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''I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did."-Acts 26: 9. 

"Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for 
I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus."-Acts 21: 13. 

~~
HJEISE two verses sum up the life's story of one of the most valiant 

T 
soldiers of the Cross the world has ever known. In his defence 
before Festus and Agrippa, the Apostle Paul jUBtifies the cou·rse 
he has pmsued as a preacher of <the gospel; and he tells his judges 
that ,there was a time when he t!h·ought he ought to do "many 

things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." The second verse of 
the text relates to an interview he had with certain disciples when 'he was 
going up to Jerusalem; when a certain ,prophet from Judea named .A!ga;bus 
prophesied that the Jews at Jerusalem wou-ld bind Paul and· de· 
liver him ·to the GentHes. rI'hey then :besoug·ht him ·n~t togo u·p to 
Jerusalem, ibut his answer to their ,persuasive speech was this: "Wihat mean 
ye to weep and to breaJk mine \heart? for I am rElady not to 'be bound only, 
but also to dIe at Jel"lUSalem for the name of the .Lord Jesus." ll'J:i:is even>ing 
w.e soh all seek an explanation of Paul's great chan·ge of attitude toward Christ. 

I. To beg-in with, Saul of Tarsus f·ound that THE NATURAL ·BENT OF HIi'! 

MIND WAS CONTRARY TO JESUS OF NAZARETH. His only interest in Him was to 
oppose a'll who called u·pon His name. He th'Ought 'he "oug.ht" so to do. And 
he is a tY'pe and illustration of every natural man: "The carnal mind is enmity 
against God: :for it is not subject to the law of God, neither ind·eed can be." 
This walil Saul't natural attitude, notwithstanaing he was a man of great in.teZ
Zect'Ullll capacity; a man indeed of massive i'lltel'lect, w.ho to .this day stands 
out in all .the world's literature as a master-mind. !But notwlthstand·in1g \his' 
native i-n-tellectu'al strength, he Was unable by merely natu~ar powers S'O to 



weig'h the claims of Jesus of Na.za.reth as to reach a right conclusion relSjpecting 
Hlim. He had no d,oubt heard of 'all ·the wonders wh,ich had characterized the 
life's ministry of this great prophet. He was not ignorant of the stones which 
must have been 1n circulation-that He had opened the eyes of the blind; tJhat 
He had made the lame to waJok; that He had even r.aised· the dead to life again. 
He knew that He had ,d·one these thing.s; He knew that He had gone to tJh'e 
Cross,and tha,t there He bow,ed His head and 'gave up the ghost; he knew that 
there was· a great comp·any of people whoo witnessed to the truth of the resur
rection, who declared that this Jesus Willo had wed was alive aga;in, and that 
they were witnesses of the fact. ISau.J lmew the ·letter of the .gospel :before 
he was converted. And ,if any natural mind mig;ht have been eXipected rig-hUy 
to weigh in ·the .balances of a well·'informed jud'gment the claims of Jesus of 
Nazareth., this man Saul of Tarsus might have been expected to do so. 

But notwithstandIng his great native mental powers, 'he was unalble. to 
apprehend the truth .respecting Jesus Christ; and !'.H his powers of mind were 
mobilised and concentr'ated upon the destruction of this new religion. He 
,thou'ght he oUg'ht to ·do every,thing ·possibLe contra,ry to tlie name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Thus it is still. God does not come into ·the soul by ·the gilded door 
of the intellect. Let us not be at all dismayed because men of ,gr.eat minds 
think they ought to d·o .th.ings contrary to Chrlist. That is no new thing. "Not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mi'ghty. not many noble, a're cal,Led." 
And, my 'friend" you will never find your way to :God 'by the use of your 
naturallPowers. [do not suggest for a moment that we moot needs stultify our: 
selves; .that we must put 'aside our reason; ,that we must accept that which is 
contrary to reason ~n becoming Ohristians. ,But I do say that no man will ever 
reason his way to God. Saul of Tarsus used his .reason respecting Chr.ist; and 
it simply led 'him to ,breathe out threatenings a,nd slaughter against the dis
ci,ples of the Lord. That has always been the effect of unaided human reason
it has always made men ,bUter enemies of Christ. Don't be dist1l!rbed by what 
you read in the magazines. Do not alIow yourselves to be upset -because much .of 
that which Is called "scholarship" is arrayed against Christ. It 'has a:!ways been 
S'O. 'The natural mind .until it is touched of ·God, in its very warp and woof, in its 
nature and constitution is a Ibundle of "enmity a;gainst God." For sin has so 
laid hold upon man that ,there is not a power of his mind that is not biased 
against God and In the direction of eviL 

iHere was a man wh'o was an enemy of Christ notwithstanding that h.e had 
enjoyed .unusuaZ educational advantages. To his natural abiUty had been 
added an unusual degree o·f culture. He had been br,ought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel. He had been trained, as he supp·osed, to. think accu·rately, to I".eason 
rightly, to a.rr.ive at wise and just conclusions on the 'basis of evddence sub
mitted. B1l!t wHh aU his training he was still an enemy of Gh'rist. You cannot 
educate people into the kingdom of God. They make a great mistaJke w'ho put 
education before evangelism. The Devil has presided at some IIlJissionary coun
cils; 'and :in ,China, and in India,and elsewhere, in the name o'f the Lord, there 
are established many educational instib~tions that are simply places where 
Satan's seat is-that is aU. 'Dheyare traLl!ing people to be opponents of the 
gospel instead of preachers of the g·ospel. Do not be afraid of your educated 
iDlfidel. Do not be afraid of the man who boasts of obis erudition. Oh, how 
common it ds to 'hear that nowadays! One is weary of the ()ft-recu·rring ph·rase 
-"the consensus of schoiamhip:all ,the intellectuals ,believe it." Let them. 
believe lit! That proves n·othing. .An unregenerated mind trained to the 
iLig.hest degree only makes a man .tJhe keener iIi. Ms opposition to Christ. 

I would add another word, that ~au~ Of Tarsus w~ contrary to Christ no';-
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withsta,nding he 'Was possessed of a deep reZigious passion. He was one of the 
most re~igiously disposed men of whom we have any record. He was born 
reUgious. He had been' tra.ined to 'be religious from his infancy. He boasted 
o·f a I.ong rel~gious trad.ition. He was "of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the H~brews; as touching the ,law, a" Plb.arisee; con
cernJ.ng zeal, ,persecuting the Church.; touching ,the righteousness which is in 
the law, blameless." ~nd the more reUgious he was, the bitterer was his 
opposition to Jesus Christ. Do not be d,isturbed by ·the man who ios an intel
lectual, who is aIJ, edu'cated man and a very religi,ous man, but who does not 
believe this Book. It may be there ,is someone Uke that here this evening. 
Untouched by the Spirit of God, reLigion will not im1,)rov,e the natural man. 
Indeed, relig-ion is the Devil's chosen sphere of operation. The Devil has 
always done his deadliest bu,siness in the name Of. religion. It was ,by one 01 
the twelve Ohrist was ,betrayed; ·and the Devil ilS to-day manufacturing relig
ions, I think, to suit nearly everybody. If y,ou are not satisfied, you must be 
hard to .please; 'because every possible vari,ety is avai-lable. And let me remind 
you that when at 1ast the Anti-christ shall come, be will come as a great reLigious 
personality. The last 'g,reat battle ,wiH be a reUgious battle between eh.rist and 
Antichl'li'st~and that battle is on to-day. Saul said, "I verily thou~t with 
myself, that I ought to do many .things .contrary to ,the ,name of Jesus of 
Nazareth." 

II. There y,ou have a pictur.e of the natural man. WHAT CHANGED Hull' 
How was his mind changed? Foirst, there shone upon him a Zight fr07n heOll)en. 
He sRi,d, "I ·saw in the way iI. light from heaven, above the bri.gh.tness of the 
su,n." It was a light that was not found upon the natural plane at all; lot was 
something supernatural. A light from heaven illuminated IMs dar.kened under
standing; and 'he saw things as he bad never seen them before. You cam·not 
read the Bible by this electric Ught; y.ou 'cannot read the Bible by sunlight: 
you must read this Book by a Hght that is "above the brigh·tness ,of the sun." 
No man can ever know God unUl that 'Light shines. And thlilS man in another 
p,l-ace ex.plRined his experience by saying, "G.od, who commanded the light to 
shine out of ,darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to ,give the light of the knowl
ed,ge of the glory of 'God in the face of Jesus 'Christ." 

[ say to every unconverted man he.re this evening t'hat if you would know 
the way to heaven you must lea;rn it by the light that shines fr,om heaven. And 
if you would know what you must do to be saved, you must depend upon Vhe 
iUu-minating miuilStry of the life-giving Spir.i.t ,to maJke it possi'ble for you to 
understand the 'great truths of the gospel. Oh, no, you do not need to go to the 
professor a.nd the university presIdent. It i-s quite possi'ble that some poor 
washerwoman, who ·can scarcely read her own name, would .be a better gu1.de 
for you, so f,ar as human tea.chers are concerned. "When he, the S,pirit of 
tru,th, 1.s come, he will gu,ide you dnto all truth." Has that Light from heaven 
shone :into your heart and .conscience? Have you got a glimpse of another 
realm? It may be that the light does not shine w,ith noonday glory as yet. 
It may be some man 'here who has long been in his helllrt an enemy of Jesus 
Christ begins to feel tha;t he may be mistaken. 'He has used his ·rea;son and it 
has ·failed. ,But frOID! somewlJJ.ere. somehow,-he does not kno,w how-a light 
has shone into his heart; and he is beginning to feel uncomfortable; he is be
ginning to feel that perhaps he !has been wrong after a1-l. It.is a li'ght that is 
"a:bove the .brightness of the sun," that is shin·ing f.rom -Go,d in order to ,lead 
to God. 

And then he heard, a Voice speaking. The wor,d of the 'Lord came to him; 
a voice from heaven-something more than iii- human voice, but-a voice from 
heaven saying, "Saul, 'Saul, why peI'lSecutest thou me?" Men are saved by the 
W<or,d of God. The gospel is "the ,power of God unto salvati.on." When Jesus 
stood at the grave of Lazarus, wnd the stone was ,removed, he said: ·~La.zaTUS, 
come forth;" and that dead man who h&d made no response to any other voice 
instantly responded to the life-call of the iSon of God, and came ·for,th. Now 
there is ,in this Bible s/pirit and life. Jesus said: "The words that I speak 
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unto you, .they are spirit, and they are life." I ·cannot explain it. I cannot 
tel·l you !how it was that Jesus found access to Saul's heart; I do not know how 
it was when ·thlllt voice !penetrated his understandi·n-g he knew that (]()d was 
s'peakdng to him; 'but I do know that God speaks th·rough His Word. There is 
a ,brot'her here to-night up yonder ·in the gallery who was saved by reading a 
sermon in The Witness. But it was not the sermon ,that 'saved Mm; there' 
was a text of Scripture quoted in the sermon; and when he read that text of 
Scrlpture, God set it .on fire with ,the Light that is above the brightness of the 
sun. Out of that Scripture God spoke as 00 other voi'ce had ever s.poken: he 
knew that he was discovered of God. I wish I could quote ,1sCl'liptu·re to you 
to-night for half an hour. Wihere shall 1 begin? Let it be the most familiar 
,text of 11111: "God so ·loved the \.wol'\ld"--"'\Please do not quote that; 1 have 
heard it so often," you say:---,but, my friend, if y.ou had really heard dt, yoOu 
would be a. Christian. "Oh," you say, "I can rep,eat .It as /Well as you can." 
Yes; you know it .Intellectually;; hut you have not believed it with your 'heart. 
Other. people had called 'Saul ,by his name; but when Jesus Christ called him 
·by his name, He was made a new man. The ·good ,Shepherd·.:"calleth his own 
sheep 'by name."-"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not ·pe·rIsh. but haV'e everlasting life." 
"He that ,believeth on hdm is not condemned; but he that ,believeth not is 
condemned al.ready., because he ihath not believed in the name of the ·only 
begotten ,Son of God." "The word is nigh thee, even In thy mouth, and ·in thy 
heart; ·that is, the wore of .faith, wMch we preach; that if thou shalt confess 
,with thy mouth the 'Lord ,Jesus, and shalt 'believe in thine heart that 'God hi8.th 
i1'aised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. ,For with the heart.man be
l.ieveth unto righ,teousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salva
tion." 1 am not goiug to argue with you. It ds no use arguing with a dead 
man; it is useless to discuss fl,owers with a blind man. Only the Voice that 
wakes the dead can get into a soul that is dead in trespasses and in sins. 
There were great preachers in ,those days; 'but they could not touch Saul of 
Tal'Sus. There were great wi·tnesses for Ch:rlst; but they had -no effect upon 
hIm un·til God took hlim in ·hand Himself. And that is how the soul is saved. 
Whenever a soul is really quickened, it is by God's ·Word, my friend. He may 
use a little girl to lead her father to Christ; He may use the wife to lead her 
husband, or the husband to lead his wife; ilIe may' use -the preacher or Sunday
school teacher; .but whatever the instrumentality, when the s·oul that is dead 
is made alive again, dt is done by the mighty power of God, and nqbody else 
can do it. 

What was ,the truth of the word that burned itself i·nto .S·aul's soul? That 
Jesus was alive. The saving truth is the truth of the resurrection. "I verily 
th.ought wi-th myself, that 1 ought to ·do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth." .PauI thought He was· dead and buried, that He was a false 
,prophet, and an im'Postor; and that the world was well rid of Him', until he 
heard a voOi'ce from heaven, 'ISaul, lSaul, why ,persecutest thou me?" He had 
no idea who was speaking until he 'asked the question, "Who art thou, Lord?" 
and the Lord an·swered, "I am Jesus whom thou ·perseciltest." And we have 
to-day a -living Oh.rist to ,preach. Jesus is not dellld. You know that is taught 
in the 'Scriptures. Ah, yes; but when you realize it, when you actually 'believe 
with yom' heart that Jesus is not .in the grave but in the glory, you wHl be a 
Christian. S'aul learned that the One Wh·om he thought was dead was alive 
again; and when he realized that great truth, it transformed his Ufe. T>her9-
fore, if you fight against Ghrist, you fight against a living Christ-not a dead 
one. Blesse·d ,be God! He can take ·care of His own truth; He can take care 
of His own cause. 

And· 1 think, associated with ,that, one of the elements .In ,Saul's conversion 
was the testimony Of Goa's peopZe. "But," y.ou say, "what had that to do with 
it?" It had a 'great deal to do with -it. ,Saul of Tarsus thought they were a 
lot of deluded folks-they were people who did not ·know very much; and when 
they stoned Stephen, .they laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man 
whose name was Saul. And this intellectual, thIs pupil of Gamaliel stood therp., 
aud he saw the first Christian marty·r die. He saw the l·j.ght upon his ·face 
Uke the face of an angel; and h'il heard hlm say, '~Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge." He thought he was a fool dying for his f·ollY. He had met many 
another. He had cast them into prison; he h'ad laid many stripes ~on them; 
he had persecuted them even unto death; and he thought h·e "ought" ·to do it. 
But in that hour and in ,that moment when he heard a -Voice from heaven; 
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when 'the answer to the 'cry of his sou·l was given, "I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest;" and when he saw that these people whom .he had been ,persecuting 
to death were the real wUnesses of the truth of the resur.rection, a flood of 
Light was th·rown upon the testimop.y of every true Christian w·itness; and· every 
man and woman who had eJrhi·bited the Spi·rit of Chnist in the hour of .perse
cution, ·h·ad his part .in Saul's conversion. 'My IChristian friend, you go on testi· 
fy.ing for ,Christ .. Never mind the sneer ·in the .office and In the shop. "But," 
you s'ay, "it d·s no.t doing any ,good." Not yet; but "they may by our good 
works Which they shall :behold, glorify God in the day ,of visitation." ,S'ome 
day God, by· His ISpi-r.it, will give a new significance to your testimony; and 
when the light that sh·ines from heaven shines upon that darkened soul, and 
the voice of God speaks, then your testimony will have its !place. 

LII. Thus the mind of Saul of Tarsus was changed. How WAS HE TRANS' 
FORMED INTO A VALIANT APOSTLE!' You do not ,find. t:hat .~au1 .. faJ.ter~d; 
you ,do not find that he ever Limped as Peter did. He !pursued 'a 
straight course ·from obegi~ndng to end. He was given up to the Lord; BInd at 
the end, or .nearing the end, he was able to say, "I ·am ready not to be 'bound 
only, .but also to die at Jerus'alem for ·the name of the Lord Jesus." 

!Following his conversion wlhat influences made this man what he 
was? I think he was rightly instructed in the beginning, for one 
thing. "When Ananias wt:nt to him, the Lord sent him a sound teacher; and 
He sa.id to him: ",I wiU shew Mm how great th.i.ngs he must suffer for my 
ll!ltIlle's sali:e."~As though He .hadsald: "Go and talk -to thBit man, and teU 
Mm that .it is no easy thin·g to be a Christian. Tell him that there are rough 
roads ahead of him; tell him that there are steep h'ilLs to climb; teII him there 
are heavy burdens _to bear; tell him -there are fierce battles to fight; tell" him 
it will tbe a har.d road all the way through-wi·th much suffering for My name's 
sake; tell hdm I have J.a,id My hand upon him, and -that he ;is a chosen vessel 
unto me." ISome would have said, "Be very careful; do not discourage him 
i-n the beginning. Now that he is turning towards Christ, do not be too severe 
with. him. Be very ·gentle and very carefuI what you s'ay to him, or else he wUl 
tu'rn !baok Blgain." .And ,that is the weakness of the modern testimony-people 
are coaxed :into the 'chur,ch, persuaded to make a religious profession, a·n.d told 
that it is an easy thing to 'be a ChristiBln. In some quarters men, and particu-

, larly you·ng men, are told that if only one becomes a Christian, all difficuUies wIll 
be smoothed out; that he wHl have the .easiest time i·n the world if only ihe mIl 
foHow Christ. But that is untrue, it is contrary to Seri,pture at every !point. 
It is .the philoso'PhY of the Devil; it is not the tru·th of God's Word. It is not 
an easy thing ,to be a Ohristian. It is an easy thing to be a. :church-meIDtber; 
but to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth is not easy. knd s'o as I preach 
the gospel to unsaved men, I want to tell y.ou right at the outset ·that you will 
have ·difficulties·. I was :preaching in a place -the other day, and somebody tele
phoned me BIt night after I got home. A ,lady wa.s on thie telephone, and she 
said: "I wanted to tell you that I !persuaded my husband to 'go to hear you 
preach to-night. We 'borrowed a neigh'bour's car; and we 'had the use of ,the 
car f,or nothing; but, of 'course, with the understanding that we would become 
responsible for any damage. Whiile it was puked outside of the place where 
YGU were p·reaching, somebody stole the ·back seat out of ,the car. T·hen when 
we got back, after tak.ing some friends home, we found they had stolen the 
spare tire too; and my husband says he will. not go any more." Well, my 
fori end, when you go to church, especially when you 'come to this 'church, y.ou 
had better lock your car; because the Devil will try to do somethIng to prevent 
y.our :coming iback again. When one makes a profession of .reLigion, the next 
morning he !lIndS everything goes a.wry, and then he.fears he may have made 
a mlistake. ·If he had been properly il1&tructed, ihe would have known that that 
rather pOinted to the ,probabiLity of his being on the right road. Pharaoh sent 
hIs task·masters after the chUdren of Egypt with Whijps. They crack.ed the 
wh:ip, and said, "-More -work." But ,as soon as they got out of the country, 
iPharaoh summoned h,is 'army and turned· the mIght IOf Egypt upon the Hebrews 
who were 'going to serve their God. And the moment you set your face toward 
Christ, and seek to serve hi·IiI. you wHI find ,tlfat alii tihe dogs of hell will be let 
loose upon you. I am n.ot speaking now of a mere nominal ·OhristiMl. "I ·will 
snew ihim how g,reat things he must suffer for My name's sake." Talk about an 
ap.peal to the heroic? If you want an opor.tunity to play the man; if 
you want to !be a man from the crow'll of your head to the soles of you.r .feet, 
and sta.rid. like ,a 'man for God, you foHow Chr,ist; You wiH have ·abu·ndant 
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opportunities. That is what made this man Paul--he was thoroughly instructed 
from the beginning. 'When he took upon him the Name of Jesus, he knew 
that it meant stripes, and iJl1JPrisonment, and· perils among false brethren; he 
knew all that was ·involved. 1 am summoning y.ou who are not Christians this 
evening to a holy war, not to a. life of leisure on .beds of ease. 

Then, next: he was baptized. !Read' the story. The New Testament always 
puts baptism after faith In Christ; and we preach the New Testament here and 
the OLd Testament, .too--the whQle Bible. And if you are gOing to foIIow the 
ILamb whithersoever He goeth, you will have to be baptized: "And now why 
tarriest thou? arise, and be .baptized." "And immediately there feH from his 
eyes as dt had been scales: and, he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was 
baptized." You do not see it that way? No; ,but you wouLd if the scales were 
to fall from your eyes. That is why you do not see it. It is in the Book. Do 
not be angry with me; quarrel wi-th the 'Book. One brother toI.d me of a talk 
he had wilth someone on that sUibject recently>. The other said, "Don't talk to t 
me about that. 1 have my opinions· ... But my friend said, "I have no opinions; \ 
but 1 have the (Boo.k. There oft is In the Book." Paul took the lfil'st step, 
know~ng what it would mean"':"'he simply obeyed God: he was baptized. You ,. 
had better be obedient, too. 1 have known a great many people Who make a .J 
profession of religion, who say, "You must not ask me to go too far." They 
came to this point, they faced this duty, but they turned aside, and thus l06t 
the joy of their salvation. They became ",bar·ren and unfruitful" in ,the Chl'is-
tian Ufe, because they would not follow the Lamb; they would not· talke God 
at His Word and do as they were told,. T.nia mighty apostle obeyed God. 

'Then, he got to work at once. "Straightway he ·preached Ch.rist in the 
synagogues; that he is the Son of God." 1 love to hear of these y.oung converts 
getting 'about the Lord's work. When 1 find people straightway preaching 
Christ, .going here and there teILin·g to all around what a dear Saviour they 
have found; 1 know they are on the righ·t track; and 1 know they are going 
to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of OUl' Lord and SaViiour Jesus Christ," 
We invite you, ·therefore, to an 'active life, to 18. lUe of testi.m{)ny, to a life of 
witness at all times. It means to obey Him, to be Iburied with Christ, and 
raised to walk in newness of life. Preach Christ everywhere! 1 am lookilng 
for the day w·hen every member of this chur·C'h will be a ·p.reacher. We have 
several hundreds of them already; but 1 look for the day when they will all 
be preaC'hoing, everywhere, and· all the Ume. 

Saul further eni01Jed. an e:cperiencoe 01 d.ivine comrad.eship. He found that 
wherever he went th·e Lord went with him, and he had such commu·nion and 
such joy in fellowship with Hdm, that he was afraId lest he should lose Him. 
At last he said, "What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for 1 am 
ready not to Ibe bound only, but also ·to die at Jerusalem ·for the llame of the 
Lord J(~sus. I wUI goany.where with Him. 1 would rather go into the lions' 
den, or into the fire with Him than be slljparated trom Him." But you cannot 
have those experiences ,of fellowshIp with Him whUe .seeking to !be carried to 
the skies on flowery bed,s of ease. When the Hebrew .children eme.rged from tha 
flames without a smell of flre on them, 'if you ·had gone to them and said, "We 
are very sorry for you. We sympathized w,ith you when you were in the fur
nace," they would have replied, '''Do n()t waste your sympathy on us, We got 
nearer to God ·in tha.t furnace than we ever were anywhere else. There was 
One Uke to the Son of God walking with us all the ·time." .Or,.f.f you had said 
to Daniel, lilt was very hard, after your lon.g Ufe, in the eveni·ng time, to be 
thrown to the lions," iDaniel would ha.ve said, "I thought 1 had learned some
what about the ways of God, for He 'has helped me these many years; and during 
my long life I have met many 'notable personaUties; 'but my richest expenen::e '1 
was .reser:ved for my latter days, for 1 made the acquaintance of a new angel :' 
among the lions whom 1 could never have known anywhere else, and 1 would ,.I ~ 
not have missed that fellowship for all the world's honour and preferments. 
My God hath sent His angel, a.nd hath shut the lions' mouth·s." Wihen you go 
Into the flames with Him; when you follow Him; you wllI .flnd you . will be 
drivoen back upon His word; you wdll learn how to help yourself trom His 
storehouses. And by an·d ,by as you look back upon Ufe, you will conclude that 
yoou 'have made g·reater speed ·on the ·rough road than on the smooth .road, that 
the more the enemy persecuted you, the more you grew .up .tnto Christ In all 
thIngs. The fastest time ever made by an Atlantic Uner' was made aga.f.nilt 
contrary wi·nds ·because they were Ibetter able to get up steam. Contrary winds 
are good for us. The true Christian flourishes on diflliculties; iMay He hel!p us 
everyone for His Name's sake. 
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l. 

THB pubUcatlcm of thla paper as a mIAlOllllrJ' aterpriaa .. made poalbla by tIuI Iifta of 
1 _ben of Jarvia. Street Church and othen, and .. aat to .ub!lcrlben "" maD lor '2.00 

(asuler COIIt) per )'Uf. If l1li7 of the Lord'. atawarda who read thIa have received blesaiDa, 
,.. IIhaIl be eratefuJ fOf an,. thaDk-oiferm. you IIIIlJ' be able to aad to The Wi_ Pwad at all,. time: and especiall,. for your pl'aJ'Bl'll that the _ace of Tho WI_ IDaJ' be UHd "" 
tIuI HoI,. Spirit for tIuI defmce of tho Faith, tIuI aaivRtim!. of aoula, and tIuI aaitatlOll of 
ChrIst. Aa our fImda mako it poaaible, ,.. hope to add to our froo 1Iat, from time to time, 
tIuI __ of miDi8tora at home and miaslaariea abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
IS A,GR'EAT R·EVIIVA·L COMING? 

Notwithstanding the dense spiritua.J darkness of the hour, and t'he pre
vailing fami·ne of hearing the Word of the Lord, there seems to· ibe everywhere 
.a.m.o-ng true b.elievers an expectation of a great spir.l.tual awakenang. It reminds 
one .of the voiees of the morning which make themselves h,eard just before the 
brea:k of day. Christian workers in all :parts of the world seem to ,be on the 
Uptoe of eXiPectation. Moreover, there are many signs of the coming of such 
a revival. From :Scotland and from some parts of this Continent, we hear of 
times of refreshing frOm the presence of the Lord'. iDo not such tid;ings, con
stitute to the ear of faith the '~sound .of abundance of rain". and "the sound 
of a go'iIl!g ·in: the tops of the m'U~berry trees"? Was' th·ere ever a ti.me when 
the 'Church ·col·lectively aoo ;believel"s indlivfrduaLly needed· IIlIOre earn.estl;y' to 
betalke themsellves to prayeT? 

·These words wiH .be read by many a ·pastor who is mourning the spiritual 
dearth with which he is surrounded; and perhaps 'by some who s'adly w-onder 
why they do not see mor!! fruit from their own labour. In a residence of nearly 
fourteen years in :Toronto, we have witnessed not a' few so-called evangelistic 
movements. :Some of them have been preceded by much advertising and by 
elaborate organization; ibut they have yielded, so far as :we have observed, 
but little ·frlUit. lIs not the Church its'elf GO~'Si chosell! in'sltrument ·for the 
doing of His work in -the world? and is not the divine method clearly revea:led 
in SCl"i'pture as consisting of prayer and preaching, or. witnessing fo·r Christ? 
Why should we go down into Egypt for help? Why should we imi·tate t'he 
ways of the w.orld in these matter.s? Why sh·ou..ld we ,bewai·l our languishing 
fields, and complain that we 'have neither money nor other means to prov1de 
for artificial drrigation? There is no substitute for the dew and rain from 
heaven. Our God is still sovereign in His world. All authority is given' to 
Him 'Whom we worehip in he·aven and in your -church. He can warm the 
hearts and quicken the conSCiences, and enfranchise the wiHs I)f feeble salnts. 
We wish we might ·be privileged to ~ead some weary and heavy-laden pastor, 
wlIose ;spirit has 'beeDi weH-nigh eru$~ed with 'multiplyinlg 'disa,ppo'intmeDlts, to 

'cease from all attempts·to better spil"iotual conditions !by means of some new sort 
of ecclesiastical machine. May we wi.thout the semblance of boasting, and in a 
spirit of profound gratitude to God, and with an ear·nest desire to witness for 
HIml say, that w'hen a Christian church will get upon its knees before God, there 
is no power on earth or in hell that can sta.r its progress. 

lLet ·us join the g.reat company in all ·parts of the world who 'are now IPraying 
~or IlL revival. But it is too much to expect that men· will pray for a spiritual 
awakening in India or in China who are careless of the spiritual cOIidition of 
tp~ir om. church,· of their own home, of tIiei~ own heart .. Ho.wever ~mall·.Y'Our 

7 



ohurch, however limited you may feel your opportunity to be, if y.ou are in 
the iJlace where God has put you, you are face to face with wh'at to you is the 
greatest opportunity in the world to show what God can do for those who iJut 
their trust in Him. 

!of we may 'be pennitted a word of exhortation to brothel pastors, we ven
ture to suggest that each mIght well resolve that, in spite of all difficulties, he 
wiH In his present church !put God to the pr.()o.f and determine ,th8lt he 'Will 
himself begin to ,pray, and to pray that others may pray, and' then stHI continue 
to .pray, and never cease to pray, until the revival comes. 

M,CMASTER UNIVERSITY AND THE STU'DENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMEN';f'_ 

It Is exceedingly g,rati'fydng to The Gospe~ WUness ,to learn that the stu
dents of iMcMaster University have determined to have nothIng ,to do with ,the 
so-calaed Student Ohristian Movement of Canada. iBeyond 8111 question, this 
Movement, from top to bottom, through and through, is anti.Christian in its 
spir,it 'and pur,pose. It is a olever aUempt on the part of iModernists to federate 
the students of all 'Canadian colleges in one movement, which is to be fed on 
the principles of Modernism:, and directed by subtle modernist minds. We have 
been informed ,by one ,of the students of M,cM'aster that on a recent d'ate ,the 
foHowing re,s"OlutioIll was proposed, at themeeUn.g ()If the/McMaster Fyfe Society: 

"'l'hat the McM'aster Fy'fe Society become a docal unit in the Student 
Christian /Movement of Canada, which is a ofellowshiJp of students, based 
on the conviction that in Jesus Christ is found the supreme revelation of 
God and the means to ,the full realization of life; that we reserve to :Our 
,local ·society the rIght to 'full ,control of our local .policies and the right to 
inter'p,ret and supplement the ,basis and ·aim ,in accordance with our con
Vi-CtiODS." 

:A1lter due doiSICllss'ion, the I'eSiolution was' d'efeated .by a vote of ninety-three 
to twe·n'ty-nine. 

We have also :been advised that a further resolution was passed by a major
ity to the effect that, if individual students of IMCMaster desired to connect 
themselves w.ith this 'Movement, they must do so as dnd'ividuals, and were tfor
bidden to make use of the McMaster name. We rej'oice in this decision. Long 
ago a very wise man said, "A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches"; an.d it would have been most unfortunate if the name of McMaster had 
in any way been connected with this anti-Christian organization. 

An examiIlo8:ti.on of the resolution ,pr.oposed will ,reveal the genius of thl'l 
organization. It says, "that in Jesus' Christ is found the SUprtllllll revelation 
of Gad and! the means to the full realization of life." What that mean.1! IJoO man 
Idving ,can telL It is ap·parentily framed so that it may ,be made to mean any
thing. 'l'he resolution pr,oposed that the local society reserve "the right to (ul1 
cont!rol o:f our }ocal policieso and the right to interpret an'd s'upplement the 'basis 
and aim in accordance with our convictions." That is to say, it w'as proposed, 
that students should unite with an organization on a certain definite basis; 
and having done 'so, inter.pret that basis to suit themselves; and supplement it 
as they might desire. This discloses the trickery of Modernism. No man can 
be a Modernist until he has developed the mind, of a JesU'it. 

'We congratulate the ninety-three students of the Fyfe Society of McMaster 
on their wise and truly Christian decision. 

BAPTIST 'BIB,LE UNION N'EWS. 

IDull'ing the loaSit :ten d,IIiY.llI twenty thoosl8.nidco'pies o'f a ibooklet of for.ty-s1x 
rpa.ges, issued 'by the iExelCUtiiV61 'Oommitteedf t'b,'e 'Baptist Bible UnioIll of Nort'h 
America, hav·e !been maiLed! to tlhe 'Bapt'iSlt; min'islters of this 'continent. iFi1lty 
thousanid copies of this oooklet have ibeen, ,printed; anid oit is intend'ed, that a 
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copy Dall 'be senifl to tlIVery Baptist mini:SIter aD/eli to every 'Baptilrt chlU'l'ch iDi 
N ortlI AmerfCial. 

In thns ·conrnectiO!l1, we are glad· a~. to annOUDice that8l1TaDlgemen,b\1 have 
been mad·e for a s;eries of Baptist Funda'meDJtal~·SIt iMass Meeting.s, ·to be he·IIi) 
illl 'Calvary 'Baptist 'C-hurch. 123 Weslt ,57.tJh IStreet, NeW York 'Ci-ty, Decem'be·r 
2nd .to 7th. l!923, und'er the 8JUSJpices (J·f the· /Ba;pttst Bible Un;ioru 0If N{lrth 
America, and! the Baptist IF-und-amentaIist Leag.u,e of 'Greater New York and: 
Vi'ciruity. We print 'below .the programme ~()Ir these great meertlings. .We wislh 
that every reader oIf The GOSIPel Witne·sls! could tatterud. 'But we eaH 81ttention 
to the la'l'ge: pla'ce wh'ich wUO! 'be given to 'Ilbe minil.stry of interces's·ion in. Con
n'e'cti'on with these ,meElltinlg.s; and we v:entture to ask alE OUir rea!lJers to give 
thesoe meetj~s a place iDi their prayers. 

A CAiUL ,.,0 FUNiDAMIENT AlLrSTS. 
Th'e Baptist Bilble Uruion of Nort'h America ana the Ba'P:U1rt E'undlalIlentalilrt 

Le3lg!U:e i:if 'Greater New York and! Vlc.iDJity h<eTeby ea;r.nestly invite aU Bapt'ist 
FunciameDJtalistts who can ll'Ossd'bLy !Loso t{l at!te'Il!dl thes'e g.reat meetings and 
thus to assist to make "a demonstration in force" against the anti-Ohrist1an 
d'octrine arudi prBlctices of 'Modie'rn,ism Withi'DI the Baptist iDenomin·ation. 

This series ()if meetirugs wila! IDe ,the fir.sit of several such demonSitrations to 
be held! in different parts O'f the country 'Wllthin the n~t few months'. The 
object ds to reaffirm the historic Baptist beUef in the divine inspiration and 
authori-ty of the Bible; and. the elioctriniE!lSl of ISU\pernaturadis·m !c'ha·racte1'iistic dr. 
EviangeUca;! ChrIs,tianity, SlUch as tbe Vil'g.in 'B'ir·th, the J?hysicaI Re,surrecti{ln 
and! ·Es.s'erutial iDeitY' of ChrIst; the Vica;riousi Atonemenlt; the New Blr1Jh!; the 
Second ;Pers()lIll/11 :Oomin'g of :Ch'l'ist in His glorified! IBoldoy,; and· also to afford 
expreesion of .t;h·e Bapt'ist d·etel'millillition·to seek sruch b.-elp {If God· as wil!l! bring 
tJrose among their numlber who d·eny these fundamentals' 'Clf the Fai·th to 
repentBince, and tb.-u:s to a return to EVMJg·ellical F.aith, O'l' otherwis·e to take 
slulch meaSIUres as' wilD ulti-intately eJlTect the erpulsdon fi'om the Denomination 
Qlf thos·e 'Wh,o deny these' grea;t fund'amenltal doctrines' of ,Divine lRevelation 
upon wlhich the Baptist ·Denomina;t'ion sitanldi9. 

We iruvite all helie;veir·s in the ISup.em'lltu'l'alism of the 'ChriislUim Faith 'by 
pr.aye'r and' -ed'f·oct to oo-operate wit.ihJ ·us jIll mla,killlg' thesel .meetin'gs. a mig.h·ty 
witness !foOr 'Chorislt, and' !for "the fa'ith on·ce fO'l' a:U d'E!i1iver·ed to the s,aints';" 
and we es·peciaJoly urg·e aU Ba;ptistso--Jfor aU ·true Baptiists are 'Su·pem·atul"aldsts 
i'DI fb.elie'f-to ·end1eavou'l' to a;tt-end' .th:es·e meetings. 

u Explanation of the Plan of the Programme .. 
The Programme aims to s·et 'forth !by meiaDs of carefully pr·epared ad

dresse'Sl, iliTSlt, th·e groo.t eSlSI6ntla;l:s of the Christian 'Faith; anld. secondlly, ,the 
imperative necessoity {If aJppliy'in-g ·the prineiples of our grea:t fundamental 
dioctrlines to all our denomiruatioruai activi'tiesj, iDiclud,irug the life of ,the l'ocal 
ch'llrch, and ,000r missd·ooM'Y, pu'bl~cation, and ed!uca;tion'al enterprises. 

Meetings for Real ·Prayer. 
1!t is intenld'e'd that the m:o:SIt i-m:pol"taDit fe·atur·e CIf the Prog.Mmme shruB Ibe 

the Pl'ayer ,Period, in :conneetion, wi·t1I. every seSlslion of the Meetin-g. Those 
whoo profess 'belief. in the SuperruaturallislIll of the 'ChriSltian rel'i-gion s.hould 'be 
fMemost in demon,str.atiDlg 'lb.-e ,Sui)ematuiral. We believe the caus'e Qif 'Super_· 
ruaw'l'a1is.m ca;n trium'ph: only b'Y' th'e sllpe.m·aJtu.I1atpower of the Holy Ohost, 
andl tha:t iBIs power will 'be exeTci-Sled! to-d:aY', as 311way.s·, inans'W6I' to prayer. 
We therefore urge all who read' these 'Word,s to regard! tbe Prayer Period' of 
eBich s:essioDi as the most important P3lrt of ·tb.-e session. You are 'in;yjted: to 
attenid, not to hear addresses on prayer, but to practise what y·ou already kn,ow 
about prayer,--to attend ·actually to pray for the power of the Holy Ghost to 

. acc;ompal'ly every word that shall ·be spoken. 
By th<i-s meam, it may lb~, -many Who 'Will attend iDi a :critica~ atti-tud·e 

because they 'ha;ve ,been "carried about by every wind of doctrine,!by the sleight 
oJf meIl', &ntdi ·C1lnnin.g 'CI'lilftinesls wherelby they l'ie in Wlait to deceive," will them
seliVes experience a supematu'l"al revival of fa~th in the ISupernatural. Let 
us eJQPect the ,cO'lllvers'ion drs,inners" .the return {If ,Mode'moist ba·cks,l:i·d·ers ·to 
their first Love, anld: the reoonls'ElJcratiion of true believers to the service of our 
Sove'l'eign LordI and' Kin.g Who d-i6l('t f{lr us aU . 

. Th'lls these .great New York meeting'SI may :pro~e' the begjnning of & gr.ea:t 
spirituBiI revival whic.hJ ·s'haH SlWeep ·through our :beloved Baptist Denomination 
on this -coDitinen,t like a purlifyin'g Fi'l'e, consumiDig the wood., hay, and stubble 
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of ModernIsm. aoo le'aving on'ly the golid, .sil"V'er, and preciO'UlS sltones. of faith., 
hope, and! lovE\, res,ting upon the on'll" Foundation w'hich c;a;n enu.ure" 'Which is 
Christ JeS1US>. 

The Speakers. 
The DJames of the sopelllkeTl& for each sessdon wiU be announ,ced' in the New 

York papers 1II11!d! from the platform in a.dlvance ()If ea·chi s,9S1slion. We 'have plea
SIUTe:. howevElIr" in announcing -th'at among' thiDs·e who 'Wil!l!COOO'Uict the Prayer 
Period's or d,eliver Addresses will be the f:ollowin'g: 

A. C. DixoOn, Of ,BaLtimore; 'H. 'Grattan Dockrell., o·f Os'sdngton, N.Y.; Geo. 
Douglas, Flus'hIng, N.Y.; Harry Leach, Hackensack, NL·J.; Chas. F. IM'CiK.~. 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; E. 'C. 'MUler, N.Y.; R. E. Neighbour, Elyria, .0..; J. Frank 
Narris, Fol't ,Wort'h., Te!Xas; Fl'!ancis 'O'Brien, 'Broooklyn, N.Y.; Wm. L. P.e·ttiIl!giH, 
Philad'e~phia; J. W. Porter, LouislVille, Ky.; W. 'B. Riley, .MiI1!Ileapolis" MiDln.; 
Geo. Rittenhouse, Max Soh'im-pf, 'Brooklyn" NiY.; T.T. ,Shietd1s, Toronto, Can
ad'a: John ROlllch ,Straton., N.Y.; 'Carey Thamas, Phila.d.8I1phia, 'Pa.; Oliver W. 
Van Osd'e'l, Grand 'Riapid,SI, MIch., and: others. . 

P.ROGRAMMlE--lSfU'NDAY, DECEMBER 2nd, 1923. 
At Calvary Baptist .Church, N.Y.~.2J30-iP:rayer for the Holy Spirit's Power. 
3.00-A'Il·dres's: All! In'fa)llible Biible the First Es'sen-tial of the Baptist Faith. 
At Greenwood Ave. 'Baptist Church, Brooklyn-2,3O--Prayer for the Holy 
Splirit's: Power. 3.0·o--Address: An In,fallible Bilble the Firs,t Essential of the 
.Baptist Faith. Monday-2,.30-Prayer for the HoIy ISpirit's Power. 3'.OO-lAd
dres's: The Deity oo! Ghrist, Inc:ludiD'g the Virgin Birth all!d the Physd'cal ReSlur
rection, Indlspen·saJ!J.J.e to Evan·geHcal Faith. 7:30~Prayer·llor the Hdly!Spirit's 
Power. 8.00-Address: The Nece'sos'ity of 'Cleans~ng: the Baptist Denomination 
o'f ·S(:eptical 'CritIcs. Tuesday-2.30-Prayer for the 'Holy 'Spirit's POIWer. 
3.00---,Al::odress·: The V:icarious Atonement Es'sen'lliat to Faith and' F'ello'WSlh1p. 
7.S0-Prayer lior the Holy Spirit's Power. 8.0o--Address': The Present Hie!"
archical Ten·dencies· Within the Denomination IntQleraJ!JI'e to True: Baptists. 
Wednesday~2.30-Prayer for the· ·HoIly 'Spirit's' Power. 3.iJ'O'-Addll"e'Sos': ,Regen
eration a -Condition 0If 'Salvation .and of 'Baptist Chourc.h lV.lemlbeTsihip. 4.00-
Address: 'The Liberty of Faith vs. The License of ,In,fidelity. 7 .. 30'-lPrayer for 
the Holy Spirit's Power. 8.01Q-Atldoress: Tolle Duty of .A,w'aken:ing the Den'Omi
natioll to the l\'Ier.a'ce of Mod'ernism on Mission FIeld,s'. Thursday-2:300--iPrayer 
for the Holy Spirit's Power. 3.0,O-Addre·ss: Prayer and, the iDemonstration of 

. the ,Supe'rnatillral 'Es'sential toO Christian ·Witllless. 4.-An 1H0ur o,f PrlllYer. 
7.30-Prayer for the Holy Spirit's Power. 8.00-Adldre·ss': The 'Duty of Ex
pos,ing and Opposing HereticIIIITeachin'g in Baptist 'lnlstitut,ion·s. Friday-
2 .. St>-Prayer for the Holy 'Spirit'So Power. 3.(}O-Ad;dTess: The Pers'Onal Re
turn ()of Chrls!t the' 'Scriptura:l Essent:ial to IComplete Red·emption. 7.30-PrlllyeT 
for the Holy <Spirit's Power. 8. 0 O---,Addlress: The Recognition of Evolubion as 
the 'P.roHfl.c 'Mother o'f Modern Heres,ies. 

CROW/OED OUT. 

The Tuesday evening meeting wHI, until further notIce, ,be held in the 
lecture haH. Last T,uesd'ay we oounted nearly two hundred chairs after the 
meeting which had ·been packed into the prayer-room down;;tairs. It i'3 
earnestly requested that the .Bible School :teachers and officers endeavour to 
complete their .conferences by ,8 o'clock, ISO that we may settle down to real 
prayer un till '8,.405, when the Pastor wiH give a iBible lecture on the lesson in 
the Whole .Bible Course for Dec. 2nd. ,See .page 11. 

ABOUT THE GOS'PEL WITNESS. 

To st£bsC1"ibers.---:Su'bscribers will find the date on which their subscrip
tions ex.pire printed with their address on the wrapper. If you are in arrears 
we shald appreciate your renewal; and whHe renewing try to extend the paper's 
ministry .by sending in subscriptions obtained from your friends. 

To Oontributors to Witness Funa.-'Monthlycontributors to The Witness 
Fund, whose Uberality wlone makes the ;publicaUon o·f this paper possible, are 
reminded that next Sunday is the first ,Sunday in the month. The regularity 
"Ith which payments are made ds much appreciated. If any have forgotten 
this is a gentle reminder. And further, an offering to The V,·ltneSlI Fund will 
always ·be 'gratefully received f·rom 'Others who find ble&3ing in these pages. 
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THE WHOLE BIIB,LE SUN'DAY SCHOOL LESSON ·COURSE. 
Lesson Calendar. 

Third Period-Abraham to Moses. 
·5. Nov. 4-The .A!brahamic Covenant ........................ Gen. 12-N 
6. Nov. l.l-Restatement 'o,f Abrahamic Covenant ...... _ ....... Gen. 12-14 
7. Nov. 18.......;Promise of Birth of Isaac and Destruction of Sodom 

. and Gomorra:h ............................... G.en. 118,19 
8. Nov. 2.5-mirth and Offering of Isaac ......................... Gen. 21,2.2 
9. Dec. '2---'A Bride !for Isaac ............................... IGen. M 

10; Dec.9--The Stolen Blessing .............................. Gen. 2·7,2<81 
11. Dec. 1'6-Jacob's Ex,perience at Haran ...................... Gen. 2·9..al 
12. Dec. 2·3---J·aco.b, the Sup-plan'ter ............................. Gen. 32, 3-3 

A SRI·DE FOR ISAAC.-Gen. 24. 
Lesson Expos'ition by the Editor. 

LESSON IX. DECEMBER 2, 1923. 
1. I'r.he lesson may ,ft-rst ()f all be taken (especially in classes for young 

men and 'Women) as' A DIVINE PLIA.'N 'FOR EmFEOTING A TRiUL Y C'HIWS
TIAN MARRIAGE . 

. 1. Abraham's 'concern that Isaac should not marry a woman of Canaan 
teaches the necessity for Chri.stians to refrain from 'being unequa:Hy yoked with 
unbelie·veI's (vs. 1-4).2'. !We have here (VB. 7) th'e ~rInc'ipLe that this:, the most 
important step in life, next to converSIOn, wHl be divinely ordered for those 
who seek divine dlirection. 3. The 'Wh>o'~e story sho-ws that in these matters 
God works at both ends of the line-he prepares Abraham a-ud 'Isaac, d·i·rects 
Eliezer, and makes Rebekah ·responsive to Isaae's proposals. 4. It might profit
rubly be suggested that it was no dishonour to so noble a character as Rebeka:h 
that she reached the crisis of her life, not in -idle dreaming, 'but when usefully 
employed in the common task, drawing water. Thus the most useful wives 
are llIlore Uke bees than butterfi.ies-even the sti·ng ,is count.er.bala.nced by the 
load of honey. 

U. We have .here, however A GREAT S'PLRITUlA:L [JES,SON. In Rebekah 
we have a type of the 'believer, and therefore of the Ghurch c()lllectively~ In 
Isaac we have a ·twe of the Divine Bridegr.oom; and in Ellezer a ty,pe of the 
soul-winner. EHezer is not a tYIPe of the Holy ISpirit, for he was subject to a.n . 
human limitations, as we shall see. The selection was of -God, and the power 
wMch made ,Rebekah wiUing. We would refer .regular readers of The Witness 
to Vol. 2, INo. 2'3, under date of Oct. 18th, 1923, in which w.m ,be fou-nd a sermon 
on this su-bject. Lest that sermon should not be at hand, we repeat the outline 
of it here as a suggestion f.or this lesson. 

1. The ·commiSiS'ion whIch Eliez·er l'elceiVed is 'analagous' to tJb!at given to 
everyone that is sent to .preach the !gospel. (a) He 'Wias informed that it was 
His master's supreme desire and ,purpose that Isaac should have a wife, even 
as enlightened believers know that God's main purpose in this diS!pens'ation 
is to bring sinners to Himself, that the body of Christ may be complete. (b) 
He was not charged wi't:h the respops-j:billty of selecUng a wilfe for Isaa:c. That 
would have been a d,ifficult matter. Nor are we commissioned to select a wife 
for .Chris-t. It would be stin more diff·icuIt for us to find anyone worthy to be 
married to Him. But Eliezer went forth in the confidence that God would send 
His angels and make His own selection. So may we. (c) Eliezer was not 
charged woith the responsi·biUty of making the woman wining. That would 
have been a heav·ier responsibility still. It would indeed 'be a very difficult 
ta.sk fDr us to make men w1Uill'g to accept Christ. ·Make it very clear that that 
is the work of the Holy S,pirit. (.d) He was responsible for putting himself 
at the Lord',s ,dlisi)osal in aHowin'g hlimsellf DO be led! to Isaa:c's- Relbeikah. ISo are 
we. The ,Sitories of ,Philip ann the Et'hJopian, of AnaniaSl an'd ISa.ul, of Pe.ter and 
Cornelius all iLlustrate this trUbh. Z. What was the servant's pr.oposal? (a) 
It was made to a particu-lar person-'~fair to look upon." The gospel Is made 
to 'particu,lar persons, ,but to people who are naturally sinners and who can be 
made fair to look upon only by diV'ine grace. (b)' Rebekah was Invited to be
come the bride of a very ·rich man. Isaac was A:braham's heir. So Ch,rist Is 
heir of all things. [Becoming a Christian is not giving up--.it is receiV'ing. 
(c) 'There was, however, one conditIon. EHezer said,. '1Peradventure the woman 
will not be wiIllng to follow me untO' th'is land." He was then enjoined by 
Abraiham that he was not on any condiUon to change the terms. The woman 
must be willing to leave her own country and come and dweH with Isaac. So. 
too, we are not empowered to cha.uge the 'Conditions of disciples'lli:p. They only 
can 'be true dislCiples who wilD tak-e up their (lross and follow ChrIst. (do) lShe 
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was adm~tted to. a very eXllllted position. A.braham was a Areat man -in his 
country. Thus to become a Christian is to be admitted to the ,best of all society 
and to be exalted to a position superior to that of angels. (e) This bridegroom 
WIlliS himself a very wond'eml man. !HIS' n,ame means "Laug:hite;r."Salvatfion 
is dn Christ. The saved' soul does not marry Him for a home, ,but for what He 
is .H~mself.. - L 

3,. The Messenger's urgent appeal. Eliezer pressed for a decision, so ought 
we when we present the gospel. "To-day i'f ye wiH hear His voice." (a) ·They 
could not escape deaUng with His master; they must give some answer-yes 
or n'O. So mus.t we. The goS'pE!'~ is. the savor uf life unto life or Oif death Ulnto 
death. They might deal kindly with his master, but they must deal truly. So 
we should love Him because He 'first loved us. We cannot deceive Him; we 
must deal with Him truly. (b) In the end the depision rested with iREl!bekah 
alone. The moment she said, "I wHl," the questioOn was settled. S'o, too, when 
we say "I wUI" to Christ, salvation is an accomplished llact. 

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNO:UN.CEMENTS. 
iWlhen the Editor of thIs paper was .ip. the ,Southland a short time ago, he 

found that amon'g our genial southern friends a very haPiPY practice prevailed. 
At -the close of each service, the people did not stand around waiting to be 
introduced, nor .d.id they come forward offering their hand, saying, "I su·ppose 
you don't remffinJber me." 'But they came up with a h'appy ,smile and extend,ed 
hand, say.ing, ",I am ,Mr. James Blank, from Whereville." You have not to 
worry you,r 'head to try to remember where you have seen this happy face be
fore, he i-ntrod,uces himself. And t'he lad-ies are not [ess friendly. They, too, 
anlllounce th,eir n'ames., and 'WIhere they come ~om. 

/We believe this would :be a most useful practice toO introduce into Jarvis 
Street Church. In the last two years and eight months, nearly six hundred new 
members have been added. In the last sIx Sundays eighty have been baptized 
Wjeg.ive these figures only to show that in a rapidly growing church like ours 
it d,s somewhat difficult for the members to 'know and remember each other .. 
There are a few people with phenomenal memories who are IIIble to remember 
names allld! face:s, and thuS' keep a la·rge church family in m.illld,. But thIs is not 

. true of the maj,ority; and many who Sincerely desl-re to hold the membership 
of the church in affectionate remembrance find it diff,icult to remember so many 
faces. 

We have observed, also, that most ()f us are disposed to criti-cize in others 
thos,e d'efe'cts which are ·most charaJoteristic of oursellVes,. ThuS' the shy per,son 
who never volunteers to speak to anyone is disposed to feel neglected because 
someone elSie. perhaps eqUlaHy shG', di()eS n'Ot make the wit vance. Another, who 
finds' it almost impossible to keep a face and a name together, may feel grea:tly 
hurt because ·their 'own name has been forgotten ,by somebody else. We suggest 
that instead of assuming that the person we meet 'knows us, we take it for 
granted that they have a warm heart and a short memory; that they would like 
to know who we are, and where we come from, and how long we have been a 
mem.ber of the church. Then when we meet each other we might say, '\I am 
Mr. :So-and-so, or Miss So-and-so. I have been a member 'Of the church for so 
long. Please tell me your name and address." And do this not once nor twice; 
keep on doIng it, and thus at length we sha;U come to know each other. 

m4t aU,1Ur4 Cltaltnbar 
Sunday. For . the week begin'll-illtg Nov. 25th., 1923-
9.45-Bible School, including an Intercessory Class. W. J. Hutchinson, Supt. 

1l.00-Public Worship. The Pastor wiU preach. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
6.30-Communion Service. 
7.00-Public W,orship. The Pastor wi'll preach. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8-Prayer Meeting. 
Tuesday-6.'O()t-......Teachers' 'Meetin'g. 8.4,5-uUble Lecture. 
WednesdaY-7.15-Junior Gospel Lantern Service. 
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. Evangelistic Service, 7.00---:Rev. W. L. McKay. 
Monday--8.00-Young People's Meeting. 
Wednesday--8 o'clock-Prayer Meeting. 
Friday-7.15-Junior Meeting: Mr. F. Turney and Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. 
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