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"Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; hut we are 
made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences." 
-II Corinthians 5: 11. . 

T
HIS chapter opens with a triumphant declaration of the certainty of faith. 
The Ap'Ostle Paul was not a purveyor of doubt. There were some things 
he did not 'know; he acknowledged that he knew some things only "in 

part." But there ·were some things of which he was absolutely sure, ,because 
they had been revealed to him by :Qod,as he declares in the opening verse of 
this chapter: "For we ,know that if our .earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissoJ.V'ed, we have a building o·f :Qod, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens." The A,postle Paul was not in any sense a pessimi!)t. Never did he 
sound a gloomy note in his ministry. He did, however, always face the facts of 
life, and ,bring them into the light of dIvine revelation. And here he throws 
wide the windows of the soul, and ·gives Us a view of the glowing prospect of 
faith. !l.f the WlOrst hap.pens-or what we call the 'worst, and "our' earthly house 
of this tabernacle is dissolved, we 'have a ,bU'i,lding of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal .in the heavens." He views all the eI-ements of human life, 
and recognizes that life is 'sometimes difficult and hard. Yet he declares that 
he has h'ad such a view of God that he has learned that, so far as the 'believer 
is concerned, "all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving 'of many redound to the glory of "God." He then speaks 
of that with whIch we are all familiar, if not 'by oactual experience, by observation­
the afflictions of life. What are we to say in the face of these things? Many 
a Hme I have been ,called to a 'home where some deadly disease has fastened 
its fangs and where the shad'Ow of death already threatened an eclipse. And 



someone has enquired: "What is your expla.nation of this? Why should these things 
caine?" We cannot answer it of ourselves; ·but P.aul says, "Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, wOl'keth for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weIght of glory." Was that a bit of social service? Was that a us·eful message 
t'O an afflicted soul? I think it was. It is "but for a moment"-it will soon pas·s; 
and it "worlreth for us a far more exceediD'g and eternal weig.ht ()f g.lory," up'on 
what condition? He does not say that such afflictions work a weight of glory 
always 'and 'for everybody; 'but he says they may, and they will if "we look not 
at things which -are seen, ,but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
whIch are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternaL" 
Then follows the ehapter of our text: "F1or we lenow that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have ·a ·building of Go·d, an house not made 
with hands, ·eternal i,n the heavens. ·For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to 
be clothed upon with 'Our house which is !from heaven: if so be that being 
clothed we shall not be found naked." He then .pl'oceeds to say, ;when the win­
dow has 'been opened and he has caught a 'glimpse of the IEternal City and the 
glory that is awaiting the s·aved and redeemed soul, that as for himself, he would 
choose "rather to :be absent from the body, and to be present with 'the Lord." 
He considers the possibility of the dissolution of this tabernacle and the separa· 
tion of the soul from the body; and he says that :from the point Qf view o.f faith 
when what men 'call the very worst takes place that moment the very beat comes 
to the believer! Thus faith converts the d.arkness linto light, ·for "to be absent 
from the body, is to .be .present ·with the -Lord." :A.~d when he has taken that 
view, ·he says, "Now, lam gOing to give you the motive of my ministry. Where­
fore we la·bour-we make it our aim; weare always ambitious; we est'llem It 
the highest !possible honour-that, whether present or a·bsent-whether here or 
there-to be well-pleasing unto him. That is my business," he says. And then 
he tells us why he is so anxi-ous "to be well-pleasing unto him." "For we must 
all appear ·before the judgment seat of Chl'ist; that everyone may receive 
the things done in his body, accoroing to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or .bad." And so this .preacher 'had the judgment seat of Christ in full view, 
and because of that he said he was supremely ambItious to be well-plea'sing to 
his Lord. And then he continues in the words of our text: "Knowing therefore 
the terror of the 'Lord,-because the veil has been drawn, because God has given 
us a view ·of the ofuture,-we persuade men; -but we are made manifest unto 
God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences." 

I. Thus I come to this o'bservation, that this Apostolic ministry WAS ·INSPIRED 
BY A 'CLEAR KNOWLEDGE OF "THE TERROR OF THE 'LoRD," wha~ever that was. iNa one 
will dispute the intellectual .pre-eminence of this man (Paul. No one will ques­
tion that he was the :peer of the greatest of his day. And yet he said ·that he 
was so conscious of "the terror of the -Lord," the fear ()f the iLord, the presence, 
the tremendous reality of ·God, and a sense of his own and every man's responsi­
bility to God, that it carried him forward and insplired his every utterance. He 
said, ''With that ·before me, I .persuade men." Now let us look at that and see 
just what Paul meant by "the terror of the [Jord." You have it in the context. 
He meant "the judgment seat of ·Christ" for himself. He lived with "the 
judgment seat of Christ" in view for himsel-f. For every believer will stand before 
"the judgment seat of Ghrist." Our sin ihas been judged already; our sin has been 
laid upon the great Sin-Bearer, "in whom we have redemption thl'oug'h 'his blood, 
the . .forgiveness of sins." Notwithstanding there will be a jud'gment seat before 
w~ich all believers will ·appear to receive at the hand of the -Lord the reward 
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of their service. Elsewhere this same Apostle declared there was but one 
foundation upon which any man might build, but he w{)uld be wise to be careful 
how 'he built even upon that sure foundation: ''Now if any man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, !precious stones, wood, hay, stu.bble; every man's 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed ,by fire; and the fire shall try every man's -work of 'what sort it is. If 
any man's work abide which he :hath ,built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
I,f any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; 'but he himself shall 'be 
saved; yet so as by fire." The Apostle Paul did not work 'for salvati-on: that 
was God's 'free 'gift. But over and above that, he w{)uId be a f.aithful steward 
of the manifold grace of God. And he said, "With t'hat judgm~nt seat before 
me, with the fear of the Dord-(n'ot the fear that he would be utterly and finally 
ashamed, but the fear lest he should miss his high calling, lest he should fail 
in the realization of that f{)r which he was a'Pprehended of Christ, lest he should 
miss the goal and the race, ,and fail to receive the crown of righteousness, -which 
the 'Lord, the righteous judge, shall give at that day to all who love his Blppearing) 
-I live for the future; I live for the day when the Lord will open His books; 
I live for the day when I shall stand before the judgment seat of Ghrist.'" 'And 
he said, ''With that always in view, I preach, I write, !J ,persuade men; that is 
my business." 0 my 'brethren, and you Christian workers!' It seems to me we 
need to get back to that great trut'h. Blessed be God! ,We are washed in the 
blood; we are saved by His 'gr.ace; but let us for ever put 'beneath our feet every 
consideration of worldly 'Preferment, and let us say, "It Is a very small thing 
that I should be jud'ged of you, or of man's judgment." ::Let us live, as this 
preachep did: for that great day when the heavens shall be rolled aside as a 
scroll, and when He the Judge of all snaIl appear to reward His servants. 

But more than that, he had in view "the terror of the iLor,d" in respect to 
hi,~ hearers. He knew that he was preaching to men and to women who "had no 
hiding place in Christ, whose sins were not washed 'by the bI'ood, who had no 
'Part 'Or lot in this 'great gift of redemption. And knowing the future that 
awaited them, knowing the reality of the judgment seat not only for beli-evers 
but a judgment seat and a judgment ,day "when God shall judge .the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ according to my 'gospel," 'Paul said. "We :persuade men." 
Let me remind you. my friends, that there"is ,a day coming when "God s'hall 
jud'ge the secrets of men." There is a day coming when -we shall all have to 
/?ive 'an account of the deeds done in the body, when we shall have to stand 
before Goda-nd be jud,ged ,for what we really are. 'Surely, anyone who looks 
"hroad uoon the world to·day. anyone who reads his newspaper, must feei that 
there Is a deep, there is a profound necessity. based on the very nature of things. 
th2t there should be a day when God will judge the secrets of men. It seems 
to me. at least. one could n'ot b,elieve in the moral government of the universe 
if it were not revea.led >in t.his Book that there will be a day when God shall 
summon the great and the small. thp. rlr.h and the poor. the learned' and the 
nnlp.arned-all men, to stand before His judgment seat. Yes: that is the reve. 
lation of God. 

W'hat wa.s involved in that jud"~ment seat? He 'knew It would 'be a ;ud,ame~t 
n.cr:ord.;1/'(J to kn01lJleda(l. It wonld be II, day 'of judgment when no man could hide 
thp. truth, ' It would be a jnd!!'rnent whe'l He. Who~e eyes are as a flaming fire, 
and from Whom no secrets are ,hid. would sit unon the jud'gInent seat and dis. 
"ern the thonghts and intents 'of the heart. and bring'every man to account. 
"Our God is a consuming fire"; and that truth needs to be proclaimed again 
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and again. A certain lawyer in this city, not a member of this church or of any 
Baptist church, wrote me recently a little article which I thinIt I will print in 
the Witness one of these days, an article on the necessity of laying emphasis 
upon this great truth, in view 'O'f the fact that God's judgments are abroad. We 
,have had war; we have had ,pe'stilence; we have had earthquake; we have had 
every kind of horror multiplied during these last fe:w years; but "because seI)­
tence a'gainst an .evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to d'O evil." How strangely calloused men 
become! A :few years ago when the Titanic went down, it seemed as though the 
whole world shuddered, everybody talked about it. !A. few months later the 
Empress of 'Ireland went down in the St. Lawrence Gulf-and that was another 
horror. Since that day we have grown accustomed-during the war-to read 
of the death of tens of thou-sands, hundreds of thousands, and even of millions 
of men. 'Following upon that came the 'great pestilence, and in six months the 
'Flu swept off the 'face of the earth more :human lives than were taken by the 
great war in four and a half years. And yet men will not listen to th'E! judgments 
of God. But the day will come, my friend, when God wHl judge accor,ding to 
knowledge. He is a God of knowled,ge, 'by Whom actions will be weighed. There 
will ,be witnes~es·: th.ere will be evidence submitted; "every mouth will be 
stopped, and all the, world will ,become 'guUty ,before God." But whatever the 
witnesses may say, whatever evidence is submitted, the Judge Himself will be the 
supreme Witness; for He knows your life and mine. Ah, yes! that day is com­
\ 

ing, and Paul knew it was coming, therefore he said, "Knowing ·therefore the 
terror of the ;Lord, we persuade men." Yes, according to knowledge, and 
according to truth-according to the facta of the case, God will judge; and He 
will jud'ge without respect of person's. "And the kin'gs 'Of the earth,' and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every free man . '.' shall say to the mounta;ins and rocks, 
Fall on us, and 'hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the Throne, and 
from the wrath of the 'Lamb." Ah, my dear :friend, God will judge according 
t'o truth, and He will judge us for what we are, irrespective of 'our ,pedIgree, 
irrespective of our social position, irrespective of whatever wealth we may have 
acquired: "They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the .multl­
tude of their riches; none of theIl! can by any means Tedeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him; ·for the redemption of their soul is .precious, and 
it ceaseth forever." 

And very especially He will judge us according to the things done in the 
body, That is to say, it will be a Tecord of the life lived upon earth' DY which 
we shall ,be judged-not a life of the :future, ,but a, life that is lived here. The 
record 'of to-day, and of your yesterdays, and the record of to-morrow, that will 
be written down, and by that we sh·all 'be judged. We shall be judged for one 
sin-No! I must change the .pronoun.Blessed ,be God! Some of us know we 
shall never ,be judged for that. "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he ~s .able to keep that which I hav.e committed unto 'him against that day." 
But those who have received not the Lord Jesus, will be jud'ged primarily for 
their rejectiQn of Ghrist Himself. That is the all-comprehending sin-the sin 
of unbelief. And t·he Jud'ge will be the very One W'hom we 'have rejected. There 
is a phrase, I quoted it a moment ago, that to me is unspeakably terrible: "Hide 
lIs from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and FROM THE WRATH OF THE 

LAMB." When lDivin'E! Grl!-ce sits in judgment upon unbelief, when He ~n Whom 
"dwelJeth .11.11 the fulness of the Godhead ,bodily," takes the judgment seat; when 
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He W,ho was and is the 'incarnation of all the ~wers 'Of Deity harmoniously 
workin-g for the redemption of lost men; when the Intercessor becomes the 
Accuser, and when men having r.ejected that last act of sovereign Mercy, Mercy 
com,bines with Justice to unsheath the sword and go forth to judgment,-O men 
and women, "THE WRATH OF THE ·LAMB" is the thing the iIDJpenitent sinner has 
to fear! The most terri.ble thing in all th.e universe was revealed to the Apostle 
Paul when he said, "·Knowing therefore the terror of the 'Lord,-the wrath of the 
Lam·b-- . . I pray you ·in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." That was his 
message. 

U. Thus inspired, HIS iMINISTBY WAS A PERSUASIVE ONE. "We persuade' 
men." How careful this apostle was; how patient; how persistent; how Ihe 
disputed ·in the synagogues; how he listened to all their objections; how Ihe 
reasoned with them ·concerning the things ·of God! lIn the full clear view of 
what God i.s in Christ, he said, "I will spend my Hfe p,ersuading men." 

And in his persuasive speech there was the urgency 01 conviction. He had 
no doubt a;bout it whatever. He was so sure that ·he came to his hear.ers, and 
to thos~ who read his epistles as one speaking with authority. My ,brethren 
and sisters, I know that dou·bt and unbelie.f prevail; th.ey always ,have done, 
they always wHl. "This vile WTOrld is not a friend to ·grace to help us on to 
God." Some things ,have been hidden from the wise and(Yrudent and revealed 
unto babe~. ,SQme of us ,can ,humbly say t1),at we are sure our sins have been 
judged at the cross. Your sins will 'be judged in yourself if you turn away 'from 
Jesus. Christ· the 'Lord. And I 'beg humbly to come to you this evening with that 
urgency of conviction. I am surer of it than I aom of anything Ilhat I could 
touch, or taste, or handle. I am sure of the truth of this Book: it is the Word 
. of God Who cannot lie. At the :peril of your soul you disregard its warning, 
and ·1 oome to persuade you to ,be reconciled to God . 

. There was in it, too, the urgency of a great compasSion. T·hose who have 
been at the Cross can never ,be untender with sinful men. We have been for­
given so much; and if we are saved at all, only 'grace has made us to differ. 
Paul never forgot that. He never ceased to wonder that God in His ·infinite 
mercy should have arrested him on t·he Damascus road and turned his face to 
the Lamb. of God. Oh, the wonder of it! How compassionate we ought to ·be! I 
am 'glad a great army of you ;h.·ave Ibeen out this afternoon on. this one business, 
to prepare the ·way, to find access to· the hearts of men and women, in order 
to persullide them, with a great compassion for their souls ,to 'be reconciled to 
God. 

Then there was the urgency that was born 01 a 'knowleage 01 man's aeter­
mined opposition to God. There is nothing so hard as to 'Persuade men to be 
reconciled to ·God. "The carnal mind is enmity against God: ,for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be." And as I come to you t·his evening, 
with a message of the ·gospel, I ·know that human nature is biasE)d ag·ainst it. 
Therefore we need to persuade men to come to Christ. 

Furthermore, there was in that persuasive speech of his a 'knowledge of the 
awful consequences 01 the rejection 01 Ghrist, and 01 .the infinite wealth to come 
Irom His acceptance. Let me say this to you men and women 'who are Chris­
tians. I thin.k we need to pray more and more that God would soften our hearts, 
and that He would impress us with the reality, witoh the absolute truthfulness of 
'His Word. If you and I believed what is written here; if we could know in 
the sense in wMch the Apostle Paul knew; i·f we could know "the terror of the 
Lord,'" we should ·notbe idle. 0 .father and m'Other, If you believed your Bible 
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as you say you do; if you really believed it; i,f it were the deepest conviction 
of your 'soul that the Word is true, and that God 'is no respector of 'persons, and 
that even your children are subject to "the terror of the ·Lord"-if you knew 
that, if it could -lay hold u.pon you, it would ,become the chief ·business of life to 
get those people Y'ou love to come to Christ. Paul realized it to su'ch an extent 
that he said; "I could w·ish that myself were accursed ·from Christ for my 
brethren, my ·kinsmen according to the flesh." And surely, to put it on the lowest 
plane, there is enough to lend ~robability to this truth of 'Scrtpturll.. Who is 
managing this world do you think? Who sits upon the Throne? ·1 hope you 
are not an evolutionist. I hope' you do not 'believe that 'behind it all there is 
but a blind Im,personaI force. No! Behind it all is God! W,hy does He 
permit what comes to ,pass? "Jesus spake unto the multitude in parables; and 
without a parable spllike he n'Ot unto them." I am not sure that that found its 
one and only 1lulifilment in the earthly m,inistry of our Lord. May it not be that 
in the ·great convulsions of nature, in the great acts of divine providence, that 
God is spea:king to us in parables to·day, and telling us something I()f the terror 
of the ,Lord. But I love to remember that the ,Bible closes with a .picture of 
the ,City; and it was that which inspired Paul to say so much about the golden 
City; "a city which hath foundations"; "an h'Ouse not made with hands, eternal 
in the ·heavens." Ht:,.;seemed to say always to his hearers, "I do not want you 
to mi-ss it. 'When the tabernacle is dissolved, and the shadows faIl, and the long 
night dro,ps down, you must cross the river and 'go 'Out wh~ther you will or no. 
I want you to ·know that you have an :house not made wibh han,ds, eternal in 
the heavens; and because ·of that, I persuade you." I wish I could make you 
rich. I know you would li'ke to have somebody tell you that somebody 'had left 
you a million dollars or so, w()uldn't you? Yes. Well, what else would you Uke? 
Wouldn't you like to tell somebody else the same story? If such a message 
were committed to your 'hands to·night, and )"Ou ·knew tha:t across the city some­
body 'had fallen heir toa great ,fortune, and you were made truste,e of that piece 
of good news, if you were entrusted to tell that message, would you ~o home 
and say, "0 well, to-morrow will be time e"lough"? I know per-fectly well you 
could ,not sleep until y.ou ,had told it. You would 'hasten to the door, and you 
would knock, and you would wait, and then. )"Ou would eagerly tell your story 
for the sheer joy of seeIng somebody receive a fortune, wouldn't you? Of 
course you would. And some of you have ·been out this afternoon and have had 
a little of that j.oy. You had real joy in telling to all around what a dear 
Saviour you have found. And !Paul never ceased to glory in the message of 
salvatioon which ·brought such joy to him. 

"But we are made manifest unto' God"; He sa:id, "In the exercise of this 
ministry, my ,Master sees my heart; and as I ,preach, and as I write, the 
thoughts and intents of my heart are all manIfest to Him. I am living and 
witnessing as under the very eye of iGod; and I am happy to know that my 
Master ,knows all there is to know about me." 

"And 1- trust also are made manifest in your consciences." "You may 
not like our speech; you may say that you would' rather not hear 
a,bout 'the terror of the Lord'; we may not be very popular with you; but in 
your heart of hearts, and down in the depths of Y'our moral nature where conscience 
speaks for God, you know that this ,preacher is telling you the truth." That is 
what Paul meant. Don't you know it? You prefer to go where you won't hear 
the truth. You prefer to go where men will tell you that there is nothing the 
matter with your heart, and that you don't need a new one. 'You would choose 
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~o go where men will tell you that your mind is not enmity against God, but 
that it is a great improvement 'on the mind of earlier generations, that you ar~ 
just cliombing the staiTS, and that you will get to God by your own efforts by and 
by. Do you want me to tell you that if you stand up on your feet and ,play the 
man, you will march triumphantly th,ro~~h the ·gates into the City? But you 
know -it 1:s not true. You are a beaten man;. you are bound hand and foot ,bY, 
the enemy of souls; and you need a mighty Saviour, and you ·know it". "And I 
wust also are made mani'fest in Y'Our consciences." Go :home and thin·k about it. 
Rem.ember that every true preacher l·ives for that· judgment day, that every 
true preacher is content to wait the judgment of that day, cost what it will. 
The sincerity of 'his ministry will ;00 attested by every awakened conscience. 
You may go away from this .place to-night and say, "I do ·not Uke that preacher. 
He makes me uncomfortable all the week. After I have ·been there life is dif­
ferent somehow or another." You may go away and say-I hope you won't, but 
you may-you may go away and say, "I am never 'going to hear him again." I 
hope you won't. I ·hope you will come again. But even iof I knew you would 
never come a:gain, I would not change my message by one syllable. . I will tell 
you why. I wUl meet YDU, my hearer, at the judgment seat of Christ; and I 
will witness that ,by my lips you heard the truth once in your ·life if you never 
hear it again. Say what you will, if God ,by the 'Spirit will speak to-night, we 
s'hall be-manifest-in your consciences; and ere you sleep Y'ou will be compelled 
to say, "I do not Uke his ·tone. He was not as tender as he mi·ght have ,been"-he 
does not seem to be as tender as he desires to be, God is h'i~ witnes's; but you 
shaH not dare to say that in God's Name this ·preacher did p.'Ot tell you the truth. 

Now what are you going to do about it? What are you going to do with the 
mes~age of the gospel? Remember, -if this .is not true, then the wh'ole world is 
in darkness; we ,know nothing about the :~uture. If we ·know anything about the 
future, we know only what this Bible has revealed. Thanks ,be to God, many 
of us know it to be true! You have heard the gospel again and a·gain, but shall 
this be the night to decide? 

Then in the same ch8lpter Paul says, "Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be 
ye reconciled to God." "Beseech you": I was looking into that word, and do 
you know what it means? It is cognate with the word that describes the second 
Person of the Trinity as a Comforter. "We ;pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God." He is reconciled to ·you. .Christ died for you. Now He 
.begs you to ,be reconciled to Him, and by human lips He calls you to His side: 
"Come and stand with me, and take sides with 'God against the devil, against all 
the powers of darkness." Will you do it? How many will wh·o have nev~r done 
so until to-night? What man or woman here to-nIght wh~ hitherto has closed 
Ms or her heart a.gainst Christ will say this night, "I yield to Him." 

"Nay, but I yield, I yield; 
I can hold out no more: 

I sink by dying love compelled 
To own Thee Conqueror." 

NOTE:--'Twenty-one came forward in response to the Pastor's invitation, 
some of them f.or baptism and church membership, and others seeking salvation .. 
Many appeared. to .be soundly converted. 
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EDITORIAL 
CHURCH PRAYER-MEETINGS. 

,A .great many people have testified to blessings received at the prayer-meet­
ings !held in bhe church ,by which this 'Paper is <published; and not a few have 
inquired how it is possible to maintain five :prayer-meetings a week-tW'O on 
Sunday and three on week evenings-for a period of nearly three years. We 
write on this subject with some hesitation, lest any should suppose we speak 
as those who have attained. We would assure our readers that we write in no 
such spirit, but··simply with an earnest desire to share with others such bless­
ings as we have received. 

We added to the" regular ·weekly prayer-meeting two other meetings 
nearly three years ago. During that time we have passed through strange 
experiences, some of them being the !Lord's strange ways of answering our 
prayers. . I ", I -, ,"-:' 'i~l~ 

But we write now to ·answer the inquiry as to how it is done. In the first 
place, it must ·be reco'gnized that a ,prayer-meeting is for prayer. When :people 
come together to pray they should be a1Joowed to pray. I,r for a while silence 
should rei-gn, let it ,be remembered that Ood can hear the unuttered ,prayer 
and .Jet it be assumed that the people assembled are praying. Many 
a prayer-meeting is spoiled by the leader's impatience; and if there is a pause 
after somebody's ,prayer, it ·is too often assumed that something else must be 
done, and a hymn is announced or an address is given. S'omewhere we have 
read that when anthracite coal was ,first discovered, the discoverers were long in 
learning ,how to use it. They put it in the fire-grate and pOked it -incessantly, 
and it refused to burn. And when at last in despair they left the coal alone. 
theydiscovered in a little while an intensely hot fire. Thus some leaders put 
-out the fire at prayer-meeting .by too much poking. Why not be quiet until the 
wind of the Spirit fans the embers into a blaze? ,Silence should never be 
awkward where people ,have gathered together in the name of the Lord to p~ay. 

It is well, further, that someone should reco'gnize that IGod is .present and 
talk to Him. 

"We may not climb the !heavenly steeps, ; . 
To bring the lJord Christ down; 

In vain we search the lowest d'eeps, 
. For Him no depths ean drown: 

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present help is He: 

And faith has still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee." 

We have precisely the same reason for believing that God is present where 
two or three are gathered in His Name that we !have for believing we are 
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Christ's, nam,ely, God has ·promised. We should, therefore, quietly talk with 
Him, and His presence will manifest ibself in the midst of the people. 

We do well to bear in m~nd that there can ·be no true prayer apart from the 
ministTY of the Holy Spirit. Prayer is the ·breath of God in the soul: it is, In 
fact, the utterance of the Holy 'Ghost. And as we depend upon the ;precious 
blo'od to wash away our sins, so should we deliberately depend upon the grace 
of the Holy Spirit to enable us to pray. Mere wires stretched from pole to pole 
do not make a telephone. Unless the electric current passes through the wire 
conveying our speech, we shall not be heard at the other end. And so prayer 
without the Holy Spirit is an absolute impossibility. 

It may further be remarked that many a prayer-meeting is spoiled by a 
long and elaborate address'. Surely there should bea time and a place in the 
church's life for .prayer, as there is a place for preaching. The prayer-meeting 
is not a place for an extended address, however excellent it may be. We shall 
ll'ot .build up the prayer-meeting by tal-king about it. It will grow just as we 
allow the prayer-meeting to be what it is intended to ·be-a meeting ·for p·rayer. 
Let people :pray· until they have finis·hed, and then go home. If they have 
finished in twenty minutes, let the meeting ,be closed, and not stretch it out for 
an hour by substituting other things for prayer. As people learn, however, the 
luxury 'of prltyer, it will be found invariably that the time is all too short, that 
one: hour wi\l ,be extended to two, and then the half will not have been told. It 
should also be said that in the place of ,p·rayer there should be no resP!lct o·l 
persons. The chief attraction is the presence of the Lord; let Him be sp·oken 
to. The .prayer-meeting is sometimes spoiled by the presence of some important 
person. Because he is there, it Is assumed that he ·ought to be asked to speak, 
and that people may pray at another time when they have nothing eI-se to do. 
Thus the Lord is dishonoured. His people have come together to talk with Him; 
and because of the presence in the assembly of some one (}f His creatures who 
is supposed to be rather important, the people are -deprived of· an (}p.portunUy 
to talk to the Lord of Glory. It is well to make it a rule that the .prayer-meeting 
is ·devoted exclusively to prayer, and to permit nothing to inter.fere with that 
holy exercise. 

The ·blessings which fiow from such exercise are of inestima·ble value. 
What wonders might be ac;complished in all our churches if we could all agree 
to subordinate .everything else to the one 'business of waiting upon God in the 
spirit o·f .the ancient wrestler: "I will not let ·thee ·go except thou ·bless ·~e." 
Prayer is absolutely essential to the health of the body, and no amount of organiza­
tion will avail as a substitute. In the church ,from ;which this simple message goes, 
we count not ourselves to 'have apprehended; ,butbl.essln-gs innumerable and unde­
served ·have ·been showered upon us. We can give ·but one explanation of it all, which 
is, that we hav.e learned in some small measure to come empty-handed to the 
Throne of ,Grace and to recognize that what we ·need can be obtained from no 
other storehouse, and there·fore to wait until our <prayers are answered. If only 
we all would now resolve to shut ourselves up absolutely to God, to cry, "-My soul 
wait thou only upon Goo, ·for my e~pectatioIi. is from him"; and if thus all the 
churches of the Denomination would put .prayer .before :preaching, and before 
everything else, what miracles we should see, what wonders of r~deeming grace 
we should witness! May we hu,m·bly suggest to the !Pastors who read these 
words that the solution of all our church pro·blems is to ,be found before the 
Mercy-Seat. 
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"A LITTLE MEMBER." 

It is commonly said that words are cheap; whereas the truth is that 
nothing in the world is more costly. "·For in many things we offend all. If 
any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle 
the W'hole body." The tongue is the most difficult of all our members to control; 
and we are told "the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ... the tongue can 
no man tame; it· is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." There is not one of 
the.readers of the Witness who !has not proved these words to ·be true. Some­
times wrong is done by other members of the body; but the tongue is the guiltiest 
member of all. Made to be occupied with God's praises; desi·gned to be engaged 
In a mi.nistry ·o·f love; too often it is employed as a messenger of Satan. Ohris­
tian churches suffer much from the inconsistencies of conduct on the part of 
their members; but the 'principal damage to the cause of Christ is done by 
unsanctified tongues. The writer has for many years 'been a member of the 
Home Mission Board, and many a church trouble ihas come within the circle of 
his know~edge; and in the majority of instances such trouble may be traced to 
an· unruly tongue. It is extraordinary that many Rlp.par.ently good ,people, who 
would count it a crime to defraud another o·f a five-cent piece, or to in1Uct upon 
another the slightest ·bodily injury, yet seem to !have no com.punction whatever 
in robbing another of 'his reputation, .or in inflicting upon the sensitive spirit 
wounds which years cannot heal. 

But the W'orst of this habit is that it is usually done in the d·ark. Men 
privily slander their neighbour with their tongue. When the man whose charac­
ter is ·besmirched is not present, or the woman whose motives are im~unged 
knows nothing about it, an unkind word is spoken whloh sets on fire the whole 
course 'Of nature. The command "Thou shalt not ·bear false witness aainst thy 
neighbour" is just as much a part of the decalogue as "Thou shalt not kill", or 
"Thou shalt not' steal". The blessing of the Lord is prevented, and many a 
Christian life is stripped of its 'beauty and fruitfulness and power, by the per­
nicious ,habit of speaking evil of 'Other people. There is perhaps no instrument 
which the devil uses with more deadly effect than the human tongue; and who 
of us dares to assume that we are safe ~n this .particular? We need to ;pray 
constantly to ·be preserved from evil spea'king; and this may be only lIB our 
conversation is always with 'grace, seas'oned with salt. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
ALL TOGETHER! 

T·his article will be read ;by many ,Friday, Octo'ber 5th, ·and we would with 
all earnestness eX!hort everyone W'ho reads and who is within reach of J·arvis 
Street Church, to hear Rev. Louis .Entzminger 'Friday and Saturday.evenings; 
and especially to attend the prayer meetings these evenings, which will precede 
Mr. Entzminger's addresses. 

,Sunday will mark the beginning of our eX!periment with a morning Bible 
School. The Pastor desires once again to lay clearly before the membership of 
the church the ideal we have in view in plan.ning this school. 

The first effort will be to build every individual member of Jarvis .street 
Church into the school. 9.4'5 is not an early hour any other day 'Of t,he week. 
It will .be worth while to begin the day weI! by the study of God's Word. It 
will be o·f great value to the whole church for its membership thus to as'semble 
In classes where every member 'Of the church may thus be 'personally touched 
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every week; and we would urge every member to 'begin by coming to school 
Sunday morning at ilA5. 

In the next place we desire to enron in the 'school every member of every 
family represented in the school; thus it will :be <possi-ble for us to bring the 
unconverted members of the families under the influence of the Gospel week by 
week. We would, theref,ore, UI1ge every member to do his or 'her utmost t'o 
bring the entire family to school 'Sunday morning, October 7th. " 

Still :further, we hope to enlist many hund'reds of people who have- ex· 
,pressed a preference ,for J·arvis 'Street Ohurch, ,but who are not attending any 
Bible ·School. We are sure many of these will come; but we are anxious that 
in every class the!e should be pre~ent members of the church to form the class 
nucleus, and to welcome the strangers. 

Beyond that, the census h.as given us the names of hundreds, indeed thou­
sands, who have expressed no church preference at all. These, with the other 
classes named, will be visited again and again; and every effort will be made to 
bring them into the Bi'ble :SchOOl. For' this Wlork we sha'll hope to have the 
co-operation of the membership ·of the church. 

A'gain: an army of church members will have been appointed as teachers by 
the time this article is printed. We hope everyone of these will take their 
responsi'bilities in this matter'very seriously. Many .peo,pIe have failed to grow 
in the 'Christian life because no work has been ·assigned them; no burdens have 
been given them to bear. Our' Bible School will affor·d an o'pportunity for .every 
member .of the church to work; and we hope all will resp'ond to :Mr. Entzminger's 

"appeal; and that there will be no dearth of workers to carry out the plans 
whieh our brethren have formulated. 

Next Sunday, therefore, October 7th, we shall begin the great experiment. 
Many of the classes on that first Sunday will be small, -but the smallest will 
have a great Ust of names repr~senting material upon which that class must go 
to work. Other teacp,ers appointed to classes may find that ,first Sunday morning 
t.hat their class is almost altogether on paper, but they will have material before 
them upon which to work. .our appeal, therefore, is to the entire membershi<p 
of the church and 'congregation and to e~ery Christian who reads these words 
w'ho is able to assemble with us, to rally in great force" at 9.45', October 7th. The 
Pastor will hope to receive a night-letter reaching him ,Monday morning, which 
will describe Sunday, October 7th, as the day .of greatest 'blessing ever ex'peri­
enced in the history of Jarvis Street Ohurch. He will be all the 'happier if such 
a blessing comes during his absence. 

But what will follow? Next week Rev. J.oujlS :Entzminger will preach every 
night." His preaching win consist of great Evangelistic addresses; an'" it is 
hoped that all the teachers having before them these thousands 'of names on 
Sunday, will make every effort to secure the ·attendance of the prospective 
·scholars. Thus we &hould hope that the week beginning .october 7th may result 
in hundreds of conversions to God, so that by the time the Bible School meets 
Sunday morning, .october l'4th, when the Pastor expects to be home, we shall 
have an attendance of a thousand at least. What a -day that would be! 

There is one thing, however, which we must not·fail to keep clearly in view 
through it all, and that is that no real spiritual work can be d'One in the energy 
of the fiesh; we must have the power o·f the Holy Gh'ost; and He will come and 
exercise His power in answer to the ;prayer or' fait'h--or rather let us say in 
answer to the obedience of faith---for the Holy Ghost is given to them who obey 
Him. Let us therefore pray much, and obey i,mplicitly the .spirit of the iLord. 
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A FAITHFUL EVANGELIST. 

It has been the pleasure and privilege of .Iarvis Street Church to have at 
Its services occasionally the Rev. 'Frank ·Schmuck, w'ho is known as "the blind 
Evangelist." Brother Schmuck is a gifted man, and one wh'O impresses all who 
hear him as being "full of ·faith and of the Holy Ghost." 

Mr. Schmuck ha·s spoken a number of times in .Iarvist Street, and always 
with great acceptance. His addresses from -the .I·arvis 'Street platform in the 
open air were richly blessed of the Lord to a great many. 

This word is written. especially for the inliol'mation of the Pastors of 
churches where THE WITNESS ·goes. If any are considering Evangelistic services, 
and are somewhat perplexed where to turn for an Evangelistic preacher, ;we 
can most heartily recommend our dear Brother ·Schmuck. He loves the Gospel 
and .preaches it with ilower. Jie was greatly ,blessed of the Lord in Huntsville 
and -in many 'Other places. We should count the church fortunate who could 
secure his services. Brother ISchmuck is a fine Christian gentleman; and God 
has used his ,physical blindness, apparently, to 'give him a depth of spiritual 
experience which few seem to have ·had. 

Mrs. ,Schmuck, who always accompanies her husband, ably as'sists ,him in 
every way; and the influence of these two consecrated servants of God would 
be found abundantly fruitful in any church they might be called to serve. 

The ·Pastor 'Of Jarvis Street, with great 'heartiness, recommends these ser­
vants of God to all churches needing Evan·gelistic help: Brother Schmuck could 
be addressed:-c/o Jarvis 1St. Baptist Church, 130 Gerrard ,St. East, Toronto. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 

T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. tel. Randolph 0628. 
George Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson 0910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. M. 5670. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 George St. Tel. M. 3321. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 1139 St. Clair Avenue W. Tel. Ken. 0557. 
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave. Tel. Randolph 1268. 

Sunday. For the week beginning Sunday, Oct. 7th, 1923. 
9.45-Bible School. including an Intercessory Class. 

1l.00-Public Worship. Rev. Louis Entzminger will preach. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
6.30-Communion Service. 
7.00-Public Worship. Rev. Louis Entzminger . 

. Rev. Louis Entzminger will ·preach every evening at 8.15, preceded by 
,half an hour prayer service. 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. Evangelistic Service, 7.00-Rev. W. L. McKay. 
Wednesday-8 o'clock-Prayer Meeting. 
Friday-7.1S-Tunior Meeting: Mr. W. J. Hutchinson and Mr. F. Turney. 
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