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“And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, -
tell me; tllltll:lymwﬁenﬁthnd,wbthehfh"—bﬂeﬁlu:ﬁ.

of Abraham. “Abraham was old, and well stricken in age,” and he greatly
) desired to see his son Isaac married before he died. Marriages, apparently,
¥ere strangely made In that day. Abraham was afraid that Jeasc might make
; & Migtake, and he was particularly fearful that he might select a wife from
ﬁhnng the people of the land in which he dwelt. And so he summoned Bliezer,
%he steward of his house, and he commissioned him to go to far-off Mesopotamia
c80d from among his own people to select .and bring back a woman who should .
2000me the wife of Isanc. And Eliezer, afier enquiring further, particularly as
. % the limits of his responsibility—and in that I think he was very wise—under-
00K this delicate mission. .And he went t0 the far country, praying God to
Bt his steps, esking for certain evidences of divine direction which in our
4y will later appear. But he eame at length to the family and into the pres-
%8 of the women whom he belleved God had appointed to be the wife of his
er's 5on. And when he had made known his errand and carefully delivered
nsel? of hip master's message, he sald, “And now if ye will deal kindly and
with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the
it hand, or o the left.” :
ot y.T0¢ Agostle Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, telis us that the story
_“I"Mpndlshmdisandlm; by which he does not mean that it was
tng; T2 to historic fact; but he means that being bistory it had a epectal apiri-
ficance, and that the events of history were providentially ordered,
88 the record of those events was written by divine inspiration. Aand I
‘gre justified in taking this Old Testament story {o illustrate the
of grace, and the principles which underie the operation of the Holy
bringing out of darkness into light those who are appointed to be mem-
that body which is described as the Bride of the divine Biidegroom. .
all speak this evening of the servani’s commission, the master's proposcl.
the messenger's urgent appeal.

o
'T HIS verse is & of a very interesting and instructive chapter in the life
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I, Fmot of gt xmmmemme.ﬁﬁmmm 1
'l‘m; CoMMISSION WHIOH ELIEZER RECEIVED, that we may therehy learn some
‘of the oommlaaion ot thon who are sent to preach sth everlasting

rmed that “ Ha maatpr' prcme ;

gre% p@mba a?ﬁfa nbu ¢ o wife. . ‘n’bmdq
a ma.n Than; she aa a M among

.fellows. But all the imm of llte in Abmha.m'a thought were subordi
to this one master purpose: ‘“that thé purpose of God acoording to el
might stand”; he desired that Isaac, who was himeelf a ohild ¢ prom;lse
hadoometohlmasagmof(}od—t;edealredtoseelmc L Apd I ven-
ture to believe thet it would help us ip the interpretation, not ¢nly of hlstoqy
but of the events of the present, whether we view the world at 1arrge.
our own personal experience—it would. help s, 1 say, if we could olearly undem
etand that the teaching ot Scripture is that God's great master purpose lna%

dispensation of grace is to gather to Himself that company of people who
become the Bride of His Son. He is visiting the Gentiles to take out of th
a people for His Name. We are quite justified in looking for the hand of God i
the affairs of the nations. I do not doudt at all that God'e hand is upon thy
statesmen of the world; that 4t 18 still true that “promotion cometh nelthe
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the eouth. But God is the jud%
tie putteth down one, and setteth up-another.” - “He doeth according to His
in the army of heaven, and among the ifihabitants 6f the earth: and none cm
stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?’ God is even now workiy
out His purposes. All the events of our time, and of the times that have pre
coded us, and the events that shell yet suoceed the history of our day—sl
these are part of God’s great purpose that HiB Son shall have a Bride. Do not
make light of such a service as this, and the work, perhaps, of some little m
sion hall. God is supremely interested in all these things. It was for this the
Saviour died. This was that which He planned from before the foundation
the world; and He i8 resolved, He is sovereignly determined that His Son s
have His Bride. That ds Hd.s purpoes to-day; and they, I believe, make fiu
largest contribution to the world’s weal who concern themselves, as Ble|
did, with the execution, so far as they may be permitted to be instrumental ¥
its accompHishment, of the Lord's great purpose to bring slnmers to Himsd
But the devil woubd turn us aside to a great many other matters. Hoe 8
to have engaged a very large part of the Christlan Church in some other
istry than that of bringing poor sinners to the feet of Christ. Anyﬂhl i
everything may command attention but the one great matter wpdch is .
the heart of God. You will find the churches of to-day led astde into all sorty
of so-called “social” ministries inetead of keeping to the main track. Now 0¥
Lord Jesus was similarly tempted when He was upon earth.. They wanted §
turn Him aside to other activities. “One of the company sald unto Him
Mister, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. And DA
-said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?’ He refu%}
to interfere in that matter. Somebody may say, “Was He then unmlndﬁﬂ
the ills trom which men suffer? Was He indifferent to the conditions uiM
which men live? DId He have no Interest in soofal order, in poclal Justios, &
the correction of economic wrongs? And do you mean to gay that the chwp
is to go on independently of all these things; that it is not to concern i@
with social and moral reform?” No, 1 do Dot gay that. 1 do say that we
to do that indirectly: that is a by-:product it 18 not the maip Lot
give you another fllustration. Jesus caime to a place called” Jericho, and
m ‘gD in a aycamore tree a man who was Httle of stature, apd who bed
mb up to see Jesus as He passed by. “And whén Jesus mnﬂewthppm
lpoked up, and eaw him, and sald unto him, Zaoche 0, and o9
down; for to-day I must abide at thy houge. mg a,nd 8
down, and received him joyfully. And whén thsy aaw it,
saying, ‘“That he was gone to be guest with a man that faa sinner"
of them might have sald, “The first thing the prophet of Nagzareth
have done would have been to make this man put certain things right; to}
established different laws, compelling men to Hve honestly. He is gone ¥
guest with a man who has been robbing people right and left, and He &
nothing at all about it.” Ah, didn't He? When He came into the &
Zaochsus, “Zaccheéus stood and sald unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, thB
of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any wss
false accusation, I restore him fourfold.” And eo you see by coming first o .

2



’

‘sd"Kome o) Zucohans, he: iadd i an’ honet mad’ &fid
the poor and’ miade hiit just toward ‘those.whoin he:

Observe, however. that Elezer was not charycd with the responsibilily or
WM o wife for somedbody else. And I think in that he is to be most heart-
 congratulated. I know there are~some people who think they have made

fied to be the chamnpion match-makers of their, community. .Bnt wise people

gtory at your lelsure in the twenty-fourth chapter, you will find that Elezer
a-little bit anxious as to how far he was to be held responsible for the suc:
of his mission. I say, he showed himself to .be a very wise man in- recog:
{ng that there was a realm into which he could not safely venture. And
he would go-forward he wanted it clearly understood that.he was not

apged with meking the choice. ‘““No,” sald Abraham, “the Lord, defore whom
walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou ghalt {ake
wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's.bouse. The Lord has made

re. not to bother about it. You will be just His insttument infinding her.
is none of your business to make the selection.”

I am glad that that limitation is placed upon the Goanel minister, that I

hshould find anybody fit to be mated with Him. - Wmere should: I go to look.
such an one? Where should I find one worthy to be the consort.of the King

P kings? But the Lord has relieved us of that nresponsihility, the chojce is with
m. ‘He said to His disciples, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.”
g would be a strange thing, would it not, if every man, and woman were Der;
téd to make his or her choice in this specjal mamer.‘e.nd that the Lord of
Bory should have a bnide chosen for Him. I am not atiall surprised that the
g of glory should have aaid, “I will choose My own biide,” because He knows

at s0rt of a bride he wants. And I am very glad, I say, asI preach the Gospel

e, and all T can do is to be the Lord’s instrument in finding His own elect.
mebody says, “Why, sir, you are ahtogether out-of-date. You preach th
quated and outworn doctrine of election. You do not believe that, do you"'

€. 1 do; apd 1 refoce dn it. And that efffjebody replies, “Well, I don't™ Yes
4o, Imt You do not know it. I wonder why you were not born in the heart
China? 1 wonder why your skin is white instead of yellow? Who deter-

d_to put your soul 1n a white tabernacle instead of a:hlack one? Go back

& your life’s history and count the good things and the perfect gifts that
8. obme’ into your ‘life. Did you choose them? If you look back over your

> Jou will discover that you have been doing your very best at every tura

ve been ruined long ago. And the very best {nga that have come to
e come, not by your choice, but by God’s determining purpose. If you
e that, you will go down before Him in humble gratitude and praise

"’f ever that you are what you are, that you are here in this place of
5D to-night ‘even if you are not a Christian, and have still an opportunity
"0 yourself to Christ. “Well,” yon say, “that limits the Gospel, doesn’t
-Ornps ¢ ' it makes it just as wide as it can possibly be. I had a friend some
’ whiun some people of rather high doctrine spld, “You know, Padtor,
: erstend you sometimes when you preach; bat at other times when
' hn Your broad invitations to everybody, we do not understand it. Surely
s W that when souls are saved they are saved by the power of the Holy

§ "ﬂl “Well,” he said, “I believe all that, but I do not know who they are. If
.. Just go around through the congregation and put a ticket on them, T
.. 2Ch to them. But,” he said, “we do not know them; and T give the broad

Doge » 18 Of the Gospel and leave it to God to find those whom He would
“!bnAnd my friend, I am glad that the Lord has appointed somebody to
y de of the Lord Jesus. I am glad, it T may reverently say so, that I am
¥ V¥ assured from the teaching of the Word that Jesus 18 not going to be

an admirahble successe of the matter in their own case that they are thereby.
prefer to let other people make their own choice. And I think, if you read -

choice, Eliezer. He has appointed a woman to be the wife of Isaac. You

ve not to choose who shall be the bride of my.Lord; for I do not know.where

B Ipreach with that conviction tha.t the matter has heen settled by somebody -

lt. to ruin it, and if theié had not been a hand gt grace upon you, you

m o 80d that they are really chosen of God. And you ought to preach to -
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left without & bride. 1 am rejoiced that ¢he marrisge of the Lamb will n
omnesomeday and when the marrisge of the Lamb is come, it wil]l be.
“His wife hath made herself ready.” There {8 no perhaps or peradventure a
it. I would give up the preaching of the Gospel at once if 1 had to make
selection ; because 1 do not know whom I would select, or whom 1 could pers
to come. Oufy tast week, when I was ¢tn New York—that pegan city thet e
to have gone mad in its rush away trom God--I said to myself, “I am glad
the Word of God teaches me that thie 18 no surprise to my Master, and thy
is still equal ‘to all this situation, and that He will ultimately have His
way.” Thus Hllezer went forth knowing that ¢he Lord would lead him
would. bring him at last to the place and to the person -to whom his mes
was to be deHvered. . . )
Another point: Ellezer was not charged with the responsibility of ma
the woman willing. 1 think he is t0 be congratulated on that, t00. 1 n
think there ds a Yttle hisbtory between the lines there, for when Abraham
him what he was to do he seemed to be filled with alarm, and the very
thing he sald was, “Peradventure the woman will not be willing.” What t
Sometimes it is difficult 40 get her to be willing, although some people &
is not so difficult as it s generally supposed to be. I do not know much a
that; but I doknow that in the spiritual realm it would he impossible to pern
sinners ¢o be willing to come to Christ. Oh, the difficulty of it! Don’t you
Bliezer came to talk to this woman ebout a man whom she had never ses
man living in the distance, and he had to lead her to fall in love with some
upon whom her eyes had never rested. And that difficulty inheres in the Go
How shall we get sinners to fall in love with our Master? How shall we
them to yleld themselves to Him? How shall we make them willing to bee
the bride of the Lord Jesus? Waell, we have not to do it. Abraham saild,*
Lord, before 'whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and the Lord wilin
her willing, Bliezer. Don't you worry about that. The Lord will open
understanding; the Lord will help her to see where her interest lies, Jus
as the Lord directs you, and al will be well.” And I am glad of that elemes
the Gospel: ‘““Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power.” Somed
can eay, “Whom having not seen, we love; in whom, though now we 86é!
not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” Wel
actually fallen in love with a Bridegroom Whom we have never seen.
yonder and the day of the marriage will come. And some day He will bel
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory to take His ¥
unto Himself. And then, for the first time, upon the marriage occasioh
shall see Him as He 1s, and we shall love Him too. But who taught us t!
Him? 1L was only the Spirit of ‘Who could open our unders )
lighten our minds, and help us to see that Jesus was ‘‘the chlefest among/
thousand” and the One altogether lovely. Haven’t you read the Word? 1€
it often, but let me put these two scriptures together: “The god of this o
hath blinded the minds of them which believe niot, dest the light of the
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” Bl
drawn down the blinde lest the image of Christ should appear to thed
they are blinded and do not know Him. And as for others it is said, “F¢f
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath ehined in our
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Him and “we know whom we have believed, and are persuaded that be ¥
to keep that which we have committed unto him against that day.”
those of us who are Christians are getting ready for that happy m
that is certainly coming by and by. And the Spirit has power still
people willing. When the Apostle Paul went to Corinth and spoke to the
who resorted to the place of prayer, it is said that “a certaln womal
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the clty of Thyatira which worshipped G
them; whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the thing®
were spoken of Paul”” At His girdle swing the keys of all doors, and
would get into a human heart He has the latch-key and He can (Fﬂ"w
understanding, and enlighten the mind, and engage the affections and
us to fall in Jove with the absent Bridegroom. O may He do it this €
There was one thing, however, for which Ellezer was reeponsibe
responaibdle for putting himself at the Lord's disposal and allowing M
be led to Isaac’s Rebekah. And he gald, “I being in the way, the Lord "

4

-And we have seen Him by faith, not with these bodily eyes, but we ha™




ﬁ housé of my master's prathren... Bliezer carefully watched and asked for

geine. direction. / I -hope you -will read this twentydourth chapter to-night,
m‘ry,word.otult is tall of spiritaral suggestion..- Mliezer went off at Abraham's
prection, and he asked the Liord to-lead him. ‘And he said, “O Lord God of-my
master. Abcaham, 1 pray thee, send me good speed this day, and'shew kindnoéae.
my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the
ters of the men of the city come out to draw water; and let it come to
that the damsel to whom I shal]l say, et down thy pitcher, I pray thee,
I.may ‘drink; and she shall say, Drink, and 1 will give thy camels q
pso: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy eervant Isaac;an
horeby shall I know that thon hast ehewed kindness unto my mmaster.” The
yomen came out to the well and he approached one of them and made his re-
guest. “And she said, Drink, my tord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher
der hand, and gave him drink. And when she had done giving him drink,
she said, I will draw water for thy camels also.” And as she was letting down
gor pitcher into the well, the man stood there wondering, to wit whether the
terd had made his journey prosperous 'or not. He said, “Lord, is {t poseible
that I have been led step by step until I stand at last In the presence of the
wotnan whom Thon hast appointed?’ And later when he came into the house
of Bethuel and he told his story, told about how he prayed, this is whet he sald,
‘,‘Bq;o;e 1 had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came.” There she
fai. Ah, you who would be eoul-winners, let me commend to you that story if
you want to be led to the people whom God will prepare and bring to the !bqt
of Jesus. Speak in your hearts and He will lead you. And that s the measare
of our responsibility, of my responsibility this evening. I trust that God has
Mought us together in His providence, and that there 18 somebody here to-night
#ppointed to be a member of the bride of Christ. The Holy Spirit is here to
&h.ke this word and to apply it to your hearts, to break your heart, and to bring
Jou in humble penitence to the feet of the Lord Jesus. S
: H. Now, then, WHAT Was His ProrosaL? First, it was made to a partiow-
B person, and to one of whom it is said that she “wae very fair to look upon.’”
And I am not surprised that Eliezer should have gone looking for somebody
Who.-“was very fair to look upon,” for he was much in love with his maater.
@ must have sald, “Where shall I ind a woman who is fit to be his bride? I
wat look for the fairest of all the daughters of the land. And even she will
8ly be worthy to become the consort of so princely a eoul as Isaac.” .
k- 1delight in the contrasts as well as the comparisons of Scripture. I won-
® where we should go to look for a bride for Christ? T went to speak in-a
tain college out of New York last ‘week, spoke to between four and five
mdred students. And after the meeting I saw a number of the young men
0ut, and one man -sald, “Do you see that man climbing the hill yonder? He
008 of the most devoted disciples of Christ I have ever known. He is all qn
B'® for the Lord. He seems to desire nothing in the world but to glorify Him.
4 do you know where he was converted?’ I sald “No.” “In 8ing Sing
gi80n: while he was serving a long term in prison, he was saved.” Who wounld
X% have thought of going to Sing Sing prison to look for a bride for Christ?
» We should have expected to ind her among the cultured people of the
. H 8mong the people of social position, people of wealth, people of educa-
-~ Deople of refinement. ‘Oh, what blunders we should make H we were left
‘;Kﬁ'lour choice! We should never think of finding a bride for Christ.in
#v0l, O among the outcasts of the land. O yes, going yonder to India, w¢
Uld hgve said, ‘*Where can the Lord find His bride in India? Ob, it will'd
"eug the Brahmans, among the high caste people. Nobody would ever mgn;
“?“1& a bride among the lowly.” But that is what the Lord Jesus ddes.
b“ the wonder of it all. He sets His love, not upon the fair and the beay
. .m,w, I am blameless; those who look in the mirror and say, How beautifyl
i l-o‘there Is no chance of your being a bride of Christ. No, No. He does
. °k for the beautiful people: He looks or the people whom sin has
ak o' Who are disfigured and deformed and broken altogether—He comes to
B bf‘"‘ them. But you say, “ls that the sort of bride He will have?” O ud,
esesﬁed be God, this Master of mine can make the ugliest beautiful; He
g U8 over again. He transforms us into His own image and Mkeness; and
nd day when the marriage occasion shall come, and while myriad worlds
wWonder while He brings His bride into the presence of His Father, He will

Ut upon the ugliest of all. Those who say, touching the righteousness of .
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“present us fauitless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”;
shall be “without blemish and without spot”; ‘we shall de “holy and wit]
blame before him in love.” And so I come to you this evening to tell you
there is a chance for the worst of sinners, that there is a chance for
ugHest of mortals to become beautiful with the deauty of the Lord: an
will make us at last fair, as He is fair. : -

Then she was invited o become the bride of o very rich man. Isn't ¢h
fine story? 1If I could ‘write a book, a real story-book, I think I would make
hero of the tale a poor man, and I thinkI would leave him moderately poor,
try to show that people could be happy though -poor. But that is not how
atory-tellers do it. No matter how poor the bride may be, she always mar
a8 rich groom; for that refiects our desire, because that 18 what we sh
all Hke. And when Eliezer came to this womsdn, he sald, “And the Lord }
blessed my master greatly; and he Is become gréat: and he hath given
flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maldservs
and camels, and asses. And Sarah my master’'s wife bare a son to my ma
when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. All the we
of Abraham, who is the richest man in all the country, belongs to Isaac.
has made him his heir, and if you come to be the bride of my master’s son,
will ghare in Isaac's wealth.” .

Oh, that 18 the Gospel story. I do not ask you to come to be the bride «
poor bridegroom. O no! God hath appointed Him “heir of all things.” Ir
of “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” of ‘“the exceeding riches of his gra
I read, also, of “many mansions.” You young people, haven’t you dreame
dream iike that, of having a fime town house whemne you could live in the win
and a country estate with servants to wait upon you, and surrounded with
the things which wealth can buy? Yes, that is the kind of life we should all !
to live. Well, this Bridegroom has many mansions: “In my Father’s house!
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepar
place for you.” What is Jesus doing just now? QGetting ready for the wedd!
He is away preparing a place for His Bride. And when everything is in readine
and His hour shall come, He will come back to Trecelve her unto Himself. !
somebody goes around with a long face, and says, “I would like to be a Ch
tian if it did not cost so much. But, you know, being a Christian means giv
up everything.” A young lady came to me, a reporter of one of the New Ti
papers, and wanted to know my opinion about the question of worldly amr
ments—yon know what they are, don’t you? Well, she came to ask me
'about it and rather pitied me becaunse I did not go to these things. But I8
“Don’t waste your sympathy on me. I have some better occupation than th
“But,” she said, “how do you live? how do you enjoy yourself? how In
world do you get on if you do not do these things?’ What a conceptiof
Ife that 18! No; coming to Christ means being married to a royal Brideg™
it means becoming the consort of a King; it means having the wealth, no
this world, but of all worlds at the command of faith, and being heir wlﬂl"
of all things. 1 invite you to a real religion, to accept the wealth of the
verse as the gift of the royal Bridegroom. It is not sacrifice, it i3 not gh
up—it 1s receiving, when we come to Christ.

" There was, however, a condition. 'Ellezer sald, “Peradventure the W
will not be willing to follow me unto this land. Maybe she will say, ‘W
all right. Your master may be a very fine man; and if he is all you asy ¥
1 do not mind becoming his bride; but, of course, I could not think of 168
my mother. Never ask me to do that 1 should have to live at home. 1:
not get along unless I could see mother every day. And I have some br0
and a father, and this country where I live 1z very attractive to me. Y0
back and tell your master if he wants me he will have to come to the ‘!
house and live with my mother and take directions from her as I d0.”
about that? What do you think he would say? No, she did not say tpat

Eliezer was afraid it would be so, and he 8aid to Abraham, “Peradven

woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land. What then?

any permission to meet her requirements, or ehall I tell her that

will live half way so that it wil] be as near to her house as to his, and

can visit back and forth?” “No,” said he, “you tell her she must les f

tamily. for Isaac is worth everything; and that if she wanis to be his

then she must come to live with him, and she must recognize him as

as her husband, as the lover of her soul. Under no other conditions ol
n j
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gome: "ur'.And Jsaid, 1t the waman wul not mept those terms, then
:be: cl¢ar.from this my. oath.. 1 will ‘absoive you ot all rssponsibll!tv"

. I-would.like to-be.a Ghristian; but you do not ‘expect mé to. £o 4ll the way-

'm;_mm,-do you?; You don’t.expect me to.turn my. back. npon tlie world, the
-and- the devil and just divoroe myselt from: my. old life and Tive a new life

gith Him?. You don’t expect me to do that? The terms of the Gospel are Just .
that:-“Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also.
thine own Qeop“le, and thy :ather's ‘house;. go shall the king greatly desire thy
peauty: for hieis thy, Lord; and worship thou him”’ I.eall upon you o comie .

to the Lord Jeaps with an entife abandonment; and for everything you leave

hhind He will compensate you ten’ thousand told' ‘Rebekah may have left -
Apme things behind, but she received far inore thaii she left, "And the servant -
prouglit forth. jewels of eflver, and jéwels of gold, and’ ralment,’and gave them .

to Rebeka " ag'a love:token from his ford, as the earmest of' the - ‘great wealth
that was to be hers by and by. Nor do we have to wait for the marrin.ge to
:begin to be rlch "Brlng forth the best robe. and put it on him, and put a‘ring
on his hand, and shoeg on his'feet.” There are some luxuries in the' Christian
.Iife. which may be enjoyed here and now. 'He gives us jewels and ornaments,
snd He makes lfe worth while here, so that some of us feel that if heaven
. afe not any bétter than what we have hers, we could get along very napplly.
.1 only we had the presence of the Lord. .

f And then she was admitted to a very ezalted position. Did you ever hear
of anybody marrying for position? I have; and I have been told of members
_of the family who became united with some family of distinction. And you
will get position if you come to the Lord Jesus. You marry the
Tord Jesus and you will find that He will promote you to great
honour. .No; it is not all shame; it is not all dishonour. There is position.

And t.hen. there 18 good society. I have heard of people marrying to get into .

‘mciety I remember some years ago having in my study a beautiful plant, a

My, one’ of the most wonderful plants I have ever seen. It was just a cluster .
of-blooms. And one day some ladies called, and my wife brought them up to -

uv study. They came in and sat down, and we had a very enjoyable visit.

they incidentally walked over to the window to examine the plant, and

» sald they had not seen anything like It. And T sald, “It is very gracious
°°f ron to make this call on the pastor. It Is not very often that 2 company of
»Nhle come to my study ke this” “Oh,” they said, ‘‘you must not be too
roud of yourself. We did not come fo see you to-day, we came to see the
WY" "Then,” 1 sald, “Ishall have to be grateful to the lily for bringing me
;lood company.” You keep company with the Lily of the Valley and you will
% V& all Heaven come to call on you.

d the best part of the story is that this bridegroom was such a wonderful

Wghed with joy first of all, she laughed in derision at the promise of his com-
 but later she langhed with joy at this gift of a son. And Isaac was one of

Was '@ prince. And I fancy there is a line there that is not told. Elezer
¢ gay to her, “T have told you all about my master's wealth, I have told

: o
Sen’ tolbecmne the wife of such a man.” The best part of the Gospel story is
Suvatlon does not consist in the streets of gold. You know up there in

to walk on, that is where it ought to be: and the gates are made of pearl,
walls .are of jasper, and the mansions are very wonderful. And of that
omeé, we read, “And the city hath no need of the sun, neither of the

the.

‘ t“'lereof." Salvation is not the many mansions, nor the streets ot gold, nor

e Walls of jasper, nor the gates of pearl, nor even the robe of righteousneas
hu&-"ln nor all the ornaments of grace: salvation is Jesus Himself—

iria. We may fall in love with Him. That is what the Gospel offers—the

- gooom of the sonl.

But

% Of Machpelah . . . there they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there
baried Tsase and Rebekah his wife” So death terminated this marriage.

4

'an—his name means “Laughter,” because at his coming Sarah, his mother, '
Wt!hnddng characters of history, a gulet, beautiful, home-loving character..

Sbout his position, and that he is a mighty prince; but I cannot tell you .
bim: you will have to see him yourself to know what he really is; he 18 -
the noblest men of all thé land, aml-sheisafortunntewomanwhols :

c'ty tha gol@ is where the Lord intended it to be, under our feet, just a cheap

o shine In it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the

there is a line in this story I do not like: “In the cave that is in the '

- ————— e e e e — o —e-
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But, leaaed de (Fod, the #gb 16 Which I invife. you, ‘death has’no po
;,odlp ! We' meg'émmmmmaw “*And thete snull-te 1o m
death, n Em “erfing, 'détthér efiall' thefs -be any nidré’paint

the tordnér ¥ Kre sw&y" ‘Dont you want t6 bomarMed? Iy
you really wa,nt‘to be ‘{,"Don't ybn wmwo colne: to this Saviour
Whom' I speak} * - it oY et St

100 AR dnawhf emawun@lywd truly with my master; tell p
a.ndl’t ot, ane., & right hand, or 60 the'laft® Eie
nad fold his story, and now. 1§ eald, “I want'a decision, please. 'I want to kr
yshaima.reg g to 4 aboyt it. I do not know whetler you are’the o
appointed for my masier’s sbn or pot. e only proofof it w‘lﬂbé that "
come, and then I qmy?ow that the Lord hath appointed you. You ‘Hiave
deal with my. evade the issue. You hdve to.make m
answer to the propo.eal T make.” You cannot say “Yes” to God unless you
it. He knows when you deal kindly with Him and return the love that He |
hvisheﬁ upon you “Ig ye wl deal jindly and truly with my master, tell n
d w moeﬂner and thay eadd, “The th
pro_cee,dem : tl;e Ipr& Le. th leb de with up 8 tew daye, at the i
ten; after phe shall go.” 4, “1 wam a déeision now. I
will deal kindly and truly wlﬁ.h my ma.ptor. tell me. But 1 maust know abou
because 1 have no time to waste. If you do not come, then I must turn to
right hand or to the left. I cannot wait ten days, I cannot walt ten houts
will not eat until I perform my errand. It is an urgent business, and I m
have an instant dectsion.” T cannot promise you that the Lond will renew |
proposal ten days hence; I cannot promise you that He wiil offer you all
glories of His house ten hours hence; indeed, I have no authority to promise:
that He will do it ten hours hence indeed, 1 have no authority to offel
to you now. “Now” is the emphatic word of thé text. The Bible 48 the m
commonsenee book in the world. They said, at last, “All this 48 Rebeks
business.” And %hen you are going to get married, it 18 your business and’
gomebody else’s. You have to maje the declslcn. And eo they sald, “WR 1
call the damsel, and enquire of her about it. We will let her make the’
cision.” So they brought Rebekah in and EMezer renewed his proposnl.
they said unto her, “Wilt thou go with this mapn?’ ‘O what a- eritical bo
What & oritical moment! HEliezer waited, wondering still If the Lond had i
his way prosperous. ‘It is all over now, the proposal is before her, and Hiie
has done all that he needs to do. The servant has made his appeal, and ¢
the family are all swept aside, and Rebekah stands there. And Hiteser 8
“What is your answer?’ And ehe sald, T will go.” And I think in Eles
heart there was a great Hallelujah! And he must have said, “This has W
good day. It 48 all done, and my master is to have a bride. d
) I have married a good many people, and 1 would like, really, to be!
mitted, may I reverently say, to be God’s instrument in the betrothal ot 8l
to the Lord Jesus Christ. You know what we say; first, to the man®
thou have this woman to be thy wedded wite, to live togetheu‘ after 8
ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony?” And the sanmie question is mW
the woman, and when each has answered, “I will,” they are marrled ,
But let us come to the higher and holler things, and u I mls‘ht revel:
say to Him, “Wilt Thou have this poor sinner to er Wt
wash this soul in Thy precious blood? Wili Thou clothe im with’ the‘
of Thy righteousness? Wilt Thou recelve him
mansions? Wilt Thou have this soul to be Thine for ever?" What would
lord’s answer be?! I think He would ‘spread abroad Hllf hanqo.
“What mean these wounds ip My hands? or this wound in My side? d'
wounds in My feet? What Is the meaning of those wounds about My ¥ '
Do they not all declare that I am willing, that 1 died for thfs very t'blnsc
Yes, on that side, it s done. Now the question fs, “Will ydu have Jesus
to be your Saviour, your ‘Lord, the Bridegfoom of your eoul?® It witﬁ
heart you say, “I will” to Him, then you aré¢ His for ever. How ma?
of us, 1 wonder, who can say that to-night? I pray that lt‘,ne Lot wm
us every one, and lead us to a decision.

’
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THE WHOLE BIBLE 8.8. LESS8ON COURSE. !
2As Qutlined by The Fundamental Gommittee.

It has been decided that our Bible School shall use the Whele Bible 8.8.
Course instead of the International Lessons. We print this week the
lessons for October Z1st and 28th. The comments on these lessons following
wa are venturing to reprint from the ‘“Christian Life Missionary,” and are
written by Dr. W. iLeon Tucker. We venture to do this for this week without
even asking permission. But following this, the comments on the Sunday
School lesson will be written by the Editor of this paper, and will be published
a week in advance. Thus, the lesson appearing next week will be for mse

November 4th, .
LESSON Il October 21, 1823.
TRUE AND FALSE WORSHIP—Genesls 1V. '

‘We are now outside the Garden, and we look upon a world copdition as it
has been since then, till now and will be til! He comes. - -

In this chapter we behold the Two Sons and the Two Seeds. Three times
in this chapter “Adam knew his wife Eve” and she conceived (see 4:1, 2, 26).
The three sons are: Caln, which means “acquisition;” Abel, which means
stransitoriness,” and Seth, meaning “substitution.” -

This chapter may be divided in the fourfold simple manner:

1. THE SIN OF CAIN—Chap. 4:1-8.

Il. THE SENTENCE ON CAIN—Verses 9-16.

1IIl. THE SEED OF CAIN—Versges 17-24.

IV. THE SUBSTITUTE: SETH-—Verses 25, 26.

‘We shall develop these four in their order.

I. THE SIN OF CAIN—Verses 1-16. Cain’s sin was his own “Way" rather
than God’s way (see Jude 1:11), When Eve gave birth to Cain she doubtless
thought she had borne the Christ. She thought the promise of 8:16 'was ful-
filled. She cried: “I've gotten a man, even Jehovah.” Instead of Christ she

.sot an antichrist. Instead of Messlah she got a murderer.

Cain was a ground tiller. Abel wags a sheep herder. There was doubtléss
a time and place for offering revealed by Jehovah. Cain brought first-frufts of
the field instead of flock. He displaced the order and brought meal-offering
before burnt-offering

He wanted a Feast of Tabernacles before the Day of Atonement. He de-
tired blessing apart from Blood. ‘He gathered from the field instead of from
the flock. He followed his fallen parents in choosing “fig leaves” or from the

;. fleld, rather than from the flock. He sought the bloodless way. He Is the first
of a great company whose head is Satan. Satan is the first. That Satan in-
#bired Cain to his action and attitude, is settled by Scripture. 8ee I. John 3:12
11 those. who deny blood atonement are of the “Wicked One.”” Cain's sin was

. thi8: 1. He denied by this act, the moral distance betweon himself and God., 2.
e need and necessity of atonement to bridge the distance. 3. He rejected
the revealed will and Word of God and accepted the word and will of anotrer.

There wag “no difference” between Cain and Abel. (1) Both were sons of

’ parents. (2) Both were equally sinners. There was no difference be-

. ¥woen them 4n the fiesh, it was in the faith. So it Is to this day. Abel offered

%Y faith. He took iGod’s way (see Heb, 11:4; also 11:6).

; Abel the Shepherd was hated by his brother just as Christ the Shepherd
:ﬁd hated by His brethren. Cain slew Abel. Israel slew Christ. It was mur-

I S€F charged against them (see Acts 7:52). They got it from John 8:44. See

: L John 3:15; I Thess. 2:15; Acts 8:15. (Verse 7 reveals that even after

Cain’s sin, there was a sin-offering lying at the door. He was offered remission

- ¥en a9 Peter offered Israel remission at Pentecost.)

" Il. THE SENTENCE ON CAIN—Verges 9-16. (1) For killing his sheprerd
bruthor Cain hecame an outcast (see ves. 12, 14). So did Israel. (2) Cain be-

4 glne 8 wanderer over the face of the earth (see v8. 14). 8o did lsrael. (3)

: Wy, ‘became the object of universal hate (see vs. 14). 8o did Israel. (4) He

" Iy B & man bearing a mark of Divine displeasure (see vs. 15). This is true of
%! ag a nation. (5) Yet he was under the Divine protection (see vs. 15). 8o

Israel.

'.'g.' 's murder of Abel takes on great significance and there is a reason

" the prominence given unto it in the Bible.

" 'lte'-'tl' THE SEED OF CAIN—Verses 17-24. At Genesis 4:1 “Adam knew his

=" Now at 4:17 “Cain knew his wife.” '

9

‘

IR TS s v )

- e

T R

E
]
)
3




. e e ———-

The posterity of Caih bufit cities, and civilization. “He mamed a city aft
his son Enoch (uote the Endch of 5:21). ‘Fhe pames o bis Shildren and the
childrem Teveal not a Mitle. -Enoch—“Teaching or Injtiation.” {rad-—*city
witngss.” Lamech—“powerinl” Jabal—“flowing.” = Jubal—"joyful goum
TubskCain—"flowing from Cain.” .Naamah—*pleasant.” .

: - Here we find, cities and clvilization, arts and agricuiture, farms and forg
wusic and merry-making, polygamy and pleasure.

- . Lamech’s Song to the Sword (see vse. 23, 24), Is open deflance. He-calls
two: wives as Adam to one (see Gen. 3:17). He sings the song of murder
vengeance. “Vengeance is mine, not the Lord’s,” says Lamech. “I can kil
is his slogan. This Is the line of Cain. Compare the Seventh from Adam
the Cain Line with the Seventh from Adam in the Seth Line. One pang of peo
gamy (see 4:23, 24), the other “walked with God” (gsee 5:24). One went o
into civilization, the other went up in translation. .

IV. THE SUBSTITUTE:. SETH—Verses 25, 26. The meaning of Seth
Substitute. There must be a substitute; this 4s the Divine w, Seth is t
“Substitute.” He Is “appointed” In the stead of Abel. The Divine choice
apon him. From him the Messish or promised seed must come into the wor
Terael killed the Shephend sent to the flock, but God raised Him from the de:
Cain kills the Shepherd Abel, but God raises up another In his stead. (The
fs no defeat for the Divine purpose). Notice: The postierity of Cain com
under the “generations of the heavens and earth” (Gen. 2:4), and not und
the book of the generations of Adam (see 5:1). The posterity of Seth co
mences with the generations of Adam (see §:1). The two accounts are d
tinct and deal with different subjeets. Genesis 5 leaves out everything prior
Seth as if there had been nothing. There were one hundred thirty years hefo
Seth was born and substituted for Abel.

. The genealogical river is again seen on its way to the sea. The Line
the Lord is again evident.

Many think, and we are constrained to believe, that, the phrase, “Men t
gan to call upon the name of the Lord” does not refer to Divine worship, baut!
the profanation of the name of the Lord. Many ancifent commentators say tb
in deflance to God, men began to “call on the name of their pods” Enoch,4
seventh from Adam, prophesied against this "ungodliness” (see Juda 1:14, 1§
There were many “hard speeches.”

The substitution of ‘Seth brought out this Satanic opposition. Enoch W
raised up to prophesy against it. Ponder these things.

LESSON IV. October 28, 1%
‘ THE SECOND PERIOD: ;
NOAH TO ABRAHAM.

The First Division of Genesis we shall entitle: From the Creation to t
Corruption of the World—Chaps. 14. The Second Divislon we shall nanm
From the Deluge to the Deflance at Babel—Chaps. 7-11. We now consider
second division. Chapters VI.—XI. may be divided in the following manner
fix it in the student’s mind: :

1. THE CORRUPTION AND CONDEMNATION OF THE WORLI
Chap. 6. .

Il. THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FLOOD—Chap. 7.

11l. THE CONCLUSION OF THE FLOOD—Chap. 8.

IV. THE COVENANT AFTER THE FLOOD—Chap. 9.

! V. THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE NATIONS—Chap. 10.
i VI. THE CONFOUNDING OF THE TONGUES—Chap. 11:1.9.

Vil. THE CHOICE OF THE HEBREW RACE—Chap. 11:10-82.

These divistons will help the gtudent to take quick hold upon a lesson !
.ering such an oxtent. We shall make a ranid survey of each divisfon.
“+ L 'THE CORRUPTION AND CONDEMNATION OF THE WORL
Chap. 6. Corruption, vas, 1-8. Condemnation, ves. 9416, There are two caued
‘Fallen argels, 2. Fallen Adam. Angels carried off in a former rebelllod
Satan and Adam drawn .into the rebellion at chapter 3. There is not only
ruption here, but a demon outbreak of eruption. Jude 6, declares the
angels. This fall is given as having taken place “in the days of N
Peter 8:20; see II. Peter 2:7). It may have been a prior fall caused
tastrophe to the “world that then was.” For this sin they are reserv
judgment (see IL Peter 2:4) and are In prison (see 1. Peter 3:19).

See how Christ characterizes “the days of Noah” (see Matt. 24:37-39)
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iert  the ark: %’" ‘cdfidetined the world :(see Heb. 11:7)..- (Wher one ae-
st it '1s ;éond8 xis‘the'Fworld as a place that 15 -unsate.) "Co:
£ “Viol cd)/ d f@wieséribes. Noah's family was free fromt ike

oo Sin’ lcl’ing he ‘efirth. - “Péttact tn his genemtlons" may ‘meen, free

m a sin-aﬂegﬂﬂg “prbersation.” - I
proportions of th E? rk, vas. 16, 16 The mige to Noah v88. 18—22.
u THE COMMENGEMENT ‘OF THE FL hap. 7. Forty days of

‘One byndred and fitty-days of inundation! .(All of the flopd dates are

except one, 8:5.): The oocupants ot the ark were two of all ‘fiesh and
" Flmlly ‘with a total of Helght: souls” (L Peter 3:20).

What a famdiiy! All nations :are in the loins of the three sons of th.'
pter 10 will reveal this. . What a tog when the ark put to the sea of waters)

Jatch Ham, 8hem, and Japhethl See 6:32; 6:10; 7:18; 9:25-27; 10:1, 88. -
- In Shem is the Sawviour after the. flesh. Alao the Jewligh rdee and th.e
priptures! (See Rom. 1:8 and 3:1).

The 7th chapter of Genesis may be symmed up as follows: . . s

1. The Occupation of the Ark.

2 The Preservation of Life. :

- 8 The Iinundatign of the Earth. f

., IN. THE GONCLUSION OF THE FLOOD—Chap. 8. This chapter ls r
ped rich in its contents. That the student may see the successive steps int
hapter and for sake of brevity we outline as follows: (1) The Remgmbrance of
ad, v8. L. (2) The Restraint upon the Rain, ve. 2. (8) The Return of.
ators, vs. 8. (4, The Resting of the Ark, vs. 4. (5) The Ravpn 8ent quth A7

, (8) The Return of tre Dove. vas. 9, 10. (7) The Return of the Dove the Seo
ad Time, vss. 10, 11. (8) Remaining of the Dove, vs. 12. (9) The Removlng
f the Ark’s Covering, vs. 13. (10) The Renewed Earth, vas 15-19. (11) The

l‘qung of the Altar, ves. 20, 2L (12) The Recurring Seasons, vss. 21, 22. (Eight -

are named in four pairs, ve. 22).
" IV. ?nHE COVENANT AFTER THE FLOOD—Chap. 9. in this chapter we
t (1) The command to Replenish, va. 1. Meaning “fitl” as 6:11. (2) Thp
lttal of Power, vés. 2, 3. Dominton a.sain vested as at 1:24, 26. (3) A
e Concerning Nourishment, ves. 3, 4. The foundation of etonement ip
“TAfe for Mfp.” (4) A Change Concerning Punishment, vas. §, 6. “| re-
Ure the life of man.” (The Oross ie in view.) (5) The Covenant with Noah
M His Bons, ves. 8.16. “My covenant,” occurs three tlmes. See ves. 9, 11, 1§
.0atands to me, you and every Mving creature (see ve. 16). 1t Is an “everiast-
coventant.” This expression occurs thirteen times in the .Old Teatnmen,t
once fn the New Testament. Total fourteen (see Gen. 9:16; 17:13, 19;
. 34:8; I Bam. 33:6; I Chron. 16:17; Ps. 105:10; Is. 24:5; 65:3; 61:8; Jer.
340; -Foek. 16:60; 37:26; Heb. 13:30). The bow is not phenomenon bt
Ren of fafthfulness (6) Canaan’'s Son, vss. 19:24. (7) The Cursing of Canaan,
dn these three verses the history of all nations is forecast. The
e divigions of the rece are in the prophecy.
4. V. THE GLASSIF!CATION OF THE NATIONS—Chap. 10. Japheth ,was
Bt (de0 I Chron. 1:6; Gen. 10:31). Ham was eecond son (see 9:24). Shem
Japheth—“Enlatgement.” Ham—“Heat, Black.” Shem— ‘Name
¥ l. OwWn.” The divislons are plainly evident:
: Tho 80m of Japheth—16.
b The Sons of Ham—6-20.
; The 8o
AL the

ng of Shem—21-32. ‘
clope of each pection we read of the fourfold divisiop: ‘“families,

 dations classified (see 10:82). Al peoples that dwell on the earth are
"‘fnltlc, Japhethic or . §amitic.

eoTHE CONFOUNDING OF THE TONGUES—Chap. 11:14. Tongues
p Momad here i judgment.. Given in grace (see iAts 2) and ualted In

B OWe. the Divine reason. The “Most High divided the nations their
o8 He “separated the sons of Adam.” This {3 where He doas:
&nd “aeparating.” Notice Geneals 11:9. There wee a ecatbering &
Book of Acts at 8:1. See the result: 1. The conversion of the

L : Cholee of the Semitlc Race. ‘Wih the generations of Shem at 11:10,
® N 10 the main purpose of the Book to fasten our eyes upan Messianic
11

% fands, natlons,” vsa. 5, 20, 31. After the division under these three song:
7:9). The jtdgwent resuited in a scatteration. Deuteron: o?;y )

' 16, °%€ Acts 8:26). Saul of Shem (see Acts 9). Cornekius of Japheth (6ge
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development. With the generationsg of Tersh the centre person
we gre introduced to Abram (see 11:27) and then Saral. Witd
Canasn frotm the Ur of the Chaldeos. - Abraham ‘Wil b the prominsut
before ua for 4 season. God will select and elect.a nation of s owp

for His own purpose.” With what joyful anticipation our studies will pr

% - e A e g TULINERL T
... - «WHEREOF.WE ARE GLAD? -.7"25%"

Every day britigs Jarvis Street increasing.reasobs for blessing God.
tember 23rd, twenfy-one came forward in response to the invitation
eyvening service; October 7th, .twenty-six responded to the - invitation
October 14th, thirty-four. Last Sunday fourteen were baptized at the ¢
service, and three were baptized at the Branch; and at the Communion
following forty-eight names were on the list, ‘forty-one of whom receiv
hand of fellowship. This coming Sunday, October 215t, somewhere from
teen to twenty, we expect, will be baptized. ‘Thus the Lord is.blessing u.
time to time, and we give God the praise. .

OUR NEW BIBLE SCHOOL.: .. .

. Last Sunday morning was really the first teeting of the- School und
new organization. The School met at this hour the Sunday before, and te
were assigned their classes: many of them had for their classes only a
names. - The intervening week the teachers were busily employed visiting
¥rospeotxve scholars. Sunday morning at the ¢time when people would be }

or School, it was raining heavily, y'otwithstandig, there  were 410 pres
the School. “This was a great beginning, for the entire School remained tl
the morning service; and we had fhe first opportunity of observing in
Street the possibilities of building the School into the Church, and the (
into the School, and making the Biblg School in fact the teaching depa
of the Church. It was a great sight to see that band of about 150 teache:
‘officers lined up across the front of the church and down either side for
dedicatory service.

- In this connection, the Pastor desires to express his great appreciat
the wonderfui work accomplished by eur brethren, the Rev. Louis and Pro
James Entzminger. Their gracious personalities; their emphasis upon the
central verities of the faith; their strong insistence upon the necessity of o
the work of bringing souls to Christ the central and dominating purpose
church’s ministry; their plain, common-sense, practical methods; the tho
ness of all their work—and all this o manifestly accompanied by the demc
tion of the Spirit and of power, have commended them to the entire
Street Church as brethren beloved, and as wotkmen needing not to be ash
but evidently called to this great ministry by the Spirit of God for jus
a time as this. ’

In some years of pastoral experience it has been the Pastor’s privile
pleasure to be associated with not a few of the outstanding Baptist pr(
and leaders of the world; and yet it is his firm conviction that of them
has never received assistance from any which was fuller of promise, of
lasting spiritual results, than that which has been rendered the J
Church by these dear brethren who are still with ns. We believe pro
that their visit and work will be felt in Jarvis Street through alf the y
come, and will in the near future multiply her usefulness thirty, sixty
hundred fold. S .

Although it is too soon for us to be able exactly to measure the m
effect upon our church life of the new principle of Bible School orga!
we are persuaded that it will be of such value to Jarvis Street that 1
never be able o pay these brethren the debt we owe. ~

Dorcas Society, Thuraday, Oct 25th.—The first meeting of the Dorcas
for this season will be held on Thursday, Oct. 25th, at 2 pm. A very
invitation is extended to all the ladies of the church and congregation, €
new members, to come early and assist in this missionary ministry by
or making garments for our missionaries’ boxes. Donations of clothing
repair, or garments that could be re-modelled for local use, will be m&
fully received. Supper will be servied at 6.30, to which the gentlemen af
people will receive a hearty welcome. A collection is taken at the table !
expenses, and any surplus is used in the purchase of material. - .
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