist ministers of these two ,provinces, and to hundreds of Baptist 
ministers thToughout tJhe United ,States, and to tell something of what we have 
seen of the hand of God during this last week lin 'New York City. And if you 
wUl allow me just to say this to my own people: I think It is .well when the 
Pastor goes away thBit his people should know what is engaging h-is energies 
in his aibsence. I rejoice that the prayer-meetings go IOn just ·the same whether 
·the Pastor is here. or away. I iha ve long de'sired to . have a ,church thBit gath­
ered wbout the ,Lord Jesus instead of .gathel'ing wbout the Pastor--.a. church 
made up of people who will attend to the :Lo-rd's ibusiness seven days of eVeT·y 
week whether the .pastor is ·at home cr not; and [ am looking ,for:ward to the 
time when this wUl become a mi-~hty hive of industry, .willere we shall ,be work­
:ing day and' night for the ,Lord. An'd 'because I have many outside caIls, far 
more than I am a'ble to accept, and! 'because, of necessity, I. shall bave to 'be 
away occasionally, I shall make it a !pract1,ce to tell the 'people something Of 
what goes oOn where I am permitted to minister away from home. 

Tihere are ounconveTted !people 'here; and 'before I .close this evening I shall . 
h.ave a message for you, growing out of this testimony whi·ch we offer in His 
Nwme. .. 

We have had durin.g this last week a great conferen'Ce of the Ba.ptist !Bible 
Union of North Amer-ica in New YOI'lk City. I must give you s'oiDe information 
about the organization Itself. The Ba,~tist J3i'ble UnIon is 11 ·great Ifellowship of 
old-fashioned Baptists-that is to say, of Baptists who Ibelieve the BLbie to Ibe 



,the Word of God-'S'cattered all over the American Continent. The sphere of its 
operation is" the .southern .convention, in ,which there are more than three 
million white Baptists, and, I !believe, a:bout two million coloured iB'81ptists; the 
Northern Convention, where there is a great -brotherhood of perhaps a million 
and a halof churoh members, or more; and the three Conventions in Canada­
the !Mar·itime Provinces, the Convention of Ontar.io and Quebec, and otJhe 'B'8.IP­
tist Union of Western Canada. 

Now, why this iBaptist -Bi'ble Union at aU? ThIs context whloch I have read 
this evenin'g tell!! us I()f a day when certain men wouM cree·p in unawares, !would 
'get into the household o,f faith, and w,ithin -its ·ran·ks 1W0ui'd find a .place and 
deny the !Lord that 'bought them. And that is what has happened an our day to 
all denominations. The Presbyterians have had their d'ifficultles in the United 
States, and have had to 'protest Blgainst the 'apostate :Baptist, Dr. Harry iEmerson 
Fosdick, preaching ·in a Presbyterian pulpit in New York and ·using at to deny 
the 'Lord t1!.at bought him. There have been similar incidents among the 
Methodists and ,Episcopalians, notably the ease of :Dr. Urani, of INew YO'l"k. But 
the Baptists, :I thin,k, have a little more than their share in the North. The 
,Southern Baptists are much freer, although they are not a:bsolutel·y ·free from 
this spreading plague. But, among the churches Of the Northern B8.lPtist Con­
vention, 'Modernism !h'as wrought ',great havoc, an'd especially in the schools of 
the North-the colleges, and universities, and theological seminaries. 

The Baptist lBi'ble Union originated with a 'group 'Of men who said: "We are 
Baptists who stand for the old flllith-the ,fatth once fur all delivered to the 
saints-and we had better form a ibasis of ,feUowshi,p and invite our ·brethren 
in all the Conventions of AmerIca to unite with us -in order that we may, witllin 
the :boundaries 'Of our respective Conventions, heed the divine admonition, and 
'contend earnestly 'for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints'." And· that fellowship is increasing every day. To show you the ne­
cessity for thIs organization, I want to tell you that in the Northern iBaptist 
Convention there has grown -up a great ecclesiastical machine. You who are 
not Baptists may not quite understand that each Baptis-t ,church is a self­
governing 'body. We ackn!owledge no over-lordshilp of an·y sort. This church, 
for instance, is a '!body o,f ,baptized believers who come together fOil" the worshi.p 
OIf God, for ,the preach-ing of His Word, for -Christian testimony in general, and 
for the observance 'Of the ordinances. But there is no ecclesiasticai Ibody on 
earth with authority to command us. We are 'an independent people. We have 
a 'Place ;in the Convention of Ontario and Quebec in order that !by association 
with our .brethren we may co-operate with them in missionary endeavour and 
in our ed'llca'tiTonal enterprises. But our Conventions are purely advisory; 
they have no legislative power whatever. They may ·pass whatever resolutions 
they Uke; and it still remains for the churches to decIde whether they will 'be 
guided by them or not. The decisions of a Methodist ·ClQnference are 'bin'ding 
U'P0n tJhe 'MethodIst ,churohes which compose the CQnference. In a lesser de- . 
gree, 'but still in a very real sense, the ,decisions 'Of the General Assembloy of the 
Presbyterian Church are ,binding u.pon the Preslbyterian Church. But so far as 
Baptists are concerned, we insist that the local assembly is its own master, 
and' we refus'e to bow to an~ outs,id'e' power whatever. There was a time 
when, though I 'beUeve'd that OUIl" church 'POlity was scrLpturai, it really seemed 
to me, in my inexperience, -to have some practical disadvantages. But [ now 
think this church itself is an 'Outstanding illustration of the value of that 
prf.nci-ple. If authortty to mould the affairs of this church had' r.es'idioo in cer­
tain Convention Officials, 'certainly this !Pastor would not 'be in the pulipit. !But 
we are here still. We are here 'because we decided to stay--and frankly, I 
intend to sta·y a little longer, whether anylbody liTkes it or not! In the Noo-tllern 
Baptist Con,vention the same church PloUty ia held in princi!llle; !but in prac- . 
tice it has, in many instances, ,been departed from, Ibecaus,e the Mod'ernists 
have built up a great machine for the ,purpose of 'ContrOlling the churches and 
penalizing the mini-sters who refuse to obey the mandates of ,the maohine. 
There is in the Northern Convention a great ecclesiastical ma:chine that alms 
to crush the li-fe out 'Of e:very orthodox ipastor in the ·country; it is built on the 
same 'Principle as the Rockefeller trusts, and behind it there Is ·much of the 
Rockefeller m'oney. The University of OMcago, so largely endowed by !Rocke­
feller milllons, is one Of the centres from which that machine is operated. . 

The iBaptist Bi'ble Union ds a fellowshi·p of ,B8.lPtist.s whl() refuse to 'be 
coerced, Ibut who are resolved to stay in the 'denominaUon, to contend w:l.thln the 
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d'enomination for the faith, and so far as possible to purge the d'enomlnation of 
the things that wouId corrupt and destroy it. 

In this Convention-J! do not 'want anybody to think that the :Pastor of this 
chur,ch ,would say in New York what he .is afra.id to say at ,hom~ere' in this 
'Convention ·we have had! the same thing. OnIy a small group of men', but men 
who 'are a,nimated by exactly the same s'piri,t that iforbade the preaching of 
the resurrection in Jerusalem, and stoned Stephen to death; and .these, in 
seas'on an'd out of season, cons.pire to turn away the people from the faith. 
They aire nrat numerous, thank ·the Lord; they would have ·been more numerous 
if some of us had not been constantly on guard, determined that our iBaptist 
insti,tutions should not !be prostituted to the pUI'IPoses of 'Modernism. I am glad 
that in our own University we ,bave a 'Professor of He!brew whra 'believes God's 
"Word: I refer to Professor Kerr. And there are others who 'are equa:lly sou·nd. 

The mem'bershlp of the Blltptist .Bible UnIon is rlltpldly Increasing. At the 
New YOl"k meeting we ·had representatives ,from many IStates -In the UnIon, an'd 
several from the Dommon ()If Canada; and all these 'brethren went 'home fired 
wIth great enthusiasm. [n New York City there Is a very active Fundament­
aUst organization, of which my ,friend, IDr. JohJ). iRoa:ch !Straton, is the Presi­
dent. It.is one of the most vigorous 'Fundamentalist organizations in America, 
At our meetings last :week this organization 'became a unit (llf the Baptist Bible 
Union af North Ameri'ca. ,For 'the present ,they will retain their name-the 
iBaAptist Fundamentalist League of Greater New YOl"k and Vtcinity-but they 
are now affiliated !With us, and ·to all intents 'an'd 'purposes constitute the iNew 
Yorlk 'branch af the iBaptist .Bi"ble Union of North America. 

There are n'ot wanting thlose who ihave said: "Why do not you Baptists run 
away? Why dlsturlb the peace of the denomination? If 'You are not siLtiB'fied. 
go and wors'h1.p where you wlll be comforta'ble, and leave other people alone." 
That sounds very plausible; 'but suppose some lilian here, who. owns his own 
house, who ibuilt it and ,furnished it and paid for it all-suppose you, moy 
brother, the owner of that house, were to wake up in the early hours of the 
morning and find a ,burglar going alblout the premises and possessing himself 
of your :property? What would yOU 'do? Would you meekly say to him, "Well. 
siT, 1 bunt this house :with the purpose ·af livin'g in it myse}'f, and here making 
a home for myself and my famlly; ibut, of course, i-f you want It. 1 shall have 
to retire and le'ave you in possession," 'Is that what you would do? 1 see your 
answer on your faces. Willat. then, s'hall we do with these men IW'ho have crept 
unawares into our SChools, into our m,issionary sO'ci.eties, into 'various of·ficial 
posi'tions in the denomination? Are we to run away and leave the !burglar 
with the slPolls? iNot a minute! We Intend to fight fol" that which lawfully 
b-elongs to Baptists. 

At New York :I ·had occasion to say something about "Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, 
Pre'sident of Brown Undversity. 1 referred! ta the letters published in The 
Gospel W£tness a week or so ago, and expressed to my hearers the view that it 
is necessary that Fundamentalists should' cease to fraternize with the enemy. r 
saId that so long as the Russian army continued to 'fight, the Russian iEmpire 
was secure; but in the day that they crossed No !Man's 'Land and shook handl:! 
with their enem·y.. the fate of Russia was sealed. 1 said [ ·feIt 'compelled to 
refuse to sit on ,the same platform with a man like Dr. iFaunce, 'by whom all 
the fundamentals of the ,faith are denied; and in this 1 'believe my c()urse was 
in accord with the tea'ch-ing of the New Testament, !Which says: ".Be ye not un­
equally yoked together with unlbelievers: for what fellowship Ihath rd'ghteous­
ness :with unrighteousness? and what commn-nion hath lIght with dar-kness? 
'and what cOll"{'<lrd .hath Christ with Belial? or what part 'hath he that be· 
lieveth w'tth an .Infidel? and 'what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple otf the living God; as GOd hath sai'd, 1 wHl dwell in them, 
and wallk in them; and 1 will ,be ,their God, and they shaH be my people. 
Wherefore come out ·frollll among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lor,d, and· 
touch not the unclean thi~g; and ,I will receive you, and wIH ilIe a Father unflo 
you, and ye shall 'be my sons and daughters, saith ·the Lord Almighty." The 
New Yor.k papers puiblished what 1 sai'd a.bout Dr. Faunce, and the press the 
next day IPublished 'his rejoinder, in wMch he declared ·that the 'Fundamentalists 
represented a very smalI minority of .. the Blltptist lDenomination, that we were 
proposing to establish new schools. and new missionary organizations; and 
that lIIfter a WihUe we would !be likely to slough off Ifrom the denomination and 
form 11 denomination ()f our own In sympathy with the ,Second Adventists. !My 
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answer to that is, that we do not illltend to do anythin·g of the kind. It is our 
purpose to show whether we are a sma:ll minority or not. 'We are planning ·to 
spend yea:rs, if necessary, to mO.bi1ize the Baptist convIction of the Continent, 
in order that we may demonstrate the loyalty of the !Baptist Denomination as 
a whole to the great ~undamentals of the faith. For we are convinced that 
the great majority of Bwptists on the Ameri-can Continent are still true to the 
faith; and we. are resolved not to aUow a llttle .body of theological .Bolshevists 
to take posseSsion of the institutitons o>f the denomination. It is our intention 
to s.tay In the d·enomination.. We do not propose to build ·new schools, nor 
establlsh new missionary societies apart f·rom the present Conventions; but 
rather Baptist ,Fundamentalists intend to cleanse the schools that belong to 
them anG to purge the missionary organizations which ar·e the property of true 
Baptists. And as for the Bible Union sloughing off, nothing could :be farther 
from our thought. We have a strong .Baptist Bi'ble Union organized in the 
State of Iowa; and· I re'ceived- a letter some time ago from a. friend there saying 
that it wa.s being reported that I ha,d withdrawn ·from the denomination, and 
was no longer a. Baptist. I wrote that brother to say that the wIsh was father 
to the thought. Personally, I have no intentIon of .withdrawin,g from the de­
nomination. Dr. Faunce and those who share his views rw.ould be dellghted to 
have all Fundamentalists withdraw and leave the denomination with aU its in­
sti-tutions to· the Unitarians. This is the one thing .we are resolved not to' do; 

. a.nd fo;r the !benefit o,f the 'brethren wh;o will read these words when they are 
prin'ted, I want to lay special emphasis 'U'Pon that prin-cip1e. The Baptist BLbie 
Union is not a divisive movement. It would tbe little short of crimina.l for us 
to run away from duty. Not unless nor until it shall !be demonstrated that the 
ran,k and flle of our Baptist church members throughlOut ,vhe Continent ha.ve 
a!bandoned the position historically held by ·Ba.ptists, and have joined the Mod­
ernists in denyIng the faith o,f Oh'rist, 'could separa,tion ,be justi,fled. The 'grow­
ing ecclesiasticism In all Conventions, which aims to prevent the eXipll'ession of 
the convictioons of ·the people, is designed to force Foundamentalists out of the 
denomination. But for Fundamentalists to separate from the Conventions to 
which they belon'g would: be to play into the enemy's hands, an'd would- 'be tan­
tamount to absolute surrender. The J3wptist IBilb1e Union, therefore, sets its 
face like a. flint against every su-ggestiton of separation. It will spend years, if 
necessary, in cul,tivating the churches until the churches rIse up and smash the 
ecclesiasUca:l machines whtch seek to control them, and reassert thei:r inde­
pendence. We would venture to urge aU our brethren throughout America to 
put tar trom them the thought ot separation. Our business ~ to purge the de-
nomination, and not to run away trom it. . 

Let me ntow tell you in a few words something of the great meeting.s held dn 
New York. They we;re held in Calvary Baptist Ohurch, of which Dr. John 
Roach Straton ,is the Pastor. On the Sunday we had a great Mass-Meeting in 
Calvary Ohurch, addressed by Dr. J. Frank. Norris, of Texas, who spoke on "The 
Infalliibility of the BIble." At the same hour Dr. W. B. Riley, of MinneaJPolls, 
addreSsed a great meeting in tBrooklyn, in the Oreenwood Baptist Church. 

Before I go farther, I may·pause to remark on ,the large space given to the 
meetings by theNew York .papers, everyone of which for several days reported 
the. meetings on their front pa'ge. This was most unusual; tbut -there was a 
reason for it. The ,fact .Is, bhis is the greatest issue ,before the Ipeople ot AIilerica 
to-day. The World's Wor7c, IOf New York, has been carrying for some months 
a series oIf articles on "The War in the Ohurches." If you read such 'PeriodIcals 
as The IAterary Digest, The American, or almost any of the larger ma.gazines, 
you will be almost sure to find' an article bearing on the 'confiict between Fun­
damentalism and Rationallsm. It is everywhere ooming to ibe ;recognized- that 
this great conmct is one of the most important movements in ·vhe thought ot 
the day. For, little by little, men are ooming to see ·that this great war is re­
lated not only to the distinctively religiOUS realm, 'but that .it has to do with 
the ,State, and indeed, with the very fo\1n'tlatitons of ·civilization itself: for Mod­
ernism is, in fa.ct, rea'ctionary; it is really the twin-brother (lof iB01shev.ism; it 

. denies all objective authority; and, in p;rinciple, would red,uce Iboth church. and 
state ,to a .condition aJialagous to a period of Israel'S history, of which it is saId: 
"In those days there was nlO kln.g in Israel,' but every man did that which was 
right in his own .eyes." Whoever destroys men's ;fai~h in the '\Y'Ord of God, and 
pro.pounds a. phtlosophy which ro'bs. God· of Ipersonality and .lpower, and leaves 
men without ,the fear of God before their eyes and ;with no sense of 'l'espo~si-
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biIity fo HlIn, 1·s not only an enemy of the souls of men, ;ind Of the Church of 
Chll'lst, and of reUgious faith; he is an enemy of society .itself. !Fundamental­
ists are convinced' that .this malignant ,thing -wh-ioh lIllasquerades -in the name of 
"s'cholarship" was hatched in the Pit, and is begotten IOf th'l s-pirit of An.ti-
chris-to . 

. Al,though some of the New York .papers were not particularly compli­
~e.ntary, -we wel'comed the pUiblicity they gave to this 'great !Movement, a pub­
hClty which enwbled every speaker who spoke at the Conference literally to ad­
dress mil'li'ons each day. True it was made possl-ble Ifor IUS to !put this great 
issue :befull'e the people of America in a very large way. I have no time to go 
into particulars thds evening; ibut 1 must give you one or two .Illustrations of 
the tendency of the times. 

On oMond·ay afternoon Dr. 'Pettingill, of Philadelphia, gave a mlllgnificent ad­
dress on "The lDeity of Ohrist," professing his !belief in the vil'gin !bIrth and 
the physical resurrection, iboth arguing ·the essential tDeity Of .Christ; and that 
perfe'ctly orth'odox address brought a storm of ·protest. Apparently there .is 
not-hing. some men hate 130 lIlluch as the truth thlllt Jews is God. I had tJhe 
privile'ge of speaJking !Monday evening on "The Liberty ()If Faith vs. The License 
of Infidelity"; and The New York World the next morning devoted its leading 
editorial .to these two addresses. The title of the editorial -was "With All Un­
charitableness." Of ·oourse, .It :was anything /but complimentary; and the writer 
seemed especially. indignant ;becllluse we -had dared to insist ·that beUef in the 
essen,tial Deity of Christ must evell' remlllin a condition of Christian fellowship. 
It complained in 'bitterest Sipeech of our want of charity, affordi~ itseLf a most' 
strloking example of the spirit it affected to ·condemn. In this The New York 
World is not a:lone. lM,odernism attlllcks the very ·foundations of Ifaith; it at­
tBicks even the Person of Christ, denying Has Deity and 'His inlfalli'bility, and 
repudiating His atoning sacrifice; it endeavours to convert every Christian in­
stitution into an instrument foil' the furtherance of its own ends, and in doing 
this it holus every believer up to scorn 'and ridicule; it calls IUS "reaction­
aries," "unlearned and ignorant"-and what not? but the moment Fundament­
alists assert themselves, and iboldly avow their faith in IChrist and their deter­
mination on no condition to surrender, we are aCCI\lsed o'f showing a ,bad spirit .. 
Recently I received a co!py of OUIl' Ibooklet, "A Call to ·Arms," returned to the 
ollft·ce :by a modern.ist minister. It was acoompanied ,by a 1etter in which the 
writer declared his !belief in Evolution; and after several .. plllges of the worst 
sort of vituperation, he .informs me ·that if I would send him a ·copy of the thir· 
teenth chapter of II. 'CorinthianS', he w·ould 'be gla:d to read it! This, I say, is 
'by no means unusual. We are ex,pe·cted' to allow the enemy to pQ.H d·own the 
house over our heads, to destroy the foundations of ·faith, and leave us without 
hope for this world or the next-and all this wIthout protest. 

On Tuesday we had a ·great address from Dr. Nei'ghibour on "The Atone­
ment," which lifted us all in,to the seventh heavens-an addreB'S which mag-· 
nlfied the Cross and glor.1fied the risen Christ. And this address called forth 
the same sort of objection that had ·been registered against Dr. P~ttingill's as­
sertion of the Deity of Christ. The Blood Atonement seems to /be another doc-. 
trine .whIch is especially obnoxious to 1M0dernists. Dr. Riley spoke on "The 
Present Hierarchical Tendenc'ies Within the Denomination. [ntolerab1e to True 
Baptists"; and in -this address showed 'clearly that B-a:ptists were ;being ro'b'bed • 
()If their heritage of Hberty, and were bein-g ,brou,ght anto ~bondage to an ec­
clesiastIcal machine. We had great addresses also fromo Dr. Norris, on Wednes­
day night; Dr. Morris, -the coloured Baptist orllltor; Dr. Van OSdel, 
of Grand. Rapid,s; IMr. William Jennings- BrY'an, Dr. 'Swope of Pltila-

. d'elp'hia, and ·Dr. A. C. Dixon-. On'e of the strongest sessions· Of 
the' 'Conference was that whIch was addressed' by 'Dr'. Joh'n ROa:ch 
8traton on, "The 'Duty of Awa.ken,i·ng the Denomin!lltion to the !l'4en1lce of 
Modernism on 'Mission F1e1ds." It is 1lllipossi.ble 00 rev-iew the address here with 
any degree of thoroughness; and 1 lIllust 'be 'Content to say that tDr .. 8traton's 
address, when pu/blished, is !bound to shatter the con-fidence of every believer in 
bhe Btble in the Foreign lMission Board of -the Northern Blllptist Oonven-tion. 
When that address is published we venture to !believe that no one who accep.ts 
the B'ible as the Word of God can with a ·clear conscience con.tribute another 
dollar to t'he funds of the Foreign Miss'iIOn Board ~f the Northern Baptist Con~ 
ven-tion .untU it is purged of its modernist directors. Beyond all q'uestion, it is 
a !Modernist organization, existing, not to give the gospel of God"s gra:ce to the 
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heathen, but to propagate the princLples of ,Modernism. The story of the be­
trayal of the orthodox French Baptists by the \Foreign Mission Board of the 

. Northern Baptist Convention must surely be one of the saddest chapters in all 
missionary history. 

In vie:w of ·these facts, what are we to do? What can we do. if we WIOuld,be 
loyal to Christ, ibut heed ·the admonition of our text, and "·contend earnestiy ,for 
·the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." I know such conten­
tion is not pleasant. 1 trust we are all lovers of peace, and ready to heed the 
admona·tion of the scri.pture: "u it be posS'i'ble, as mu,ch as 1ieth in you, live 
peacewbly with all men." iBut surely it is ·not poss~ble for one who has ibeen 
bought with blood, who has passed from death unto Ufe, and who knows Whom 
he has believed. to witness this terrible departure from the faUh without 
protest. 

One ibrother came to me -in New Yo;r.k and sai·d he had read letters I had 
printed ,in The GospeJ Witness in protest against the action of MdMaster Uni­
versity in conferring a degree upon -Dr. Faunce. He said he had showed a copy 
of The W~tness to one of his deacons, and that the deacon had said in effect: "I 
agree ,that it was a mista;ke to recognize suoh a man as Dr. Faunce. I am 
sho,cked by the exposure of his .principles, by h.is open denial of the faith; and 
1 would have no fellowship with him in any of these things. But," saId he, 
"why was not -Mr. Shield·s present at the meeting when 'it was decided to confer 
the degree? Why did he not ma.ke his protest befo;re the Senate instead of mak­
ing it ·publicly?" ·My answer to his objection was this: "Why should it .be ne­
cessary ,for iMr. 'Shields, or anybody else, to attend a :Bruptist meeting to protest 
against a group of Baptists conoferrin'g an honour upon an inlfidel? Why should 
it ,be necessary for anyone to stand with a -drawn sword in order to !prevent a 
group of men who call themselves Baptists from honouring one who denies the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith?" If ,there is a newspaper reporter here, I 
ask you to report these parti·cular words. For mysel-f, I !W.iIl have no fellowship 
with one who denies my ·Lord; and·, as to -the spirit of our (protest, any sort of 
protest tl).at is effective will !be construed as harshness. But if (lne Of us were 
to see some madman running down ,the street, plunging his dagger lnto the 
breasts of men and women and little children, and leaving a stream of blood to 
mark his track, should we be disposed to offer a mild and amiable oibjection to 
so murderous a ,course? Is there one of us with a spark of manhood in his 
breast who would not immediately rush to the rescue, and deal w-ith such a 
villain in a way that would be appropriate to his crime. How, therefore, can 
we witness the murder of human souls without .indignation? When I observe 
men poisoning the springs of our ed,ucational Ufe, spreadin.g the germs of a 
deadly .pI-ague throu·gh institutions and periodicals; when I hear them denying 
the authority of Scripture, the Deity of Christ, -the Bloo·d Atonement, the per­
sonal return of the ·Lord; ,I am not aSihamed to say that I ·feel l'ike fighting; 
and I ,pray God, .the Judge of all, to unsheath His mighty sword against the 
enemies of truth. I would seek God's grace to en8Jble me to love them as poor 
deluded sinners !Who need the saving grace of God; Ibut I will never recognize 
them as Christian teachers, or honour them as distin·gwshed scholars, while 
they engage .in the diabolical ,business of ·destroying the SIOuls of men. What I 
said in New York I say here: It is ti?ne the Ohristian Ohurch awakenea to a 

• recognition of the perils of the hour, ana refusea absolutely to compromise with 
the enemy. For Moaernism is not a modification of the Ohristian religion, it is 
positively antichristian, ana that is why we are at war against it. 

It wa·s most signDfic·ant that insistence upon the fundamentals· d'enied· 'by 
so many who call themsel'Ves Baptists, and the fire d~rected agains't posItions 
held by such JIlie'n as! Dr. W. H. P. Faunce and. Dr. H. E. FosdIck should nave 
been answe·red by a 'New York Unoitarian minister, who, in defene-e of his 
friend Dr. Faunce and, his friend' Dr. FOSldiick, as' he described them, challenged 
DrI Straton· to a series of debates on some of the !fund·amental doctrines· ex­
po~nd.ed, at our meetings, a challenge whiCh Dr. ,Straton joyously accepted­
II:nd in hiS! privilege is e·nvied· by not a few of his brethren. 

On Friday afternoon the meetin.g was addressed by ;Mr. William Jenn.in.gs 
Bryan. He told- us that a very careful analys1s of the sItuation hadt 'been made 
in certain colleges, with the result that it was found that a comparatively small 
proportion of college stUdents, illl their first ye'ar were' witho.ut reUgious' faith; iii. 
the second year the proportion ,increased; in the third year there was a still 
18Jl'ger proportion; :while in the fourth year, in American COlleges, more than 
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fi.fty per cent. of ·the students were without fa:ith in God at all. ·My brethren, 
we had ibetter face the facts. Some of the colleges are the Devil's instruments 
for the destruction of the souls of men. The colleges and the universities are 
the places w·here ISatan's seat is. 'l1hat. is why some of us are resolved! to do 
our utmost to presel've our own instUutions 'llrom that corruption. They have 
been .preserved' in large measure; but they are what they are, not 'becaus'e there 
has 'been no tendency in the opposite ,direction, !but ;because some men have 
stood gu'ard and have determined that when the faith is departed from, the de· 
fection shall :be eXJposed. I am hOtping for lbe~ter thing·s. ,Personally, I am 
ready to co-operate wijJh all heartiness in the work of our educational institu­
tions, as I told Chancellor ,Whidden in Montreal; 'but only just so long as our 
institutions remain true to the great principles written into their trust deeds. 
But when a Baptiost Univer43ity ,oonfers 'a degree upon such a 'blatant illifidel as 
Dr. Faunce; we are Ibound to 'protest against it; and .J: am glad to have /been 
given the proivllege, through the-. press, to tell mdllions of peo,ple in America 
that there are some people !Who will never agree to honour any man who dis· 
honours Christ. 

I want now to speak a word for the 338lptist Bible Union of !North America. 
There is no fee; but .if you. stand four-Bquare for the ",faith once ;for all deliv· 
ered to bhe saints," we want you' to en,roll ·as a member. I spea.k to every 
Baptist Pastor who will read, these words, and' urge him to come up ,to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty. ,Send for a copy of our Confession of 
Faith, 1,f you have not received it. It is a revision o,f the New Hampshire Con· 
fession of Faith, and is a truly Baptist statement of the pr,ill'ciples ,for 'which 
Baptists ,have always stood. And when you have read it, if you are in agree· 
ment with it, we ask you to become a mem'ber of the Union, and then to en· 
deavour to persuade yOU1" church to adopt the Confession of Faith as' its doc· 
trinal basis. 

Andi now in closing, just a word! to the unconverted· who are here. ,Some' 
one wiU enquire, "Do you expect to 'have convers'ions following an address such 
as you have given this evening?" I anSIWer, "I certainly do." A man told! me 
at· our prayer-meeting last night that it was the fi·rst time he had been inside 
a place o,f wors'hip for twenty: years, I ,found a number of peo.ple in Naw 
York, who we,re ,l1Iceptics out and, out, but who were attracted to our meetings 
by the positive messag·es- which were de:~ivered. One newspaper man who came 
every night, an-d. with whom I had a long conv.erB'ation one evening about the 
things of Christ, told. me that he w,ished' he 'could 'believe these things' to be 
true. I believe he is feeUng after God', and ·had· been attracted· by the fact 
tha,t there was 'a company of ,people who declared! soOme things to be true. 1 
promised to send him The Gospel. Witness weekly for a wh'ile. I hope you 
wiU pray for that man, you who know ho,w to pray, that God will lead, him illlto 
the light. And! i,f there are unconverted ,people here this e·vening-and! I am 
sure there are many-I have this to s·ay to you: There is a '\faith that was 
once for aU deliv.ered to the saints-," illl spite of aU that the modern. l'n'fide1s 
may say. There is a revelation from God'. It is true that "God, who at s'llndil'Y 
times and in divers manne'rs s-pake in. time past unto the ·fathers by the 
prophets, 'hath in these last days s,poloo'llI unto .us by his .Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds." The Lore 
Je's'Us certifies to the in-fallibility of the Bible. He has- :put His Imprimatur 
upon' the Old Testamen.t Scriptures;. a·nd the New Testame'nt has. been given 
to \LS in fulfilment of His promise'; while all the ,books of the Bible are boun-d 
together by His matchless· Personoality. And· the tes'timony of that Book is 
that we are all sinners, in need! of a SaViour, In need' of an atoning 'Sacrifice, 
in nee,d of reg~neration 'by the power of the Holy Spirit; and: the re'ason we 
are contending .for the faith is that we want you <who are unsaved to know 
that it is a terrible thing for a man to be deludied, to be persuad'ed that h'e is 
not a sdn,ner when he is reaUy u'nd'er condemnation, to he told! that he haSl no 
dea·d'ly plagu·e when the Word of God de'clares' that "S!ln, when it is finis,hed, 
bringeth forth d,eath." Let ther,e' be ·no mIstake. We have no ·fear for- the 
Worn of God For ever God's- Word Is settled in heaven. All the infidels In 
the world cannot change a s·i·ngle word' that is written in this Book. Our only 
concern is that lest, in the meantime, generations of men should 'be led: astray, 
who need to be warned, to flee from the wrath to come. - And, I tell you this­
evening that I ani &urer that this Bible is the Word· of God! than of anything 
el'Se on earth. I am ~sitive that it· is "the WOl'd of 'God that liveth an'd 
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abldeth ·forever." I am certain that Jesus 'Christ Is, the· 'Son of God. I am sure 
that He d·ied at the pl'ace called 'Calvary inS'tead of you an'll me; and that the 
old truth your father believed, and the truth your mother taught you, is the 
truth whi'ch you must 'bel1eve in ord·er to be s·aved,. Blessed be God! We re­
joice in this gospel that God waS' in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself; 
that 'Chri'st Who d·ied ,for our sins a:ccording to the s,criptures was rais'ed again. 
aoo 'ascen'ded into he·aven; and that He will come again in the clouds. of heave-n 
to receive USI unto Himse,lf. 

We offer you this gospel; we offer you this Slalvation In His Name. And 
I beseech you who are Christians to be out-and-out for ·Christ. It is useless 
for you to say you are in syuvpathy with us in this, great ·conilUct, that you 
ad·mire courage, and. wish us success·. In the days of the Great War, we 
needed something more than sympathy; we needed lfighting men. And· the 
'Church of 'Christ need·s fightin'g men to·day. I ·beg of you to aband,on your 
neutraUty--if there are any neutrals here-Jhegin at once; join the army, that 
you may worthily fight. the battle·s o,f the Lord .. Let 'Us have done with· tl1ts 
so-called, "Mi'lMIe-of·the-Road" policy. The man who .keeps ,to ,the midd'le of 
the road in these days' is the man who causes all the accld'ents. Get to your 
own side of the road, and Iet all the w.orld know in which d'irection you are 
travelling. I trust that some neutral Christian will take unto him the whole 
armour of God this' n,ight; and that you who are not 'Chrlstians will yield to 
Jesus Christ as 'Saviour and Lord; and that together we may 'bear the ba·nner 
o·f the Lord to victory. "Belierve on the Lord Jes'Us Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." 

THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON COURSE. 
LESSON XII. DECEMBER 23, 1923. 

JAOOB, THE 'SUIBPLANTER.-;Geu. 32, 33. 
Lesson Exposition 'by the Editor. 

·Our less·on to-day gIve·s· I1S a view ·of the developmen,t of Jacob's character 
in Ms later year.s. We may learn, here how a crisIs long postponed, is reached, 
and 'how God compels a d~.clsion. 

I. The angels of God met him. And whe·n they met Jacob-They Met a 
Man With a Record--1lnd it was a record, of whi·ch no one could jus·tly be 
proud. If divine grace. at las!\;, madle a ,prince .():f Jacob. changing his name 
from Jacob to Is·raeI, there is> hope for the very worst of US'; for it would be 
difficult to find 'anyone wbose moral future was IeB's promisIng than th.at of 
Jacob the snppIanter. Society is organized on the ass'Umption that men are 
liars,. That is a .sltrange thing to say, 'but it is true. All the che'oks' and' bal­
ances of busine.s;s are provided to prevent the mo·dar·n Jacobs from taking 
advan,tage of the modern Es'llus. 

Furthermore. Jacob was actuated by dishonest motives. 
Perhaps tlle·5·e biographies are inten.d·e'd to serve as< ad'vance notices of the' 

.storles that will be re·ad on the d·ay whe·n God> slhaU open His 'books. For. 
remember, we are speaking now of a single act in Jacob-'s hIs,tory; and It is 
unfair to jud,ge a whoIe Ute 'by a single utterance whe,n the man Is' in a 'ba-d' 
moodl. . , 

lWben we s'ay that Esau "·for one ulorsiel of meat slOld his 'birthright," we 
muSIfJ never forget tllat the "mQrsel of meat" for whIch he sold It, was Jacob"s, 
and that he bought it at the highest possible price. . 

II. '~And· Jacob went on lIis way, and· the a.ne:els· of God: met him." When 
Jacob Met the Angels of God, ,He Recognized Them, and Made Response to 
Their Appeal. And· tMs is true of every man-th,at as: we go on our way the 
angels of Go'd meet us. The Bible is fuB of >the stories of the ministry of 
angels. "Are they not all mf.nisterln,g spirits;, s,ent >forth to minister for them 
who shall 'be hell'S of salvation?" "The angel of the -Lord' encam,peth round 
about them tbat .fear him, and d·elivereth them." An.gel" means messenl!'er. 
And we aU mee,t mes,sengers, from tme other world. Not that they necessarllv 
9.ppear in ·a·ny supernatural- way. The mes·senger of God may be' a godly 
mothe'r, or a god'ty father, or a pious wife, or a 'spirltual husband. etc .. 

Jacob's fam.lly history had been written by the angels of God. His gran.iI­
father A'braham, had· "entertained angels unaw.ares."; and ere th·ey le·ft his 

8 



\ 

tent they made him a promise that a son should be born. Jacob's history had 
'been .WTltten by the an·gels of God~andl so 'haSi yours·. Have you recognized 
the angel? Have you liste·ned to God's call Have you made any res'pouse to 
the appeal of the 's'piritual worldl? 'Have you any ·ear ·for the heaven·ly mu.sic? 

'But :when Ja·cob listenedi to the angels of God, and· recognized' them as 
such, he began to part company .wlth Esau. His fa·ce wa!\l set toward, the 
things of Heaven in the day that he met an'a recognieed; the an'gel& of God. 
And' that is the day in which we all 'begin to be diff·erenJt; when fir.SIt we make' 
res'ponse to the llghit, the appeal, the call, of the spiritual worlid. 

Where Jacob first recognized the angel: He was going away from home, 
and' 'he hadl a d:ream. Do you ever have d~eams? And whlllt do we slee in our 
(ll'eams? What picture 'd'O we con~ure uP 'before the mindi? What castle;s. do 
we 'bui14? What do we see in these expel'ie'nces? Is it a dream of greater 
colllformity to tbe image of 'Christ? I'll' it a dTeam ,born of an earneB1t longing 
tl' be God-Uke? And out of that, do you imagine' the possdbiUty of. ascenddng 
the skies'? In his doream h·e s'aw "a ladid!er set uP on the earth, and the top 
of f.t reached· to heaven." Ln his dJream Jacob SlaW thiS! world related' to 
another. lif you 'have s·een heaven open; Iof yoo know the way to IGod-that is 
cOIIIVerBlioDl; thwt is the beginnin.g of· a new Ufe; the ange.l·s of 'God have met 
you; and you' have recognized! them as. d·ivine messengers . . II" The Angels of God Never Left Jacob, 'Untll They Had 'Brought Him 
to the Angel-the AngeL ·of the covenant; none other than the Lordi J9S!US 
HimseLf. And they never left him until that Angel, who ill' .the Angel, had had 
His way, and: had changed! him from the wretched, ignoble, supplanter, into a 
priIllce, who had· power with Goc}l and with men . 

. Convers'ion: iSi not the en~it is' the beginning. When· the angel's met 
Jacolb, the nett result of their first meeting with hIm was ·to Slecure a ,promise 
(If the tenth. Follow him to Padlan-aram yondler; study the story of his years 
with La'ban; and UJ;lJtn he comes back lIIgaiDJ to meet Ms' 'brother'Esau. Thr.ough 
all tho.s:e years Jacob bias Ibee·n really a dHteren't man. And there comes a 
time when: Jacob, in res·ponse to GO'd:~s' call, tUrns his face homewar·d·. "And· 
Jacob went on his way, andl the angel!s of Ood met hIm." They have not left 
him. 0, the marvel' of it! They never left him. "And w·hen Jacob saw them, 
he said, "This is Godfs host; God, is with me stiIl." And. grace has done some­
thing for a man· who thus recognizes God·. 

"And J·acob was left alone; and' there 'W'I'eB-tledi a man with him (noot he 
with the .man) untiI th·e breaking of -the d'ay.". And· the :Man was' ,the Angel Of 
the covenanJt-none other than the Lord Himse}.f. And' the Umping Jacolb pre­
valledi! "And now," said! the !Lord, "I wm ch-ange thy name. ThY name sihall 
be caned ·no mor.e Jaco'b, but Israel; for as a prince, hast thou power with God·, 
'and with men and' h-ast porevailed,." The way to be s'Overeign· in the spiritual 
realm is to surrend,er to the only 'Sovereign; the way to be a conqueror is to 
!be a subject.; the way to be a king iso to be obeddent to the King of .kt-nlgs. 

I am not surprf.s,ed that Jacob sohould send' presents to buy ·favour with> 
E!llau! He knew horw purchaS'ea'ble he had always been. But that is not the 
Hne of -the story I want to emphasize. Rather, it is this: "And he urged, him." 
Did Ii.n~body ever before know Jacob to urge anybody to twke a·nything from 
his handi? But now that 'Godi has conquered in his Ufe, his band is o.pen, and 
his hear,t begin.s to love somelbod,y els·e than hiIDIS'elf; and generously he wants 
to s'hare his wealth with another. 

LAST SUNDAY. 

Last Sunday was another hUltop experien·ce. We have referred! els'ewhere to. 
the ,great· service of the morning. In the evening there was an enormous cohgre­
gation. ·Although no subject had been advertised, It was evl-lI'ent that· the 
growth is steady and perm·anent. Some who had expected to' be ba.ptized. were 
unwble to be presenlt; but eight belle·verSl-four men' and, four women-were 
burie4 .with Christ by 'baptism. The attendance at the Oommunlon 'Service 
following was the largest :we have ever SlBen in Jarvis Street. Seventy-three 
,names were on th-e list to receive the hand of feI.l'owship, making a total of one 
hundred and s'eventy-one add.ttion's Soince the fourteenth of October. 'Beyond 
question, the year now closing has been the most fruitfu.J in co%iJVers~ons' 'and 
add1t1ons to the ch-urch of any year in the long hlstory o'f Jarvis IStreet ·Church. 
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rrHE publlcadon of thIa paper .. a mlaalODlll')' eaterpriH Ie made p_lbJe by tile Iifb 01 
1 _ben! of Jarvia Street Church and others, aDd Ie _t to lubacribenl by mall for II.DD 
(mul" C08t) per)'llar. If IIDY of the Lord'. at_ard. who read thIa hI.,. received 1IJeaaIq, 

. we IIhaI1 be ,rateful for any tbauk-olreriug yOll may be able to aead to The WI_ I'IIDd at 
~ time; IIDd especlaJ1y for your 1Ir.,.... that the _age of The WltII_ may be II88d by 
tile Holy Spirit for the defeace of the Faith, the salvetion of aoula, aDd tile aaltation of 
ChrIst. As our fwada III8ke it poealble, we hope to add to our free JIat,. from time to time, 
tile __ of IllllliBtenI at home IIDd DIiaaIODari.. abr'oad. 

EDITORIAL 
. THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET. 

The true 'Prophet,. like the true 'Pastor, is the father of his people. When 
Joash addressed ·the prophet Elisha as his father he did more than employ a 
·formal term' -of respect. The king was greatly moved (I'l. Kings 13:14)' and 
"wept over his lace" as he said, "0 my father, my father"; and nl() dOUlbt 
meant what hIs language impHed, that (Elisha had been the ·father of his 
peo,ple. 

'l'here is a common mental atUtude which is .iuhosp'ita!ble to the parental 
word, or to any word weighted 'With time' and experience. 'l'here is a quality 
of ,mind wh,J.·ch, though it ·may enlarge with the years, does not mature: it is a 
·house with an eastern ,prospect and no ba:ck windrow, which sees the sun nse, 
,but never oibser.ves its settl'ng. It lives ·in thE! present and the future, and is 
.wi:thout even a nodding acqll,aJ.ntan~e with ·the past. .such a mind develops a 
temper like Reho'boam's, which welcomes only the couns~l of youth and anex· 
perience. It assumes that Ule is one long, unclouded ,Saturday afternoon. It is 
a mental 'garden in 'whIch there are no perennials, and in whloch that which 
grows grows quiokly !because there is no depth of earth. '1'he spir.it of such a 
life ds characterized Iby an enthusiastic readiness to manufacture things quickly, 
,but is im!p'&tient of everything which .requiil'es time to grow. The only heavenly 
character.istic of such a Ufe is, that it wiII have nothing to do 'with any kind 
of tree 'wh,ieh does not yield Its frult at least every month. 

To all such_nd who of us does nlot recognize some aspects of :b·is own dis· 
position In the picture?-the prophet must come with the enlightening, ste'ad,y: 
ing, experimental 'Word of a ·father. He must set the se~mentary and incidental 
events of the jnd·ividual life 'in the light of universal. experien~e. He must 
brlng the 'Present into the Iig·ht of the past, and throw the light of the eternal 
upon the temporal, and thus gi've to life a true perspective. He m·ust be a 
father to the ol'lPhan mind, which, child·li,ke, is so .engrossed ,with its temlloral 
toys, it has never enquired whence it came, and therefore is ignorant of its true 
relations. 

"W.here there is no vision ·the people perish."· So .pe·rished Pharaoh and all 
his hosts. "'Now ,there arose up a new ,king over 'Egy.pt which knew not Joseph." 
Had there !been an Egy.ptian prOphet to bridge that gap,.and to inform the kdng 
of his i·ndebtedness to the past, he had been worth more to PharlllOh than the 
chuiot of Egy·pt and ·the horsemen thereof. And the true proP'het must be a 
father -to the new kings wh'ich know not Joseph, to teaoh them not to contend 
a.gainst, ibut to ally the~selves with principles wh.icll clim.b ,from ,pits through 
dungeons to a ·throne. . .' - . 
. As years are multiplied and experience ds 'il'eepened and extended, a man 
may summon coura·ge to offer .counsel to his juniors. But it Is not of naturally 
acquired wisdlOm 'We speak; 'for the richer his own experience the less inclined 
a wise· man is to obtrude his adVlice upon others. Nor was it superior- natural 
ea;pa;clty' or widely varIed knowled'ge which made (EUs'ha a father t.o his nation. 

A man who had ,known Spurgeon well, told us that as he reread Mit e~rlY 
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sermons he was led to marvel -ch-ietly at the maturity of their thought and the 
wealth of e~erience they ilIllPiied. He said he could not understand how so 
young a man 'as he then was had atta1ned the mental stature Of a: sage.' 

We ventured to ,reply that we beHeved there was ,but 'One explanation, and 
quotE!d the psalmist's saying: "0 how I love thy law! It is my meditation all 
the day. Thou through thy commanllments hast made me wiser than mine 
enemes: for they are ever ,with me. I have more underatandin.g than all my 
teachers: for thy testimonies are my medItation. I understand more than the 
ancients, !because I keep thy precepts." For 'it was on this gt'ound that Ellhu 
presumed to speak. He said: "I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore 1 
was afraid and durst not show you mine opinion. I said, 'Days should SlPeak, 
and multitude of years shoulll teach wisdom. But there is a spirit ,in man, and 
the Inspiration o,f the Almi~hty giveth tliem understandin'g. Great men are not 
alw!l-Ys wise, ,neither do the aged understand' jud'gment. T,herefore I said, 
Hearken to me. I 'also win shew mine opini'on." • 

'The p,rophet i-s a messen'g,er. In the N~w Testament meaning of the term 
he must be an ex.positor of the great principles of the .Bible. And'the expository 
preacher may, come to 'his congregation ,with the authlOrity of y~ars, and the 
'benetlt of unUmUed experience. He is wisdom's mouthpiece, saying: "Doth not 
Wisdom cry? and un,derstandiing :put forth her 'Voice? ... Unto you, 0 men, I 
call; anll my voice ia to the sons 'Of man .... The Lord ~ossessed me in the !begin­
ning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlastin'g, from 
the Ibeginn,ing, 'Or ever the earth was. When there were no depths I was :brought 
forth; ,when there were no fountains a.bounding with water. Before the moun­
Wns ,were settled, before the ·hills was I brought forth; while as yet he had 
not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest ipart of the dust of the world. 
Wlhen he prepared the heavens I was there: when he set a com,pass upon the 
face lO,f the llepth: .when he esta'blished the clouds above: when 'he strengthened 
the ,fountains of the dee,p: when he gave to the sea 'his decree that the waters 
shouId not pass his commandments: when he appointed the foundation of the 
earth: then was 1 by him as one Ibrough t uP' wUh him: and' I was 'd'aily his de­
light, rejOicing 'always before him: rejoic'ing in the 'habitable 'Part of his earth; 
and my delights were wIth the sons of men. 

"Now therefiore heal'lken unto me, 0 ye children: for !blessed are they that 
keep my 'Ways." 

The prophet is a father to h·is people only as he votes ,the ageless message 
of this Book, and spewks the word of the Eternal Father. Then, without a,pology 
or presumption, he may cry in the hearing of the world: "Hewr instruction, and 
'be wise, and re,fuse it not." 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 

We are continually hearing from different parts of the country of bleSSing 
received through the ,pages' of The Gospel Witness. ' It is safe to say ,that 
the printed sermon rea'ches at least three or four times as. many people as the 
utm.ost seating capacity of Jarvis, ;Street Church. From ministers and layme.n, 
as well as f!'lom shut"ins, and those who are deprived for other reasons of the 
privileges of the ,sanctuary, we al'oe receiving testimony to the blessing rece,ived 
throug~ th,ie paper. 

A ,suggeetion reSlpecting ,'Christmas': In response to the suggestion in 
7'he 'Witness of last week that a swbscription to The Gospel Witness ,for 
a year would make a ,fine Christmas present, su'bscriptions have ~en pouring 
into the office. We re'peat the suggestion here. Next week w,e shan pu'blis,h 
a spe'c'ial Christmas number with some ChriS'tmas features; and we sn-gges't 
that you send your su'bs'criptions to the office In time ,for that n'llm'ber. to be 
sent as the 'beginning of your 'Christmas gUt. 

And what 'a'bout a 'ChriS'tmas. present to the Lord·? The ·possibilities or 
'The Gospel Witness are just 'beginning to dawn UIPon ,us. -If only we had 
a little capital we might widely extend its usefulne,ss'. Its publication at its 
pres,ent rate is mad:e poss.ible 'by the l1be'rality of many Jarvis -Street me1.ll'bers. 
But many outside' of Jarvis 'Stre'et will r.ead these 'Wordls.' Lf you h,ave s'ome 
of the ,LordPs mo-ney which yOU would like to invest for the ,good' of men, and, 
fOr His glory, we suggest that you remember The Gospel Witness Fund. 
Money is always needed, an'Ci will be ,gratefully received. 
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THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 
The woo'lt of the Bible 'School continues to pros.per. Where the majority 

of people are un'accuSltomed to atten·ding an early mor-ning s'chool, it is oot 
easy to get people to cha·nge their habits. For this reas'on our growth has 
been s'lower than in some places'. Notwithstand.ing, real prog·ress iSl being 
mad·e, although we 'are as- yet only in the begtnning. . 

-Last !Sunil·ay the attend.ance in the various: d·epartments was as' follows: 
Cra"d'le IRoN, 5; Beginners', 33; Primary, 63; Junior, 116; Intermed.date, ~2; 
Young ,Peo.ple',g" 94; Adult (indud'ing officers), 112; a total of 50'5. Thisl is the 
attendance of an ordinary Sunday, an·a is' far in axC68'S of the highest or~ddnary 
attendance recorded· in the last fourteen years, even when the Boys( Home 
and Oakham Hous'e were counted in. 

And practically the entire school remained to the close of the morndng 
service. 'Several 'came forward In respollS'e to the invitation, and the whole 
service waSl one of much 'blas'sing. 

What this principle of having over ,51)0 young people in the mO,rDling service 
promises for the future, it is impoSSli'ble to forecast. It is! training the young 
people and children to attend' church, ILIld' provi'des the Pas.tor with a great 
evangelistic opportunity every 'Sunday morning'. We shall be greatly d·isap­
pointed if our school attendance does. not reach the l,'O()OO mar,k before the en'll! 
of our church year, March 31s·t. ' 

THE CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL. 
On Wednesd·ay, Decemlber 19th, th·ere will be a Christmas Fes'tival for the 

Cradle Roll, Beginners' and Primary 'Departments of the Bible School.. Tea 
will be se·rved. at ·5.30 ,p.m. for both ·childre.n and: their mothers; after which 
the young ,folks will entertain the oIdler ones with carols, recitations, etc. 
Following this, gifts will be dlistributed from the Christmas Tree. It Is 
rumore·d that a great and popular ·friend: of all the' childre·n will 'appear during 
the proceedIngs. 'Can the children guess his name? It is hoped' that the 
mother of every sicholar of these ·departmentS! will be present with their 
children. 

NEWiS ITEMS OF THE WEEK. 
Tuesday Evening. The Lecture Hall was IfI.lle,d fo·r the prayer·meeting and 

Bi'ble lecture. It is abu·nd'antly evident that the Bible is' the most popular book 
In the world" and! that nothing in,terestSi people like its .e'XpositioDJ. .MalllY ' 
strangers ·were there, and: ,of our own people, some Hving 24 miles' apart. 

Wednesday Evening. The Young People's' Department of the' Bible Se-hool 
had: a Christmas' boanquet. One hund-red' sat down to the table·s, In ad'diition to 
the large number of waiters. It w'al!' an evening of spiritual re·freshmeIllt with 
the Lord, Hims·al'f co·nsdously in the midst. How the -Superintenden,t of thIs 
!Department, /MiSS! Violet .stoakley, our able church 'Secretary, manages· to 
crowd so much work into the ·day Is a mystery to ordinary' .folkB'. This De· 
partment has an enrollmoent of 136 unde·r our n.e'w ,plan, of whom only 16 were 
in the school ·when our morning sehool began in .october, an incre'ase of '7>50 
per cent. in about two mouths. Of course this· do6:S1 not repr.esent all our 
young people, ,for our teaching staff repres·e·nts about 1,30 more, besides' some 
whom ·w.e 'have not yet built in;to the s·chool. But thes.e young ,people includ'e 
many students from the UniverSiity and from several colleges in the city, as 
well as many in business Ufe. Watch this d,epartment grow se·veral hund,r.e·d. 
per cent. more in the nex,t three months'. , 

Another Meeting. While the Young People'.s 'banquet was In progress the 
JuDlior Gospel servic~ was' bein'g held in the Le'cture. Hal'l. At thiSi service 
there were 326 Juniors pr.esent. The diivine blessing is re·sting upon this work 
of Brethren HutchinsQIII and· Turney on these Wedne·sd'ay evenings· in Jarvis 
'Street, and Frl'day evenings· at the Bran,ch. 'ConversionS' take place. weekly. 

The Branch Festival wIU be' held Friday, [)ecemlber 2,8th, when; a hot din. 
ner will 'be served to the school, to be fonowed' by a Christma.s entertainmen.t. 
Donations in money ·and. ,provision,s are earnestly solicited;. ·Ple·a5.e leave them 
at the church office or hand! to Rev. W. !L. IM'oKay. ' . 

Also ChriSitmas dinne·rs for two families' of 7 and! 9 res.pectively are asked. 
·for. Address the office. . 
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