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"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection."-Romans 6: 5. 

~~
HERE w-as a time when I assumed that the great fundamentals of 

T
' the Christian faith were lmown to everybody; an.d I suppose ·in 

an intellectual way -many o'f these great trutha are known. But 
the Ifact is, we ,know nothing of the spiritual realm unless and 
until we are taught of God. "It is written ,in the prophets, And 

they shall be all taught of God," said Jesus. "Every man therefore that hath 
heard" and hath 'learned of the 'Father, cometh unto me." God is a. great 
teacher. When He ,by His .spirit teaches iIIlen the truth, they know the, truth, 
and by the truth they are made free. And yet, without ,i'ntending to be in the 
least cens'orious, '1 ,think hones~y must compel us to admit that the churches of 
all denominations have been largely for some years without a teaching mInistry. 
I do not mean all churches; I mean that ministers, too ,generally, hav-e sought 
by persuasive speeoh, by the discussIon of subjects which relate primarily to 
this life, to ,awoSlken an -interest in religiOUS matters. ·1 have discovered that 
many people who ,seem to be intelligent; Who are 8)ble to give you an i·ntelligent 
view of ,current events, Beem to know almost nothing of the Word 'of God. 
'J1r.ere .seems to have come upon us a famine of hearing tJ1e Word 'of the Lord; 
so that 'it ·is neces'sary for us to go over the 4I.rst :principles again and: again. I 
remember reading in a sermon of Spurgeon's 'a remar.k to this effect, that he 
was goIng to speak upon some familiar lSu:bject~1 forget w-hether it was grace 
or faith,-but of some aspect of truth which he had treated a hundred times
"But," he said, "I am ,going to talk to you on -that same Iilubject fur ,the same 
reason ,that a ,mother tells her ,boy a hund~d times to do the same thing
hecause ninety·nlne times are not enough." And he said, "I was in the country 
the other d:ay and I( saw a man dibbllng 'beans, three at a time; and he .sang 
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as he 'Went on his way, 'One for the worm, and one for the crow, and let us 
illopE' the other wHl grow.''' Well, we need ,to do that-to tell the simple tru·th 
of the gospel over and over again in the hope that ,by the blessing ·of .God some 
.seed. -wUl re!llly ,grow. 

I have read to you this evening tl1at cl1a,pter on .fundameJ;l.tals-the fifth 
. chapter of Romans. The Apostle 'by Inspiration ISO plainly and simply ·declares, 
"Wherefor.e, as ,by one man sin entered ,into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death ·passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." There -is no room for 
your evolutionary philosophy in the fifth chapter of !Romans. I·f you 'believe 
t!le ·fifth chapter of Romans, you will repudiate ,the doctr.ine of Evolution; and 
if you accept I])arwinism, you will reject the fifth chapter of iRJomll;ns. They 
c!lnnot ,be made to agree, and we shall be w·ise to recognize that fact. There 
was one man made in God's image and Hkeness, and by his disobedience many 
were made sInners: "By one man sin entered, into the world, and de'ath 'by sin; 
and so death ·passed upon all men, .for ·that all have sinned." The human race 
is not climbing the stairs to glory by its ow:n .power; men will ascend only as 
they are laid hold upon ,by the sovereign grace of God. And then !Paul ·goes 
on to say, "!For as .by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so ,by 
the o;bedience of one shal,l many be made rig.hteous." There is the first Adam, 
and! the long :}.ine of descend8lnts-<sinners everyone. And there is the second 
Adam, Willo comes to be the Head of a new race, and to realize ,the fulfilment 
of God's :plan and purpose w,hen He sa;id: "Let us make man in 'our image, 
after our likeness." Jesus ,has come; and j11lSt as by our natural birth own 
the guilt of the one, so ·we may by faith, and ,by a birth ·from above inherit 
the grace of the Other. And the teaohing of the fifth chapter of Romans ds, 
that we have our choice eitller to appropriate the .guilt 'Of the first Adam and 
go down with him into ·death, or by faith to appropriate ,the grace of the 
second Adam and ascend wdth Him into ·glory. . . 

.Paul ·further says, th·at we are 'saved' by ·grace. "The l8IW entered, that .the 
offence might abound. But where sin 8!bounded, grace did much more aJ>ound." 
The 'bIgger the sinner, the larger the measure of grace. 'Dhe more a man 
has sinned, the more he is forgiven. -But It is all of grace in any ·case. Grace for 
this 1ittle .chHd, who -was 'baptizedl a few moments ago, and willo early in life's 
morning opens her .heart, or, more accurately, whose heart is 'opened by the 
gracious .infiuence 'of the ·Spirit to ,the incoming of the Lord Jesus IChrist; and 
grace -in the case of 'her great-grandmother of eighty-six years of 'age, who at 
this morning's service, late in life's eveningtime re.ceives a touch from God 
and ,is made a new ,creature in Christ Jesus. Now, that is the gospel; that is 
'how God savea-.of His ·free and sovereign mercy, He blots out our trans
gressions and mwkes us new creatures in Christ. 

Then ,fol'loWIS the siX:t'h chapter: "What shalol .we say then? :Shall we 
continue ·in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, 'live ·any longer ,therein,? Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus 'ChrIst were baptized into his deat!b.?" Don't you know the 
m.eaning of 'the professiQn you have made? Don't you know its spiritual 
significance? 'Paul says, "Know ye not, th'at so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were .baptized into his de8lth? Therefore we are buried with him 
by ,bapti-sm into death: that Uke as Chr.ist was 'raised up from the dead by ·the 
glory of the Father, even so we also. should walk in newness o()f Ufe. For 1,f we 
have Ibeen .planted together in the Ukeness of his death, owe shall be also -in the 
likeness of his resurrection." 

I take this text this evening not to ·preach on baptism 'but to preach the 
. gospel to sinner.s; for this ordin,an'Ce is ,but a pictorial representation of the 
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hl'art .of. Il.ivi.:ne revelation in Christ. "Ohrist d~ed for our sins according to 
th(l s.cri-ptures; and he was ,buried, and· he r·o.se again the third day according 
t!> ;the scriptures." That is what baptism means. I am not .going to argue wi-th 
!,t~·y.body on th.at subject to-night. Any man w.h·o has his New Testament who 
cannot establish rIDle truth of 'believers' ba.-pti·sm--.a.nd the only baptism of which 
the Scrtpture has anything to say is immersion-well, a man who cannot 
eotaplish that with 'hIs open Bible l;1'as not learned to thln-k at all. But ·what 
is the use? There are tens of thooU!lands who know that truth who are not 
:baptized. They do ·not yield to ·the authority of God's Word. They say, "It 
does ·not make any difference what the Scriptures teach. My father .was· a 
paedobaptist. I was born in ,certa.i-n associations. I ,belong to a certain church 
where infants are sp:r:inkle(i and where .~mmersion is never practised; and so 
far as ·1 am ·concerned that settles it." Yes, but d,f you would open your Bible 
and read God"s Word without prejudice you would find you are all wrong. I 
m'ake no apology llor that. There is no.thing .in the Scriptures to justify infant 
'ba.ptism. It is a human ~n-vention from ·begIn,ning to end. There ·is nothing 
in -the ,Scriptures which ,by the wildest imagination ,could justify infant 'baptism .. 
The 'only bapti-sm of which the :Sc:r:ipture 'has anything to say is the baptism of 
,beHevers. Baptism is for those who ibeli'eve, and for those who beli-eye only.· 
Nobody 'has' any right Ito ·be baptized; nor has any minister the right to per
form, in the Name of the Father, Son, 'an·d Holy Ghost, a ceremony which is 
contrary ·to the teachIng of Scripture. I am not going to argue about that; [ 
.make that assertion as you will expect me to make it; you knoow that this is 
a 'Baptist ·church, and that that is what we stand for. But there is a far more 
important qUestion ·than ·that: we should Jtnow .the truth <which ds symbolized by 
,ooptism; ·and when we know ·that truth, and have a clear apprehension of the 
teaching Oif Scripture .respecting thi-s ,great central ·fact of Christian experience, 
,then we shall have very little ·d'ifficulty In the matter of the outward expression 
of our ·faith. That 'will ·follow as a matter of course. 

I. Believers are ·required to confess their faith in AN ORDINANCE ni- WHICH 
THEY ARE PLANTED IN THE ,LIKENESS OF CHRIST'S DEATH. And therein we have 
the -gospel. Christ d·ied and was buried. :The Ibeliever confes'ses tmat he has 
become identi-fied with the death of Christ; that he -is vitally ·interested in the 
death of Chr.i.st; that he sustains some everlasting relatloneohip to that tre
mendous fact; and by his 'bap·tism he ,proclaims -to all the world that he ,is 
~planted in the l·ikeness of IChrist's death. 

Oh'rist's d'eath, tirst of '18.11, was a vicarious death. He died ·as a Sinner; 
He was fals9ly accused, and falsely and unjustly committed to the cross iby 
His human judges. But behind: all that was the divine purpose that He should 
,be made an ·offering for sin. Th.i.s ordinance can have nO.meaning whatever if 
the death of ·Christ was merely exemplary; if it was an example; if it was just 
·the end of a life wen lived; if the 'Lord Jesus was nothing m·ore than a martyr 
to the truth; if He had sealed with ·Hb bloo·d His tes'timony as a teacher
.if ·that is all ·there ·is dn It, there is certainly no reason why His dI.sciples 
should be 'buried with Him .by baptism into death. But the great and siJIl·p"le 

·tr·uth is that Cb,rist doJ.·oo instead of 'U.S: "The Son of ·man came .p.ot to be 
ministered .unto, .but to minister, and to give his Ufe a ransom for many." 
T·he believer appropriates that vicarious sacrifice; he "looks -to the cross and 

-he declares that the death of Christ was hIs own death: '~He died ip.stead of 
me." One ,can imagine ·in -the darkness, as th-ose three 'figures 'h'ung u.pon the 
crosses, a man standing nearer than ·the majority of the spectators, and with 
deep .emotion gazing upon that central figqre; :if there were sufficient light, 
,perhaps -yOJl would ··have seen ·great tears roIling down his cheek; and f.f you 
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had said, "Who is 'he? Why is he so deeply moved by that spectacle?'" one 
might have answered, "His ·name is Barabbas; and he knows that the iMan on 
the centre cross died instead of him." Bara.bbas was a robber. So the con· 
victed sinner looks to Jesus and he beholds in Him One on Whom God ihas 'laId 
tht> iniquity of us all. 

'Furthermore, the death of Christ was an ·alZequate penalty. It was the 
.payment ef an adequate price. You remem'ber that when Joseph of Arimathaea 
came to beg the body of Jesus, Pilate enquired whether He were already dead; 
and he marvelled .that He was already dead. But when dt was cerUfied that 
J'esus of Nazareth was really dead, Pilate surrendered His body to the 'burial; 
,but not until death had completed ·its ·work, not until He had ibowed His head 
and had given up the ghost was He taken down from the .cross to be laid away 
in the sepulchre. ,My dear friend, Jesus Christ took account of a;ll our sins; 
He died the just ,fer .the unjWlt; He effered to God a moral equivalent for the 
penalty which all ·the human race had incurred: being Himself God as well 
as Man, 'He laid: down ·that life which ·was "an indissoluble Hfe," and 'in which 

. all eternity was compressed. He offered Infinity as a sacrifice; He offered 
Hie perfect human na.ture, rendered of infinite value by union with ·His Deity. 
and: in His own body He ,bore our sins en the cross; He died when He had paid 
the uttermost farthing of cur indebtedness, 'and He was 'buried. What does 
baptism mean? It means that the sinner has come to see that not .part of ihis 
sin. not the sins of the past only. 'but that aU his sins ,were laid upon Rim; 
that his debt has been wholly discharged, for Jesus paid i,t aU; 11100 by ap
propl"iatin'g that death as my own, I am buried with Christ .by baptism into 
death. 

To be planted in the UkeneSIS of His death means to surrenlZer the oJIZ life, 
the "ollZ man" 'With all his lZisposition, to lZeath. It means that we are to reckon 
ourselves dead. There was a time willen there was another plate put at your 
table; there was a time when there was another chair; and always when the 
family ,gathered IIIbout ·the table, there was provisi,on made for somebody else. 
But thlllt somebody has gone; and he or she 'Will never sit at that table again. 
With ibreaking heart you laid the precious body away -in the cemetery. olot was 
huried. And you 'knew, and you know to-day that until the day that Jesus 
shaH come in resurrection power and glory, .that loved form will never sf.t at 
thc fam-ily board again. Because of that, that person is reckoned out, reckoned 
to be 'dead. Just so we are to reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin. We are 
to reckon that the "old man" was delivered up to dellltb., and is 'buried in the 
grave of Jesus; and we ar,e to make n'o prov-ision whatever for gratifying his 
desire. He is to be denied; he is to be reckoned dead always while we reckon· 
curselves to ibe alive unto God. "Put ye, on ,the Lord Jesus 'Christ, 'and make 
no provision for the fiesh. to fulfil ·the lust thereof." 

To 'be .planted in the 'likeness of Christ's death involves two very simple 
things. It involves repentance, ,because I admit that this life of moine deserved 
de3lth and nothing but death, that "the old man" was not fit to 'live, the "old 
man" had to ·be taken to the cross, and laid there, cru.cified, and buried out of 
sight. On the other 'hand, it i-nvolves a confession of faUh, inasmuch as I see 
in J'esus Christ the substitute 'W'he died in my room and stead. 

II. But the better part of my text is the second clause: "For If we have 
been planted together in the 'likeness of his death, we shall be also in ,th'e 
likeness of his resurrection." "Therefore we are ,buried w'ith 'him 'by baptism 
inte death: that like as ,Christ was raised' up frem the dead by the glory of 
tllil Father, even so we also should walle in newness of Hfe." Wiha.t d'oes this 
resurrection symbol mean? What did the resurrection of Ohrist .mean? It 
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was a certification of the Father's acceptance of the ,8on's sacrifice; and it UI 
the divine certification that· your debt is 'Paid. He . was "delivered for our 
offences, and was mised again for our jusU.fication," ,in order that He' might 
plead the merits 'Of His own blood' and demaniJ. the'posseseion of ·that which He 
had purchased at so great a' ,price. I do not wonder that the DevU hates the 
doctrine 'ofthe Virgin Birth of Christ. I do not wonder that he hates the 
doctrine of the !physical resiirrectioh 'of Christ. They are all one. The one ds 
as easily ,beHeved as tihe other; tliey are both supernatural, and taken together 
they .certify· the 'great truth 'Of the essential Dei·ty of Christ. But listen! . He 
is ".declared to ,be the ,Son of" God ·with power, accordiIig to the spirit of iholi
nesS, by the resurrectiori. from the dead." He Wh'O died for our. sins was !raised 
again that" He might ascend into the glory, and spread abroad HI-s wolinded 
miiids, and ·in the ,presence of tihe iDivIne .Holiness cry, '~Deliver him from going 
down to the ,pit: I ,have found a ·ransom." Buried with Christ? Yes, ·blessed 
be His name! raised again with 'Him ·to walk -in newness 'Of life. It· is ·the 
picture of a sinner going into prison; and when the last farthing of his ,in
debtedness is paid, the ·gates swing wide . open, and he comes out again into 
.newness of Ufe. That is wth.at the resurrection of Ohrist means. That ·is what 
this baptism means. It ;is a confes'sion of the 'believer's faith, that !he has 'laid 
all' his sins in the grave' of Jesus Christ and -is· a free man redeemed 'by the 
Iwv.ereign grace of God. The ordiinance itself means nothin·g, apart from ,the 
great truth it enshrines; and ·i,f you keep ·the ordinance where God has put ·it, 
and keep ·clearly in vIew Us s:piritual signific8.Il!Ce, you can ·never .get 'Very llar 
from the heart of the gospel-the great central facts of our redemption. 

But there .is more ·th·an that. Tlhe resurrection of IOhrist ,cel"itifies to the 
etemaZ security 01 the 'beZie'IJer. WllU you take your gospels again a,.nd beg:l.n 
·w·ith the story of the crucidix:lon....;...in Matthew, or ,Mark, 'Or 'Luke, or John, or 
an four, and reiuZ them through' Read the record of ilie resurrection, and 
then ·come ·into the Acts of the Apostles and read the open.ing chapter thl'ough. 
You wHI read that Jesus "shewed, hi·mself alive after his .passion by many 
infalUble iProo·fs, being seen of them forty days." And remember, the great 
truth 'Of the resurrection was the subject of general discussion in Jerusalem! 
Rem:emiber the enmity of ·those who broilght Him to the' cross. Remember the 
power ,by which He was eru·ci·fled. Then ask yourself the question, Why did 
they not appreihend Him a second time? If Jesus was alive, He 'Who had ,been 
crucified, why did not they olay their hands upon Him again, and bring mm a 
second time to the cross', and a second time to the grave? Ah! :This .text says, 
"For in that He d.ied, he died· unto sin once: but in ·that !he liveth, he lIvetih 
unto God." Death has no more domini-on over Him. He rose as the ,conqueror 
of death, and He ·says, "Because I 'live; ye shall live a;lso." 'He Woh'O is your 
su·bs·tittite did not stay -in the grave, my friend; Wihere is He? He ascended, 
and 'He is ioll the gl'ory; and "this same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye <have seen 'him go lnto !heaven." 
And "this same Jesus" is just as much your . ,Substitute . and" Representative 
before the Father's thr·one as' He was on the cross or in the grave. In resurrec
tion power and glory He" rose, and some day He will come agaIn. And i·n ,that 
fact you find the ,pledge of your everlasting' salvation. . Ch'l"ist the Head, be
l,ievers the members of' His body; and'aS surely'as He !has been rec~ived' to 
,the Father's ri~ht hand;' so surely shall lthe [east of ail His elect saints; who 
have been led .by ·His grace';1;o put' thetr ".trust'in Hl1m-4>· surely' shall every 
on'e ·of them ,be brough·t home ·to meet'rwith Him in .gl'Ory. K you understand 
the sy'mboiism of this ordinance, 'you ',wi'll itJe 'very clear on the doctrine of 
eteriuillife: "I .gIve 'unto iiiem:'eterhal Hf~;' and they ·shall never per19h,'olleither 
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shall any man iplu·ck .th-em. out of my hand. My Father, which ·gave them me, 
is greater tha;n all; and no man is SIble to pluck them out of my .Father's hand." 

iBut there is &till another great truth .involved iIlere. The ·resurrecti'On of 
Ch·rist was a triwmph over an ·the powers of darkness, over principaZities and 
powers. That ,battle, my ifr.iend, was not .between Jesus of Nazareth, and 
Caiaphas the hig.h priest, and iPilate, and the 'Roman soldiers, and the ·centurion 
who command1!d them. Oh, no; the battle which was fought upon Calvary was 
a 'battle ,between the powers of heaven and the powers of 'hell; -it was a grea.t 
fi·ght Ibet'Ween the S'On of God and ·the iDevi'l. There this conquerJng 'Christ put 
His triumphant heel upon. the neck of death; He extracted his sting; .He 
·robbed ·the grave of its victory. We are told that we are "cOomplete in him, 
which -is ·t!he head of a1:1 pri!Ilci.pality and power"; that when He died He took 
the bill that we 'Owed and He nai'led it to. ms cross, He receipted' the 'bill; and 
"hav:ing spoiled .principaJ.ities and ;powers, iIle made a' shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it." The v-ictory of the cross was the vIctory 'Of all 
victories! There for ever was settled the question as to whether righteousness 
or unrJghteousness shoU'ld ultimately prevail; whether light ·or darkness, 
whether heaven or hell, should .be triumphant. And Jesus on that first day of 
·the week broke the ·bands of death, and as a Conqueror with the keys of Ufe 
and death swingin-g at His girdle He unlocked the door and walked' out into 
freedom. And in that there 'is the pledge of the u'ltimate triumph of every 
believer. ''!For we wrestle not against flesh and .blood, but against principali
ties, again.st powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spii.rUua:1 wickednesS' in ihigh places." And ibecause of thlllt, we are admonisJhed 
to put on "the whole arm'our of God." And, my ··friends, full of ·sin as we are, 
weak as we are, beaten as we often are, .disappointed as we aU :have been and 
often are still, there is :hope for us in. ·this great truth. There was once a Man 
Who lIved without sIn, and He took your p'lace and mine; there was once a 
Man WIho died and went in·to the outer darkness in your behalf and mine. But 
He came .back .from the outer darkness, because He had paid our debt. iHe came 
forth ·from the grave; He ascended into ·the ·glory; and He took our human 
nature with Him-He took His :body with Him, earried this body of fiesh and 
·bone into ·the presence of God-and ·the Scripture tells us that He is coming 
again in that glorified 'body. Oh, these bodies cause us a great deal 'Of trouble! 
But, blessed be God! this means that some day we tSihall ibe changed. Our 
citizenship is not here. We are poor iIlere; we are lam9; we cannot see things 
clearly-<"we see through a glass da;rkly"-but the day is coming when we shall· 
throwaway all ·of ·these things, when we shall ,be known even as we are, willen 
we shall be delivered from all the infirmities of ·the fiash, and when we shall 
ibe presented "faU'ltless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy." 
I praise God for a salvation that not only en11gh·tens ·the understanding, and 
quickens tiIle spirit, but that promises, ultimately, absolutely to redeem' the 
body, and to presen.t the whole man-<spirit, sou'l and body-without fault before 
the presence of God. Tihat is the salvation we offer; that is the meaning of 
this ordinance-raised again to walk dn newness of Hfe. 

·After the resurrection of Jesus, when Mary came to Him, and when she 
recognized Him, she said, "Rabboni; which ·is to say, !Master," and Jesus said, 
"Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my .brethren, 
and say unto them', I ascend un·to my Father, and your Father; and to my 
God, and your God." ,He said oin effect: "I am gOing back home. My treasures 
are. in heaven, 'willere neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where th·ieves 
do not 'break ·through 'nor steal.''' And going through the grave wt.1lIl Jesus, 
we proclaim to the world, as Paul .did, that we have 'left the old Ufe in the 
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grave, and by that grave we are sepa..rated from :the world, separated unto God 
to walk -in newness of life. 

,wm y,ou receive ,that ,sa:lvation to·night? 'Don't you see, my f'rien-ds, ·that 
it is all in Ohri-st? He died, He was 'buried, and He rose again; and "the 
exceeding greatness of ih.is ;power is to us·ward who ,believe, according to the 
w-orking of his mighty power, which he wrou·ght in Christ--or, as It is literally, 
according ·to the energy of the grasp of His might-when ihe radsed him from 
th'e dead, and set him at his' own right ih.and in the heaven'1y places, far a.bove 
all !principality, and power, an-II: might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not o-nly in this world, but also in that which is to come: and' hath ·put 
all things under his feet, and 'gave Mm to ,be the head over aU ,tih.ings to .the 
church, which is ib.is ,body, the fulness of him that fillefu all ,in all," Shall we 
confess Him to·night? S'hall we declare our readiness ,th1s even-ing to give 
ourselves wholly to Him, and ww'k in newness of Ufe? 

THE SOUL-WINNER AND HIS BIBLE. 

Dr. George Wdlson, of St. Michael's, .Edinburgh, spea.kin'g some :time ago to 
a company of Christian workers, said: "'Dhe iBable is 'being ,crowded out now· 
adays but if we are gOing to help God to redeem the 'World without that Word 
of His, and without ChrIst as He is offe~ed in it, we win ifall. The use of the 
Bible as keyed i-n ;the ,person' of Christ, that ois what we want." 

A know-ledge of the Word ().f God is of paramount amporta..nce in the work 
of soul-winning, 'but this knowledge cannot come without painstaking study. 
T,hat study -need not necessarily ·be crit~caJ, although in handUng the Word of 
God for ·pur.poses of soul-winning -it is weH to have some knowledge of the 
critical ·inter;pretation of 'the iBible, for such study will give an intellectual grip 
upon ,the g·reat foundation truths of the Book. A genera;l lmowledg'e of the 
Word is, ib.owever, necessary. Other information may.'be va;luable, and can 
be used with good effect, but a 'knowledge of the Bible is of prime importance. 
Alas many i-ntelligent Christians have very little understanding of the general 
idea, pur,pose, and arrangement of the ,books of the tJlble. 

In ·the work of winning souls the Scriptures must be presented to tihe soul. 
McCheyne was won.t to say: "It is -not our comment on the Word that saves, 
but the Word itself." When Phm.p sough.t out Nathaniel, he saId: "We have 
found him of whom Moses in the 'Law and prophets did write,'" John 1: 4'3, 45. 
Probably the great majo·rity of unconverted ,people never read ,their Bi'bles at 
all, or at 'best as a part of literature which ,c.arnnot .be ,ignored, and it is there
fore necessary'to present the Word in all i.ts naked ,dig.nity and ,power to the 
BOU'1. 

The Soul-w-inner must know ihow to fi'nd Ghrist in the ,Scri'ptures, Acts 8: 30-40. 
'When ,Philip was ordered: to j'oin himself to the EthiopIan's chariot he found 
there a man engaged w1.th the Prophecy of Isaiah, but without some guide he 
knew ~ot what he was re·ading. Philip at once proceeded to expoun-d :the fifty
third chapter or the prophecy, and from that Scri.pture ",prea·ched unto him 
Jesus." This resuLted in the Ethiopian's conversion. Read the whole story; 
it is amazingly fascinaUng. It is the same still. The telling of the simple 
story will s'ave the ,people. Many have lost faith i'n it, and correspondingly 
power -in souI-w.inn-ing ib.as gone. . 

'Ext·ract ·from add·ress by IRev. Joseph W. Kemp, Auckland, N.Z. 



rrHB pabUcatlOA of this paper _ a miulOIW'J' .... terpriH .. made plll8lb1a lip tbI ..... .. 
.l _ben of Jam. Street Church and others, and .. _t to aabllc:dblln Ill' I11III1 lor P.OI . 

(aDder coat) per,ur. II 8DJ' of the Lord'. __ dB who read thlll haft ncelftd b ........ 
_ IIha11 be Il'atelal 101' 8DJ' th8Dk-olferillC :vou ma:v be able to &ad to The WI=- l'uacI at 
IIIIJ' time; and .peciall7 for J'OUI' P1'QV8 thet tha -ca of Tha WI_. ~ be IIMd Ill' 
the Ho~ Spirit lor the deface of the 'Falth, the aal"a&a of aoule, and' the aaltatloa at 
ChrUt. As oar landB make It poaalble, wa hopa to add to OUl' InIe Bat, from time to ..... 
the _ of mlDlatera at home and miaalcmarica abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
"THE ANGEL OF HIS PRESENCE." 

"In all their aff11·ction ,he was afflicted, and the angel of !his presence sa.ved 
them: in his love and in 'his 'Pity he redeemed them; and 'he bare them, and 
carried them alq .the days of old." "The angel of His presence saved them." 
No d'Oubt ·the Angel of the covenant i·s 'inten·ded, none other than ·the second 
Person of the Trinity, our Lord Jesus Ohrist !Himself. Nowhere else in Scrip
ture is "the angel of His Presence" mentioned. ~ut what a. glorious and sug
gestive title this -is, "The Angel of His Presence." .It is 'but an'other name for 
Immanuel, "God with us." It means ·that He saved His ,people by being present 
with them. He did not save them 'by deputy or proxy. He did not send: the 
highest ·archangel. Only the Angel of -His Presence could save them, the /Mes
senger Wihose presence was the presence of God Willo Himself shared the afflic
tions of His people. 

And tha.t 19 how;God a}iways saves: His presence is salvation. ·The promise 
of His 'presence is the ass'urance of deliverance. It was thus He saved Lot, iby 
personally vIsiting him in ,Sodom. It was thus He saved Israel from iEgypt. 
He went before them, and His presence overwhelmed the hosts 'Of Pharaoh. It 
was thus 'He saved Jacob, "Th.e angel that redeemed me from all evil, ,bless the 
lads," the dying saint exclaimed. It was thus He saved J'Oshua and his army 
before Jer'iooo-;by going with them. lIIe ,promised -Moses, "My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest." [t was thus :Hle s'aved Shadraoh, 
Meshach, and .AJbednego. He did not extinguish the fire, 'but went into the fire 
with them. lAnd when Nebuehadnezzar looked into .the bur.IlIing fiery furnace, 
he s'aid to his counsellors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of 
the fire? They answ-ered 'and said unto the king, True, 0 king. He llinswered' 
and said, Lo, I see four men loose wal,king in the midst of the fire, andi they 
have no hurt; and the form of the iflourth is like the ·Son of God." "The Ang.el 
of His Presence Bavoo them." And when envy opened the lions' ~en to Daniel 
God d'id not close it, but sent the Angel of His Presence and shut the Iioons' 
mouths. 

And with .this truth the New Testament 8ibounds. He did not prevent the 
storm, but came to the storm-tossed mariners wal'king on the waves, and as soon 
as they had receiv.ed Him into the ship "immediately they were at the land 
wh.ither they went." iHe did not forbid Herod's casting Peter into .lPrison, but 
the angel o~ His Presence went in' with him, and 'brought .him 'Ont through the 
ir'On .gate into the street of the city. He did n'o.t ·keep iPaul off the sMp 'Of 
Alexandr.ia, but there stood ·by ihim in the storm the .AIi.gel of 'God, an!! ,by His 
presence all ·that were in the ship ,were saved. 

There is a story 'that !Hen,ry VFII, wandering one ni~t -i-n the streets of 
London in disguise, was met at the .br'idge-.foot by s'Ome 'Of ·the watch, and not 
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giv·ing a good account 'of himself was carried off to the POUltry iCompter, and 
shut up ·for th-e night without ·fire or candle. On his liberation he made a grant 
of tMrty .chaldrons of coals, and a quantity of bread for the solace of night 
prisonel'lB. But our King deliberately and iby no mistake has gone into the 
prison with 'us, and thereby knows well how to sympathize and succor. 'Why 
does the little child want her moth-er to ·go with her to the dentist? Only for 
the comfort Qif her presence. Whatever your present situation, how deep and 
complicated soever your n-eed, the covering feathers of IBis wings are your 
salvation. "Oh how great ·is thy 'goodness, 'Which thou ·hast laid up for them 
that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee ibefore the 
sons of men! T-hou shalt hide them in the secret of thy pres-ence from the 
pride of man; thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavUion from the strife of 
tongues. [Blessed be the Lord: for he ,hath showed me· his marvellous kindness 
in a strong city ... · And we have heard' lHim answer: 

"When ·through the deep waters ,I cause thee to ·go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
Fo·r I will be with thee in trou.ble to bless, 
And sanctify to ·thee thy deepest distress. 

'\When through fiery trials thy pathway shall -lie, 
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only de8'ign 
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine. 

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will 'not, I will not, desert to his foes; 
That soul, ·though all hell shDuld endeavour to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never foreake." 

PREACHING AND PREACHING_ 

Nothing is of greater moment to a Christian Church than the message of its 
preacher, a:nd ·the manner of his preaching. There ·is much' discussion in our 
day touch-lng the ortihodoxy of men in the pulpit; ,but everything has not been 
said when it has been shown ·that .the subject matter of the prea'cher's message 
is in strict accor.d with the teaching of iScripture. 

W-e have read of certain men ·being honoured by being invited, or com
manded, to preach ".before" .the king. That is supposed to be a great ,compli
ment to the .preacher. [But there are many .preachers in less conspicuous .places 
who are .content to preach "before" their aud-lence. Their sermons may be 
perfectly sound and full of gospel truth; but they are se·t 'before their hearers 
much as a picture 1s hung upon ·tihe walls 'of a picture-gallery-it is there for 
inspection and admiratiQlIl: but ·the preaching is nothing m·ore than ·the holding 
forth of a ·certain 'aspect of truth. Of all ,preachers who ever spoke for God, 
our Lord HimseLf was incompara.bly the greatest. A study of His discourses 
preserved ·for us in 'the Bible shows that ·this was not His method of presenting 
the truth. NothIng is more evident than ·that those who 'heard Ghrist .preach 
knew that He was speaking directly to them. That is to say, He did not preach 
before them~He .preached to them. When Be thundered forth His anathemas 
upon pharisaical 'hypocrisy, there was no poss1billty of their supposing tha.t He 
was preaching to somebody else :than those who were present in His aud·ience 
-"Woe unto y.ou, scri'bes and Pharisees, hy,pocrites!" When CPeter preached 
on the day 'of .Pentecost, he did not preach before ,that ·great assembly, but t() 

them: "Jesus of Nazareth . . . ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
9 



cr.ucified and slain." The resuIt of that sort of preaching was, "they were 
pricked i-n their heart." ··Stephen's ilreaching 'Was of the same order: "Ye stiff
necked ·and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do ·always reS'ist the Holy 
Ghost: as your ·fathers did, so do ye." When Nathan the ,prophet told his 
para;ble to David, he preached be/ore the .Icing; when ·he made his application, 
'''Phou art ·the man," he 'preached to :the :king. 

We venture to enter a plea .for direct and personal pleading wUh men: "As 
thou~h ·God did beseeoh you ,by us·: we pray you in Chr.ist's stead, 'be ye recon
ciled to .God;" Let it be remember-ed that the ap,pl1cllltion of the sermon to those 
who ,hear Is just as important as the subject matter of the sermon i1tse1f. 
'Years ago a .friend toId us that he heard on a memorable ,Sunday /Dr. Joseph 
Par-ker and C. H. Spurgeon. He 'heard 'Dr. 'Par·ker in the morning and greatly 
admired the ·sermon. 'But, he said, through it all one was given the impression 
tha,t the great preacher was preaching not ·only to those in the building but 
to many outside, 60 that the indivi·dual hearer lieU himseIf to be 'a very un
important member of ,the congregation. In the .evenin'g he heard Spurgeon 
preach to a great multitude of .. peo.ple; 'but, he said, 'before ,the gr.ea.t preacher 
had :been speaking ·for five minutes ihe forgot all a'bout the great audience and· 
alI the accompaniments of the wonderful service; he forgot even ,the :people who 
were sitting ,beside 'him, and felt that he was ·the only Illlan in the world, and 
tha:t the !preaoher h·a,d been especiaHy sent of God flo talk to his hear,t and 
conscience. And ,that is real preaching I For lasting results it were better to 
,preach to one than to ,preach before many ,thousands. 

THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON COURSE. 
Lesson Calendar. 

Third Period,-A.braham to Moses. 
5. Nov. 4-The kbrahamic Covenant ........................ ·Gen. 12-14 
6. Nov. U-Restatement of Abrahamic Covenant .............. Gen. 12'-14 
7. Nov. 18-iPromise of Birth of Isaac and Destruction of Sodom 

and Gamorrah. . . . ........................... Gen. lJ8, 1~ 
8. Nov. 25~Birth and Offering of !sb.ac ........................ Gen. 21,22 
9. De~. 2-A Bride for Isa.ac ................................ Gen. 24 

10. Dec. 9--The Stolen ·Blessing· .............................. Gen. 27,28 
11. Dec. l'6-Jacob's Ex,perience at Haran ...................... Gen. 29..:11 
12. Dec. 23-Jaco:b, the Supplanter ............................. Gen. 32,33 

LESSON XI. DECEMBER 16. 1923. 
JAOOB'S :EXPER1JENiOE AT HARAN---<GEN. 29-3'1. 

Lesson Exposition by the Editor. 
This lesson affords a further illustratIon of what divine grace can do for 

the worst of sinners. Furthermore, accepting ,the iNew Testament teaohdng 
re~pecting the salvation of Old Testament saints, that i,t was ,by faith they were 
saved, as we (See Rom. 3: 25; Heb. 9: 15; and Heb. 11), we may conclude -there 
is a good deal of the "old man" even in those who have looked into the opened 

'heavens; and that all the ~ifts of the Spirit are needed "for the perfecting of 
the sa1nts." In general, the -lesson afford'S 'I'OOm to .Illustrate the difference 
between jusUfl.cation by .fa.Ith; an instantaneous act of divIne grace insuring 

·the bel'iever's eternal salV'lltion on the ground of another's righteousness; and 
sanctification ,through the Spirit, as a long ;process of spiritual educati()'ll-
more than so-called "religious education,"-continuing through life, and trans
forming the character ultimately ·to a princely r.esemblance to ·Christ. 

I. ·Here then is a young man-young -as a:ges were then reckoned, begin
ning to make his own way in Ii/e. 
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1. Already he begins to reap what he ihas sown. Isaac began IHe with a 
worthy 'patrimony-.A!braham had given him all ,that ·he had; Jacob's selfish 
~9he~i~g to -take advan.tage of 'his brother had -necess1tated his fiight ·from' 
home -yvith only his staff (Oen. 32.: 10). :rhus resort to carnal measures brought 
,trOu.ble to Jacob as to AbNllham. He carried with ihim, too, unhappy memories, 
'-yvh-ich years later made 'him fear to return. Thus our .carnal ns,tures multi-ply 
difficulties' for grace to overcome. 

2: Yet" Jacob carried with hi·m' the 'blessing of a godly father and mother, 
and the memory of tiheir 'godly example. And ,th1s is any man'·s richest dn
heritance. God's rIghteousness is "unto children's. child·ren." 

11. He Found a Wife Under ·Oircum8tances similar to those AttendlLng His 
Mother's Betrothal: an industrious woman ,tending her father's she~p. In -those 
great days aU 'Worthy women were worKing women. 

1. He sought a wHe from among his own .people. Thus Abl"aiham.'s caution 
in preserving the purity of his 'family in the matter of Isaac's marriage ·is 
repeated ihere. 

2. The soory of Jacob's many w-ives is not ihappy ·readoing. But tihe Bible 
tells the truth about its 'heroes, the more to magnify divi·ne grace. In this 
connection read 'Matt. 19: 3·9' for the rule of ".the begin.n·ing." 

3. In his 're1ation wi·th Laban, Jacob reaps_again what he has !Sown. In 
the most intimate of human relationsMps he .fs deceoived ·as ihe deceived 'his 
father. God's' law is as 'inexora.ble in the moral ·realm as in ·the physical: 
"With what judgment ye jud.ge, ye shal'l be judged': am:d with what measur.e 
ye mete 1,t '8l:lall .be measured to you again." As "wisdom is justified of 'her 
children," so folly is judged and condemned of her chUdren. 

III. Div1m.e GTace is Furthet' Magw;;ji,ed. 
1. A family so strangely established ·becomes ·the foundation of the chosen 

nati-on, to whom the divine oracles are committed, and of whom 'Chr·ist came. 
How truly was ,the Lord Jesus .Christ our iFellow,-'One of us, bone of our bone 
and flesh of our flesh. How glorious is Redemption which pUl"t.fies sucih 'human 
nature, and, glorifyEing it, carries it to the throne! 

:2. The hand of God is seen in ,Jacob's material prosperity. In spite of his 
own trickery (ch. 30: 311-43'), hIs increase was due to the blessing of God 
(31: 7-13). Thus we may learn ,that a'll laws which govern the 'physical uni
verse are su.bject to divine control, and we may wen take God into par.tnership 
-'Il.ay, m8Jke Him 'Lord, in the temporalities of Ufe. IGod is here seen fulfllUng 
Hls prom-ises, and 'blessing Jaco.b according 00 'his vow made at ,Bethel. 

3. The story of Jacob's experience at (Haran shows all things working 
together .for good, etc. (iRom. 8: 28.) Wn.e~ God ·is given place in a human 
life, all evils and all enemies are subjected to 'His wIll. ' 

4. Here, too, ·the vicarious .principle is' i1J; operation: "Tille Lord hath 
blessed me fur thy sake" (30: 27). Thus the prOm.fsed ;Seed is ever made a 
blessing to others-a prop'hecy of Him in Whom all nations 'of ·the earth are 
blessed. 

CHURCH .N;EWS AN;o AN~OUNCE¥EiNTS. 

Young Women's Mission Circle. The regular monthly meeting of the 
Young Women's Mission Circle will be held Monday evening, December lOth, 
at 8 o'dock, in the Church Parlor. The subject-UMiss Hatch and Her Wo·rk 
Among ·the Lepers in India," will be ta:ken by severall members of the Society. 

The Dorcas Society will meet Thursday afternoon, December 13th, at 2 
o'clock in the Churc·h Pa~lor. All members of the church and congregation 
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are invited. If you cannot come early to sew, come when it is convenient, 
and have a look at our work. Chri.stmas boxes will be packed for some ot 
our Home Mission pastors, and we invi.te you to examine the contents of ,these 
boxes. Supper wiU 'be served as usual at 6.30, and will be in charge of some 
of the young married ladies of the church. We hope for a -large gathering 
of the youn·g people and gentlemen. A collection is taken at the tables to 
defray expenses. Donations of money or dothing most gra,tefuUy-received. 

Next Sunday. The Pastor will be in the pulpit morning and evening. 
Twelve or fifteen wiU be ,baptized during the evening service, following which 
the Monthly Communion Service is to be observed. If all are able ;to be 
present, seventy new members will receive ,the Hand of lFellows'hip, and others 
are waiting to join us by baptism and letter. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS AS A CHRISTMAS GIFT. 

Some of our members have already been in the office making arrange
ments to subscri'be for "The Witness" as a Chris'tmas ,gift to their friends. 
We 'hope many others may feel led ,to do the same. It would be most appro
priate at this time that you 'begin sending this messenger of God's "unspeak
able Gift" weekly throughout t·he coming year to the home's of your converted 
and unconverted friends. Vie should be glad to enclose suita'ble greeting card 
with the first issue of all such subscriptions. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 

T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. Randolph 0628. 
George Greenwa:v, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson 0910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secre,tary. Tel. M. 5670. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 George,St. Tel. M. 3321. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 55 Muir St. Tel. Ken. 4353J. 
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave. Tel. Randolph 1268. 

Sunday. For the week beginning Dec. 9th, 1923 

9A5-Bible School, including an Intercessory Class. W. J. Hutchinson, Supt. 
11.00-Public Worship. Dr. T. T. Shields will preach. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Pu'blic Worship. Dr. T. T. Shields will preach. 
a.30-Communion Service and Reception of new members. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8-Prayer Meeting. 
Tuesday-6.30-Teachers' Meeting. BAS-Bible Lecture. 
Wednesday-7.1S-Junior Gospel Lantern Service. 
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. Evangelistic Service, 7.0o..-Rev. W. L. M,cKay. 
Monday-8.00-Young People's Meeting. 
Wednesday-8 o'clock-Prayet' Meeting. 
Friday-7.15-Junior Meeting: Mr. F. Turney and Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. 
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