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"Now therelore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow·citizens 
with the saints, and of the household 01 God."-Ephesians 2: 19. 

HI,S second chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians is a chapter of 
contrasts. It teaches that there is a wide -difference between the 
man who is saved and the man who is not saved. Ther,e Is all the 
difference !between Ufe and death: ''You hath he quickened, who 
were ,dead in trespasses and Sins." It 'contrasts the ,present with the 

past all the way through: ''WIherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this WIOrld, according to the prince of the ,power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the ,children of diso'bedience: among 
whom 8:1so we all had our con'Versation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fuIfl'lling the des.ires of the flesh and of the mind; and were ,by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others." But believers have 'been made alive by 
the quickening power of the Holy Ghost: '<.Tod "hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that In the ages to come 
he mi~ht shew the exceedi'ng riches of 'his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus." There is said, indeed, to be a new creation: "!For ye are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto ,good works, whi.ch God h8lth 
before ordained that we should walk in them." Formerly, they were far off; 
now they have ;been "made nigh !by the !blood 'Of Ohrist." 

The verse I have read to you is rea:lly the climax of this chapter of 
contrasts. "Now therefor,e ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 'felLo\\,· 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God." 

[. The teaching of this 'chapter, and of the Word of God as a whole, is 
that By NATURE MEN .ABE iSTRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS. "Your iniquities have 
separated between you and, your God, and Ylour sins !have hi-d his face from 
you" that he wiH not hear." There fs, I repeat, a vast difference ,between the 



man who is in Christ, . and the man who is out of Christ; 'between tile man 
who is s'aved, and tile man who does not know whether he is .saved or not. 
Here is a description. We are 'strangers and forei'gneM' to what? ".strangers 
to the covenants of promise." The King of IGrace has entered into covenant 
with His own people; He has pledged Himself iby ·oatll"bound promises to 
confer upon those who 8Jcknowledge His kingship, and yield submission to His 
rule, certain privIleges, and to accord them certain rights. But there are .some 
who are without the sacred circle, 'Who are without that ,kingdom of pl'ivilege: 
they are strangers to it; they are not included in the promises. Just as cer
tain laws enacted in our country constitute in principle an agreement between 
the sovereign and the subject, and are entrusted to certain :persons, authorized 
to enfol1ce them, to exact their 'penalties or to distri'bute their rewards, so 
God's covenant engagements with His people are entrusted to One W'ho is 
described as the Mediator, and through Him all blessings come. And those 
who do not seek grace at His :hand; those who do not 'Come penitently to His 
feet-they are wi·thout the pale; they are str.angers to the covenants of promise. 

There are some rof you who tum to the Bible only in times of stress. You 
h'ave heard that it contains "exceeding great and precious ;promises." I re
member picking up a book in my father's library years ago. I du not remem
·ber the name of the author; but it was a ibook on "The Exceeding Great and 
Precious Promises." I had a boyish idea that this Bf.ble was something like 
a cheque.,book: it was tull of preci'ous 'promises; and if only I could find them, 
I might have whatever I wanted. Many a time did I turn to these pages to 
discover those precious promises; ·but I never found them. I could not under
stand them. They had no messa'ge of comfort or inspjration for me. I learned 
at a later per·iod that it 'Was 'because 1 was a stranger to the ·covenant of prom
ise. 'There is no 'promise' of blessing in the Word of God to any man who has 
not claimed th'at first great promise-the for.giveness of sins. We must begiu 
with God there; ·and unless we have drone that, 'We are numbered among those 
who are strangers. 

The val'ious characterizations 'of those who are· out of Christ a·re further 
summarized in this term 'foreign.' W·e are "strangers and ·foreigners"; or, 
as the context says, "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel." We have no 
citizenshi'p in the kingdom of which He is King. We have no right to the 
protection of His government. We have no ground u·pon which to stand while 
we plead for consideratton at His ihand. The very principles of His govern· 
ment are foreign to .us. Sometimes we are greatly disturbed-some people are, 
at least-by the ·sayings of men who are "strangers and for.eigners." I read 
a tract last week issued by the Department of Sacred Literature, Chicago 
University. W'henever y;ou ~ee anything religious -issued from Chicago Uni· 
versity, you may 'generally safely assume that it is postm.arked in Hel1: that 
is where it 'came from. I make no apology for saying that. ~ut there 'Was 
a preface in this booklet: the reader is told that the author is a great scientist, 
and it takes nearly the wf.dth of the page to print ·out his various degrees; then 
he writes about the religion of the Lord Jesus, and If it were not serious it 
would be amusing. [t is so evident from the very first word that he is talrking 
8Jbout something ·he does not understand at aB. He is a ·fore~gner. He is 

. trying to interpret a realm into whl-ch he has never entered, and of the prin
ci·ples of whose government he is entirely ignorant. 

i rememiber talking toa very distinguished educator~1 will not mention 
his name-some years ago, of certain of the precepts and te8JChings of Jesus; 
and he said, "It is perfectly absurd to suppose that those principles caI\ be 
applied to our modern life." He went so far as to say the· Sermon on the 
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Mount was utterly impractiea'ble. I was down South the other· day, and I 
had the privilege of speaking to the Chamber of Commence in the town where 
I 'Was preaching. I love my American friends, and I see so much of them 
these days that I am getting to love them more and more. But you know 
they have an !-dea that they are the most democratic people in the world. 
And as I talked to thOse ,business men, with the design to "lead them up to 
the great subject of which I am speaking to·night, I thought it might be useful 
to discuss with them the prinlCiples of the British Constitution-our unwritten 
law_nd to show them that the purest democracy in all the w,orld is to be 
found where the British flag flies. They came to me af.terwards, and said: 
"We are so ·glad that you told us about that. We had no :idea that you Brit
ishers were so -democratic." Of course, they did not. They were foreigners. 
They did not understand our government at all. And some of us are won· 
derfully happy under the King Whom we delight to serve, in the spiritual 
sense. :But some people stand off and regard us as bondmen. I do not apO"logize 
to !Mr. Professor at all when I tell him he had better 'stick to Ms "last' like 
the shoemaker, which being interpreted means that he had ·better mind h·is 
own business; beCllluse he is entering a realm entirely apart from his thin1king, 
and foreign to his understanding. . 

I should like to spellik about the langulllge; but I pass that ·by. I simply 
remind you that if you have not 'put your trust in Chr-ist, you are on the 
outside of things; ~ut there is a new world of beauty, a worId of wealth, a 
world of joy, a .world ~f glory that you have never eV.en seen. it is beyond 
you. You are a stranger and a foreigner. 

II. :Those who have ibelieved are "no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow,citizens wi<th the saints." Oh,· the privileges of heavenly citlzenship! 
How are we to become "fellow-citizens witli the saints"? In ·the first place, 
we have to be born into this kingdom. There is no way of becoming natural
ize-d. There is no way of buying your way. You will remember how ,once 
they ,proceeded ,to examine Paul ,by scourging, to know why he taught certain 
things. That is an old-fashioned custom-examiniug by scourging-but it is 
not wholly out-of-date. Stand up for Christ, and you wiU find they will exam
ine you by scoUl'ging still. "And as they bound him with thon'gs, \Paul said 
unto the ·centunian that stood by, i[s it lao.vful for you to scourge a man that 
is a !Roman, and un-condemned? When the centurian heard that, he went and 
told the chief captain, saying, Take hee·d what thou doest: for this man is a 
Roman. Then the chief ·captain came, and said unto !him, TelI me, art thou a 
Roman? He said, Yea. And the ·chief 'captain answered, With a -great sum 
obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born.-I did not have 
to buy it. I am a Roman citizen by 'birth." It is a good thing to be born a 
citizen of a worthy country. 'I travelle-d a good deal during t.b.e war. !I had 
always believed that dt was a good thi,ng to be a British citizen; but I was 
wonderfnily proud of it in those war days. I was glad th'at I was not a 
naturalized citizen. In those days of passports and many inquiries, it was a 
great thing to .be IIIble to say, "I am. free 'born. Go back as far as·you like 
and you will flnd I have British an'cestry. I belong to this free empire." 

WeU, my dear friends, that is how we become ci~izellJS with the saints. 
You have to be so born: "Except a man be born again, he cannot see -the 
kingdom of God." lBy a ·new birth !he becomes a fellow-cltizen with the saints. 
Have you been born a saint? Have you been ~orn again? !If you have not, 
you are on the outside of this life of prIvilege. 

And yet, there is a sense in tohich our freedom is aZso obtained with a great 
price: ",With a ,great sum obtained I this freedom," said the chief captaAn to 
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Paul. But we did not pay the price. I do not Hke to hear people talking about 
paying the price of devati;.;.n to Christ. I do not Uke to hear ,people speaJk of 
paying the price of surrender. There is no price: 

"Jesus p8lid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow." 

He paid the price of our cItizenshIp. He maintained by His death a moral 
government in the universe; and made it possible ,for the throne of God to 
stand while He forgave the sinner. The kingdom of God is established in 
blood-the blood of His only Begotten. He paid the price; and ,by it we are 
privileged to become "fellow-citizens with the saints." That is a commonplwce, 
I know; yet the wonder of it will never cease. 

HI. [,et me speak to YIOU for a minute or two about THE PROTECTION THIS 
GUABANTEES. -It Is a fine thing to ibe a !British citizen, I say. There is not a 
British subject in all the world so poor that, if his Uberties were threatened by 
an alien power, the entire resources of the empire would not be at his dis
pos~l. I remember reading proudly during the ,days of the war of a lady -in 
MeX'ico, who was not a British citizen; 'but who when her Ufe and that of her 
fa.mily was in jeopardy, she obtained a British flag, and she put it outside 
her house. S'he said the British fl!l!g was the only fl'ag in all the world for 
whIch the Mexicans had any respect. But they knew that behind that flag 
stood all the might of Britain; and that it was engaged to protect the Uberties 
of the hum'blest subject who acknowledged the sovereignty o'f the king. 

Once, while cr,ossing dn the war days through the war zone, we had 
at the table at which I sat, among others, a lady who ,was going over to 
do war work in Londou. She was an American citiz,en-most devoted to the 
cause of the Allies; ibut it was before America came into the war-.and we 
h~d many pleasant chats across the table. When we got to IJiverpool, certain 
officers came on board, and they came through the corridors, and said, "Aliens, 
this way." Then in a little while, "British subjects this way." As I came 
up to the saloon where the British subjects were assembled, I met this 
lady who had sat at the same ta:ble. An offi'cer said to her, "Are you a British 
subject?" To whieh she repIied, "l'fo"; and he answered, "Aliens, this way." 
Then she said to me, "This is where I wish I were British." "JWell," I said, 
"I think perhaps you are the next !best; but I am sorry for you." I had a 
feeling that when that ,officer called, "British su,bje'cts this way," every man 
and woman stood a little more erect. Why? We had come safely through 
that zone of danger, which, was made safe by the mi'ght of that em'pire that 
stands for the world's freedom. And we were proud o'f -it. When -my turn 
came, 1 went up to the officer wiIlo was sitting at the table, and showed my 
passport: He looked me up an,d down, and said quite sternly, "Wihat have you 
c'ome to England for-on business?" I sald, "Yes, sir." ".May I enquire what 
your business is?" I said, "I am a preacher. I am going to preach." "Going 
to pre'ach," he said. Where are you gOing to preach?" I said, "I am gOing to 
,preach in Spurgeon's Taberna:cle." "Oh," he sa'id. "Sergeant, taJke this gen
tleman through to Mr. So-and-So, and see that he is not detained." And the 
sergeant took lilly passport and -led the way through the crowd and cried, 
"Gangway!" and every,bo,dy stood aside wondering who this important m'an 
was! I walked through the crowd, my passport was certified, then down the 
gangplan,k-the flrst man off the ship-and got the flrst train. Other people 
came along hours later. I was a priv,iIeged perron for once in my life. 
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It is a great thing to be a citizen of a worthy country; but it is notbling 
to the privileges of those who are in Christ Jesus. There was a time when God 
resolved to save His 'people from the bondage of Egypt; and ~e went before 
them. They came even to the Red Soea, and He soverei,gnly said, "Gangway!" 
and the very seas divided before them; and they went over dry-shod. T·hey 
followed the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud, and were brought ultimately 
Into the promised -land. You remember, too, the poor 'preacher, Elisha. Israel 
and Syria were at war; and the king of :Syria said to his officers one day, 
'-;WUl ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? And one of his 
servants saId, None, my lord, 0 king: Ibut Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, 
telleth the 'king of Israel the words th8Jt thou speakest in thy bedcham~er. 
And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch hi~. And 
It was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sel1t he thither 
horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by nlg>ht, and compassed 
the city a:bout. And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, 
and gone for-th, behold, an hostcomp'assed the City ·both· with horses and 
chariots. And his servant said Ull!to him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?" 
But this "fellow-citiizen with the saints" was perfectly composed. He said, 
"Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. ,And the LOrd opened the 
eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was f.u11 of 
hOMes and chariots of fire round a:bout Elisrui.... God can taikecare of His 
o:iwn. I said to a group of ministers the other day when we were discusSing 
the supernatural in the Scriptures: "Y.ou do not need to ar-gue with me on 
that jpodnt, about whether they were real chariots round a:bout Elisha. I 
have had a ride in one of them' myself. I have not any doubt about it." "rI'he 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them." God d~d not put the fires out for the Hebrew children; but He went 
in·to the furnace with them, so that they came out without the smeli of fire 
on them. Daniel went into the lions' den; and the great 'king thought he had 
this heavenly citizen in his power, until he found the Uons became Daniel's 
friends. Daniel explained it .by saying, ",My God ihath sent his an-gel, and hath 
shut the lions' mouths." You need not be afraid of the lions; you need not 
be a:fraid of the fiames; you need not be afraid of the king of Syria and all 
his hosts: if you are a citizen of .the heavenly king·dom, God will look after 
you. It is a great thing to be protected as Peter was. "And ·when Herod 
had a:ppreh.ended him, he put Mm in prison, and delivered him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth 
to the people." But that same night God's angel arrived on the scene; the 
King of Glory commissi·on.ed His army to deliver one of His subjects, and 
Peter walked into the city a free man. ''iAh,'' but you say, "what about 
Stephen? The Lord let him d~e. He does not always come into the furnace; 
He does not always shut th.e lions' mouths; He d'Oes not always open the iron 
gate for us." I think lof all the deliverances in 'Scripture, that of Stephen is 
perhaps one of the' greatest. I remember r.eading somewhere of an infidel hold
Inlg a debate on that su.bject-or, at least, ,thlj.t was referred to; and the infidel 
said: "What did your God do for Stephen?" And the answer was, "iHe en
abled him to say, Lord, lay not this sin to their .char.ge.''' ·That was the miracle 
of all mira'Cles. He Was carried in one of ·the chari,ots of fire into the presence 
of God Himself, and rewarded for his fidelity there and then. 

YOUng :men, young women; older men, older women, Hfe is full of per
plexity. There are enemies of every kind, enemies on every hand; there are 
foes without and fears within. We ar.e surrounded by difficulties, and we need 
protection. But it means this: tha:t if you put your life Into the hands of Jesus 
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Christ; if you yield to Him and obtain citizenship in this . heavenly kingdom; 
He will protect you; He will go down to the office, and to the shOP. and 
throiIgh all the circumstances of life; He will gO d!own with you into the valley 
of the shadow; He will 'be with you when you need Him most: "I will never 
leave thee, nor ·forswke thee." 

Furthel'lll1ore, to be a citizen of thil1l 'Country ensures the security ot our 
possessions. There was a time not so very long ago ·when, if anyone of us had 
been fortunate enough to hold the 'bonds of almost any 'government, we should 
have considered we had fairly .good security. A lot of .people had great sums 
of money invested in Russia; -it is -there still. Others had money invested in 
Germany; and they would have told you ten years ago that it was the finest 
investment in the world; 'but it is worth no.tlJling to-day. The Government has 
crumbled; the 'credit of -the coun-try has gone; ri.ches have twken to themselves 
wings. Bllot you say, "I have some Victory bonds. They are very g()od, aren't 
they?" 1 hope they are. ISomebody else says, "I am not a Canad~an or a British 
subject. 1 am a.n American and 1 have some Liberty !bonds. American credit is 
still ·good, isn't it?" Yes; but it is possible that even British and American credit 
may fail. iBut -there is a government that :will endure; its dominion 1s one that 
shall not pass away. .Jesus .inv-ited you to invest in heavenly ,bonds when He 
saJid: "'Lay not up for yourselves treasures. upon ear.th, where moth and rust 
doth 'corrupt, an·d where -thieves break throllogh and steal: Ibut lay up for your
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor ru.st doth 'corrupt, and 
where thieves do not ilJreak through nor steal." Some day we sh~ll understand 
more perfectly than we do to"day the advantages .of this heavenly citizenship; 
for some day the kingdom willllJe manifested; some day the kingdom will come. 

1 have -told some people about ·it before; hut 1 ,think 1 will tell you again. 
1 was in iBrussels when Kiing Albert, shortly after ,the si,gning of ·the Armistice, 
made his trium'Phal entry into his 'capital after his more than four years of 
exile. I shall never f·orget ,that scene. I think 1 was, perhaps, the .only civilian 
Canadian in Brussels on that occasion. Hundreds of thousands were assembled 
to acclaim their returning Mng. iI was ;privileged to stand on a ,balcony on the 
third storey .of an office building at the corner of the street around which the 
king was tQ turn. 1 looked ·down upon the scores of thousands of loyal Belgians 
and others who lined the great thoroughfares as far as the eye could reach. 
Thousands of ,banners were waving; and the vast multitudes, delivered out 
of hand of the oppressor, waited with loyal impat'ience to express their devotion 
t.o the 'king. No one ·could lo·ok down upon those many thousands of expectant 
faces without feeling that if;hey all "loved his appearing." 

At last the cry was raised, "The king is coming." And in a moment he 
came into view jl\1st beneath my point of vantage, riding a white 'horse, with 
his queen, similarly mounted, at h1s side. Immediately ,behind him came his 
children, also mounted. Then followed one of King ,George's sons, and wIth him 
the ·generals .of -the ,British armies and the generals of -the French armifes. Next 
in order was a contingent 'of American troops; then a 'French unit; then came 
the British; and at last the .Belgian army, thousands strong. That vast multi
tude iJlad assembled to acclaim the king; but when he 'came into view there was 
a great silence. 'I was stand.ing with a company of Bel'gians on tMs balcony 
outside an office window; and when they saw hIm, they just exclaimed quietly, 
a~ter a little silence, in French ''Magnificent!" lM8ign~ficent!" They turned 
around and shook. each other's hands, a'!ld -the great tears rolled down their 
faces. And as 1 looked 'Ollot on th.ose assemilJled ,thousands, everybody was weep
ing. There was the king; ihe had fought his way thr.ough; and they knew that 
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tbe government dn which they had trusted was secure, and that their country 
was saved. 

And as I v.i.ewed that never-to,be-forgotten scene, and saw the 'king ride 
triumpbantly t'O his -tbrone amid the countless thousands of his happy, welcom
ing subjects, I thought of. ·that· rapidly 8IPproaching day when the White Horse 
and :h~s 'Rider shall come down the S'kies; for He, to'O, isaConquerer: "He must 
reign .ull :he bath put all enemies under His feet." Jesus dscoming a.gain, 
aren't you glad? ("Amen. Hallelujah!") J: d'O not wonder that some pe'Ople 
d'O not like ,the doctrine of His coming. ·Then ·we shall ·know what. it is to be 
"fellow-citizens wit'b. ·the saintsu : when He shall appear, we shall ap.pear with 
Hi.m; we shall be manifested with 'H1m in glory. 

!IV. !But !I ml\lst dose, leaving the best part of my text wi·th but tbe ,briefest 
exposition. "Fellow4Citizens with -tbe saints." I feel like iBrother ILong and 
some others, like saying, Hallelujah! If there weI:e no bigher priV'ilege tban 
tbat, to be a fellow-citizen with the saints, .to enjoy Heaven's fav'Our, a.nd 
Heaven's ,pl'lotection; that ougoht to Ifill us with praise. But .the believer is 
exalted to a bigher ·pr.J.vilege than that. :Listen! "And of tbe :household of God" 
-not only a fellow-citizen, but a member of the royal famHy, enjoying Uberty 
of access to tbe !presence of the King Himself. I saw KIng AI,bert going up that 
magntficent thoroughfare, between those lanes 'Of dev'Oted subjects, to the Senate 
.Chamber. After he 'had passed, and tbese thousands 'Of tro'OPs :had passed, still 
tbe ,people waited; and I said to someone, "Isn't it all over now?" "0, no," ·they 
said. '''Presently he will come back again; he will come around this corner 
agai'n, and he will go up ·there to the palace, ·to bis own home." He came, by 
and 'bye, from the "Senate Chamber to the palace; and :he took h'is ·cbildren in 
with .him, and a few favoured 'people who were next t'O the king. I motored 
past tberesome hours after, and there was a great thr'Ong-I cannot tell you 
how many-outside tbe palace; and they said at last, "The kin·g is at bome 
in the bosom of bis family, in hi-s own palace." Some day we shall not only 
rejoi'ce as "fellow-citizens with the saints," hut we shall stt down at .the King's 
table; we shall ·have the King's ear; we shall have a 'place on His breast. "If ye 
then, being evil, Know ihow to ,give ,gifts unto y'Our children, h'OW much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give ·good things to them that as.'k him?U 
We are "of. the household I()f God"; an·d some day when the war is over, we shall 
gather a'bout the family !board; th'ose long separated will be there-

"One army of the liV'ing God, 
To His·command we ,bow; 

Part of ,tbe host bas crossed tbe flood, 
And ,part is crossing now!' 

On that day the ·return 'Of tbe kin'g was marred ·for many .Belgians. Tbere 
were m'Others there who wept.' They said, "He 1s not here ·to rej'Oice ·with us; 
be is lyin'g out yonder in the grave!' But when Jesus shall come to set up His 
kin'gdom, tbe glory of tbat day will not be marred 'by ·the wbsence 'of some who 
ought t'O be .there: "For this we say unto you ·by the word 'Of the Lord, thllit we 
which'are aldve and ~emain unto the coming 'Of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend fr'Om heaven -with a 
sbout, Wlith the voice of tbe archangel, and with -the trUID!p 'Of God: and the 
dead .in Christ sball rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, t'O meet ·the !Lord in the air: . and 
so shall w~ ever 'be with the 'Lord." "The household of God" Wlill 'be complete 
at last. There will 'be n'O vacant chair. W'Ould you not like to belong ·to ·that 
family? 
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THE publication of this paper as a mlasillllllrJ' enterprise Is made poaaible by the aifta 01 
1 memben of Jarvia Street Churcb and othen, and Is sent to 8ubecribel'll by mail for 12.00 
(UDder coat) per year. If any of the Lord'. stewarda who read this have received blellslac. 
we shall be grateful for any thank.offering you may be able to send to The Wi=- Pull at 
lUIy time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witoesl ID8J' be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvatjon of souia, and the aaitatiOJl 01 
Christ. As our fuuda make it poaaible, we hope to add to our free Uat, from time to time, 
the _ of miDistel'll at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
AN ATTACK ON THE BIBLE AND CHILDREN. 

Under the heading "A SATANLC ATTACK .oN THE !BIBLE AND CHLLD· 
REN," with a sub-head::ing, "The SundOlJl SchooZ T,imes eXlposes a tar-reaching 
campaign of au,thorship, pu.blishing, and adv.erllising, for the ensnaring of 
America'·s ,children, parents, teachers and ministers in the bondage of frankly 
anti..christian un,belief," The Sunday SchooZ Times' reviews a ,book entitled 
"The Story of the Bible," 'by Dr. Hendrik 'Willem Van [.oon. The article 'begins 
with the following quotation: 

''Like the ,boo'k of Daniel and the Psalms of David, and many other 
chapters [books] of the .old Testament, the Gospels bear fictiti'ous names. 
They are called after the apostles Matthew, !Mark, ;Luke and John, but it 
seems very IUnlikely thlllt the original disciples had anything to do with those 
·famous literary compositions, . . , . 

"Jesus felt that John [the Baptist] could teach him much, He too asked 
to 'be ba'Ptized and then, after a short while, he decided to ·go into the wilder· 
ness that ·he too might find 'his soul in solitude .. , .. 

"Jesus spent only a short while in the wilderness. .. !but the words 
of John set Him tMnking. , . , , He had suddenly asked himself the quell
tion, 'What does life really mean l' . . . . 

"!Elver since the beginning of time there have been people who were able 
to exercise ·great infiuence upon those who al'le stricken with certain forms of 
illness, . . . Imagination has a g.reat deal to do with sickness. If we th1nk 
that we 'have a pain we actually feel that ,pain. -If someone can only 'Con· 
vince us that we were wrong in our amateur diagnosis, the pain will dis· 
appear immed·iately. This glift has been ,bestowed ,upon simple and kindly 
people [like Jesus] who can gain the 1C0nfidence of their patients and who can 
cure them although they are utterly ignorant of the principles of mediCine. 
Jesus, who inspired confidence and faith by the absolute honesty of 'his per.' 
son and the lovable simpl~city of his character, was undou.btedly able to help 
those who came ·to him in the agony of imagined distress. . . . 

"Tradition, in its eagerness to make a good story better, insisted u.pon 
depict'ingthe second jouruey through lGalilee as a 'triu.mphant progress of 
a wonder·doctor ..... 

"Then ,there followed a steady stream of patients; who thought that they 
were lame, and had to be carried to Jesus on stretchers; ... nervous 
patients of every form and desc.ription who needed but one reassuring word 
to be set upon the road to recovery. Whatever the truth of several of those 
stories (dead 'People rarely come back to me) they certainly created great 
excitement and 'Curiosity in Galilee and were soon repeated in Jerusalem ... 

"They were willing to ibelieve anything ,that was ,told about Jesus, pro
vided it had a touch of th.e extraordinary. 
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",Mere cures were not enough to satisfy their prImitive need of excite~ 
ment. 

"The ~atient was very sick when Jesus happened to 'come to his village? 
"Nay! 
"The patient 'had ,been o~ the verge of death! 
"Until at last the poor patient had actually been dead and 'buried, and 

had been taken out of the ·grave and restored to Ufe by the man of miracles. 
"This last story, the famGus case of /Lazarus, had made an enormous 

impression upon the ·credulous peasants of Judea. Repeated from farm ,to 
farm, it soon acquired a wealth of lurid detail which made it a very popular 
subject ·for medieval legends and pictures." 

These are typical extracts form a 'booik 'Of 4!52 pages, "The Story of the 
Bible," which Is now one of the most widely advertised books ·for children 
in our generation, a.nd whIch, if the publishers can carry out their plans, will 
sweep America's homes, churches, .sunday-schools and day-schools with its 
propaganda of unbeJ.ief. 

The arUcle above referred to a.ppeared in The Sunday School Times of October 
27th, 1923, on ,page .Gas. We recommend all our readers who have The Sunday 
School Times at hand to read this artide, and tihe one following in the issue of 
November 3·rd. 

It is a tissue of misrepresentation, apparently, from· beginning to end. 
From The Sunday School Times' qlUotations, one might suppose it could be 
properly classed w~th the tales of Baron 'Munchausen. We ca~not resist the 
temptation, 'however, to add this further quotation from The Sunday SchooZ 
Pimes: 

At the Wedding of Cana. 
According .to this "Story 'of the Bible" there was no miracle at the ·wed

ding of Cana of Galilee. ":Several hundred years later, w·hen a touch of the 
miraculous was added to every event i·n the life of Jesus for the ,benefit of 
the simple-minded barbarians who had to be gaJined ·for his straightforward 
message of a lovin'g ·God ... it had ,been adorned with a mysterious tale 
which the painters 'of the Middle Ages used repeatedly as a papular sub
ject for their pictures. . .. As ,the ages ·went 'by, similar bits 01 ~agic were 
continually added to the origdnal stories. That was quite natural. People 
!have always loved to connect superhuman p'ower with those whose memory 
they 'Worsihip." 

.&t this season of the year, when ~aren'ts are considering what they shall 
buy for their 'children, this book, inspired by the father of lies, is put upon the 
m·arket. 'Parents might more safely buy their children a !rattlesnake for a 
·Christmas present than to ,put such a boo.k as this into their hands. 

[n The Oanadian Baptist of November 8th, among the B'Ook Reviews, t'he 
following notice appears: 

Van Loon's Story of the Bible. 
Few ~ner specimens of the book'binder's art have '!been issued recently 

than "The Story of the 'BLble," by 'HencJ,rick Van (Loon, which comes from the 
press of the !MacMillan Company of :Canada. IPrice '$'5.00. The book has 
150 black and white line illustrations, as well as sixteen flUll page 'plates in 
oolour, done by Mr. Van 1Loon. 

!Mr. Van Loon ihas not· written a 'Bible in modern speech; neither is it . 
a commentatory on the sacred word. It ~s much Uke the story of the sa'cred 
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· ·things that a mother would tell her little child at bed time. "I have 
patiently read. all the "M-odern Bibles" and the almost endless "Children's 
Bibles" of the last thirty years or soan·d none satisfied me for my own needs 
or for those of my sons. T,hose who expect to read a Bible written against 
a !back'ground 'Of the la.test archeological and ;philclogical ·discoveries will !be 
disappointed. The boak merely -tells the story as I personally would Uke to 
tell -it to my ,boys. Nothing more and nothing . less." 

We are wondering who the book reviewer of The OanatUan Baptist is? WP. 
ca.-nnet believe that anybody responsible for the conduct 'Of cur denominational 
paper weuld willingly assist in the distribution of such an infamous book as 
this so-caJIed "jStory of the Bible." We prefer to ,beHeve that ,the Editor !pub
lished this review withou,t 'knowing anything about the character of the book. 
If .our judgment Is correct, we are sure the Editor will hasten to inform the 
readers 'Of The Oanaaian Baptist that that paper does not recommend Dr. Van 
L'Oon's Iblasphemous production. The Oanac1.ian Baptist enters many hcmes 
where there are children; and we ·feelsure the Editcr ;wIill not fail te do his 
utmost to ,protect -the families 'Of his readers -from this deadly 'poison. 

ABOUT THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Our new ventu.r~ a B~ble ,School meeting at 9.4-5 a.m., has al~eadly proved 

a great suooess. It is a great -advantage to have such a large number -of yeung 
people and 'boys and girls in the morning preac'hing service. The usual plan of 
holding the school -in the afternoon really trains a generation not to go to 
church; for few 'Of the younger ,folks go either te morni-ng or evening service. 
It is a great inspiratien to see the great company of young people in church ,in 
Jarvis Street iSunday mornings. 

But the advantage is not only with the younger people. Already .the adult 
department sh'Ows a healthy growth; and it is surely most desirable that every
body -should be engaged in -S,()me reguJoar cours:e of ,Bible s1'lldy. It is impossIble 
that the great truths of the Bible should be faqthfully expounded without 'blessing 
follewing upon sueh a ministry. NetHing is more urgently needed in our day 
than that Christian _people should be thorou~hly instructed in the truth 'Of the 
Bible. 

One thing at which we are aiming in our iBi,bl.e School ,is to enroll every 
reSiident member of the church in one of our lClasses. To every member who 
reads these words we give a most pressing invitation to j'Oin us in our Bible 
study next Sunday morning. 

The lessons we are now studying are part of "The W!hole Bi'ble S.S. Lesson 
Oourse." By t'his course we shall go right through the Bible. Many people 
,have long desired to study the whole Bi'ble. Here is our 'Opportunity to do so 
-in 'company wHh other prayerful students. We have classes _for all, and. 
we invite you. 

One of Our Dr.fficulties. 
The 'cihief difficulty is found! in getting -Slcho!l8.rs to c[)me on time. This 

inhores in ou.r ~leculiar ,situation~ No other ,schools meet in tih!e m'Orning:, aOO' 
m~ny 'peoplE' are a:cc1l'~tO'med' to risle later Sund,ay mornings. But we are sillre 
-patience and pers-eve.rance will ,o.vercome that ddfficuUy. May we ventu~e to 
as,k for the co-ope;ration 'Of aU the m~mberSi of our iamdlies in th'Ls matter? 
One thing that win help wHI !be to get every member of the family attending 
the school. 'rhen eaClh memiller win helop e'VBry obh'er member. 

,For every reason it is d-es:i-rable that we 'sh'ould give special attention to 
,the matter of ,punctuality. Late comers (though we would rather have you 
eome ijate tha.n not at all) make it very d~ffiC'1l1t for the S'Bcretaries to comPlete 
't'heir I'ecor,d;s, bes,id'es making it more difficult f-or the' teaChers to teach the 
lessoll. Let us a:ll do our utmost to overcome this d,ifficulty. 
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THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON COURSE. 
The Birth and Offering of Isaac.-Gen. 21, 22. 

Lesson Exposition by the Editor. 
LESSON VIII. NOVEMBER 25, 1923. 

In 'c(mnect-ion with this lesson, read Gal. 4: 21·31; and. H~b, 11: 11-13; 
Rom, 4. 

I. ISAAIC'SBIRTH WAlS A lREiWAlRD OF '~AITH IN THE DIVINE 
ffiOMIiSE. 

"At the set ,time at w'hich God had spoken to him",-vs. 1, 2. (1) Thus 
every 'converted ·person is a child of promise (Gal. 4:·2·S) spiritually begotten 
of the Holy Spirit 'by the word of tru,th (1. ·Peter 1:23). ,Souls dead in trespasses 
and sins may be so quicl,rened as to live ag·ain unto God, (2) :Isaac's birth was 
miraculous. It was contrary to nature. ISo is ·conversion (John 3·:1-16; II .. Cor. 
5:17). (,3) Abraham was ·strong ~n faith giving glory to God (Rom. 4: 113-25). 
Thus faith always glorifies its ·object;· and we glorify God when we trust Him 
to do that which is humanly -ImpossIble. 

II. IiSAAC WAS PERSECUTED IBY ISHMAEL. 
This is an illustration of the battle that :goes on in every Christian life. 

"The old man" is Ishmael; and "the new man" is Isaac. (1) In the individual 
heart (Gal. 5:1'6-H!). (2) !In the world without (John 15:118-'20). But in all 
these things the son of the bondwoman must yield to ,the son of the free. 
God gives the victory to the children of promise. 

III. HAGAR A'ND I.SHMAEL IN THIEIR HI'STORIC ISLGNIiFICANOE. 
God Is ever .graci,ous to the outcast, and listens to the 'cry of the needy. 

"For the love of God is broad·er 
Than the measure of man's mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully Ikind." 

IV. AlBRAHAM.AND AlBIMELECH. (Vs. 22-34.) 
We ·have here an example of what a man of fa!ith s'hould ,be in his relations 

with those who know God. Abraham settles l1is ·differences with Abmelech, as 
a Christian should. The same spirit is shown here as was manifested by .A!bra
ham in his relations :with Lot. A further illustration -of the truth-UThe meek 
shall inherit the earth." 

V. THE TRIAIL .oF ABRAB1AiM'·S IFAI'DH. (IChap. 22.) 
(1) It ~s necessary ,that our faith shouM be tried and shown to be nothing 

but a naked trust in God. Trust in ourselves, trust in others, trust in circum
stances, must all be separated from true f·afth, which is trust in God alone. 
(2) Abraham is not called upon to sUrrender the illegitimate but -the legitimate. 
Thus, when all known evil has been put far from us, it is still necessary tha.~ 
we should ,give 'back to God that which He has given to us. Abraham o.beyed 
becBJUse he ibelieved, here as elsewhere (Heb. 11:17-1,9). It was ·because Abraham 
believed God could give Isaae to him a second time, even from the dead, that 
he was enabled to obey Him. Thus true faith always issues in obedience; and 
at the root of ·di-so,bedience there 'is always an element of unbeUef. (3) Abril.' 
ham went all the way to the altar with Ood, being prepared to lay his s-on 
in the ·dust -of death. (4) What a picture we have here -of the divine SlIIcrifice! 
·Father and ISon in ·perfeet agreement, going together to the altar. And as it 
cost Abraham as much to give his son as it cost isaac ,to be willing to be given; 
so we must remember that "God so loved the world, that he ,gave His only 
begotten Son." In the sacrifice of the CrosB, iFather, iSon, and Holy Ghost
olie God-revealed the love of God for lost men. (-5) God really did not want 
Isaac, but -only Abraham. But the way to get Abraham was to demand Isaac. 
When Abraham stretched fortli his knife to slay his son, in effect he plunged 
it into his own heart. Thus we are crucIfied with· Christ Iby ,the surrender of 
our last and best. (6) But the real sacrifice God provided. 'Here you have 
the .principle of substitution. The God of salvation Is Jehovah-jireh-the Lord 
will provide. (7) We have a: fur.ther illustraUon ihere of tlie ·principle that 
when we yield ourselves wholly to God, -He gives Himself wholly to us. By 
his .surrender of 'ISaac, Abraham kept his well"beloved son; and in addUion 
received the promise of a blessing that should !be shared illy all n.ations and 
should last forever. 
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CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

ANOTHER DAY OF GREAT BLESSING. 
Last Sunday was still another day of blessing. Large congregations were 

present at both services. It was a great joy to ,have such a host of young 
people and children in the morning service. The Headquarters Staff of the 
Toronto Garrison attended, and the two minutes of silence was observed. In 
the evening the Pastor baptized eleven j and two were baptized at the Branch. 
A good number responded to the invitation at the close of the sermon, and 
some were soundly converted. On Tuesday evening at the close of the prayer
meeting two were converted, and five made application for baptism. A good 
number will be baptized next Sunday, and some also the Sunday following. 
Thus the stream of blessing continues. 

DORCAS MEETING. 
The Dorcas Society wiH meet in the church parlor -:rhursday afternoon, 

November 22nd, at 2 o'clock. As we have, only one more meeting before packing 
our boxes for Christmas, a good attendance is requested. Workers are invited to 
come as early as possible, prepared to sew or quilt. If you' cannot come early, 
make an effort to be with us at the tea hour. Supper will be served at 6.30, to 
which the gentlemen and young people will receive a hearty welcome. Our 
expenses are met by a collection ,taken at the tables j we hope for a large 
gathering, and a liberal collection. Business meeting at 5 o'clock. We find it 
necessary to make a second appeal for second-hand clothing. Donations will 
be most gratefully received. 

The Monthly Meeting of the Young Women's Mission Circle will be held 
on Monday evening, November 19th, at 8 o'clock. Reports will be given by 
the delegates to the Convention held .)ast week in Walmer Road Baptist Church; 
and the election of officers for the ensuing year will take place. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 
'1'. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. Randol'ph 0628. 
George Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel Hudson 0910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. Y. 5670. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School SlJperintendent, 295 George St. Tel. M. 3321. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 55 Muir St. Tel. Ken. 4353J. 
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave. Tel. Randol~h 1268. 

W4t QnJ1tr~4 Ql~l.enbar 
Sunday. For the week ibeginning INov. 18th, 192::1. 

9.4s.:-:-Bible School, including an Intercessory Class. W. J. Hutchinson, Supt. 
1l.00-Public Worship. The Pastor wi.Jl preach. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
6.30-Communion Service. 
7.00-Public W,orship. The Pastor wi'll preach. 

, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8-Prayer Meeting. 
Tuesday-6.00-Teachers' Meeting., 
Wednesday-7.15-Junior Gospel Lantern Service. 
Thursday-2.00-Dorcas will meet to s'ew. Dorcas Tea at 6.30. 
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bi;ble School, 
3.00. Evangelistic Service, 7.00-Rev. W. L. McKay. 
Monday-8.00-y.oung People's Meeting. 
Wednesday-8 o'clock-Prayet' Meeting. 
Friday-7.15-Junior Meeting: Mr. F. Turney 'and Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. 
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