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"And he said, Lay not thine !hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 
unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld 
thy soli, ,thine only son from me."-Genesis 22: 21. 

~
. ~ ROM." I .... n w, , ... ",I. morn.Ing, .. w.K .. fro .. m_, .... , 
F ~ !(lassages ,in the. !New Testament, we learn .that .AbMham is the 

supreme example gi,ven us In the S,!)ripture of wha.t it is tOo believe 
God. 1 want .to spealk this morning of that last and most severe 
trial to wh,ich hIs faith was subjected, when he was r,equir8ld! of 

God to offer up his 'only son. We have ,in bhis story a.n Hlu'Stration 
of how God demands and o'btains for Himself the 'first !plwce in a 'human Ufe. 
Abra'ham is an example of what 'it means rto ,put God, first, to trust Rim 'before 
and beyond and above all others. 

I. ,I shahl begin by saying that God requires us to ,put Him ;first BECAUIiIE HE 
IS GoD: "The Lord He is God:; there -is none else ·beside him." I,th·lnk we need 
very especially .in our day to emphasize the 1mpar,tance of giving God' His 
r~ghtful place dn our UVeB. The first commandment Is, "Th'ou shw.t !love the 
Lord thy God 'With aU thy heart,and <with all thy s01l!I, and with QH thy mind. 
And the secord' is ilike unto n, Thou shalt \love thy neigh.bour as thyself." :And 
1 WB.I\Jt to remind wH ,the young people, and the iboys and gdrIs, ,too, that import· 
ant ,as 'it is .that we sh:ould ,be rigbtly related to aH the people-to our playmates, 
for ~nstance, .to 'our work·fel'lows, to 'father and mother and ,brothel'liil llind sisters 
--the first and most !important consideration of all ,I,s tllat we should ,be properly 
related to God; that we should remember God; that we should have ,the fear of 
God ,before our eyes, and a dQve for God in Qur bearts. 

Now, God 'CMIle to Abraham and ,claimed a pla.ce for Himself. There are 
a ,greM many Christian ,people--I ou~M ,to say ,professing Christian people-



who talk of their associatiolis in 1:.b.e church, of the little ,))it of work t'hey do 
in the ,ohurch; they thInk of their m:in'iBter, and tad:k about 'Mm an'd a'bout the 
work he does-they think and talk about everYlth,ing and everybody but a;bout 
God Himse1f. .A.bra:haan was a man who ,found a place ,in his hi!art f()ll' God, 
and God was never satisfied until He 'had the first place. And that Is what He 
wants in our hearts; ibefore father and mother and ,bro.ther and sister and wife 
and husband, befoll'e everything and everybody else ,in t'he world, God demands 
the first place. ''Thou shad,t worshiip the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve." And I ask 'You who are older, this morning~I think I had 'better 
make ,the application of thIs princIple as ·we go along~what place thi!re is for 
God in your life? This Bible is His Word. ,Do you'IUsten to Him speak to you 
as God? When you pray, do you really oommune with God? [n all your I,Ue
in your . ,business affwirs, in your fam.ily affairs, have you found a place for 
God? Is God reaI and present and precious to you every day? This ds the 
great question. You cannot read the story of Abraham's IHe wHhout feeUng 
,that to Abra'haJID. Ood was real. He was not someone Who lived a&ar off; but 
He was One Willo was a factor dn Abraham's life i!V'ery day. Hi! talked 'With 
Him, and God tlllIked with Abraham. ,God led him, and blessed him; and every
thing that came into Abraham's 11fi!, he recognized as ,coming from God. 

/Wi! should give God the first .place .because He is IGod. No one else has a 
right to His place. We worship Him apart; "Hallowed be Thy Name." The 
!Name of God ·shoulod ever be haJlowed ,by us. I ;tJrust there is no one here ·thb 
morning who ever d'ares to take that Holy Name in vain. Shun that as you 
would Sohun a plague. Remember, God's Name is ,to ,be held 'in reverence. We 
are to hallOW His Name. We are to bow our hearts ,before Him always, be
cause He is God. 

\We are to give Him the ,first place, because He macZe us and not we our
seZves: He 'is 'our ,Creator. The wri'terof the iEpistie to the He'brews say.s, "For 
every honse is 'build,ed by some man; but He that built all ,thi,ngs is Ood." No
'body supposes that this church built dtselof; that this pulopit made ,itself; that 
·this electric lig.ht found its way into this church of itself. Every,body knoW'3 
thlllt somebody! ,planned this house; somebody ,la:id the foundation; somebody 
reared the walIs, put on th'e rQof, furnished it. We kn'Ow,that "every house is 
builded by some man; hut He that built all things is God." The sun does not 
shine of itself; ,the stars do not Ipursuetheir courses of themselves; the rain 
and ,the dew do not come of Ithemselves; they oome ,in obedien'ce to certain 
laws. But be'hind all those laws stands God, and the Scripture says, "The 
-bea-vens declare the glory of God; and the firmamen,t sheweth his handiwork." 
And we, too, are made by God. He made us; we did not make ourselves. Our 
hands, our eyes, our ears, our powers of intellect, our powers of body and mind 
and spirlt--God is the Author of it all. We owe our being 00 Him, and derive 
our life from Him. AlB the ,bread we eat, an-d the clothes we wear, and aU the 
good thIngs we enjoy come from Him, He demands that He should have not 
only a general, vague, recogn:ition, ,but He demands ·that He should ~ave the 
first pllllce in our lives. You d,o not get your 'bread ,primarily from the ,baker; 
he does not get his fiour from the miUer; the miller does not get his wheat !from 
the farmer; the farmer does not get his wheat from the fields; they all get it 
right from the hand of GOod. It is God Who s.preads ,the ,breakfast twble, and 
Who will give us our dinner today, and WIho wiII put the clothes upon our 
back, and a roof over 'Our head, and Who will keep 118 W1II.rm in the winter
time, and supply us with all the !fruits of the earth. And I want you young 
·people ever to have ,that ·in mind; that there is a real God; that He opens His 
hand and eatisfiea the desires of every living thing; and He demands that, 
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be!hind the landlord, and behind the merchant, and the !farmer, and aid. these 
human agents throui,h whose -industry our needs are supplded-He d,ema.IlJW! -I 
that 'We should recognize that behdnd all ;these and above alJ~ these is God; 
and He wants the first pllllce in your life and in mine, 'because of t;!hat fact. 

N. And then He demands recognItion of the ,first ,place BECAUSE OF WHAT 
HE iDOES. God is dOiong something for us every day. He keeps our hearts beat
ing and the blood iIlowing. We owe even our physical ,being to Him; and dt is 
because He ever watches over us that we live 'physically. I 'bought a wallch 
about a year ago. I found it was not a very good one, and I sent it ,back to 
have it repaired, again and again. I have m'et some men who say, "I carry 
m~ ,father's watch. That watCh, sir, is fifty years oId, and" it has been gOin'g 
all that time." And some of you have -in your h()mes, II suppose, a grandfather's 
clock. ,n ,has 'come down' from the dim and distant past-perhaps it is a 
hundred years ol'd-and we say, "Wha.t a wonderful thing that is, t() iha;ve a 
,piece of mechanism that 'lasts as long as that!" And yet, you know, it does not 
last s~o very long-eight days at the most, unless you wind it up. But there is 
a 'ClOiCk :inside my ,breast !here ,that has ,been tick'ing a,way~ell, I am not going 
to tea'l you how long, but dt has been ticking away ,for a ,few ye8ll'-s. And there 
are some of you here who have a watch, not in your pocket, but inside there, 
which has been going a great many years ~onger than mine has. There was a 
woman eighty..s1x years old, converted here laJst Sunday morn'i,ug lin the 
service. She was Slitting in -her pew, and her heart was opened to receive 
Oh'rist. Her watch had been going for eighty-six years; and the Lord had 
,been looking after her all that time, keeping that hear,t of hers 'beating, ex
tending her life, until at last her heart was opened to Jesus Christ. And I 
urge you to remember that God is doIng that for us' ev:ery day; and because 
of that we ought to give Him the very firsot plaoce. We can do without father 
or mother, U we have to; we can do without husband or wife; we lOan do wi,th
out ,children; we can do without each other, and som,ehow or another 'their 
places and our places are taken; but there 1-s one Person Whom we cannot do 
without-we ,cannot do wUhout God. If He were ,but -to ,wdthhold His hand, if 
He were not to make His sun to rise for one single day, the whole w,o'rld would 
be thrown into confus'ion. 

lAnd then God wanted the first place in Abrlllham's IUe because He 'Was 
going to aD for Abraham the very thing that He askea Abraham to aD for Hi,"". 
"Take now thy son, thine only son Il'saac, whom th'ou Iovest, and get thee into 
the land 'of Moriah; and offer him th'ere for a ,burnt offering upon one of ,the 
mountai,ns whi'ch I wdlI tell ,thee of." I do not know what Abraham saii!, but 
I think he must have said something blllck ,to God that is not written here. 
He must have said: "0 God, that is a h8ll'd thing to a,sk me to do, Ask me 
for all my .cattle, for all my slIver, ,for all my goid-ask me for anything, for 
everythdng I have; but let me have Isaac. He is the best 'possession I have. 
He is' the son I love. Do not ask me to give hIm up. How can you a:sk me to 
do that?" And ,I think in some way God must :have communicated s'omething 
of His purpose; He must ,have said to Abraham: "Abraham, I am not as'king 
you to do any more than I am gOing to ,d,o mysel!f. I made you a. 'pr:omoise. 
[ have already fu,l,filled that promise to you in sending this laughdng chl1d into 
your home, when you feared that he never would come; and I have shown 
you th,at I am going to give you. a 'blessing, and that in you and ,through Isaac 
I am going to bring ,blessing to all -the nations of the earth. iBut, remember, 
down yonder, when centuries have passed, on in ,the d'istant future, Another 
will come. He wtal ,be 'bOll"n' of a woman; but He will be begotten of ,the Holy 
Ghost; He w'1ll be My Well-Beloved, My only, begotten Son. I am going to send 
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Him into the worJd, 'and some day, we, too, will ,walk the hillside togeth'61'. 
and we will come to the to·p of the mountain, and I, Abraham, will give My 
Son. I have given yOU' the first place in My life, and iI want the first place in 
your life. I want you to give your best to Moe, just as ,I am gOing to give· my 
best to you." And ·that is what God 'Wants of every one of us: '\God so lovell 
the wo.rld, ·that He gave His only begotten :Son, that whosoever 'beHeveth In 
Him should not perish, ,but have everlasting life." You have in this story this 
morning a pi'cture of that great Swcrifice, at the place caLled Calvary, w·hen 
Father 'and :Son went together, just lilte Abraham ·and Isaac, and when Jesus 
voluntarUy laid: down His life, the Father and the Holy Ghos~ consenting, and 
so made an atonement fOIl' our sins. The same appeaJ. comes to you and to 
me this morn~ng, that because of what God has dO,ne for us, we ought to give 
Him .the very first pl8lce. 

!Further, He wants us to trust Him when we cannot un(lerstu'nrZ lIi'm. He 
came to Abraham, 'and said, ".Albraham, I want Isaac." And I think .AbralJam 
must have said, "'What fo·r?" "IA iburn-t offerin-g 'Il'pon one of the m'ountains 
wh'ich I will tell thee of." "But why Isaac -for a blunt offering? Won't some
thing else do?" "No; no one but Isaac will do." "How Is Thy promise going 
to. be f1l'1filled'? Thou hast said that mn Isaac shall my seed ·be called. Thou 
hast said that Isawc should have children, and Ms children should ~ave· children, 
and so at last all nations of the earth shllll.l be blessed ·through this son of mine . 
.And nOow ThO'll requirest me to .Jay him upon the altar as' a burnt offering. I can
not understand at." Don't you thin'k Abraham talked tike that? And ,the Lord 
said, "No, yO'l1 cannot, .AJbraham; ·bu·t you must trust Me when you cannot 
understand Me. You are a man, and I am God. Haven't I told you that I want 
you to trust Me as God?" And Abraham trusted God when he could p.ot under
stand Him. There are some people here . this mOrnQ'llg who cannot understand 
God; they cannot understand why some things have come into their l!ives; 
they cannot understand why life has become so comp1<icated, and why some 
special diffi,cuUy, some special loss has come. 'But God asks us to trust Him 
there in the difficult :place; and that ex.perience !has come to us just that 'We 
may learn to trust Him in the dark. 

God requdred Albrah·am to trust Him when He see'med to CO'ntradict Him
seZf. You know peoplle nowadays love to talk wbout that which is "reasona;ble." 
That is what young men get -in college. Their professors sometimes tell them 
that God never expects you to believe anything that is ·not reasonable. He 
gave you a mind to .think. And when the professor .talks like that, that young 
man ,begins to feel he is growing a Uttle bit, and says to himself, "0 yes, I 
am a great th.inker." -Dr. Faunce saJid that Fundamentalists would exclude all 
thought and .all th'lnkers from ·the Christian Church. Of course, Dr. Faunce 
knows how to th'ink! il am going to tell him one of these days that he has not 
learned the alphabet of cor.rect thinking-su,pposedlly great ·man lIS he is. 
Excluding all thinkoers? Well, the Word of the Lord says-"iFor as the heavens 
are higher th·an the earth, s·o ·are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your though·ts." An{l df you are wise you will learn to let God 
do your thinking for you, and thin'k God's th'Oughts after Him-they are a great 
deal better than your thoughts. Abraham, no doubt, was tempted, Uke the re3t 
of us, to take G·od's promise an{l put it down beside the requirement oRe now 
made of Mm, and say, "Lord, ·by this demmld T<hou dost contradict every word 
Thou hast spoke'll to me.· trollou didst promiee trha:u w0'l11d'llt Ibless me in 
Iaawc, and now Thou requirest me to lay him 'in the dust of death. How canst 
Thou fulfil Thy w.ord when Thou dost ask me to do that?" I thInk God said: 
"A1br8lham, where d·ld you get Isaac?" "Well, I got him' from Thee." 'IAild 
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he came to you supernaturally, did ille not?" "HIe dId." "He came to you 
out of death, dId he n·ot?" "Yes, he did," '''Well, can I not give him back to you 
in the same .way?"-",By faith, Albraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; 
and he that had .received the promi,se's offered u.p his only ibegotten son, of 
whom it ·was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed .·be cal[ed: Jl;ccounting that 
God 'Was aoble to raise Mm up, even ~rom the dea-d; from. when,ce also he 
received him in a 'figure." Abraham must have said: "Lord, it seems to involve' 
a contradiction of every word Thou hast spoken; but if I cannot understand 
Thy Word, I will crust Thee anyw,ay," You say the Bible is full of contra-dic
tions? It may be full of contradictions to our little thinking. I do not wond,er 
the Bi'ble seems to some people to be fuH of contradictions. It is an old, old 
Book. 'From the be~inn.ing to the end, it covers all human history; it is God's 
final revelation. And who are you, that you thin'k you can under9tand it? 
Do you think your little mind can understand alll that God has written? Get 
dOlWn before Him, and let Him ,be God, and trust Him even w·hen He seems to 
contradict Himself. 'Blessed be God! He is only ,provi·dIng a way whereby 
He may glorify Himself atiU more, and where He may reveal Himself to us 
more and more fully as the ga-eat God. I love that verse wMch sums up 
Abraham's trust: "Willo against hope !believed in hope, that he mi~ht become 
·the father of many na.tions .... He staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God." One evening not ~ong 
ago I was motoring to Brantford. It was dar·k. I could look out of the window 
and see only a.bout a half car's length ahea-d of me; I could just see the Une 
of the road, and all beyond that was fog. That is about as far as we can see. 
We cannot see very far. We have to go on 1n the fog. But I can see A,brlllham 
comIng, and he said: "I can see how Go'd can bless me up to a point, and beyond 
that line lies the realm 'of the supernatural, of the miraculous!' And when 
Abraham came to that line, the IScripture says, "He staggered nut at the promise 
of God through· unbelief;" but he 'Walked right over:it 'into the supernatural.-

"T!he steps of faith 
Fall on the seeming void, 
And .find the Rock beneath." 

God is in that realm, and He wHl show Hi1p.self: "Abr·aham believed God!" 
III. There are many things in this story aJbout which I should like to 

speak this morning; it is an endless story. But I want especially now to say 
that WHEN GOD IS TRUSTED. AS GOD, HE ALWAYS SHOWS HIMSELF TO BE GOD. Will 
you all remember that?-tbat when God is trusted as God, He always shows 
Himself, or reveals Himself to be God. What does -it say about Abraham? 
"Abraham bel'ieved God!' Wha:t sort of a God? The only God there is. Abra.
ham'·s faith gave God His place as God. Somebody here wants to make God 
an entertainer. "Oh," you say, "I would Hoke to trust God to make me happy," 
as thou~h tb-at were Go'd's supreme purpose in the Ylor.ld-to make you happy. 
There Is joy, there is gladness with Him; "In Thy .presence is fullness of joy; 
at Thy right hand there a.re plea-sures ·llor evermore!' But the failure of the 
modern churc~ Hes there in lPart, that He is too often presented to men as 
though He were a sort of a star entertainer. And if that is all He Is to you, 
you will not get much fr.om Hlls hand. There are some peo.ple to whom God is 
nothing more than a merchant-the Head of a big departmental store. God 
demands that you rec'o'gnize in -Him something more than One Who spreads 
your table. To others God is only a teacher; He does not know quite as much 
as some university professors, .but then the best that can be said of Him is that 
He does teach us a few things, that we may learn a. little from Him somo)
!times! Oh, my friend, rea-d thi·s story ·over a,gain, an,d many a.pplications of 
its principle will occur to you. You h-av.e known men who have a meagre God. 
a little bit of a -God, a conception of God as One Who does only little things for 
them. Let us accept God's revelation of Himself, and beLieve God for what He Is. 
Abraham said to God·: "0 that Ishmael might live before Thee!"-As though he 
had sadd, "I can understand Thy promises -on the natural plane. I have got a 
son already; Ishmael is his name; now let Thy promises be· fulfilled through 
Ishmael," And God said in effect: "Abraham, I am 10Gking for a place in your 
life where I can sihow Myself to be God. wm you trust Me to do for YOI\l what 
nobody else in all'the universe can do? Will you step out on the Word of God, 
and believe God, and let God be God in your life? If you ·win, I will do for you 
what nobody else can do." And Abr~ at last saId. "~en" to the promisea 
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of God. And ,Isaac camoe; then he was to offer Mm \JJP; and it roequ-ired a God 
to raise him up again. And kbrlliham said, "I will still let God be God. 
Though He slay me, yet 'WHI I tru.st In Him." 

Don't you see the goreat truth, my friend, that God wants an opportunity to 
reveal Himself as God? 'Somebody says, "I reject 'the idea tJhat God revealed 
iHimself in the BLbie and ende·d it all there! He ~s revealing HiIIij!elf every 
day." Yes; ·there are new revelations every day; but those revelations are 
fuUllments of'Scri.pture. The revelatIon He wants to make is this: He wants 
to find an opportunity In your life to show ·that th'e promise HJ3 made to Albra· 
iham, that out Oif death a Ufe shall come, can be fulfilled in your experi'ence and 
mIi.ne-that ,we can be ,born again, chHdr.en of promise as Isa8lc ,was; that we can 
surrender ev·erything to lHim, and He ~an give -it back to us. What do we 
want in this church? A f.ull church? Yes; but something more than that. 
y.ou can have the multitude if that is what you want, through Ishmael. YOIl 
can make a show ,of success on the carnal plane by the exercise of mere n8ltural 
p'Owers. Get the right klud of 'pre8lcher who will Uckle people's fancy, who 
will entertain them, with all the a:ccoIIliPaniments of that mind of a mini&try, 
'8.D.d yO'll can get people to come to church. IshmaeZ 'Win have chiZaren as 'Wen 
as Isooc, but 'What sort 'lOin they bef Oh, no! We want a church that will 
let God be God! We want to see in this iPlace miracles wrought which only 
G.od can wol"lk. We want to see sl1ch wonders accompHshed by the p,ower of 
HiB Spirit that everybody will say, ''God lives; and if YQu want to know where 
He liives, I can ,tell you a church where you will find ·Him." Now, we are not 
magni,fylng the churoh. There are scores of p'laces' ,in th,is city of wh·i,ch this 
is just as true as of Jarvis Street. The measure of blessing that has come to 
us has ·come not only in answer to our prayers, but in answer to ·the prayers 
of thousands of devout people who hav.e ,been ·pray~ng .. for us. But my point 
is simply this: that God wants a place where oHe can exercise His diivine ·power 
and show Himself to be God; and whenever you and I trust Him as Albrmam' 
did, .He will vindi'cate our faith and He will show Himself to be God. I f.rankly 
confess that I do not care what anybody says about the preaching; 'l do not 
care what any,body says about the singing; I do not care what they say Ilibout 
our chul'lch life, so long IliS they coDlf,ess ,that in tbJis place they find God. rr·hat 
is what God wants; He wants to be God. 

!Shall we let Him be God? is,omebody here says, "Well, sir, I wish I could 
have an opportunity." You have such an opportundty. "Dead in trespasses 
and in 6'ins," He wiN work the same miracle in your 'heart as he wrought in 
Isaac's birth. He cal!. make you a new creature in Chri·st Jesus. He can make 
you a chUd of promJise. He can rais'e you u·p. Is there anyone here this morn
ing. who des'ires to gloritfy God? If so, trust Him absol.utely; gtO down with 
Him into death, lay everything at His feet, and see what tGod can d,o. Let· us 
now ask Him to bless His Wor·d to us this morning! 

THE W(HOLE BIBLE S_S. LESSON COURSE. 
Lesson Calendar. 

Thira Periodr-A.braham to Moses. 
6. Nov. 4-The .A:brahamic Govenant ......................... Gen. 12-14 
6. Nov. ll-Restatement of Abrahamic Covenant .............. Gen. 12'-14 
7. Nov. 1i8--!Promise of Birth of Isaac and Destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorr"ah. . . . ........................... Gen. 1.18, 19 
8. Nov. 26-i8irth and Offering of Isaac ........................ Gen. 21,2.2 
9. De::. '2-A Bride for Isaac ............................... Gen. 24 

HI. Dec. 9--The Stolen ·Blessing .............................. Gen. 27,218 
11. Dec. l'6-Jacob's Ex.perien'ce at Haran ...................... Gen. 29.31 
12. 'Dec. 23-Jaco.b, the Supplanter ........•.................... Gen. 32, 33 

THE STOLEN BLESSING. 
LESSON x. DECEMBER 9, 1923. 

Lesson Exposition by the Editor. 

lit the "WhO'~e Bilble Cour:s~" iBi to ,be Of rea~ Ibenefit, the ·whole Bible muSt 
be' Mudied. Th,erefore, the c.haptel1Sl (~6 and 26) connecting 1!he I'aat lessOn 
Wlith this Sllrou~d 'be carefully stud,ied. ALsiO readi Heib. 1\2: 14,17. 
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It is to !be Observed .that the' Bible ,tells the whole ,tl'luth. 'Dhis· is the s·tory 
of two human- ,characters as ,they ·wp,pear in the lIght of truth. 

I. .It ·may teach us that sin is mixed with our holiest aspirations. Eaau's 
. character is revealed, in cha.p. 2,5: 29-4114. Rebekah hOO dis,cerned· 'Eaau's 
"profanity", as the New l1'estam-ent describes him, whi<lh does not mean ·that 
ille was addicted to the use of what we call "profane" 6IPeech, but 
that !he was WIll'olly of the earth; ·he had no pllbce in his life reserved for 
Goci T·herefore, Rebe'kah cove·ted the blessing !for Ja,cob, w,hom she had 
discerned 'W'8IS not without ,some ,flhought of God, in SlPi.te 'of his many de·fects. 
Rebekah w,as ,th·e instigator of Jacob's dec8!Ption. Thus when we would do 
good, eV'i1 :is present 'With us (!Rom. 7), so thaot we may all ,be tempted to do 
ev:il that ,good -may eome. T.here is not one of us who has n·ot made Re'bekaiMs 
mistBike in some d·egree. 

'WhIlit endless ·illustrations and :ap'plication's ol thi·s ,pI"'illlci,ple are possi'ble! 
:ri. ilit may also !be learned· that God's Pu'rposes Are Often Obscured by 

Carnal Desires. Lsaac, with aLl his eiKc·eIlent qualities, anow-eeL 'llis appetite 
for venison to ,direc.t his ~rophetic gift, and hen·ce would hav·a- Ibestowed ·a 
IProphebic ,blessing Uopon one not entitled ,to 1.1. 'T,huB the earnal mind in m-an;y 
ways may 'misinter.pret the promise of 'Scripture, and ,flhe influence of even legiti
maote d·esires ,of ,tJhe lfIesh may 'altogether cloud our ·s,pirLtual jud·gmen't. 

m: ,We May Learn Frankly t,o Condemn' Evil Though it 'be Found in Good 
Men. Jaco'b was :blessed in spite of his decepUon, an,d not .because of ~t. God 
!Would have found ·some o.ther way of !blessing him had 1b.e ,been'1true. As the 
Bi·ble never condones eVoil, so must not we cond·one it. 

!IV. Jacob is An Example of What 'Divine Grace Can Do for a Great Sinner. 
He was a sel'fish, sche·miilllg man, in,tent upon sel'lVing .his own interests, yet 
·grace -made a prince of him at last. if God eould bless Jacoib, ·there is :hope 
for tihe WOl'lSlt of us. 

V. Jacob's One Redeeming Feature Was That He Recognized God, and 
f'ound 'a pl;:tce for Him in his heart ·and Ufe. He lov·ed the Lor,d his God, 
although in the 'beginnin-g he ga've loi'ttie e:vldence 'of lovin'g his neighbour. Had 
Jaco'b l()oved his neigh·bour as him-self, he would 'have loved· deeply. 'But because 
he ·gave place ItO the !lirSot !Commandment, he was ultim8ltely led .to ,keep the 
second. 

VII. Again We May Learn That Many Excellent Human Qualities May Be 
Displayed by those who are utterly godless as Esau was. There is evoid'ence 
that Esau was a thoughtful an·d dJll,tUul son, and 1b.e was !by no means an un
generous 'or uuworthy brother. Here, too, is an Important lesson. God is the 
Chief 'Creditor; and the ,practJi'ce of the ,ordin'ary ,human vir.tues, 'o,f mere mor
ality-important as' that is, can never 'be regarded· as' a SIU'bstitute for true 
1'eidgion, :tIha't is, for the yield'ing of the heart and life ,to Ood. 

WI. The Contrast Between Jacob and Esau Is Seen In Their Subsequent 
History. ·Es·au {Was always godless, whereas J'acolb recognized and 'acknowl
edged God·. Esau never s'aw the opened -hea'Ven; Ibut JacOib ·1earned tlhat grace 
had established co-mmun~cation .between earth and heaven. :Read in this con
nection the closing verses ·of the !Ii,rst chapter oof John. ·J·acob Hsten·ed .to God, . 
received the promise, and, Hoke Abraoham, lQeUe'Ved. :IHs bar,gain at !Bethel Is 
sometimes descrtbed as sellflsh; but -it -is surely .better to goive back to GOod 0I!8 

tenth than nothi.ng at all. Moreover, Jacolb recognized the -truth of -the New 
Testament, that every ·good gift and every perfect gift ·I'S from 81bove. 

Esau, on ·th-e other hand, Uved for ltime and ·sense ,on,ly. :He never ,built 
an altar, and never called .Ulpon God. F'or one morsel of meat· he sold his· ,birth
!right, and afterward found no place of repentance, thou·gh he souglht lit care
fully with tears. 
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THB publication of this paper as a m1aslonary enterprise Ia made poealble by the aifta of 
1 members of Jenrie Street Church and others, and Ie sent to subscribers by IIUIil for 11.00 

(UDder cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read thIa have received bleeala8. 
.e shall be grateful for any thaDk-offeriDl you may be able to sead to The Wil:De88 Fund ., 
any time: and especially for your prayers that the meseace of The Witness may be WI8d by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvati.oll of soule, and the ualtatioa 01 
Christ. As our fuade make it possible, we hope to add to our free llat, from time to time, 
the llIUDes of miaisters at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
THE CANADIAN BAPTIST AND VA'N LOON'S "STORY OF THE BI.BLE." 

[n The Oanadian Baptist of Novem.ber 22nd, there a.ppeared an Editorial 
entitled, "On Wrliting BLbles." The EdItor refers to various ",Bmles" and "Lives 
of Christ" appea·ring of late from the pens of all· sorts of authors, and especi
ally mentions PllIpini's !Life of Chr.ist, and Professor Goodspeed's New Testa
ment in Modern Speech, and continues: 

''Now Van Loon appears in the lists with a 'hig book iSSllled at a 
high price, on the "·Story of the Bible." 'It as most attractively !printed. 
and bound-in fact, a very catchy work. With advance copies issued, Van 

. woo. say;' -it is "the story 'as he would 1f.ke to tell it to his children," 
and that he is not attempting to write any commentary on the Bible. 
One pities the ·children !If th·is is to ·be their spiritual food. Any child 
fed on Van Loon's BLbie wHI have a very peculLar knowledge of God'S 
rword. The author has an exceedingly fertile imagination, aad so there 
are many things in the story that one cannot dis'coV'E!r in the sacred 
word, an·d there are some vItal omissions. Van Loon, of course, would 
explain that Hmitatf.ons of space prevent any enlargement of the story. 
'f.hat may be the reason, but whatever the cause, some of these omis
si'ons utterly change the meaning of the original and destroy essential 
truths of Christian fa·ith. Thes'e ma:ke the book utterly unreliable and 
ifilled with error. 

"Attractive th'e book 'is in makeup and style of author&hip, but 
one lays it down wi·th a feeling of intense sorrow that s·o mu·ch good 
print and money was uS'ed in such a poor way. -God's Bible is 
vastly &uperior to Van Loon's. Man's attempt to improve the work of 
God has 'been an utter failure. His "IS tory of the Btble" will give a false 
v·iew of sacred things-its very attractiveness adds' to dts danger
ibut the story told in the old, old ·book of our fathers is divine, and 130 

it w1ll give a correct conception of the essential's of life. 
"H one wants a. story of the Bible, for youth or adult, the onlly 

complete and perfect one is the old Bi-ble itselJf. Van Loon's is a tra8'lc 
failure." 

We gratefully acknowledge this editorial response of The Oanadian Baptist 
.to our Editorial of November 15th. We are gratified to know that our inter
pretation of The Oanadian BaptiSt's error ,in printing a review of Van Loon's 
"Story of the Bible," which practical.ly amounted. to a commend·ation of the book, 
was correct, and that its insertion was due to an inadvertence. We have no 
doubt the Editor will be careful in future not to allow hiB book reviewer to 
misrepresent The Oanaclian Baptist's !position. 
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A REGRETTABLE INCIDENT. 

The following letters explain themselves. We regret the necessity of writ
ing them, and still more of publishing them. In the last paragraph but one of 
the first letter we announced our intention of publishing the letter last weeki but" 
afterwards felt that, in fairness to the Chancellor, we should await his reply. On 
receipt of his letter we felt there was nothing for us to do but to make our pro
test. We trust this incident was no more than a blunder; but even on that score, 
it is surely necessary that some protest be made. 

T,HE EDITOR"S L'ETTER TO THE CHANCE;LLO·R. 

20th November, 1923. 
Dear Dr. Whidden: 

I regret exceedingly that I find it impossible to be present to-day on the· 
occasion of your installation as Chancellor of McMaster University; While. 
I voted against your appointment as' Chancellor on account of tne record· of 
Brandon College under your Presidency, it is my hope, as I intimated at the 
Convention in Montreal, that McMaster University will so shape its course 
as to make it possible for those' who believe in "the faith once for all deliv
ered to the srunts" to give' it their oord1a'l support. I am 'W.I'iting now, lIlow.
ever, in order that you may be under no misapprehension as to the reason 
for my absence to-day. 

It was impossible for me to be present at the meeting of the Senate .. 
when it was decided to grant the honorary degrees which are to be con'
ferred to-day. I am aware that the University does not necessarily approve 
of positions taken by the recipients' of its de~ees; but I assume that hOD'
orary degrees are intended to serve as a recognition of service rendered~ 

In the list of those whom McMaste~ seeks to honour to-day, I have 
observed the name of Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President of Brown University. 
It must be known to yourself and to the Senate of the University. thaf, 
although called a Baptist, the principles of Dr. Faunce's teaching would; 
absolutely destroy the foundations upon which McMaster University pro-
fesses to stand. I venture to quote as a matter of record the following from 
Dr. Faunce's pamphlet-"What are the Fundamentals?" 

"But the literalists, curl-ously enough, reject the theory which 
so easily lends i,tself- to spirltual inter.pretation and dllS'i..ePt tha.t 
the Creator did not grow .tMngs but made them iby fiat. As iIf 
'Creation in a moment were more divine than cr:eatlon 'by the 
·increments of a mLHion years! . Then to :protect ChristianUy from' 
modern thought and thinkers they have announced a new set o·r 
"!fundamentals," among which th'ey ,enumerate the Virgin birth, 
the Deity of Christ and a substituti.onary atonement, the inerrancy 
of the scriptures in science and, history as weN as in religIon, 
and the imminent physical return, of the Lord on the Hteral clouds 
dn t:he sky. 

"The question as to the nature 'of Christ and lIlis d'ea-th is not 
directly related: to t:he teaching of science, and need not ,be dis
cussed here. But science and reUgiion do -come into touch the 
moment men affirm. that ·the church. must ·beHeve in' a scientifically 
inerrant Bible, in the ViI'gin 'bdrth, and in an imminent physical. 
catastr.ophe whiC'h shall wind up all Ib..uman Mstory. To the first 
Apostles .of t:he Christian faith such things were never the f,unda
men·tals of Christianity. The writers of the New Testament never 
ascrilbe inerrancy to the Old Testament, but on the contrary Oiften 
pronounce its teaching defective and preparatory to somethi.ng 
better. The V:irgin birth, wMch is related with noble reticence and 
reverence in two New Testament passages and which has for min-
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turies been accepted by the great major.ity Qf the church, is not 
mentioned in any.of the New Testament epistles or in any of the 
apostol,ic serm-ous re<Jorded In the !Book .of Acts. It apparently 
formed no :part of the preaching of the twelve s;postles or the 
seventy disciples. If that miracle was not considered fundamental 

,-in the days of the ,apostles, can it 'be made so to·day? But th~ 
Fundamentalists aff-irm that belief in a miracuJollsoJy inerrant Bible, 
'in a physiological miracle in Bethlehem, and a. physical miracle 
soon to occur in the sky, that these beliefs are the fundamental 
~hings in Ohrist1auity-which is not only a tran'sformation of the 
early faith, but a palpable inversion of moral values." 
[ regret exceedingly tJh,at McMaster University s'hould in any way 

r,ecognlze as a se-rvant of the Baptist Denomination the author of such 
words as these. If it be con tended that the degree is conferred in' recogni
tion of :Dr. Faunce's contri'bution to the cause of education, I have only to 
say :that I was under the dmpreseion that McMaster represented a. type of 
eduCliition which finds its truest and m·ost comprehensive summary in the 
Unlvensity 1M0Uo-".:rn Christ all thing'S consist." [f M·cMaster University 
proposes to have any kind of fellowship with the philosophy of Dr. Faunce, 
Jthe last rea;son for any bel,iever in Chri&t giving it any support wiU have 
'VB.D.1shed. 

~ fraDlkly say that in my humble judgment the presence of Dr. Faunce 
on the McMaster platflorm' i·s a dishonour to the University and an insult 
to the Denom'ination. I am prepared, how-ever, to recogn,ize that possIbly 
members of the Senate may have voted for a recommendation of a com
mittee without realizing all that was involved; ,but I 'cannot help asking 
myself wha.t &i.ni&ter infiuenee seems ever to be seeking to commit the 
UniversIty to a course which one cannot approve with·out being guilty of 
treason to Christ an~ His Gospel: . 

;I write this letter, Mr. ChanceHor, in order that I may dissociate my
self as a member of the Senate and Bo·ard of Governors from the Senate's 
action, dn conferring an honorary degree upon one whose teachings I 
regard as being ab&olutely anti-Christian. [t is still, in my judgment, 
pertinent to enctuire "What part hath ,he that believeth with an infidel?" 

I should ,be glad if y.ou will present this letter to the Senate and 
iBoard at 'its next meeting. And may I add that I intend to ;put this ~etter 
in our .ehuroh paper, which will gO to press to-morrow evening. 

I should, of course, be very glad -if you could give me any realSOn for 
,Jetting th·is etrange action of the Senate pass without public notice. 

Very sincerely yours, 

ChaneeUor H. P. Whidden, IM.A., D.D., 
McMaster University. 

Toronto. 

(Signed) Thomas T. Sh·ie!.lds. 

THE CHA'NCELLOR'S REPLY. 
iNovem'ber 24th, It23. 

Rev. T. T. :Shields, D.D., 
96 W1inohester' Street, Toronto. 

Dear Dr. Shields: 
Yo·ur letter of recent date reached me late Tuesday Blfternoon, in the midst 

of a day iflliled with a great many duties and distractions. The contents of the 
letter were read as soon as numerous and frequent interruptions made possible. 

My "impression is that the Houorary Degree Committee made its recom
mendation to the Senate re Presddent Faunce in good faith, thinking of him 
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as head of the oldest Baptist University, an iIhStitution with a wonderful record. 
!Probably the members of the ,S'enate had never read a theologlical statement 
Iby Dr. 'Faunce. I myself had not seen any of his pamphlets. 

Your ·request to have y,our letter read to the ,Senate and Board is nO'ted, 
and I shall ·be !pleased to carry out this wish at no distant d,ate. It would 
seem to be right that all such matters should be discussed first with the body 
held to be reSoponsible for action ta'ken. My understand1ing of Ba.ptist and of 
BritiSih pro,cedure leads m'e to hold to tMs view. I trust YO'U w-ill find' it con· 
veul-ent to meet wUh the ISenate when your letter is read. 

Yours sincerely, 
(ISJgned) Howard P. Whidden. 

THE EDITOR'S SECOND LETTER. 
28tth Novem'ber, ]}'}23~ 

Dear Dr. Whidden: 
I am dn .receipt of your letter of the 24th inst. [can weH unders.tand that 

my letter reached you at a very busy time, and I dd,d not exp.ect an earlier reply. 
I must, however, collifess my .surprIse that the m'embers of the Senate weTe 

unaware of Dr. Faun(le's theologiocal position. You say that President Faunce 
was honoured "as the head of the oldest ;Baptist University, an institution 
with a wonderfU'l record.'" Whatever the record of Brown Univ'ersity may ba, 
its Presid'ent is certainly in no true sense a Baptist. He has taken a leading 
position as a Liberal theologian avO'wedly opposed to the great d'octrines of 
ScrIpture which are written into the Trust Deed of MdMaster UniverSity. 

I think it is greatly to be .regretted that .or. Faunce was selected for recog· 
nition on any account; and is especially deplorable that McMaster University 
should have honoured him as the 'head of a "Baptist" UnIverSity. If HIs' 
Majesty the King had conferred the honour of Knighthood u·pon one who was 
an avowed enemy of the British Constitution, and who was doIng his· utmost 
to de'stroy the British Empire-and that in time of war-it would 
not have been 6. greater affront to his loyal subjects than for McMaster Univer· 
sity to have selected for academic distiuction one of the most conspIcuous of 
the protagonists of Mod'ernism to ibe found in America. 

When requesting that my tetter ,be read to the Senate and Board, I did 
so only for. the purpose of lodging my protest with the .body responsible for 
this unfortunate blund·er. 

I cannot, however, agree with that part of your letter which says: "It 
would seem' to be rIght that all such m'atters should be discussed first wIth. 
the body held ·to 'be' responsible for action taken. My understanding of Baptist 
and of British procedure leads me to hold to this view." It is impossible for 
the Senate to rescind its action; the damage has already been done, and It 
has been done pu,blicly; and I feel that I shoU'ld be recreant ~o my trust as a 
minister of the gospel if .1 did not ·make my protest equallypubl.ic. 

I hope it may .be pO'ssLble for me to' attend the meeting of the Senate when 
my 'letter is discussed. I shall certainly endeavO'ur to' do ·so. 

In the meantime, however, I think it is necessary that my protest should 
be published. I sha.ll, therefore, publish my first letter to you, with your reply. 
and thIs letter, in "The Gospel W1ltness" of thIs week. I do thIs because 1 
can see no other way. It must be understO'od that such actions cannot be 
allowed to pass without protest. 

I am, 
SIncerely yours, 

(SIgned) ThO'mas T. Shields. 
Rev. H'Owai'd P. Whidden, M.A., D.D., 

Chancellor, McMaster University, 
TO'ronto, Canada. 
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CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
Women's Mission Circle. T<he women ·of the church and congregatIon are. 

'Cord·ially inv:ited to attend the regul-ar monthly meeting of the W'omen's Home 
and Foreign Mission Circle, ,to .be held in the chuIlCih ,parlour Thursday, Dec. 
6th. lilt 3 p.m. TMs 'Will 'be a meeting of great intere'st, as we .are to have with 
us Mrs. W. L. Kingdon, 'Pres·ident of the 1B00n Avenue Mission Circle, 'W·ho will 
speak on "T,he Need of ,the 'Present Hoor in Home ·M·is·si,on 'Work." Come 'and 
/bring your friends wHIh you, Collectors will please come !prepared to ma-ke a 
~ll repor.t. 

.on IMonday afternoon, December 3rd, the ISherbourne Branch of ¢he 
W.IC;T.U. W'l.ll hold -its regular monthly meeting IIIt'3 p,m. in ,the Ladies' "Parlour 
of the SherbO'Urne 1St. Method'is.t Churclh. Wdll the mem!bers IPlease return 
mite boxes? 

'Last Sunday. T.he 8lttendance in the Biillie \School- 'Was most grllltifyin·g. 
The Young .People's Depar·tment ·broke their reeord, 'So did the Adult Depart
ment. Compared With the great things of which we have heard, and also w-i·th 
the ·great things for which we hope, we are stiLl dn the day of small things. 
But the Pastor Ihllid .f·orty-eight men in his cllliSs Ibefore .ten in the morn·ing. 
T<here were thirty-five i·n the Intercession Olass·. The Young Men's Clas'S seems 
likely to wake everybody u·p to keep UP with them. AJI the other d·epartmen.ts 
are full of enthusiasm. And ,to have five 'hundred young people in the morn· 
ing service led Iby 'a band of a.bout one hundred and twenty offi·cers and teachers, 
ready to afford spil'oitua'l help to seek·in.g souJs, .is in its'elf a great achievement. 

rrhe Pastor 'has' felt led each Sunday but one to preach from a text ·in the 
lesson which an have been studying. The sermon in this issue was preached 
last Sunday morning. It is a great advantage to the preacher to have a crowd 
of peo'ple w·it·h open J3j1bles before h:im, es-pecia:lly 'when they have spent an 
'hour going over his context. .sunday morning we 'have hope t·hat at least six 
were converted. In ·the evening ten came fOl'Wa1'ld, most of ·whom came i·nto 
the light. ISeven were baptized, making ei-ghty..seven baptisms- ·in the 'last 
seven Sundays. 

,T.uesday evening the Lecture Hall waSo fil'led for .the Prayer M·eeting 'and 
'Bible !Lecture. People "Were .there fr·om ·great distan'cas. 'Is Jarvis Street a 
"-down-town" church? W1hat does "It matter? 'Like the big down·town stores, 
we s'haN do a great business -if our stock is the l"igoh:t qualIty. At the 
cl()lSe of Tuesday's meetin'g we had one very happy cOllvers-ion. Thu.s at every 
sel'V'ice God manife.sts His presence and power. 

~he oBoj·ble Lecture Tuesday evening, Dec. 4th, on the !Lesson for Dec. 9th, 
will be given by Mr. Georg·e· Greenway. The re'g'Ular Prayer MeetiDlg' wiH be 
conducted as usual. 

The 1M0nthly ICommunion and lReceptlion S'erv-ioce, on account of the Pas
tor's alb-sence, will be postpon-ed to ISund·ay evendng, Dec. 9th. A large nUoID'ber 
of candidates are ·awai.ting baptism for ·Dec. 9th, so !that :we m'aY' hope to weI· 
come from lfifty to sixty new ·mem-bers on that occas'ion. Last 'Reception 
IServIce ,tJhe hand of f·elloOwship was given ·to Iflfty-enght, and Ithe mon.th .before 
·foOrty-one. . 

IMonday af.ternoon last a yOilmg lady, recen·tly Iba;ptized, cllllled ·to see the 
Pastor, and ,s'aid 'sne had been so marvellously !bless·ed of the ,Lord that she felt 
s'he must present a thank·offering to the Lord, and she ·handed him $1{)0.00 
for .t'he church funds. Only tow·o or three weeks IIIgO ·the .lady who glliVe $1'50.00 
a year ago, just before ;be·in-g bap.tized, on the anniversary of her /baptism ·sent 
a note to the ,pastor, enclos1n.g $1{)0.00 for The Witnes,s Fund. Thus the Lord 
'first opens the hearts, and then the hand·s 'of His ,peOiple. lBut money is alJWays 
needed Ito meet ,our ·growing requirements. May the Lord open many otJher 
hear.ts and hands! . . 

The Pastor in New York. The ;Pastor will be in 'New Y.ork .. attending the 
.great meetings of .the Baptist Bilble Union Dec. 2nd to 70th. He wriU return on 
·the 8th, to ,preach Dec. 9th. 

'Duri'ng the Pastor's absence, lSund'ay, Dec. ':!ond, Rev. 'W. J. 'H. Brown of 
Annette St. 'Ohuroh will preach mornijng and ev·en·ing. Bro. 'Brown has done a 
great work -in the west end these last fourteen or ififteen years. He is a faith· 
ful and abIe preacher of the Gospel. We ho,pe foOr great Ibles·s-!ng through Ms 
minl1s:try in Jar"\"ls 1St, Let us expec.t many 'convers"ions at botlh s·ervices. 
'The Pastor's class .Sunday morn·ing WIllI ·be condueted illy ,th·e \President, ·Mr. 
Geo. BooOth.· Mr. Booth knOlWs .the 'Bible 'Well and will ·prove an IIIttrlllCrttve and 
dn·stru<lUve ite·acher. 


