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A Serm!Jn by the Pastor. 

JlIreached in Jarvis !Street Church, Toronto, Sunday morn.ing, Sept. 16th, 1923. 
(Stenographically reported) 

"And the king talked with Gehazi the servant 'of the man of God, saying, 
"Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done. 

"And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead 
body to life, that, behold; the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to 
the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, 0 king, this 
is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to Iife."-II Kings 8: 4-5. 

T
HIS was our text for last Sunday morning.' Two weeks ago we saw that 
it is our privilege to entertain the truth, to afford h'ospitality to the Wrord 
of the ILord. And we observed how the Shunammite miade a little chamber' 

on the waU, and 'Welcomed, the 'Pro.ph-et to her home. That sermon was in [·ast 
week's WITNESS. Last Sunday morning we' had another view 'O,f the Shunam
mite. War and fam.ine had intervened.. She had emigrated to Plhilistia, aud 
had spent seven years away from home, and then returned to her own land 
again, '\1\ond,ering, perhaps, just what ,position "the man of God" still held 
aDllong her people. And as she came to the king's house Gifhazi was in con
versation with the king, and the king was asking him about 'Elisha: "Tell me, 
I :pray thee,aH the great things that Elisha hath done." Gehazi endeavour,ed 
to respond to the king's request, and ,to tell him how he had restored a dead 
body to life; but while he was in the act 'Of describIng 1;!h.e mIracle, the Shunam
mite came in, and with her, her son. "And Gehazi said, My lord, 0 king, this 
is the woman, and this is her son, whom iElisha restored to Ufe." And very 
appropriately he stepped aside to aliow this great woman to tell some of the 
great things that Elisha had done. 

We shall carry 0\111' story ,forward, therefore, a little farther thIs morning; 
for you will remember that when Jesus began His ministry in the synagogue 
at Nazareth, He found the ,place where it was written, '\The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, 'because be hath anointed me to .preach the g06pel to the :p'Oor"-on 



that occasion He referred both to Elijah and Elisha as being types of Hi·mself. 
The story of their lives is a prefiguration of t:he record which God hath given 
us I()f His Son. 

I. ·First of all, we 51ha14 find this les·son in the text and in its surroundings~ 
THE PERENNIAL ATTRACTION OF MORAL AND SpmlTUAL REALITIES. There arc! 
some things of which we soon weary. There are some books which may be 
read only once. There are stories which will ,bear ·but one telling. But there 
are other things of which we may continue to spea.k with the assurance that 
!people will be interested in ,the message we ,bring. 

W·hen this womon returned to her own country, as we observed last 
Sunday morning, notwithstanding all the thrUling events of the war which 
had intervened; notwithstanding aU the .experiences of the seven years of 
famine; she discovered that from the king upon his th·rone to the humlblest 
of his subjects, there was not:hing so interested them as "The great th·fnga 
which Elisha has done." Not so very long ago it was predicted :that the gospel 
would lose its charm, that ,the Great War would ·blot out 8011 that had preceded 
it; and that for the rest IQf our lives we should talk of nothing else but the 
war. 'But the war was sC8lI'cely ended until the whole world wearied of talkfn'g 
of it. It rema.ins t1'11e to-day that there is nothing which wHI command thf:l 
interest IJ.f men and women like the story of the great things which our Elisha 
hath done. 

Now the miracles wrought by both Elij'ah and IElisha were much more 
than mere p'hy-sical wonders. Elijah restored the son of the widow of Zare
phath to liile; and when he had done so, ehe declared: "Now by this I know 
·that thou art a ·man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth." Through the physical miracle, she learned the moral and spiritual 
lesson God designed to teach. "i have written to him the great things of my 
law, but they were counted as a strange thing." ·But behind the glreat things 
which ,Elisha did were the great things of God's law, the great principles of 
His government, .the great principles which govern our relationsh.f.p .t:o Him. 
And the same is tJrue of the miracles of the New Testament. Whether you 
consider the miracles wrought in the days of His fiesh, the things which JeSW'l 
began to do and to teach; or open the pages of the subsequent hiStory of 'the 
Christian IChurch where by the power of the Holy Ghost ,the sam'El wonder
working -God showed His hand,-it aU 'has the same message. Behind every 
physical wonder there is the moral and spiritual reality in wh:1ch men an·d 
women are conc,erned. . 

It is significant that the one who asked to be told about "the great things 
which iEUsha had done" was Jeroboam, the son of the notorious .A!ha.b and 
Jezebel, of wh'om it was sa;id: "There was none lirke unto .A!hab, which did sell 
hImsel'f to wOl'lk wickedness in ·the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel !his wife 
stirred up." Notwithstanding 'his training, Jeroboam was supremely inter 
ested :in the great works of Elisha. As a matter oIf fact, there 'had been no 
person in all Israel who had so commanded the attention of !Ahab and Jezebel 
as Elijah. 

I suggest to you a problem for you'!' consideration. Wihat!ls the explana
tiIJ.n of the interest of a bad man in relIgion? Why is it that had men are 
interested in religion? A ·book was ;put in,to my hands only tMs last week, 
which I hope to refer to in next week's WITNESS-a 'book !highly commended 
by The Ohrl8tian Guardian as an exhibition of "assured schoI8lI'sh·ip"; a book 
that absolutely denies every,thing that is fundamentally Christian. AIid I said 
to m'Y~elf, "WIhy in ·the world did the man write it? If he does not receiv9 thil . ~ 
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benefits of religion, why doesn't'ihe leave it alone?" Why write a.bout Christ? 
Why talk about Chr:lst? Why eon<:ern 'Ourselves about Him at all? Why 
shoU'ld we Ibe interested in "the gre·at things that 'Elisha hath done" if 
we will have none of His mes'sage? !But ever,more the mes'sage of the 
Lord is the s'avour of Ufe unto Hfe, or ·of death unto d·eath. Hence m~n 
<:annl()t leave religion alone, even if they would. ·They are compelled to con· 
sider the great things whioh God does in the world; for God wHl leave not 
HimJself without witness; and the day will come when ,every mQuth shall be 
stopped, and all the world shall become ,guilty before God. He wiJ..I ,be justified 
when He speaks, and clear when He judges. I ventUll"e the assertion, therellore, 
that there is nothing in the world that will command the interest of men in 
our day lilke the great things which Jesus has done. Religion is stm a subject 
of -the most absol'bing interest. Even false religions are an expression of the 
soul's d,issatisfaction with all mundane things, and of the hunger of the s'oul 
that was made for God, for something that this world can never supply. 

II. But we have reason to praise God that WE HAVE IN THIS WORD A 
RECORD OF MORAL AND SPIBITUAL ACHIEVEMENT WHICH IS CoMMENSURATE WITH 
OUR MORAL INTERESTS. The hunger of the soul may ,be satisfied at this table. 
There is nothIng that wHl sati&fy the soul like the story of the things which 
Jesus has d'one. How satisfying to the intellect, to the ·heart, to the conscience,
I do n10t know how you feel when you have wandered through the fogs of 
evolutionary guesses;---'but hQW unsatisfying the whole thing is, just glropiug 
after something, just seeking to push ,the great F,irst Cause back as far ail 
possible--on the other hand how satisfyin-g, I say, to intellect, and· heart, and 
conscience, are the triumphant and certain words of Scri-ptu1re! "In the 
beginning God created." It ·is the ,beginnIng of the story of the great things, 
as -Dr. Neig'h,bour reminded us on Friday nj·ght, which Jesus has done. For 
if you are gOing to believe the IWhl()le story of His exploits, you m,ust 'go back 
to the 'beginning; "for all things were made ,by him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made." 

One of the wonders of the gospel of the grace of God is THE MARVELLOUS 
PREvISION IT EXHmITS. God has anticipa.ted our every need. The gospel o'f 
God's grace is no after-thought. iRedemption ·is not a work o·f repair: it is a 
w'ork of re-creation, foreordained of God from the very ,beginning. I do not 
cease to wonder at the riches of God's Word. Some young man goes away 
from h'ome; and while ·he was at home he was accustomed ,to 'having his 
clothing looked after and all ihis needs antici,pated. And ·he wonders how he 
wiU get along when he gets away. Hi-s mother padks his trunk ,for him, and he 
leaves for the city. By and .by he opens the truI1lk, and he discovers some
thing there that he had never thought he would need-.but there it is. And 
after a while 'he disoovers another need, and he goes to his trunk and turns 
It over, and behold, his mother has thoug'ht of that! He may, indeed, need 
some thread and a needle-young men do sometime.s.'-and he wonders where 
in the worJ..d he will get -it, or how lie can 'buy it. But he looks in-to that 
wonderful trunk, and even .that has been provided for; and he .marvels that 
h'is mother :has anticipated his every need. That is what the ,Lord has given 
us in tMs Book. It is a trunk !packed for the journey; and nQ ma-tter what 

.YlOU need you will always find jt there. It -is among the great things which 
·our !Elisha has done .. He has anticipated your' utmost need; and I do not care 
where you travel, what rank or conditIon -in life may 'be yours, you wiil 

.always find that God is equal to every em;ergency. 

!Let me now remind you ICJf 80me 01 the out8tanWing miracle8 Of Eli8ha'8 
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time. They are so suggestive of the wonders of divine grace wrought in our 
e:x;periences; and they are suggestive of the subject a.bout which you and I 
ought always .to be talking, ,for about us ·there are m~n and women asking U!l 

00 tell of the great things which our Elisha hath done. Now what things have 
we to teB? It is my ambition that every member of this church should be a 
preacher, a witness for the Lord Jesus; that we should be holdIng services 
all the day, on the back of the street car, as Dr. Norris said the other evening--.. 
any,where and everywhere, always telling ",the great things that 'Elisha hath 
done." A preacher is supposed to have some HtUe idea lof what he is going 
to say ,before he comes to the pul,pIt; and you ought to have some idea of 
what are you going to say to-morrow before you go to your place of business. 
You ought to have some idea of what you are going to .preach about to-day, 
for ,that is your business. No matter where you wonk, your business is to be 
telling the great things that your ,Elisha hath done. Now what are they? 
Wdll you turn them over .In your mind; so that your mind will be ready fur··. 
nished; so that the story will be upon your tongue; so that you will 'have an 
answer to give .to everyone concerning the hope -that is in you? 

I read of one of the great mira·cles that Elisha wrought, how he met the 
enemy in the very ·heart of his lown camp, where the king of Israel was; and 
the very men who had come to take it, found themselves in Samaria sur
rounded 'by the armed men of Israel. And the king said, "My father, shall I 
smite them?" And the prophet said, "No, get them a good dinner. lMake sure 
that it is a good one." And he set .provisions before ,them, and they had a 
good meal, when their eyes had been opened. "And now," said the prophet, 
"00 h'ome to your master." And they went home to their m'llSter, spared, 
forgiven their atteIDIPt to destroy the prophet's life. Now,my friend, you a.nd 
I have been just there again and again, In the hand of divine judgment. God 
in justice could have crushed us. He could have visited us with His wrath, 
but instead 'of that, He set great provisions before us. He f·orgave us our sIns. 
If you ask me the greatest miracle I know, it is this: so far as I am concerned, 
t~e forgiveness of my sins. That.is the thing I cannot understand. iNothing 
,but the grace of God could ever have made it ,possible. And if we realize that 
great truth, that when justice said, ShaH I smite him? mercy pleaded in our 
behalf, gave us the bounties of His grace and sent us on our way rejoicing. 
And the.re is nobhing the men and women of Toronto need to hear more than 
that. There is not one woo has not some consciousness of his past, some 
sense of blameworthiness,-not in the deep spiritual sense o,f conviction of sin, 
notwtthstanding the story of divine forg-iveness wUl interest the world as noth
ing else. will. And it is for Y'OU a.nd ,for me to tell that story to-day and to
morrow and aU the days, that ouor 'Elisha spared us, forgave our sins, washed 
us in the precious blood, robed us in garments of righteousness, and set be
fore us all the dainties of the King's household that we might be fat and 
fI!our-is'hing as the children of God. Will you tell that? Never mind discussing 
the weather and all the events in the newspaper. N'Obody wants to read yes· 
ter·day's newspaper. Haven't you observed that it is out-of-date? It is a story 
that is past; it does not need. to 'be repeated. But this is never out-of-date, . 
the story of your liorgiveness will always be fresh. 

Then the:re is that matchIess sto.ry o.f the cleansing of Naaman, the "great 
man with 'his master,and 'honourable, because by him the 'Lord had given de
liverance unto Syria: he was also a mi'ghty man in valour, 'but he was a .leper." 
An·d Elisha came in-to that life, and cleansed him of his leprosy, and made 
him a whole man. It is I(me thing to be forgiven of our sins: it is another 
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thin'g to have the sense of cleanSling, to rest ,in the' assurance of it: "The 
blood of Jesus ·Christ his .son cleanseth us from aU sin." And haven',t you 
a story to teH, that whatever prosperity you enjoy in this WIOrld, whatever 
accomplishments you had to your 'credit, whatever Il"ank or ,pres-tige you may 
have enjoyed, th,at there was something within and ,beneath .it all that nothing 
but the power of God could touch. You know how God came and how: He 
cleansed the leper; and you could tell that story of "the great things that 
Elisha hath done." .Down in the city, my ,dear friend, ,there are g.reat men, 
there are men who are J,)rosperous,-and please do not reserve your gospel 
for the man 'Who sweeps .the str,eet. It is very easy to tal,k to the man whose 
hands ·are soiIed and 'who 'i.s clad in roughgarmen,ts. -But remember this is 
the story of what God did :fora man in an eX1l.lted position, a man who was 
next to the king, 'great with his master and honourable. And I venture the 
assertion that there are peo.ple in this City, who a;re ranked as successful 
IIlen, who 1I.re ,pros:perous in ,business, who live in great 'holises, who have at 
their command all worldly pleasures, who are envied ,by their neighbours; 
and yet who know in their own hearts that, beneath all that a.ppearance of 
pl"osperity, -there is a deadly something that they ihave never ,been able to 
cope with; an·d they need a messa;ge that you can give them, they need the 
story of the great things thllt our 'Elisha can do ,for ,the captain of the king's 
host. I think 'we have all failed here. We do not 'carry the gospel as we 
ought to people who ·a.re somewhat difficult of acc,ess. You all know how 
true that is. A man who is accustomed to receive the commands of othens, 
who is in a somewhat subordinate position, we all think we can g·o flo Mm; 
and yet it is the other man very often whose heart is hungry for the very 
thing we have. Now if the Lor,d by His Spirtt should lay It upon your hea.rt 
during this ,week to g!O to some man of high position, dare to go in His Name, 
and tell him "the great things that ElIsha hath done;" ,for rememb,er, !it was 
the king ihimself w·ho was asking this question. The king was anxious to 
know; and there is that in the gospel of the Lord Jesus which will minister 
to men and women in the most exalted, as' well as in the hum/blest station of 
iife. 

There is also a story of a supernatural birth, and a supernatural resurrec
tion. .By the blessing of God a new Ufe came to the :house 'of the Shunammtte. 
and then that U.fe went out again, and then it was received from God the 
se'cond time-,born again out of de·ath. That was the message which 
the ,Shunammit-e had to tell. 'wouldu't you I.i'ke to 'be a boy a'gain? 
Wouldn't you like to be a gIrl again? Wouldn't you like to live your life 
over again? How we ihave spoil~d it! Wihat a reco·rd we have w.ritten! What 
a story we should 'have to ,tell if we had to tell it .from the ·beginning until 
now! There is not one of us who would not Uke to tear out many of the pages 
of life's record, and begin -it all over again. And that .is the story of the grace 
of our Elisha, that He makes it ,poBsi,ble for us to begin again, makes l:t pos
sible 'for every :poor sinner to begin again. "Ye must be born agaiJi." It is 
the most w.onderful story in the world to take to a man whose life ~s wrecked 
!illd tell him that you know of :Somebody Who can take ,the record of that 
Ufe and blot it all out and then by His ,power let him begin Ufe ·a.gain,-be 
born from above, ,begotten I()f the Spirit of God, and live his life aU over s;gain. 
That was the story that Gehazi was trying to tell. Just at that time he was 
speaking 'Of how El1sha had raised a dead ,body ,to life, teIling how 'when all 
the hopes of life had crilm,bled, when Ufe was a long record of disappointment, 
when everything had failed-Elisha came, and .behold, the lad lived again by 
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the power o,f God through him. And that is the story of the gospel of grace. 
"I will restore to YIO'1l the years that the locusts hath eaten." 

There was still another aspect to EZisha's ministry. It was a record. Of preser· 
vation through war and. famine. The U.fe that had ,been given had been pre· 
served, until at last the woman actually stood in the presence of the king, ", 
and at 'her side .the life that had been restored and preserved through all the 
war and famine years. Some people WIOnder that the church of Christ does 
uot make Ig.reater progress. The existence of the church of Ohrist, of a true 
church, is itself a miracle. What if you were to :lind some morning in the 
gard,en, when the thermometer registers twenty below zero, say in January 
or lFebruary,-what i·f you were to :lind some delicate exotic fiourishingand 
blooming in a snOW-bank? The whole city wou.Jd come to look upon it and 
wonder that it had escaped the 'frost and survived in the winter's climate. 
But that is the wonder of grace. We ,are born from above. The life that is 
in the ,believer is not indigenous to this climlate at all: it comes ,from heaven; 
it is a hothouse plant; it belongs to another country altogether: and if you 
can find a man or woman trusting in Jesus, wa}king in .fellowshi.p with 
God, a plant which the heavenly Father hath planted, 'bearing the fruits of 
the Spirit in this world, ·then it is one of the miracles that our EHsha hath 
accomplished; and you had better call the whole city to com'e an,d look at it. 
It is a marvellous thing. "The angel of the liard encampeth ij'ound about 
them -that fear him, and delivereth them." In the book that I referred to III 

moment ago -the writer says that the min'd of Jesus was :lilled with the mythical 
story of angelology and demonology, that Jesus ·believed in an'gel and demon 
:possesB'ion, which, according to the writer, was not true. Do you ·believe in 
angels? I d'o. Some 'of us would not ,be here if it were not for God's angels. 
What of the story of the horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha? I 
was talking to some of my ministerial friends one day, and I sai'd, "I havl! 
no difficulty with that mi.racle at all. 'You may deny the horses and chariots 
of fire as much as you lioke; ,but I have ridden in one of the chariots myself, 
and I know they are real." 0 yes, that is the story we have to tell, not only 
that Regave life ,but that He preserved it; and by :His 'good grace we are here 
to·day to praise His name. 

III. And now this si,mple word: WlRo Is ;GOING To TELL THIS STORY? 

What is God's way of iPublishiug "the great things that Elisha hath done"? 
There you have a man asking that somebody should tell him the story; and 
he is a type and representation of the whole wide world. "Tell me . . all 
the great things, that 'Elisha hath ,done." And yO'll have Gehazi tr,ying, to tell 
the story. I am a lit·tIe 'bit puzzled about Gehazi. He was the servant of 
"the man of God." Now if the story of oNaaman's cleansing is in its chrono- , 
logical order, then either Gehazi was ,himself a ·leper; for attar that he went 

'out from the presence of ",the man of God" a leper-either he was himself • 
a .Jeper-an,d it is scarcely conceivable that he should come into the presence '. '~ 
of the king i,f he was still a 'leper~r ,he must, Uke Naaman himsel.f, have 
been clea,psed of his leprosy. If he was a leper, I do not wonder that Gehazi 
did not tell his story very well; for if he was unGleansed it meant thIs, that 
he 'had lived in the presence of Elisha; he had seen Elisha do these WlOn,derful 
things ·by the power of God; he had seen him heal the leper, raise the dead; 
he had seen him make ·the iron to swim; he 'had seen him do one thing after 
anQther; showing that the power of God was in him; but if he was still a 
leper, he himlSelf had not been &ubj'ect to that miraculous power. What a ter-
rible th.ing that would ;be, -to have the whole world askin:g for somebody to 
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tell of the great things that God has done, and t'O have n'O story to tell 
ourselves! But I rather -think that Gehazi's leprosy was a temporary experi
ence, Uke that of Miriam. I think he ·must have been cleansed of his leprosy; 
although we have no record of the fact. And if SD, then he himseJof would 
have ,been able to say, "I can tell you of how he cleansed iNaaman, but I have 
a glreater story than that. I can tell you of how he cleansed Naaman, but 
to :have t'Old that would .have ·forced him ·tD confess a story of Which he was 
ashamed. I think there are a lot of people in the church just like that. Theor
etically, if y'Ou talk to them quietly, they say, "I suppose I was a sinner like 
'Ot'hers, ·but please do not bring that u-p against me. I do not want tD go and 
tell people I am a sinner saved by grace. I am prepared to discuss ·this matter 
in an academic fa&hion, 'but you must not ask for my ip8rsona,l testimony. I 
would rather tell what Elisha did for somebody else." Gehazi was trying to 
tell the story, 'and in walked the woman, and Gehazi said, "This is the woman, 
and this is her son. She can tell you better than I can." Of cou·rse, she could. 
n is the '/JOice 01 01/;ristian experience that prevails after all. You can theorize 
about these things as much as you like; ,but it is the man or woman who 
cal tell what Jesus has d.one for him or for her who will .prevail in the lives 
'Of others. I wish I could encourage every saved man and woman here this 
morning 01'0 begin. I believe we should study the 'Word. I believe we ShDUld 
try to quaUfy ourselves .for a 1arger ministry. An·d if there are some young 
men here who have the ministry of the gospel in view, then I suggest to you 
that the -gospel deserves the ,bElst; that we ought tD do our utmost to train 
every power of the mind so that it can be exercised at its fullest strength in 
·the work of il.reaching .the gospel. But do not wait un.til you have been to 
college bef'Ore y'OU begin to tell the great things which our Elisha hath dOlle; 
because possibly when you get to coUege somebody will tell you that Elisha 
has not done an,. great thing; and you had better be sure of it before yoou 
go, and you had better f'Or·m the habit of telling what He has dOll-e, and then 
they cannot st'Op you. The man who had been blind all his Ufe was more than 
a match ·for the doctors of the law. He said, "One thing I know, that, whereas 
1 was blind, now I see." And that is the testimony we have to give to·day 
each f'Or ourselves, to tell "the great things that our Elisha hath done." Why 
should we not get back to the siIIllP'licity of the Bi·ble? I was going to say 'Of 
the New Testament, but the same is in the Old Testament. God never com
missioned His Church to ·build up a great institution, an elaborate organiza
tion, with all ki~ds of societies and every ·facility ·fDr entertaining and amusing 
worldly minds. He gave His church but one commission: we are togo 
and witness for ·mm-just to tell "the great thinlgs that ,Elisha hath done." 
One of the things t'hat inspired me d·uring this past week and. thrilled me 
through and through was this, that in every address this principle was -ob
s'E!'l"ved, and the Lord Jesus was ~alted.. And that is y'Our supreme duty and 
privilege an-d mline, everywhere to bear witness -to the reality of Jesus Christ. 
May He 'help us so to do for His Name's slIIke.Let us' pray. 

It takes two fDr a kiss, 
Only one fIO'r a sigh; 

Twain by twain we marry, 
One ,by one we die: 

J'Oy is a fellowship, 
Grief weeps alene; 

Many guests 'had Cana, 
Gethsem1l.lle· had ene. 
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EDITORIAL 
"IN DEMON'STRATION OF TIHE SPIRIT." 

The great war 'being waged in all denomination·s to-day ,between Funda
mentaQ'ism and Mod·ernism is really a battle ibetw·een ISupernaturalism and 
Naturalism in reUgion. The Christian religion is either supernatural through 
and th·rough, or it is the greatest delusion which ever imposed itself upon the 
mind's of men. From ibeginning to ~nd, the Bi'b-le claiIIl& to ibe a supernaturaL 
book. It tells of a supernaturai Pers'on, Who was supernaturally Iborn; Whose 
ministry wa.s characterized 'by th·e exercise of supernatural pow·er; Who was 
supernaturally rais'ed from the d,ead; and Who 'by supernatural power ascended 
up w:here He was 'b,efore. The lBible in-sists that s'll:lvation is, a I>upernatural 
experience. There Is fn'Volved in it a supernatural .birth; and, the life thug 
!begun is to 'be supernaturally sustained Iby communication with supernatural 
'Powers. All this postuIates a personal God, Who exercises' a supernatural 
power in res·ponse to the cry of the human 'heart. If the religion ()f the ilJi<ble 
I's not 8111 this', then it is noOthin'g, an,d we are still in the dark. (But f·f it !be 
this>, what is the 'Church's mission !but to d·eanonstrate the Slll'pernatural? [t 
is, of va:lue argumentatively to .prove the supernatural character of the Book, 
and to insist upon its funiLamenta'l teachings. 'But un,less this can be done "in 
d'emonstration of the ,Spir:it and of power .... · ther-e is no hope that men will 
receive our testimony. The whoIe controversy, therefore, ,between Fundaman
taUSIJIl and Mod'ernism admits ,of a very sim'Ple solution. "The God that 
an'swereth iby ,fire, let him 'be iGod·... And' how 'can the 'Fire fall, 'or how sha:ll 
the Power .be ,exercised, 'but in answer to the prayer of 'God's people? There
fore, the 'crying n-eed of the day is Dlot merely truer preaching and sounder 
teaching, Ibut more .prayer and still more prayer. The ,chull.ch that can prove 
that -God, the wonder-wor-king God" is in the mid'st of her and Slti'lil alble to m8lke 
men new creatures, wiH never want for opportunity to exercis,e its witnes's. 

MAINTAINING GOOD WORK-So 

'In the IDpi-stle to Titus, when iPaul has clearly stated that salvation is 
wiholly of grace, and "not Iby wor·ros of ri'ghteousnes,s which we haV'e done," he 
add,s, "This is a ·faithful sayin-g, and these things iI wi'll that thou affirm con
stantly, that they which have Ibelieved in IGod might 'be 'car-eful to maintain 
good works." We 'cannot too stron'gly emphasize the prinlCiple of salvation, Iby 
grace; !but, at the same time, we must recogn·ize that the only proof of s'alva
tion to the obEerver consIsts in- the good' wOllks which they ·behold. Therefore, 
of all people in the world, those who 'b,elieve in God ought to 'be careful to 
maintain good works. Thus those who ,profess to 'believe that the gospel is the 
power of 'God unto salvation ought to be in'stallt in seas'on aild out of season in 
proclaiming it. To hold this, as a theory and noOt 00 gi·ve dyin-g men the advan
tag,e of the truth we proclaLm, is to proclaim ourselves 'hY'Pocrite's. To profess 
to Ibelieve the Bt'ble to be 'the W-ord of 'God, and than in all our reUgious activi
ties to reloegate the .Bi'ble to a subordInate place, is really to give the -lie to our 
own profeSlSion. To profess that we have an Almighty 'Saviour stm living and 
interceding in our Ibehalf, and at the sam,e time to resort to all the .pleasures 
of the world .for s'atis,~action is to render our testimony utterly valueless. [t 
is, therefore, in-cumlbent upon us that we s'hould work a's wen as 'Pray. Pro
fes'sing to ,believe that we are His workmanship, we must give ,evidlEmce that we 
have been 'created unto good works' which ·God. has Ibefore ordain'ed tpat we 
should wa:l'k in- them. 
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AN EMINENT LAWYER SPEAKS. 

W,e' have received the following article ·from an -eminent Toronto laW'Y'6r_ 
Who is not a BlIIPtist, 'but a regular reader of this pape'l". We are in such cor.-
4ial agreement with it that we d'esire to s'hare it with our readers': . 

Grace and Judgment. 

H.A!S NOT THE TIlM'E ICfOMIE !for a stronger presentation of comIng judg- . 
ments, in view ().f their nearer approach, as ind'icated 'by pas-s1ng events, and 
the increasing k:noW'ledge of prophecy, as: time and· study throw light upon i~? 
We surely should remember our Lord's words as· to the diays' of Noah. 'Our 
present d'ay Is startIin'gly li.ke what those days· must· have been. 

IS.cripture -clearly shows that these days· I1-re the "last d'ays."· Even tl105e 
who read little ibut the d'aily papers have mis'givings which theycan'not account 
for. IStartling events are in the air. Unrest and uDICertainty g,row. daily. 
There is no present remedy in si'ght. The world. sighs for, Ibut fails to flnd, a 
man equal to the -occasion, The iron rule of a despot would 'be preferaJble to the 
world's increasing chaoS' and the fear of something worse ah£<ad. 

The IChurch of Ch,rist, His iBrid-e, iknow what all this means, though world· 
lings do not: nor -do they know that their unconscious d'l"ead is the Hope oif 
those who look and long ,for the return of their 'Lord, :firstly to taJte them to 
Himself and then Iback again with Him, when He 'comes' to rule the NatioIllB 
with a rod of iron, and jud'ge and' -destroy the 'r8'bels oif the King of Kings. . 

AU this was reve'aled to Enoch, the s'eventh from Adiam,five milleniums 
ago (Jude 14). The Bride was remind-ed: -of thi-s when our iLor-d went to take 
His place at the Father's right hand. (lSee Acts'I and John XIV). 'Shortly He 
wiII as'k ,for and l"eceive His inheritance (Ps. 'lil). ISurely the world is ripening 
for the most awful tribulation that it haS' ever S'een! 

Not for nothing d,id Noah for 120 years tell ().f the coming flood. Not for 
nothing did our Lord -Rims-elf tell oif coming judgments,. 'Not for nothing are 
men's hearts, at this moment, failing them for ·fear of those things that ar·e 
coming upon the earth. Thoughtless and godles'S men of the world are like 
;boatmen a'bove the 'FaUs of Niagara, unconscious that they are dri,fting into 
the current tb,at le'ads to the fal.!, and then, l"ealizin'g their d,anger, shriek for 
help which no human being can give. 

F-or nineteen 'centuries the lGos:pel of God's Grace has' b-een preached, Ibut 
only with partia'l acceptance. Men in the so-called 'Christian countries' are 
getting farther and farther away from God. Jnd'UfereIl!ce, the preVailing sin 
of the Laodicean days, that is thes;e diays, goes- hand in hand with various .cults; 
Which are r8'Productions of the heresy of MarcioIl!, the 'GnosUc, who was' de-: 
nounced 'by J?olycarp, the martyr, in the word,s', "I know thee, thou first-lbegotten 
of , Satan!" This heresy is now reproduced in "Christian, Science," Theosophy, 
the ":New Theology," 'Sweden'borgianism,. etc. All these, with the Rus'sellites, 
Modern. Method,ists, :Mod·ernists, Unitarians" etc., Who all d,en'y the ,fun-dam en
ta1's of 'Christianity, can well, "worship" together. (iWorshdp what and· whom?). 
To these enemies of God' and His ,Christ wiII Ibe added Jews who reject their 
M,ess'iah, unregenerate ,Mohammedans, lBudd'hists, ConfuCianists, and! all athel'S 
Who rej-ect God's offer of mer.cy throu'gh 'Christ. 'Over all these -looms the' 
shadow of the "Scarl-et Woman," "the Mother of Harlots," Satan's Masterpiece. 
Though she does not yet d'eny the -Deity of our -Lord, He is pra.ctical1y ignored 
and the imag,e of Mary, sty,led' the 'IMother of God," takes the place c·f that 
of her Son. .she will Boon lead, the ,van of the- moUeycrew, but the ,banner of 
the "Man of ,Sin," the "'Son of Perdition," will wave over them all .. An a.ma'lga·m 
of these naus,eous heresie's would appr.opriately form the religion .of those 
aw·ful days. . . 

The kingdoms of this world were once offeI'ed 'by their 'bla.sphemous Pri'llce 
to the Son of.· 'God, the meek and lowly Jesus, and by Him refused. But in the 
near ,future they wil'l be offered to the man of 'Satan's choice, who will Ibe his 
vi,ce-regent, his tool and his wiUing dupe. The Ibattle wiII then ibe fo.ught to a 
finish Ibetween the relbellious ,Lucifer and the ,One who comes' as "King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords." , 

God bas said, '\My :Spirit shall not always strive witli man." Jud'gmenf 
so long delayed, wil'l come at last. We already Bee the signs of His coming fo~ 
His ·Bride. It will not he long after that when He wilIconie "with ten thou
s-and of His saints to exe;cute jud,gment upon aU." . 

'Is' it not time for 'Preachers to wake up and preach things appropriate to 
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the times we live in? Too many of them have ,been 'lulled into fancied security 
,by the sophistries of :Satan. Are the 'Pews to say to the 'pulpits what God said. 
to His sleepy shepherds in .Isaiah's time:-"My watchmen are 'blind, they are 
all ignorant, they are all d\lllllib dogs, they cannot .bark, sleeping, lying d'own, 
loving t{l slum'ber." (Isaiah '56: 10). 

Thank God, they are n-ot all Hke that. 

THE BEGINNING OF A GREAT CAMPAIGN. 

!Last Sunuay was {lne ().f the greatest days we have ever 'had in Jarvis 
Street. Under the in1!,p·iration of P.rof,essor James 'Entzminger's appeal, a great 
army o·f W!Orkers went forth in the afternoon to find mater:ial for the ,building 
of '8. house for God. Many went out in fear and trembling, 'but trusting God 
t{l gO with them. Some who were not strong enough .physicaHy to 'glll fl10m 
door to door remained in the church to pray. These workers :returned a.t the 
elid IOf t'Iie a'fternoon having called at over five ·thousand homes; and taken a 
census of approximately twenty-five thousand individuals. This was a gr.'eat 
afternoon's work, and gathered for us great material out of which t{l build our 
Bible School. : But the workers themse1ves were filled with a j·oy unspeakable 
and fuU of g~ory. At the evening service there w·as a great congregation, and 
everyone felt that the power of t·he Spirit of God was present. In response to. 
the invitation twenty-one persons ·came forward. 'Some of these were Baptist 
church ·membem living in the city who :had not br.ought their letter. Others 
were believers who came ·forward indicating a desire to ,be .baptized. "W:b.ile 
stil'l others were penitents, seeking ·the !Saviou·r. "Several professed conversion, 
",nu others desired to ·be .ba.ptized, and stm others to transfer their membership 
from out-fof-town churches to Jarvis Street. In the wfter-meeting that followed, 
very naturally a large number of those who had been working in the afte.rnoon 
told of 'blessing they had themselves received in seeking to help othens. 

The canvass revealed the fact that large n-umbers of people 'have ceased 
to go to church ,because so many churches have ceilBed to give them the Word 
of God. It showed also that many parents were care'less about their children's 
.attendance at Sunday :School, because they felt that in the modern Sunday 
School too often little a.ttention is .gIven to the actUal ·teaching of the Bible. 
The census a:lso disclosed the fact .that in ou·r own constituency, round about 
our own doors, Jarvis Street Church has a great many warm friends. 

Wle have ·felt Ilor some time that real 'revival fires were burning, and on 
Sunday- they blazed up a Httle more brigh·tly. '.Dhe Tuesday evening meeting; 
.'YUh its large number of strangers included in the company which crowded 
the prayer-room to the walls, furn·ished Ifurtherevidence of the presence 
of the [;or-d. 

COMING ON TUESDAY. 

Professor James Entzminger, who was Professor !of Mathem'atics in ll. 
Southern college for twen-ty-five years, has a way of charming everybody he 
touches, and inspiring everybody to attempt great things for God. He insists, 
however, that his wo.rk is preparatory; and that the real dynamo is his brother, 
·~he ·Rev. ILouis Entzmin-ger. If that be so, there are ·two of them! 
Brother !LouIs will be with us on Tuesday, and will speak Tuesd·ay, 
Wednesday, 'Friday 'and Saturday evenings. We shall take plen-ty of 
time for :prayer IOn each occasion; for Mr. :Entzminger comes -to sum
moon us to hard -tasks, and on1y the Spirit of God can make us wi1J-ing· to 
undertaJke them. At these meetings Mr. Entzminger is particularly anxious 
to meet all the church membem, and more especial1y, all thO$e who wHl assume 
leadership, either as officers or teachers in our new grea.t Blble Schci01. Let 
no one suppose that this is a plan for ·children only. We hope to build Into the 
School every individual member of the ·church; and if only the members of 
the church wH~ come and hear M;r. En-tzminger, we are sure that they wUl 
an desire to :have a part in this g.reat work. These mjeetings, however, Will 
;be open to the pu-blicj and an invitation .is hereby extended to all woo are 
interested in the study of the /Word. 
. Among other th'!ngs, the census has revealed the ,fact ·that roUnd a·bout our 
doors, and actuaUy within walkin-g distance IOf Jarvis street Church, there are 
;th~usands of people who are untouched .by any chu~ch or Sunday Scbool; and' 
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among this great number there are thousands whom we think we ought to 
reach and build into this· ·Schoo1. If Jarvis' Street Sunday School does not 
.become the greatest Bible sChool in the Dominion of C'anada, 'it will not be for 
want of material. The material is at our doors; and we have an opportunity 
that is unsur.passed anywhere in the world. Flirther, it may be said that in 
our own immJediate neighborhood large numbers of peo.ple, who do not call 
themselves Baptists, express a preferen~e ·for Jarvis ·Street Church. The details 
of this wonderful story will be unfolded under Mr. Entzminger's magic hand. 
Some people do not kDlow diamonds when they see them; some people have 
fortunes beneath their ·feet and do not know it; but M:r. Entzminger comes to 
open our eyes, and to lead us to see, as our good ·friend, Dr. Conwell, would 
say, that Jarvis Street is situated in the midst of "Acres of ·Diamonds." 

We, therefore, urge every member of the church, pal"ticularly. and every· 
one else within reach of the building, who i1'eads these words, to come and 
hear this entrancing story of the fabulous wealth that lies about our doors, 
with which we may work, and concerning m1uch of whiCh the 'Lord will say, 
"They shall be mine In that day when I make up my jewels." 

The Rev. 'Douis' Entzminger will ·begin an evangelistic campaign October 
7th, when ,the great army of new teachers with their lists of definite prospects 
will have the opportunity of seeking to .bring their new scholars to these 
evangelistic services, and thus also to C'hrist. Wonderful days are before us, 
and such an opportunity as the Pastor has never seen. We must, however, LR 
aill this remember that this work can J>e effectively done only 'by the mighty 
power of God. 

M'ORE STR.AWBERRY-PICKER.S WANTE·D. 

It was an inspiring sight 'last 'Sunday morning to see such a gr·eat numlber 
volunteer to go out into the streets andl lanes of the city to call men and women 
to the gOSIPel supper. 'Albout '2>5,000 'People were canvas·s-ed. during the after
noon. ·But iProt. Entzminger has mapped! out another section of the 'City which 
he wants canvassed the coming ISund.ay, lSept. 30th. 'We are sure the workers 
of last Sund.ay will be glad to hear they are to have another .chance at the 
straw.berry-patch, for their testimonies last 'Sund·ay an-d during the week 
showed they are anxious ·for more. 

We therefore invite all who are willing to gather further material for the 
Lord's 'burld-ing to brin·g a d'ouble lun-ch with tbem on Sunday-on-e .for lunch 
time before they go out, and one for tea time after they return, so that they 
may remain ·for evening service. Tea and ·coffee will Ibe provided. 

HOW NEW TESTAMENT ·CHRISTI·ANS ENJ.OYED THEIR DINNER. 

We have repeatedly ~alled! attention to the 'principle that the scripture 
was not given us merely to 'be dis'cussed' and admired,. but to 'be worn ·as a 
pair of shoes, and to 'be used· as a two:edged sword. Tohe only way to under
stand the Bilble is to :practice it. Then its protlound.est teaching Ibecome·s 
obvious. To enjoy the Acts of tbe Apostles we must d'o the acts of the 
apostles. We saw this ilolustrated last ISund,ay. The workers yield'ed the 
satis'faction of a comfortalble ·!linn-er at home for the make-shift of a cold lunch. 
But wh-en we saw that g.reat lCompan;y eating their . lunch we felt as though 
they 'Were seated at. an elaborate 'ban'quet. What 'was the secret? Who was 
the chef? Wohat was the 'bill of fare? A .free con-sdence and a will attuned 
to the d1vine im'Part a 'heavenly flavour to the plainest fare. in th'S joy of 
being Ribout their ,Master's bU1!iness·they repeated apostolic history, "And they, 
continuing ·daily with one accord· in the tem'Ple, and 'breaking Ibread Ifrom 
house to house, did eat the,ir ·meat with ·gladness and singleness of heart 
praising God, and having favour with all the people." Those who Writ~ 
another chapter of apOstolic acts on Sunday wi'!.l enjoy the fla·vour of another 
apostolic dinner. 

EVENING COMM·UNI·ON. 

The evening Communion service will Ibe 'Postponed ,from 'Octc;ber 7th to 
Octolber 14th .. 
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THE ,PASTOR IN KENTUCKY. 

The Pastor deeply regrets that on account of an engagement entered into 
long ago, iIle will ,be away for two Sundays, Septemb.er 300th and October 7th, 
When he will be engaged in an evangelistic call1!P'aign in Kentucky. In some 
respects, however, his absence may ·be an advantage. The reany hea1thy 
church will carry on its work even though the Pastor be away; and the Pastor 
is ambitious that Jarvis Street should be lioke a great family In which there 
are many grown-up brothers and sisters who can look after the affairs of the 
htousehold just as well as the one who is regarded as the leader of the flock, 
One of the secrets of the blessing which during the'last two years has attended 
the work in Jarvis Street, Is that the rank and fi~e of the mem.bership have 
lea-rned to pray and work as never before. And under the leadershLp of the 
Entzminger Brothers and by ,the ,bleSS'ing oOf God, we are confident tha-t wonders 
will be accompl'ished in Jarvis Street in the next ten days. 

A GREAT CHURCH MISSI'ONARY MEETING. 

Under the auspices. of the Women's Mission Circle and the Young Women's 
Mission Circle of Jarvis Street Church. . 

KEEP THE DATE! 
Thursday evening, October 4th, the Annual Thank Offering meeting of the two 
women's Mission Circles orf this church will be held in the 'Lecture Hall at 
8 o'clock. This meeting will be open to the whole church, an·d the spell/ker 
will be Miss Mary Bliss of Immanuel Church, who will tell of the WIOrk of our 
Women's Home Mission Society am'ong ,the Germans, Scandinavians, and Slavs 
in' the Northwest, Thank-offering envelopes have been sent to every woman 
in the church. We trust ·they will pray about their offerIng, enclose it in the 
envelope, and bring it wlth thexp Thursday evening, 

Let no one miss this meeting! Come and learn wha-t God is dOing among 
those in our own 'land who spea-k other tongues. Come and help pray for them. 

GOOD NEWS FOR ALL THE YOUNG FOLKS. 

On Wednesday next, October 3Td, the Junior Gospel Lantern ServIces will 
re-commence for the Fall and Winter season. There will .be additional new 
features this year a.t these popular and profitable meetings for the boys and 
girls, and a large attendance is anticipated on the o.pening ntght. "Cousin 
Fored" will show some ,beautiful pictures and give the story in his own in
imitable style, the subject of ,the picture lecture will be "Fire! Fire! Fire!" 
while "Uncle Hutch" has some new Gos-pel choruses ,to introduce, as' well, of 
course, all the old favorites. There are other sur;prises in store, and all boys 
and girls are urged to be on hand and regis>ter ,by 6.45 p.m., meetiIllg to 
begin at 7,00 and ~ose promptly at 8 o'clo'ck. 

Every Jarvis S,treet scholar is expected to ·bring at least one. other boy or 
girl along on this opening night. 

Will the members of Jarvis Street Church pray earnestly for God's ,richest 
blessing to ·be upon this effort to bring the boYSl and girls to Christ week by week. 

Sunday. For the week 'beginning Sunday, Sept. 30th, 1923. 
IO.OO-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10.30-Communion Service. 
·11.00-Public Worship. 
12.1S-Prof. Jas. Entzminger will address Bible School Workers in S,S. Hall. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. . 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday-...s o'clock-Prayer Meeting. 
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. Evangelistic Service, 7,00-Rev. W. L. M·cKay. 
Wednesday-8 o'clock-Prayer Meeting. 

11 


