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HOW TO BE HOSPITABLE TO THE TRUTH.
A Sermon by the Pastor.

bed in Jarvis St. Church, Toronto, Sunday morning, September 2nd, 1923.
‘ (Stenographically reported).

-

on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and’
to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned

matrained him

ey eat bread.
said unto her busband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of
passeth by us_conti

him,
aaid unto him, s:go::w unto her, B'ehnld, thou hast been careful for us with
= 3, i for thee? wounldest thou be spoken for to the king, or
€ captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among ﬁline own “" ’

“all’ the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place
om whence the rivers come, thither they return again”; so whatsoever
rungs are true, and honest, and just, and pure, and lovely, and if there
¥ Virtue, and any praise, these have their source and end in Christ. He
gOccan whence all goodness rises to be distilled in rain and dews of

‘;d He is the end to Whose attraction every virtuous impulse ot the
ue.

Rhat we are safe in identifying any and every “man of God” with the
P Christ, for it is He Who makes him a “man of God.” We should
g justified in finding Christ in this narrative, even if we had no specific
FStament warrant for calling Elisha a type of Christ. Indeed, I venture
this chapter has a special significance and has particular teaching for
e it could not have if # were found in the New Testament; for there



E -y

-~ -_...._!“

— e

are Old Testament elements in every Christian life. That is to
comes to us still anonymously. He comes to us in types and in ol
well as in the clearer and more direct revelation of His Saviourhe

I And e6 I want to use this siory, firet of all, 10 iHustrate THE
HoLy PaiviLzer WHICH BrroNes 10 EvEry Ofk oF Us oF ExTeNdiNe E
TO THE TRUTH. )

The text is the story of a hospitably disposed woman, who is
as “a gréat woman.” In what respects was this Shunammite “a grea
She was not in.any sense a public character. She lived a quiet,
obscure life. She was a housewife; she cared for the things of he
She dwelt among her own people. And yet, although she was not ¢
in the life of the nation, the inspired writer describes her as “a gre:
‘Wherein, then, lay her greatnesa? &irst of all in this, that she had f
ment to recognize the messenger of truth. That is the beginning of
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Elisha came, |
without a name, without credentials. He came as a stranger w
hospitality. The door of her humble home was thrown wide to we!
and he was hospitably received for his own sake; for she perceived
other people did not perceive, that there was a divine quality abou
he was in communication with Heaven, that he was in very truth
God.” She said, “I pefceive that this is an holy man of God, whi
by us continually. Let him find in Shunem one place of welcom
have a home with us.” And thus, my dear friends, the Lord Jesus
in the person of His representatives. He comes to us through the
of His own Word, through the precepts and promises of this |
And they are the wise men and the wise women whose hearts are
the truth by whatsoever messenger the truth may come. There
who do not so receive the truth, the doors of whose minds are fas
pride and prejudice. Will you refuse to listen to the song because
know the singer’s name? Will you refuse to hear or to read t

because for some strange reason you are prejudiced against the
Will you refuse to open your letter hecause you do not like the e
postman’s thair, or because of some peculiarity in his walk? Will
God’'s Word, the principles of His gospel, when they come to yor
who may bring them? Are you prepared to receive the Lord Jes
comes anonymously? There is never a chance for a gracious d
never an opening for a kindly word, there is never the knock ¢
thought at the door of the mind, but the sound of the Master’s {
it, and He will enter by the open door. We are thronged with
gers. Is it not said of the angels, “Are they not all ministering
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”
Jesus meant, I think, when He said: “He that receiveth you
and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He th:
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s re
that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous ma:
a righteous man’s reward. And whosoever shall give to drin/
these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a di
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” ' We, too, ha
of receiving the message of truth as it comes to us, even as
woman” of Shunem, of long ago.

P.¢ thie woman not only recognized the “man of God” for w
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sred him ¢ qéemu, a cordial hospitality. 1t is eald, “She constrained
& cat bread.” She did not give him 'a mere formal invitation, but-ghe -’
4 him to make his hoine with her. ' I femember some years ago going
tain pla/ce to hold some evangelistic sesvices. I had been there for a
hys when our Brother Brownlee, whom you all know, came to lead the
kg, When' the service was over, we were accustomed to walk along’
jain street of the town in company with the Pastor to a certain corner
he turned to go down to his home. And I remember the first ‘night
iBrother Brownlee and I walked along with this good brother, when we
o the corner he said exactly what he had said to me every night when I
here alone. Looking down in the direction of his home, he said, “Well,
hose you won't come down, will you?” And after he had gone Brother
jlee looked at me and said enquiringly, “Was that- an invitation to go
im, or to go home?” “Wel,” I said, “¢hat is what I have been wonder-
& last few nights, Needless to say I have not accepted his inv.tation.”"
jis the way some people invite you to dinner. But when people invite us
at, we usually say no, don’t we? And there is a way, of course, of
htely shutting the door against the truth, but no Christian does that.
here is a possibility, too, of extending to it a grudging, a reluctant hos-

. There are some people you have to persuade to believe things; you
p argue the point with them. The “man of God” must stand akmost like
urance agent at the door, and then force his way in. But when one is
Rably disposed toward the truth, as was this Shunammite, the door is
h wide open, and he says, “Come in. I am glad to see you.”

hus, my dear friends, we may welcome the truth in every good book we
jin every noble impulse born of the Spirit of God, in every testimony
# to the power of God’s grace—in every promise and precept of this holy
Wwe may be hospitably disposed toward the truth as it is in Jesus. And
y a8 we do, we shall find, as did this Shunammite, that our Elishas love
8, and coming they stay with us o while. For it is saild, “that as oft as
sed by, he turned in thither.” He knew where he was welcome. He
ithout embarrassment to this door; and he knew they would be glad to
M within. It is possible to close our ears aga nst the truth, I say, or to .
3 the trith so reluctantly that often the things which are good, and pure,
nest, and lovely, and of good report, pass us by. Somebody recom-
i t0 you a book from which they had received some great blessing.
hen you read it, or tried to read it, you said, “I found no interest in it .
er.” Somebody expressed enthusiasm for the Word of the Lord; but
Elare that it is a task for you to study the Bible. Some people there
D come eagerly to the house of God, and who can scarcely wait for
t0 come. There are others to whom the sermon is always more or less
€. And, of course, they say it is the fault of the Book; the Book had
sage. And as for the Bible, there are parts of it, they say, they think
do without. As for the sermon, some man says, “I think twenty
fS ought to be the limit.” Tt ought to be the limit for you, my friend.
P0er hearing that once when Dr. Justin D. Fulton was delivering one
8reat messages, there were a few people there who were evidently
PY the great preacher’s utterances. And after enduring it for a little
ey got up; and as they were walking down the aisle, he said, “That is
. AB soon as you are full to capacity, go home.” And there are people
fink they are reflecting on the preacher because forsooth the preacher




could not interest them. The trouble is, my friend, there is a sg
which is inhospitably disposed toward the truth.

There were many in Shunem who offered no welcome to the
God”; but this woman did, and because of that, “as oft as he pase
turned in thither.” Have you not noticed that when you are in the ri
of mind, that when the Spirit of God has touched you, and you have a «
of the face of Jesus Christ, that somehow or another all your friend:
you as prophets? You meet 2 man in the morning, and words of wis
to drop from his lips. You open, perhaps, in the few minute you has
disposal in the morning, God's Word, and, behold, it is like a bush t
with fire. You glance at your newspaper and, by contrast or cc
even that has a religious message. As often as the truth passes by i

thither to the heart that is hospitable to its coming.

But what was the secret of it? This woman said unto her
“Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which pass
continuaily. Let us make a little chamber, 1 pray thee, on the wal
us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlest ck—Ile
within our home a home for him, and let us tell him that it belon;
and that whenever he comes he may open the door and walk in ai
‘home in our home.” And so they made a home for the truth within
home. 1 do not wonder that Elisha loved to tarry there.

What is a Christian? What makes a Christian? It is not in an
act. The thing that differentiates a Christian from everybody else |
or she has a little chamber specially reserved for God, a place witt
her heart where God dwells. The Psalmist said, “I will not give slee
eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord
tation for the mighty God of Jacob.” He would make a little ch:
would find a place where God could be at home. 1 read the progra
certain church not far from here, in which it said that that church wi!
the command, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” And
reads that and says, “That is very good indeed.” O yes, so far ¢
But it is indicative of the awful drift of the time—“This church wi
the command: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself'” If we wi
out a programme for this church, I think we would say, “This ¢
magnify the first and the great commandment: ‘Thou shalt love the

* God',"—a place for God, and then a place for your neighbours too.

you see that is the tendency of the time, to welcome all the inh:
Shunem but to have no place for the prophet of God? A Christia
entiated from all others by this fact, that there is a place within tt
to God and to God alone. And God shall have the first place, an
at home within the human heart, if you extend hospitality to Jesus
friend. “Oh, I love my neighbour.,” Well, I question it, unless yo
As a matter of fact, [ do not believe it. Now, that is very plain. *
love thy neighbour as thyself”; but no man loves his neighbour

who does not love God first. Some neighbours are not very lovab)
are not very lovable to your neighbours either; it takes a good de
to love most of us. And indeed, we shall never do it unless firs
make a little chamber for God, and “the love of God is shed ab
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” Then we can

body. The first and the great commandment is always the first a1
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 adment—it is /never the second—a little chamber on the wall reserved

. “holy man df God,”:a place reserved for the truth, .
wwwmnmudtomumwholtupmemof this. “man of
she possidbly could; and 60 she gave dim, as I have eaid, a home within
fiome. And the only way by which she could give him the fregdom
house was to give him first of all a little place for himself alone. I do
ieani-that -we should confine God to a little chamber. We cannot confipe
a little chamber. When [ say that there is a compartment in life
| should be kept for God, I do not mean that God should be excluded
I gther departments of life. You give a guest in your own home. his
nd say to him, “This is your room” and as he feels at home there, he
J.-at home in all the rest of the house by your invitation.. The truth
fore, it is our privilege to invite the Lord Jesus to come aad live with
ng Him His own place—the supreme place—and then every room of
se will be blessed by His gracious presence.
WHAT Was THE REwaArp? What was the result? Does it psy to

this, is almost a thing of the past, in some quarters. There are some
who seem not to know how to entertain strangers, nor how to entes-
ybody. I suppose it is the high cost of living, and particularly the high
f rents; so that the little chamber on the wall is an expensive sort of
It is not, perhaps, that we would not have it if we could. But does
P What was this woman’s reward. Well, first of all, her reward was
sence of the man of God Himeself. And that was a benediction. Somehow
er the house was different while Elisha was living there. He brought
ing with him; there was an atmosphere about him that all the servants
ut I believe she found her chief reward in the presence of Elisha him-
ome good housewife throws up the windows and opens the doors, and
y to her, “What are you doing?” “Oh,” she says, “I love to entertain
h air. I love to open my house to the sunlight. I lfove the music of
s, and the fragrance of the flowers.” But do you say to her, “What do
t by being so hospitable?” If you did, her answer would be, “I get
r; I get sunshine; I get music; I get the fragrance of the flowers. They
it own reward.” And you cannot entertain the Lord Jesus without
ewarded by the simple fact of His presence. You cannot entertain -a

ness anywhere but you are the better for its incoming. There is a
t in doing good,” and even if there were no great day of rewards

(li will reward His servants, there is a delight, a satisfaction, in the
elf,

and one day the prophet said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunam-
0d when he had called her, she stood before him.” And he said,

t thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host?” What
day some humble stranger were to come to your door, and you were
Main him and give him a place in your home, and if he were to come
B the morning and disclose his identity, and you were to discover that
One of the richest men on earth, that he had so much wealth, and so

‘Were to say to you, “Now you have cordially received me. You have
the hospitality of your home not knowing who I was; and now all

5

jin angels unawares? The grace of hospitality, to make literal applica- -

| thought but your life is enriched by it. You cannot open your heart.

B then there was & very special reward in this case. She entertainad the .

st been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee?

Uence, and so much power, that he scarcely knew what to do with it,-
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my wealth is at your disposal. What ghall I do for you?” Wonlds
@ gréat day? But that is just exactly what the Lord Jesus does
why He comes. He comes to take up His abode within our hearts-
forthwith, “Whatsoever ‘ye shall ask the Fatlier in my name, he w
you.” “What shall I do for you?” is God’s call to all of us. The p
of that church, to which I referred, would rather suggest that it
chief obligation to say, “What shafl I do for God?” God has ne

. you to do anything for Him. There is not a word within the pag
Book that suggests that any man is ever required to work for God.

not need your work. “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for
is mine, and the fulness thereof.” We are “workers together with
you work with God or you do nothing. You might as well save yo
God is doing His work in the world. He does not need your puny «
being the channels of His grace, and the instruments of His power, t
the Holy Spirit, we may be used of God to do God’s will in the w.
never has Ho said to anyone, “Work for Me.” ‘We are to work with ]
He does say to us, “What shall I do for you?” The thing we neec
my brethren and sisters, is that we need God to do something for x
once sent for his Pastor, Nathan the prophet, and said unto him: “S
dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within ¢
would like to build an house for the Lord.” ‘“And Nathan said to
Go, do all that is in thine heart.™ But when the prophet was alone
the Lord gave him another message. And if I may paraphrase it
“When did I ever ask anybody to build an house for me? When I 1
house, I will build it myself.” And then he drew the curtain, and sa:
David, there is a plan. The Lord shall build thee an houge.” And tl
fell prostrate before God, and he said, “I thought I had to do som:
Thee; and I have just learned that all Thou requirest is that I be w
Thou shouldest do something for me.” “What is to be done for the
is what Christ asks of every one of us. That is why we meet thr
week for prayer—it takes us so long to tell out the desires of ¢
What a wonderful privilege is accorded this church! And every «
we have given to Jesus Christ His place in the life of this church,
to us and says, “What shall I do for you?” He is the Head of tl
He is the power and the glory of it. He is the same ]eau., ud
to-day what He did in time past. vetas

“Shall I speak for you to the king,” said Elisha, “or to the et]
host?” Would you have the Lord Jesus. speak to the King f
think we do not make enough of that. Never lose sight of th
“Christ died for our sins aoccording to the scriptures; and that he
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.'
down into the grave, and He was raised again, and “he shewed b
after his passion by many infallible proofs.” Hold fast to the 1
resurrection. He is our risen Saviour; but where ia He now?
parted, and He went up, up, to take His place at the Father's righ
He shall come again. He is now in the presence of God interce
“Wouldest thou be spoken for to the king?” The modern church j
Him to do anything; and the great mass of professing Christian
this high and holy privilege; for the Lord is in the midst of His pe
“What shall I do for you?”

Do we not need him to do something for us this morning?

tn do something for me. Whatever it may be, He comes with |
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mms "He/-/will spelak“:té—tl‘;q éap&;.n' gf-_' t':li_e‘flft;si:._* “He shali give hu

o chirge. oyer thee, to keep thee in,all’thy ways.” He is the Captain of

Lord’s host, and He will laok after. you, my friend, jf you agk Him.

int I niust hasten to say this: The wonder of ¢ all was that this woman

w0 reguest to make. She could not think of anything ehe wanted.. And

vhe saigl,' “J am going up now. Shall T speak to the king, or to the captain

¢ host?” she said, “I cannot think of anything I need. I dwell among mine
people. The fact is, I am perfectly content.” How much her content-
 was due to the visits of the man of God, perhaps she herself scarcely
». But I do think it is possible sometimes so consciously to dwell in the
mee of God as to feel that holy contentment, to come to a place where we
want to talk to Him without petitioning Him for any particular blessing.
may often be there, when, for the moment, a holy contentment fills the

{ this woman had longed for this many a year; but she never thought of
ig for it, because it was exceeding abundantly above all that she could
br think. It involved a miracle; it involved the -stoop of God; and she
r dreamed that God would do that for her. And so the prophet thought
ter, and planpgd for her, and gave her his promise which exceeded her
Wt imagining ‘And in due course there came into that house another life;
fhere was needed another little chamber. And oh how different, and how
p.' was that home! Jesus never ‘dwells alone. He makes the spiritually
. life fruitful; He filis the life“!:_i';h joy and gladness, and does for us
4 all our.imagining. Have you ever had God do that for you—something
sired put dared not utter? Now this woman had prayed for this very
and _‘&d not know it. It was an unuttered desire. "It was a longing of
gal-awhich had somehow or another registered itself with God. The other
jen 1 was in I pndon, one of the old deacons, a man of eighty years of
id to me, “I . am going down on the train with you tomorrow just for the
g#d for a talli” " He had served with a railway corporation and he had
s, ‘And "Ti:'e_'i’vere,"giding_tégether, he said: “You know I never had
money. I 'managed to 'save a very little. I worked for forty years, and
F retired with a little.pension: - And,” he said, “that little pension and the
Mt I, thanaged to saye just keeps my. wife and me. It does not take very
a &e.:xhvﬂe very simply. But it just ‘Keeps us so that we are not depen-

. 1 desired that all my life, and I have rebuked myself that I did not
 desire into a prayer and daily ask the Lord to do that very thing.
bave recently been thinking it was a prayer after all; that mayhbe the

depending upon anybody else. And I have come to the conclusion

FWer to. my prayer.” I told him I had no doubt about it at all. “Delight

in the Lord, and he shall give thee—not only the request on thy Lps,
me desires of thine heart.” There is a holy contentment, and there is a
Fen we cannot put into words the desire that is within. But the spirit
: Yho dwells within us, interprets our desire; the Holy S_pirit with
E*88 which cannot be uttered makés intencession for us according to-the

., God; and the answer comes: “The wilderness and the solitary place

g% or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be
!y Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end
us pray. - :
1

ORI N

ind what then? Somebody clse will do our thinking: “He is able to do -
eding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” And there was ome .

dren; and in my old age—I am just eighty—I am quite inde-

w what 1 desired, that I might just be able to live my closing years’

Bvas praying all the time and did not know it, and that the Lord answered -
Pyer, and that now as the shadows gather about me I am just receiving

» glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” . -
%0 Him that is able to do “exceeding abundantly above all that we |
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EDITORIAL

THE FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST.

At the Executive meeting of the Baptist Bible Union of Nort
held in Jarvis Street this week, it was definitely decided to commenc
lication of a monthly paper which should plead the cause of the pri
which the Bible Union stands. After a good deal of consideration,
cided that the new publication should be issued under the name of *]
mental Baptist.” Once upon a time all Baptists were Bible Bapti
were Baptists because they believed the Bible, and because they b
authority of the Bible as the Word of God to be supreme. But no
all kinds of Baptists. It was, therefore, decided to give the Unios
name that would carry its own meaning upon the face of it. The
will be “The Fundamental Baptist.” It is really another name for
tament or Apostolic Baptist.

The Editor-in-Chief of this paper will be Dr. W. B. Riley, of M
He will have associated with him a group of men representing diff
of the United States and Canada, who will write upon the progs
work of the Union and the spread of modernism. We can promise «
that “The Fundamental Baptist” will be full of good things from its
‘We are aware that the observation of “the Preacher” of Ecclesiast
emphatically true to-day than ever, that of “the making of many &
is no end.” The same is true of the issuing of papers; and yet it see
sary to issue this one. It will be a magazine unlike anything else
to your table. It will have a message all its own. It will put ir
blood of weak saints, and bring inspiration to all who do battle fo

We wish that every reader of The Gospel Witness would als
subscriber to “The Fundamental Baptist.” The subscription prie(
ably be about $1.00 per year; and The Gospel Witness office will
receive subscriptions at once. The first issue will appear, it is exp

the first of November.

“IF YE KNOW THESE THINGS.”

We live in a day when many run to and fro and knowledge
There are many, indeed, who would set the price ‘of knowledge 2
and knowledge is not to be despised. There is much truth in the
knowledge is power; but Paul declared that he was willing to sa«
thing “for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his
knowledge of Christ excels all other knowledge. The Lord Je
taught the truth but He exemplified it. He moved among men :
served. He stooped to wash the disciples’ feet. And when He

)



Ryis disciples an example of-the dignity of humble service, He said:
inow these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” And bappiness in the
ind highest sense depends always on our doing the things we know
p be done. A fuller knowledge of Scripture will minister to our greater
g8 just in proportion as we yield a fuller obedience to the Word.

fre is probably not one of the readers of The Witness who has not
many a blessing as a result of their failure to do the things they knew
ght to do. One may know that he ought to speak to the person next
in the car or in the shop or elsewhere; and he will be happy only as
so. Another may know that he ought to be more generous in his
o the cause of Christ, and that he could do what he ought to do; but
-never be happy until he obeys the generous impulse of the Spirit of
hin him. Someone else knows that he or she ought to be baptized.
hching of Scripture is perfectly plain on the subject; and knowing this
| one may read many books and hear many sermons and attend many
fions with the desire to find the secret of Christian joy, and yet miss
to be found in the principle suggested by this article, because “if ye
hese things, happy are ye if ye do them.”

“IN SEASON, OUT OF SEASON.”

g Christian must be always about his Master's business. We must
nd pray even “out of season.” Somehow or other, from somewhere
strawberries even in January. Thus fruit may always be found for
“Though knowest not which shall prosper, whether this or that.”
who seeks always to be witnessing has many a surprise at the re-
ich come from unlikely places. One wonders to see an unusually
field where all around the ground is stoney. Thus the fruit of the Sp:rit
pom words spoken “out of season” in out of the way places.
if this be so, what may we not expect from seed sown “in season.”
P spoken in season, how good it is.” Therefore now that the holiday
r and children have returned to school, and the more favourable
Pr reaching people is upon us, we ought to see greater blessing than
jided the ministry of the churches during the summer months. The '
Even in the natural order of things we none of us have long to
Let us resolve that this season shall be the most fruitful of our
piritual service.

A FINE ACHIEVEMENT.

]““ﬂl’y, under the leadership of Mr. McKay, the Parliament Street
Workers determined upon the renovation of the building. On Sunday
Hay last the auditorium, so beautiful as to be a credit to any church
W, was reopened with all bills paid. And the money, over $300.00 was
ged at Parliament Street. Well done, Mr. McKay and staff}

“Could we with ink the oceans dll, ’

And were the skies of parchmment mede, :

Were overy stock on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade;

‘To write the Love of God abowe
Would drain the oceans dry;

Nor could the ecroll contain the whole
Tho' stretched from sky to sky.”




With the Children -

“NUMBER TWA” AT THE PRAYER MEETING.

NE dark, cold and atormy night after a long day's trainp, the'i
Alister felt sorely tempted to remain at home instead of going
prayer meéting, et which he knew no one else would be bu

Batty.

His good wife fondly ettempted to persuade him to remain at
once, but a viclon came before his eyes. It was of ¢the last praye
when the good old lady had noticed him looking eround the empty
e discouraged air, and had said, “Dinna ye be discouraged, sir. Tws
have the Almighty in our midst, and ten thousand couwldna mair.”

So out he etepped into the darkness and struggled through win
to the schoolhouse, to enjoy the presence of God, and communion
along with his old parishioner.

A few Fridays afier this old Mrs. Batty had the misfortune to
leg. Juet after tea, although she was suffering great pain, she i
comed the presence of her little grandson.

“Let him come in,” she eald. *“What a mercy it's the auld w
and not the bairn’s that is broken.”

“Who's going to eay prayers wi’ the minister the night?’ asked

“Bh, dearie me!” groaned Mre. Batty in real distress. “It's }
here an’ think o' the meetin’. It's the firet time I'll hae been away,
"twill be terrible disheartenin’ to the minister. I've been number tw
six weeks noo, and there’ll be naebody to step into my ehoes the
t.hlnklna " continued the old lady to a kind neighbour who had ¢
help nurse her.

Robbie listened sllently to his gran’s lament, and luer on, while
was busy, he slipped on his Hitle overcoat. His lips were mutte
minedly, “The minister’ll no’ be alane. Robbie’ll go an’ say his p
him”; and out into the dusky street trotted the baby. He knew :
the schoolroom, but half-way up the street he was stopped by a b
hurrying home to his tea.

“Weel, laddie, an’' what may ye be doin’ at this time?" -

Robble looked up, and holding his head in the air, eaid, with
importance in his tone, “Robbie’s goin’ to say his p'ayers wi' the n
night inetead o' granny!”

The farmer scratched his head, and stood looking at t.he chlld
ment.

Ay, ye'll be Mre. Batty's daughter’s bairn,” he eatd slowly; “an’
grenny? ltlttmoMshehnbrokenherM‘l" oo
" Robble nodded gravely. o

“Grauny’s ‘in bed, gn’ Robble's goln’ w be number twe, @
A-m;ghty will come. He aye did when granny wont, icause He eaid

And then, after a few moment's thought, Peter Quirls.followe:
footsteps. ‘He paused when he came to the eghoolroom. Robble, af
struggle with the latch, had opened the door and goné in. Peter
the porch. Partly out of curiosity, partly out of ehdme, he pee
the door to watch the ecene.

The minister was there. One dim oit lunp was burning, an
nailed boots clattering up the room resounded through the build
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fooked at the Jiitle fellow in wonder, as he approached him.
le of recogpition 1it ap his tired face.
Batty’s little grandson! Have you come with a méssage from her,

" .
Pve come myseld.”
i isnit your granny coming?”

tumbled all the way downstairs,” eald the child, with grave

: “she boked her leg, an’ she wented to bod, and the dootor came!”

, dear! How very sad! I must come and see her.” And with e
the minister looked round the emipty schoolroom.

in the act of turning down the lemp, when Robbie’s voice arrested

n the A'mighty here the night. I s’pect He will come noo when He
fere.” - :
" Algoter started.
hy?” he asked the child, only helf understanding his speech.
anny says He p’omised if there was twa {0 come, an’ I've comed mysel’,
ber twa inetead of granny!” .
pre was silence; the inmocent upturned face of the child brought the
b the minister's eyes, and Peter Quiris from his post at the door felt
p lump rise in his throat.
ve you come to pray with me, Robbie?” asked the minister, laying his
y tenderly on the flaxen curly head.
phie nodded solemnly.
ban say my p’ayers, an’ ye can say yours, an’ them the A'mighty winna
disappointed ’‘cause naebody wanted to p'ay to Him.”
fhout a word the minister dropped on his knees, and with a little fuds
fter the child did the same, steadying bhimself by clutching hold of the
fihe table with his two fat hands. Peter Quirls stepped inside and knelt
§ the door. He heard the minister pourlng out his soul to his Maker
gerfectly oblivious of the child’s presence after the first moment or
I prayed for the sick, the tempted, the weak, the suffering, and also
kell-satisfied, prosperous memdbers of his flock. Not one was forgotten;
bble knelt on, his blue eyes alternately glancing from the minister's
l&ce 10 the roof of the school-room, where in his childish fashion he wes
expecting to see signs of the “Almighty’s” presence.
Minister paused. Robblie uttered a fervent and hearty “Amen,” and
ad at last to take some active part himself, Mfted up his baby volce,
reverent tones, Tepeated his simple evening prayer. That was the
W t0 Peter Quirls.
M he heard the lisping, childish voice, and realized that of all the min-
g, only one baby of five years could be found to take part in the
Ty prayer meeting, he rose to his feet, stumblod awkwardly up the
2 in broken, humbled tones, added his prayer to the others.
they rose from their knees, he grasped the minister's hand,
M niver see me absent from this prayin’ again, minister!” he said
pand then, without another word, he hurried away.
e looked after him with wondering eyes.
Pre was anither number twa,” he sald; “come and tell granny!”
later on, when Mrs. Batty learnt that her broken leg was the turning
the history of that small meeting; when she had sufficlently recoversd
e b0 take part in it ‘again, and found herself in the midst of twelve
Sl otlicré; wihen she heard that the story of her little grandson’s aét
E2d through the village, and shamed every member of the church, she
® her voice and sang in the faitiess of gratitude and praise—

““Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace.’”
¢ Quiirls was never tired of telling bis experience that Friday evening;
- Would always conclude with these words— '
*0 arrow that plerced my heart through and through was the words o
® laddle, ‘T can say my p'ayers, an’ ye can say yours, an’ then the
winna go 'way disappointed ’cause naebody wanted to p'ay to Him!""
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i . A WEEK OF BLESSING.

L Jarvis Street Church enjoyed a very great treat dyring this we
I e addresses delivered by the members of the Executive of the Baptist Bi
L‘ 'O of North America. The addresses of Dr. Pettingill on “Qur Unchanging
A : Tk and that of Dr. Dixon on “Why I am an Evangelical Christian 2
} ! Modernist,” will not soon be forgotten. Although it was the first r

! the series, the church was full. Great interest was manifested, nc
‘ : : the addresses, but in the organization whose principles the speakers
i ’ to plead. There is a prospect that the other meetings of Wedne
Thursday will be of equal interest, but of these we will have somethi
next week.
Wednesday afternoon the Deacons and Deaconesses of Jar
i . Church eatertained the members of the Executive of the Union, and
o tist Pastors, and the Baptist ministers of the city at luncheon. Abou
- the ministers of the city were present, in addition to the Deacons ane
o esses and members of the Executive of the-Union. The occasion w
l - very happy fellowship; and we have reason to hope awakened great i
! the Baptist Bible Union.
i

TO THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH.
We rejoice to announce that the women of Jarvis Street are to

| ' the “Open Meeting” of the “Women’s Home Mission Board” on
. - next, September 20th. This involves three things: First, it will be
l to prepare the tables and serve hot tea and coffee at the luncheon hou

e e the presence of every lady in the church is desired in order to give
C welcome to our guests, who will be coming from all the Baptist ct

the city to this historic church in which the Women’s Hom:
Society was organized; third, we want every woman in the church
i and share the inspiration of the sessions.
o These “Open Board Meetings” are not business meetings. The
. missionary inspiration and spiritual uplift. No one should miss ti
. morning session will be in the Sunday School Hall at 10.15. At
Olive Copp, of Timmins, will be present. At noom, Rev. T. J. M
i Dovercourt Road Church, will lead the Intercession Hour. This;
, will be a time of real consecration and power. Then at 2 o'cl
Christabel Pankhurst will bring “The Message of the Hour.,” Th
. be a “feast of fat things,” if God, the Holy Spirit, be with us. Pra)
o T may be so, and praying, come, and bring others.

. - We are requested to announce that gentlemen will be welcome

to hear Miss Pankhurst’s address.

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY.

) T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. Randolph 0628.

. . Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson (

| giolt Beoakley, Church Clerk and Offce Secrstary, ToL ML %670,

: .. . Je unday o0l dupernn ent, t. Te

v : C. Leonard , Director of Music, 1139 St. Clair Amu:gl. Tel.
William Fraser, Pastor’s Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave. Tel Randolpl

-

! @le Clmreelh Galendar

Sunday. For the week beginning Sunday, Sept. 16th, 1923.

10.00—Prayer Service in the Church Parlor. Mr. George Greenway

10.30—Communion Service.

11.00—Public Worship. The Pastor will preach.

3.00—The Bible 8School will meet.

6.00—Prayer Me in Church Parlor. :

7_m._Puh(l’ic Worship. The Pastor will preach. Baptism will b
tered.

9.00—The Pastor will preach in open air on church grounds.

, Thursday and Baturday—8 o’clock—Prayer Meetin,

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. gmdny: B
3.00. Evangelistic 8ervice, 7.00—Rev. W. L. McKay.
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