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"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we dol"
Acts 2: 37. 

THIS Chapter gives us an accou~t of' the first public preaching of the 
triumphant goslIel of the ;resurrecti~m; and the verse I ha1'e just read to 
YOll ·is the response of the ·people who heard the message, who were 

pricked in theld' .heart, and cried out, ",Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
Just to stir up the 'pure minds of believ.ere by way of rem'embrance, and 

also to endeavour to. bring home to the heart and conscience of any uncon
rerted man or woman here the glreat central truths of the Gospel, I want to 
go over this exceedingly famHiar chapter with you Ithis evening. I do not 
know w·hy I s'l1ou-ld do so; ·but so often nowadays I fi,nd my own plans put 
aside and some special Scripture at the last moment urgently laid upon my 
own heart, and it oftentimes later ,transpires that God in His wi!i'dom so 
ordered events that some one dropped in to the service who specially needeol 
the particular message given. 

It is well for us, then, to refresh ou.r'minds by consideration of what was 
involved -in this Pentecostal mest;lage. It was when they !heard certain things 
they were ,pricked in their heart. And it would appear that, although the 
Word was accompa.ilied by the power of the Holy Ghost, the ll'esuIt was not 
altogeth'6l' without Il'elati'on to the paJ1"'tI.cular truth whiJCh was' declared. 
The result, indeed, was and is attri'buted to the special word which was spoken. 
Not when they ·heard, but when they heard this plllrticular message, they were 
pricked in their heart. I 'know it is a com¥lonpIace to say t'l1at -if we are to 
'have Pentecostal visitations and !Pentecostal results, we need to go back to 
Pentecostal methods and to the (Pentecostal message. And so I w'ant you to 
enquire with me-you will hardly need to open your ;Bi'bles; to those of you 



WIho ·a'oo Ohlrill'tians, -this: ·second iChapter mwIIt be ISO familiar as to Ibe fastened 
~n YOlW" mamory .......... just what are tthe great caroml principles to which this 
dri'V'inely IIISIPiI"ed ·preaoh~r gave emplJatic uttel'l8lllJC8 on ,that iPenoocostal 
occasion. 

I. IFi'rst of all, he dealt with TH)!: !FACT OF CHRIST, with Jesus as an his
toric flgure. I know it was a matter of recent -history with them-but still it 
was in the past-that there had come into the midst of them a man-"Jesus 
of N~zareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and 
sIgns, which God did, 'by him, in ·the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know." 
Peter began on' the plane where all his hearers could follow him-not with 
an elaborate quotation from some forgotten clasSic, not with any apology for 
speaking the -name of Jesus: he dealt with this great outstanding fact, that a 
hu·man personality had appeared among men, for which men must :find some 
explanation, and toward whom they must learn rightly to· relate themselves. 
Aild so, my lIriend, the great business of the preach Ell' to-day, as then, is to 

'speak abol;1t Jesus Christ. He has no other message. However long his min· 
istry may be, however varied his congregation, however often he may pro· 
claim the truth, he wilol never exhaust ,the fullness of teaching that Is involved 
in the very Name of Him "in whom are hid all the ,treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge ... for i·n him dwelleth aU the llulness' of the Godhead bodily." 
We may speak of Jesus every day, and all the day, and all the yeam, and 
through a:H eternity. This is the wonder of wonders that God was manifest 
in the flesh, that "the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." 

Now, it may be that some one here is wondering what this old·fashIoned 
preacher will have to say this evening. It may be that there is some onc 
hel'e who is entirely out of sympathy wi·th the old posiUon. I received a letter 
on'ly last week from a lady at a distance saying that she was not a'ble to accept 
tile position of the higher critics; she was not able to receive .the New Tl;1eology; 
nor was she able to take the old ilOsition, particularly In relation to the ScrIp· 
tures; and s·he 'believed that ,she -had ,found a 'happy medium. Well, I do not 
k,now what sort of people are here to-night. W'e have some strange people 
come i-n here sometimes; and it may be that there is some one man whose 
heart is not set u'pon Christ, but ·upon whom the heart of Christ is set, and 
w,ho has come in here without any intention whatever of meeting with .Christ -
or of yielding to His Gospel. And yet it maybe that in the sovereig·nty of 
His grace and mercy, the .Lord has designed to compel your 8uN'ender, and 
utterly and absolutely and for ever to bind you to Himself as His bondslave. 
Now, where can I begin with you? If there i.s one here to-night who says, 
"Well, Sir, I do not subscribe to the old·fashioned view of the i'nspiration of 
Semptul'e, and ,I ,do ·not Ibe;!!ieve in 'tihe Vlicwrious I8:ton-ement," ---fbut let us stop 
there. You cou,ld entertain me for half the nIght teIling we what you do not 
believe: I want to talk with )'UU on the ground of what you do believe. Never 
mind about what you do -not believe. Let us see if there is ,not some pl8.ce 
·of meeting w'here, while there aa-e some things we do not hold in c9mmon, we 
ca:n at ile8:!lt ,find oom·mon ground u'pon wqi,clr ,to :tJ~. lAnd. [ say, you 
.cannot deny the fact of Jesus Christ; you cannot deny Jesus of iNazareth as 
a. ,fact of his,tory. He is a tflgure on ,the page of history;. you cannot blot Him 
out no matter 'how much you try; you cannot ignore !Him; you dare not say, 
if you have any sense at all, ·that you 8Il'6 sll('perior to a considemtion of ,the 
'fact .that one human ,personality f.n the long ago appeared Wjho has exerted 
such a tremendous influence upon the world that even to-day His Name is 
above every name. If you are a Unitarian, you may say, '''1 agree with you 
~nly so· far as we in common admit that. Jesus lived, that .t'llere was f!uch a 
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Person as JilSUs."-"Jesv.s of Nazareth," said Peter, "a man approved of God 
among you." Did He live? Well, .if He did, wha.t explanation are we ·to give 
for the fact of Christ? How did Peter explain it on the day of Pentecost? 

II. The next thing he dealt with was HIS DEATH. That, too, was an 
historic fact. Jesus of iNazareth lived, and Jesus of Nazareth died; and there 
was no doubt ·abou·t it. All Jerusalem knew it. It was a matter of public 
knowledge -that Jesus of Nazareth had been crucified. Nor wiU the vari·ous 
sceptics question for a moment ·that simple statement that Jesus lived and 
died. 

But Wihat explanation had this apostolic, .this Pentecostal preacher, to offer 
for the death of Christ? iFirst of .all, he said .there was a human element in 
It: "Him ... y·e ·have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." 
Now, historically, that was tr.ue; the dellith of 'CbJrist was not unrelated to 
human action. It was by human hands the cross was made; by human hands 
the crown of thorns was platted; by human hands the nails were driven; by 
human hands the spear was thrust into His sid·e; i.t was by men that Jesus was 
crucified. There could not be found to-day a man who would justify the death 
of Christ. I do not think I could find anybody here who wou·Id for a moment 
.say that Pilate was rIght in delivering. Jesus up .to death. I ·think we should 
all agree with Peter that, whatever be thil ultimate eXiplanation, so far as 
human parti"cipation in ·that grea.t tragedy was concerned, the hands that put 
.Tesus on the cross were "wieked hands." My friend, you may deny that Jesus 
died ,for your sins according to the scripture; but the ·truth is that the same 
principle, ,the same antagonism toward all ,that Jesus represented in that day, 
may 'be discovered in 'human hearts and in human Uves to-day. The world 
.is full of "wicked hands." If Jesus Christ in the simplicity of His sinless life 
were here, in all the majesty of His holiness-If He, the very incarnation of 
truth, were here ·to-day, if He were to come even into our churches .to-day, 
He would be crucified again. For o1h.e life He lived, and the life He exempli:f:led, 
:and the life He taught, and the life He requires of every man, is just the life 
.that men and women are resolved not to live; and they will crou·cify any maIl 
who dares to commend that example to them. 

But .there is a further explanation: Peter tau·ght .them that although men 
'were responsible, yet ·there was a divine ·purpose in it: "Him, 'being delivered 
'b17 the determinate cOUll·sel and foreknowledge of :God." He said .the cross 
·wa·s np accident; the cross was divinely .planned; the cross was not a mis
.car.riage of justice; the cross was not a denial .of the moral government of 
-the universe; the cross was of God's ordering: He was "delivered by the 
.determinate counsel and foreknowledge o.f God." 'Now, if once you admi·t that, 
then you must find some other eX'planation of the cross than merely thlllt men 

'were n·atively and inherently opposed to Jesus. The truth is, it was the offer
:ing of a great sacril:f:lce; it was -the great atonement; 1t was the fuIfilment of 
.all that God had promised. 

I have not time to .go into it in detail this evening. I am merely sug· 
.gesting to you, first of all, the fact of -the Ufe of Christ; and the fact of -the 
.·death of Christ; a.nd these two. elements in His death-man did U; God planned 
It. Wlhy? Peter said it was the fulfilment of pro.phesy. He said .the death 
of Jesus was the fulfilmen.t o.f aU that was promised in the scriptures; it was 
. no accident. He said somewhat more elaborately what the Apostle iPaul said 
when he summed up the whole Gospel: ''For I delivered unto you first of aU 
'that which I a.lso received, 'how that Christ died for our sins according to 
.the scriptuRs; and that he was burled, and that he rose again the third day 
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according to ,the scriptures." Now that was Peter's claim on the day of Pente
cost that Jesus Christ was the Lamb of God Who had come to ,take away thP. 
sins of the world; and that His going to the cross was the execution of the 
divine plan, and ,the fulfilment of God's eternal 'purpose. ,But now -he must 
establish that truth. They would say, "Yes, sir, we know He lived; we k·no"' 
He d,ied; we know we crocirfied Him! but When y.ou talk about God as having 
anything to do w.ith it, when you say He is the Messiah, !!hen we have a con
troversy with you." 

III. But again, this apostolic preacher said that not only did He live, 
not only did He die by human hands and by' divine purpose, and was buried, 
but he added, "Whom God 'hath raised up, having loosed .the pains of death: 
because it was not ,possi'ble that he should be holden of it." ~,theriefore, 

declared that this great and surprising truth of the i1hy,sical resurrection of 
Jesus was the proof of the value of His death. The resurrection is the inter
pretation of the significance of the death of Christ. He mighot have died as a 
martyr; He might have died as a mere zealot who was pursuing some high 
and noble Ideal; but what a;bout His resurrection from the dead? You set', 
my friend, the resurrection is the complement of the trut'h of the crucifixion, 
and the only adequate interpretation of that fact. Then a~n, ,they said 
in their hearts: "We do not believe in the r·esurrection. We 'have done with 
Jesus of !Nazareth." But said this Apostle: "This Jesus ha.th God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses." And he declared His resum-ection to ·be the 
fulfilment of S·cripture. David spoke of it, David predicted it; and He has 
been raised from the dead. 

IV. But what is the proof of the resu.rrectf.on? He i.s not here. If Jesus 
could wal'k these aisles this evening, if He could show 'himself a;live by many 
Infallible proofs, do you think it would be possible in aH the world to :finrl 
anything that could compete in its attractive power with that tremendous 
fact that the risen Saviour is in a :particular place? I wiH venture to say that 
the~e would be no buildi·ng in ,this city, or in any other city, that w·ould be 
large enough ,to hold the people i( Jesus in the flesh were to show "himselt 
alive after his passion by many infallible proofs" to-day. Now, thoat is what 
Peter preached, and he quoted 'Scripture. 'But that was not all; fo~ he in 
effect said: "You 'have come together to ask an explanation of what you have 
seen in this group of men and women who have now been gathered together 
these many days in 'prayer. You have said that they are drun'k, but I tell 
you that they are not drunk; that the explanation of what you 'have seen and 
heard is in the fact that a man called Jesus lived, that He wa.s crucified, and 
He was 'buried, and He was raised again trom the dead, and that He has· been 
exalted ,to God's right hand, and that He from His throne in glory has shed 
forth this which ye all see and hear." 

Wlhat then was the ·prool of the resurrection of Jesus? :Follow me. The 
resurrection interpreted the death: t'he -death and the Ufe were indisputa:ble. 
The resurrection was proved by what-? Merely by the ·testimony of those who 
had seen Him? No! The resurrection, the divine authority, and sufficiency, 
and finaUty of the whole revelation of God in Christ was establified by' a 
church that was fiHed with the Holy Ohost. There i·s no use of your talking 
about ,the resurrection unless you have ,that to back you; there is no use of 
your writi-ng books about it, and preaching sermons about lot, unLess you can 
prove the Lordship of Jesus, the Sovereign Savio·urh-ood of .the Incarnate God, 
unless you can .produce the evidenc,e that He is still wor.king and still doing 
what He said He would do. This preacher stood up in the midst of that con
gregation, and ·because of the evid£lnce of the Holy Ghost in .the midst of the 
assembly, he said: "Therefore let all the ,house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God 'hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have Crucified, both Lord 'and Christ." 
If He 'is not Lord and Christ in your life,and in the church to which you be
long, well, then, all the books in the w9rld that you may write wllI not esteb-
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· lish the truth of His ·Lordship. That is the evidence-that He has received 
fr.om the Father the 'pro~ise of the ~IY Ghost, and He hath sheci: forth' th~s. 

Have you ever us.ed your imsgination on that congregation at Pentecost? 
I wonder who were there! I wonder what Peter saw when he stood up with. 
the 'eLeven! ,1 wonder if Caiphas was there! 1 WIOuder if all the kindred of 
tlhe iM~ :Pl"ieet !Wet'e 1lh'ere! 1 woOnder .If ,the soldieN w:ho ,nalled Him oto the 
cross were there! I wonder if the maid who said ,to iPeter, "Thou art also of 
them"-was she stan.ding down there! 1 wonder -if the servant of the high 
priest Who was kinsman of him whos.e ear \Peter had cut off, who said, "Of 
q., truth this ,fellow also was wioth him: for he is a Galilean"-'1 wonder if he 
was there! I expect they were all there. 'Wruln they heard of t'his mighty 

, supernatua-al manifestation in ,this groUP of people who had followed after' 
J.esus, 1 think it is most likely that they aal 'gathered together to see What was 
happening. And if they were there, don't you think that servant girl had a 
different opinion about Peter? S'he remember,ed when tauntingly she had 
sai·d, "Thou art also of them," and she saw the iook of ,terror on his fa.ce. 
And she remembered that 'Peter had said, "No, don't associate me with' Him." 
But now, iPeter, a verita;ble lion, clothed with divine majesty, -looked into th!! 
vl)ry eyes of. the murderers of his 'Lord, and said: "Him. . ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain"-bold as a lion,' as though he 
wouId ll'ush into the very jaws of heH, if need be, in dellence of his Lord; 1 
think the maid must have said, or at least thought, "Something has happened. 
Oh, there is a miracle t4ere. He is not the same man at all." 

~d, the s.im'ple S'\1:~estIJoIlo I make is t'his; that W1hat a sdn-l\ldck !Workl 
needs. to-day is to know that Christ is on the 'throne, and that He still 'has 
power to shed forth This, which can accomp'lisoh a revolution in a man like 
Peter, and make him a new man. There are thousands of men and women in 
t'his city, beaten, defea:ted, running bellore the enemy, tryin-g to justify them
selves; who'yet, in their h'earts long for Somebody Who can put His aluiighty 
hand upon them and change them utterly. Hav,e you the message? What is 
the use of wasting their time preaching a so-caned "social gospel"? It Is 
proverblaUy difficuU to make bricks without straw, but it is im'lKlssible to 
build 'houses without ,bricks or stones. A morally vital soociety can be fashioned 
only of "Uving stones." That ,man wi1lh whom ~ IWOl'lk knows very' well that 
the iPiliague ,that has oto ,be deaA1t wUh ,is not ,m, ihis environment 'Promari:ly; i.t1B.tn 
his own heart. You must have a gospel that will assure him that there il 
Somebody Who can make him over by the power of God. 

,My 'friends, you who are unconverted, let me preach this to you. I am 
afraid that too often, evan when Christ crucified is preached, He' is preac'hed 
merely as an Object of ,faith, as an objective Saviour; and we may tell men 
what Jesou:s :has done for them; ·thwt. He paid ;their debit, ,that !He cancelled their 
obligation; and leave them with t'he impression that it is all outside of them
selves. They say, "Yes, sir, 1 can understand all that. God's grace, may abound, 
and He may ,forgive even such sin as mine." 'But if they were to, speak their 
hearts they wouid say, "I am just li'ke othe leper in the Book who came to 
tlhe SaV'llo.UT and 's'aid,'Ilif thOUI wil't thou canst maike m,e c1ean'--.not, Thou 
canst save ·me from d'eath:; not, rI'hiOlU' canst gilVe me :'back the use ,of my fingers, 
my ·failing sight, and hearing, and help me to bear the burdens .of life. No, 
not that! He said: 'If thou wilt, thou canst make ·me clean.' 1 would rather 
be clean than anything else; and un-less '1 can be clean. 1 would like to die; 
for 1 am an outcast; 1 am ,loathsoome to myself and 'everybody else. 1 want 
a power that can make me clean." Don't you see? We have too often, perhaps, 
told you only of the Oibjootive value of the ,death of !Ohrlist, of what He has done 
for you; without ,preaching the doctrine of tihe power .of the Holy Ghost. 
Now, remember, Peter was preaching to unconverted people. He said: "I 
preach a !Saviour W,ho has shed fort'h this. He can make a new man of you,. 
and change YOl1 as He has changed me." And SoO whi'le 1 preach the blood of 
Christ in a1:1 its cleansing power to wash away' OUll' sins, let me tell you tha.t 
I declare in His Name that t'here is a living -Saviour and there is an ever
present Haly Spirit Who comes to take up His abode in human hearts, and to 
make us-you and me-the ltving evIdences of the truth of the resurrection; 
and theref,o·re of the whole Christian revelation. 

V. "!Now when thw heard this, they were pricked in th'eir heart, and 
sa.ld unto Peter and to, the ~est of th~ apost,les, Men and 'brethren, w~at Itha~l. 
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we ·do!'~ I 'WOIDdet is oflhel'e somabod,. 'here tJb1s, evening, are ·tlbiere 'ma~ 'bere 
tliis 'eYenbig, who are prepared' to say, "Well, sir, 1 wou'ld ilke to know What 
I ought to do, in view of that great fact. 1 know Jesus UV'ed, I know He died, 
aDd 1 am compelled to admit that here and 1!lJ,ere at d.eut 1 have met men and 
women who are the proofs of His resurrection. .And if that .Saviour is livin, 
and can do that for me, 'I wish· you would tell me what to do, and I wish you 
would tell me now!" its· Ibhere anYbody ill·ere Uke that? Any.body 'here who 
would like to ·know what to do! . ,. 

Peter said, "Repent-change your mind, change your attitude toward Jesu!:! 
Christ. Accept Him. at His own estimate. Give Him in your thought and in 
your 'heart the place God gives Him in His holy Scripture. Repent-you drove 
the nalls, you platted the thorns, you rejected Him, you said 'lNot thisiilan 
but Barabas', now Il'everse· the verdict and say, I. want Jesus, and 1 will 
take Him just exactly as the :Scripture represents Him ·to me; I will yield 
to Him; 1 will accept the truth that He died for my sins according to the 
scripture; and that wh,en He went down into the grave He went down ·as my 
substitute, that my sins we.nt down into t'he grave with Him, and that when 
He was raised from the dead and ascended into the heavens, that He Went 
up to the glory as my representative, and that He is tl¥lre naw as the pledp 
of a new race of redeemed humanity." Do you repent? That is what it mel,UlS 
to repent of sin-right about face. . 

"And be baptized everyone of you." 1 ought not to say that! Somebod,. 
fI8IY18, "Tlhat preachoer ·i·s gomg. .to 61poil1: it all. Wh,. does Ihe in1irodu'oo 
the suibject of ba.ptism?" He d·o~. not in.troduce :the nbject of 'baptiem,; he 
limply refuses to exclude it.' It is introduced already; it was there on the 
day of Pentecost. "What shall we do? Then Peter said unto'them, Repen·t, 
and 'be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis
sion of slns."-ff you believe aU this, if you believe in His death and His burial 
and His reswrrection, then obey; put on the badge ofdiscipleehip, and pro
claim to the world thoat you hav,e died with Him, that )'{IU have been ·buried 
with Christ .by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walik: in newnes'S 
of me." '1,'hat is what Peter preached on 'the day of ~Pentecost. That is what 
I preach now. That is what we should always preach. It 'has its place: in 
God's plan: "Foor the promise is unto you." ·Mark that! "Repent, and 'be 
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shaill receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you-not .only to US apostles, not only to the chosen ministers of the c'hurch 
-for the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 8If.ar 
off, even as many as the Lord our 'God shall call." Just as surely as tliere 
Is ·the promise of the cleansinog blood for ev,ery one who will repent, so tl:lere 
·lis ·the promise o.fthe fulness am.d the ipower of oflh'e Holy Ghost .to .every one 
who will obey Him: "The Holy Ghost, whom God haUl given to them that 
obey him." 

And then what happened? "They that glaiily received his word were 
baptized." There were some people who did not receive His word very gladly, 
I suppose. But there were those who said, "I am so g.lad that Jesus is not: in 
the gra.ve; I am so glad to know that He is 'the Lamb of -God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world'; I a.m so glad to know that He is raIsed from""the 
dead, and that He h-as as'cended .Into th'e glory:" "Tlbey .thoatgladly ·receilVed 
his word were baptized." 

Alre 'You ~'ng! to dio the same tJhi.ng? An"e ,you glad? Of COUll'Se, 
you are. How many others are glad! 1 confess 1 am; it is the greatest "joy 
of my life--quite often the only joy-but 1 can conceive of no message that 
c~ bring greater gladness to the human heart than this: that Jesus lives to 
be our Saviour, as we sang just n~w: 

"Hallelujah! what a Saviou'r! 
HaJ.leludah! what a Friend!" 

Then if ·you have gladly received His word, why don't you do what He tellll 
you :to do! But 1 am n~t a. Baptist. I 'WI&S 'brou~b.t up a iPre~yterian." 
130mebody else, perhaps, WIll say, '''1 was born a Methodist." No, you were 
not. You nia,. have 'been ib01'l1l a. modern iMethodfst; bu.t a real !Methodist 1s 
Blways "born again." 1 wUl tell you what you were, you ~ere born a great 
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big 'thumping sinner. Perhaps you were not so very big wh,en you were boru, 
but you soon showed it was in you. But that is not the qUestion, how you· were 
trained in early years. 'iBut now that you have eome by the illumination ot 
~he Holy SpIrit, and with God's' Holy Word before you, to ·leam for yourselves 
what Is w'ritten libere, do not stop' ·toascertain whether it is Methodist, or 
PJ;'f!sbyoterian, or Anglica~, or iBaptist;find out what is in Scripture, and do 
what God tells you.. And if you do not, say that you don't, and do not pretend 
that you do; d'O not pretend that you believe in th.e Inspiration and authority 
ofScri-ptu·re when you 'believe .only just so ·far as it pleases you. Do IIIOt take 
the ground that when it runs across your ow,n theory, you must be allowed to 
put it aside. 

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and ,the s'ame 
day there were ad·ded unto 'them about three UloOusand souls." lIt is so simple 
that the chiIdiren in the ,kindergarten class could understand it, if only we 
would accept Him at His Word, and take the Bible Ito mean exactly what it 
says. You have ·heard perhaps of the Paedobaptist father who was explainig 
to his little boy the matter 'Of baptism, or w.ho tried to. When the little feHow 
read his .scrl.pture, he brought his New' Testament to his flllther, and said, 
'~Daddy, you don't do that." "Nio, my boy, it does not mean exactly that." 
And he tried to explain what it meant. And at last ,the l1ttl-e fellow said, 
"'Well, Daddy, if the Lord Jesus d'id not mean what He said, why in the world 
didn't He say what He meant?" N'Ow if the iBible does not mean what it says, 
why doesn't it say whart it means? Let us cease our discussions about the 
Inspiration and authority of "Seri.pture and the Lordshlp of Jesus Christ so 
long ·as we stand ,face to face with :the plain command of Jesus Ch'nst and 

. absolutely refuse to obey it. "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not th~ 
things which I 'say?" There it is in the Book; do as He ,tells you. ''They 
,that glad-ly received his word." After all, whether it be baptism or any other 
thing that crosses our will and our preconceived notions of thIngs, what a 
joy It is to let the Lord Jeslls have His own way! It is so much better than 
our way always. In the keeping of His commandments there is grewt reward. 

I do not often speak of m'Y own experience. Some of my friends tell me 
,that I do not spea:k often enough of those things. I a:lways feel some reluctanee 
In doing so .. I remember when I received the word' that Jesus was my Saviour, 
and 1 believed that all my sins w·ere laid upon Him, when I took Him at His 
word: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from al:J unrl,g'hteousness," and I believed just what It said. 
I did not .teel thlllt any .miracle had 'been performed; I did not 'feel any kind 
of electric shock; I did not feel any great accession of joy and gdadness. It 
was a simple, matter-of-fact, :business transaction .. I rested in the 'Word of. 
the Lord; .and I said, "U that Is the W'Ord of the Lord either I am a Chris
tian or God is a Har-one or the other." And seing that He C8IIlDOt lie, r 
beUeved all m'Y sins were forgiven for His Name's sake, I dared to believe 
and rest u·pon His Word. But I could not have shouted Ha.l;lelujah at that 
moment. I did not feet particu,larly like .it. I just accepted t!be promise, 
and then '1 went forward and applied for baptism. I shaH never forget it. 
I remember stepping d'Own into the waters of bapU.sm, and I should like to 
'have had a congregation of at least a miloJion just them to witness my con
fession. And I remember emergl-ng .trom those w'a:ters, and the joy that 
came to me. I did not hear a voice from Heaven saying, "This Is my beloved 
son"-I was His beloved son-but I ·had this testimony that God by His In-' 
finite grace had put one simple duty plainly before me, about which there 
could· be no doubt, and I had! done just· as He commanded me, and He said, 
"Well done, I am pleas,ed with you ·to-night." 'I d,id not then know that 
it was in the IScripture that those Who had been baptized thus :had the answer 
of a good conscience to'ward God. But that is Heaven-to be conscious of 
the divine approval. 'And you may have it every day you .Jive, not only III 
this matter 'but in every other matter. You may so conduct YOUr business 
and all other th-ings that y!Ou may know that through the g·race of the Lord 
.Jesus you 'have been enabled to please God. 

May He lead us Into the way of faith and obedience to-night for His 
Name's sake. Let us .pray. 

'Note-Fourteen applied for baptism as a result of this sermon, and; with two others, were 
. baptized Sunday ev,:ning, August 12th. 
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THE pubUcation of thIa paper aa a missionary enterprise is made poaalb1e by the gUts of. 
. members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and Is sent to subscribers by. mall for ·,2.00 

(UDder cost) per year. If any of the Lcird'. stewards who read this have received blesaID •• · 
we shall be grateful for any thank-olferiDg you may be able to aend to The Wlt11e8S Fund lit 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltatioD of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible. we hope to add to our free Uat,. from time to time. 
the names of .ministers at home and miaaionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
"THE SPIRIT OF FAITH." 

The heading of this article is ver·yo suggestive. It is a word f,rom the 
second 'of Corinthians and the fourth chapter: "W-e having the same spirit 
of falth. according as It Is w.ritten, "l believed, and Itherefore have I sPoken; 
we also believe, and ·therefore spea:k." The verse suggests that what Is truly 
be1ieved must be spoken; that 'the spirit of faith' compels expression. it Is 
w!lll to beHeve in the divine inspiration and authority of the Bible. That 
'has long been a ca.rdinal Baptist ·principle. But if we rea:lly beHeve It. we 
shall surely have the courage to exp·ress· 01lJ1' conviction .. Why should Baptiste, 
who for so long have maintained a sepat'ate existence In order to be ·free to' 
bear witness to what they believe to 'be the truth, so often apologize for pro
claiming ·the very truths to which, as a denomination, we owe our existence? 
Many Ba'ptist churches engage in union evangelistic services with· a tacit 
understanding thaJt they will say nothing whatever about the ordinance of 
baptism. And ev·en in the regulaT wor·k .of the churCh ltS'elf.· many a pastor 
·faHs altogether to preach the doctrine 'Of baptism. If we beHeve the wh'Ole 
Bible, why should we not preach it? If we still 'belleve that baptism is a 
duty bi-ndlng upon an belIevers, why t'hDuld we not instruct aU our converts 
to this effect? Ought we not indeed to go even ·farther, and in our evangellstic 
messages pTOclaim the doctrine of baptism as part of the \'lhole counsel of 
God? When the subject is reserved for occasional and special treatment,
as, for example, when the ordinance of baptism is administered-it is fa:
more likely. to give ofience than if preached as a part of our gospel message. 
Ought we not to recognize the fact tha.t there are tens of thousands of devout 
beli-evers -in other denominations whose attention 'l16.S ··never been directed 
to ·the subject at all? "How shall they hear without a poreacher?" We ven
ture to enter a plea ·for a more aggressive effort in respect to these matters. 
If we have 'the spirit of fal·fu,' and are firmly convinced that divine authority 
attaches to the New Testament teaching 'respecting the ordinance of bap
tism, that 'spirit of faith' should find expression in the regular ministry ot 
the church. 

A RELIGIOUS CAFETERIA. 

Christ did not come into the wOl"ld to make machines, but to re-make 
men. The Christian religion does not provide a salva.tion apart from the man, 
as a boat is separaJte fl'lom the passenger. It provides a salvation w!l.ich enters 
into the man, and! becomes a part of him, quickening the dead SOUl, energ>lzing 
all his facultles, and pTovidlng means whereby he may grow "unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fumess of Christ." But such a 
development can come only .by the exercise of the faculties of the soul. !Pastors 
and teachers and all good books have their place; but whoever would be a 
really stTOng Chrlst!an must learn the importance of individua;l development. 
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To very many the Bj'ble is looked upon as a kind of restaurant before 
w-h'QSe tables hungry souls must sit unUl .they can receive -the attention of 
some ecclesiastical waiter. It was never intended that the mindstry of the 
Bible should be so restricted. It ought -rather to 'be _ regarded as a cafeteria 
into which every believer may enter and 'help himself to what he needs. 

Quite T6Ce-ntly we i-ntervdewed a Christian. in hum-ble -circumstances who 
had been deprived of many .of ·the advantages enjoyed by those brought up amill 
Christian surroundings; but -this good woman 'had been taught of ,the 'Splrit; 
ann what a joy it was to observe ,how she had learned' to unlock .the treasures 
of Holy Writ. What spiritual intelligence she displayed, and what a splendid 
religious andependence she exemplUled! She had h~d Goct apeak; ahe Ihad 
listened personally ,to the highest religious Authority, and was happy in the 
consciousn.eas that He had ,unmistakably revealed to 'her a knowledge of His 
will. May ~e all learn how thus to. get our orders from Headquarters. 

THE HA'BIT OF KINDN:ESS. 

It is possible to represent, or rather to nii.Brepr.esent God' as an indulgent 
father, as ooe who never prohi.bits 1IID.d! never .punishes. There -is a type of 
mind which conceives of the Jove of God as being -somethi-ng akin to h'Oney
a;1l. sweetness. It would be impossi'ble to exaggerate the loving-kindness of 
the Lord. It is true ,that-

"There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
lLike the wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in His justice, 
Which is more than Uberty." 

But we do well to rememiber that the fact of the Cross compels our consider a.
tlon of the sterner a.ttributes of De.l.ty. And consistent with this view of 
God, and ind-eed, in ag·r.eement with the whole revelation of 'God in Oborist, is 
the apostolic .injunction !that we should ".be kinid:loy afiectioned one to another 
with brotherly love." We thi-nk of ·one just 'now who has cultivated the 
habit of saying kind things. She is too wise to believe in absolute 'human 
perfection, and frankly recognizes that we all have our faults. But she has 
formed the habit of speaking kindly of every.body i-n whom any virtue can be 
found. What a happy world this would be-ar, indeed, -to narrow the sphere 
of our observation, what happy churches we should have, -if Qh-ristians every-' 
where could emUlate her example! It is said of some, "the poison Gf asps 
is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitteTDes8." HGW 
easy ·it is fur all of us to speak .poisonous WOll'ds, word's that penetrate and 
poison the very springs of life! And, generally speaking, there is nG tunda
mental justificatiGn for such fault4l.nding. Indeed, -it often happens that the 
poisGned tongue venomously condemns in Gt11,e1'8 the very faults w·hich a.re 
most conspicuous in its own character. 'While we give attention to the g·reat 
principles of the faith, we must not fail to apply these principles -to Gurselves. 
The SermGn on the Mount is by M means_ obsolete; ·let -us therefore heed 
the Saviour's admonition: • "Judge Dot, that ye be not judged. For wi,th 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall 'be judged; and with what measure Ie 
mete, it shall be measlLl'ed to you again. And why :beholdest thou the mOle 
that ;js in thy brother's eye, -but conslderest ·not othe beam that is dn ,thine own 
eye? Or how wil-t thou say -to thy brother, Let me pun out ,the mote out of 
,thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first 
cast out the beam out of thine .oWn eye; and ·then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast Gut the mGte Gut Gf thy brother's eye." 
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Among the Children 

A LETTER TO A LIT,TLE GIRL F,ROM THE LORD JESUS. 

Some years ago when I was essisting a pastor in a certain Ontario towu, 
s. 'Httle girl raised her band in the meeting indicating that she desiored· to be 
a Christian. At the close of the service I went down to the pew where she 
was and tried to tell' her how she might ·know that God had f.orgiven her sins. 
But she could' not understand how -it was ,possible foor her to be su·re ot it. 
At· length I said to 'her, ":If ·the ·Lord Jesus were sibtin'g in this pew Ibeside 
you, and were to tell YOll that He had heard your ,prayer, and had forgiven 
your sin, would you then know that y.ou were saved?" She answered, "Of 
oourse, I sh'ou,ld, It Jesus were to tell me so; ;Sut'then He .is n.ot here si,tting 
iJn t'he pew." I said, "No, He is not; but what if He were to .send: YoOu a 
letter telling you that you wer,e saved? Could y.ou be ·sure then?" To this, 
she replied. "0 yes. And I tihink I would rather have ·the letter, because 
then ~ (lOuld a.lways keep at, and then I should alway,s be sure." And I said, 
''Well, ·the Lord Jesus :has sent y.ou a letter to tell you that very thing." And 
when I ha4 got thus ~r, somebod'y came along and inter.r.upted our conver· 
sation, and i was unable to talk further with that little girl tJhat evening. At 
the close .of the service the nex,t evening, how.ever, s'he came up to tthe plat·' 
form, and said, "Mr. ShIelds, you told me last nIght ,that the Lord Jesus had 
sent me a letter. May I thave my letter, please?" So I sat dowu 'Yith her 
and asked her to open 'her Bi·ble at the first Epistle of John, the' fifth chapter, 
and the thLrteeruth verse; and we read ,these words t.ogether: "These th'ings 
have I written unto you that beHeve on the name of the Sron of God; that ye 
ma'Y .know that yo8 'have eternal life, and thllit ye may. believe on the name of 
the Son of God." When we had read it, I said to 'her, 'Wow, do you sometimes gc 
to the post-office for a letter?" And s'he replied that ·she d·id. Then I asked 
her ,what She did when the postmaster hoanded out a letter. :And she said, 
"I read the address to see if it ·is for me or ·for my Dad1dy." And I s'aid, 
"Wrhat if some other name is rOn' the envelope?" "Why, then," she said, 
"1 should hand it Iback." 'IBut if it is ad,dressedto you, whollJt do you do?" 
"Then I open it and read it, of course," she said. "Very well, ,tiben," I said, 
"I want you mow to see -to wh.om bMs letter i.s add:ressed." And we ·rea.d to
gether agwin: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of ·theSon of God." "Now," I said, "are you. included in that?" Do 
yo1i rbelieve (In the name of the ·Son of God?" And she declared that she did 
with all her 'heart. "Very weLl, then," I said, "that is the name ·on the envelop~, 
.and it is written to you. Now let us .open the envelope and see what is In
side." And we read on: ''That ye may kn.ow that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name .of the Son of God." Wihen ehe had read 
this, the l-ight ·broke in u·p.on 'her soul, and she said she knew she was saved, 
and thBit she would always carry the ·Lord's letter with 'her. 

TMs ·attle story is foOr the 'boy-s and gilJrls among our readel18, and wre ask 
the parents whO read this to ask the chtldren to ·read it. How simple it doll 
is! We have ol\ly to believe on the Name of the iLord Jesus, and ,then we 
can be sure we are saved. 

lt m8lY 'be otihBlt someone wlH rread ·th·ie who ~OWIS someone else Wiho, ·w1!oi'le 
!Se~ng ilihe IDai'd, hIllS never .rejoiced oln ·the aSSUTanlCe of salVl8;tion? -If so, ,pas~ 
thlrs ~tol'Y ·on with a. praye·r ,that God ma'Y 'bless iot to ,the everlasting com~t 
of alSOUi. 
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CHURCH NEWS. 

LA'ST SUNDAY EVENING 

. ·The many tl'eII.>ders of Il'he Wltneu outside our own COngrep,tiODi we are 
It1IN wm !be !l.nJtere&ted 1nhea·ring something of what God da doing among the 
people from time to time. ·Last Sunday was another great day .in Jarvhi 
Street, parlicuJarl,-the Sunday evening servic8&. The ev'eDing congrega.tion 
W81S very large. We iflhink Ithere fa M-ttle dOUlbt ,that !lit was the largest c0n
gregation m Toronto. IDuT,liDg the serv·foce lBdxt:een Ibell:evers !Were !ba.ptized.· 
These inchided three whole ~lies----jn two cases a husbanJd and wife, and 
in the th;lrd, .fa1Jb.er and moIther and two da'UJghters. .AJt t.h'e Communion service 
foltlowliDg, at wh1eb ·the 8Ittendance -was VlBry llla'ge, the Pastor pve the ha.D.d 
of if~lows·hi.p .00 twenty new memlbers. WlLIile ·the Oommunion serv·liCe was 
proceeding, !f;,h'e Open~A1r sE!ll'lVice WWI' 'begun on the church groun.d& Every 
seat was 'occupied, and crowds were manding· around. The crowd was, of 
coorse, augmBID·ted !by the members·bip of the ohur·cli when ·the Commun:lon~ 
service was dismdBlSed .M half il8.st nms the Pastor ·preach-ed again in ibhe 
open a1ir, and s'B'V·era.l profeBlSad oon'Ve-rsiion. Altogether ·~t was ·a day of great 
bIBSIBIinog\; and we ,pubHs.h this dtem of new·s for the in,formation of tJhe maorw 
kiends who regula.rly remem'ber us in prayer. 

TUESDAY EVENING 

The prayer-room was cODllPle.tely fi,11ed and a gaoeat 'spirit of prayer was 
upon the people. We were glad to hRlv,e JWith us many m'EUDlbers of other' 
Baplll&t churoh·es in the city;, as welll as many ,from ,outside .the lBaptiostt de
nomination. Following ,this·, we ha.d another gTBtaJt opelWlir SeT.v-ice .on the 
church g·rounds, lilt whlich Evan'geHst ~uglBley ;gav·e a very ea;rnest1; evangelistic 
mesH·ge. Several ,hands were raised in resp·onse to the J·nvUation. 

PR,AYER R-ET,RIEAT AT WOODSTOCK COL·LEGE. 

We are glad to note that the (Executive of the Baptist MInisters' Confer
ence of our Convention. is ·ar.raJDging what <they have called "A Prayer Retreat" 
at Woodfrtock College, September '31"d an'd 4th. 'We do not s·ee why wa 
should borrow our phraseology from Rome; but, after aH, the name does 
not matter very much. There is ·always need for prayer. We cannot pray 
too much nor too often. We hope this Prayer Retreat will be largely attended. 
It wiH have" value if .it inspires ·us to more prayer in our regular work. We 
believe there is nothing more necessary than that we should aU get back to 
prayer as the fundamental ministry of the church, . 

GOSPEL WITNESS RETURN'S • 

. M .this writmg, Wednesday evening, the iTepl-ies from the .mem:bers of the 
chur·ch to whom the tPaSttor :wrote, have 'CO'DJta.ined pledges IIIggregatf.ng within 
.$11.QO ·per ·moDlth .of ·the amoun't asked ·for an the PlIIB¢or's detter. ·Many 'of our 
members are 80till away ,from thome;, and 'W'8 leel coWident -this amount will !be 
made up 'in due time. In iIlhe meantime, the 'Pastor would Uke to 'e~press hIs 
~rof.ou:nd gratitude to the m,embershi'p of ithechurch for their most generous 
!I"eSIPODse. We wonder if ,thl}Te is another .church in the laDid 'Where such a ·thmg 
could be done. '!'the Pastor iStlJll ihopes !bo receive ·a reply :trom those who have 
not found i,t, as yet, cODJVlenient to write him. . 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS CONSTITUENCY. 

As an indi.cation of ·the e~teIl!t ,to wh-ich this ,paper ts circulated oflhroughOUtt 
the Continent, i.t W'iltl be of l·n,terest to OlloT readers to know ·that during ,the lut 
two we'eks ,fn the new lSIuibscrlptions received oln ,the W1Jtne,sS' oillJ..ce the ,fo11,owin·g 
,places are ·represented: iPontiac and Howe-ll, !Mich.; iWolfe City and Hadley, 
Te~a.s; ILos tAngelets and Foresno, 0aJ.; Rochester, lMin;n·.; PittSlburg, Penn.; 
Warren, Dl.; 'WY8ICOnda, Mo.; Lagra;nge, Ga.; Sit. Cathar.in'eB, DuTk's Falls, 
Kiltchener, POIl'1: Hope, Tooron·to, Pete-Iibol"o', Otta_, 'Ooibalt, TalbotvHle, On,t.; 
As,hvllle, N.c.; ·Merid, 'S&'SAk.; Pauls Yaney, Okla.; 'Mllibwah, N.J., and Sussex, 
England. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

.THE WEEK EVENING ·SERVICES. 
OoneMering this dtB summer-time, when it ~·s so generallY a.sswned that 

ldtible·can ·be done in 'fIhe waiy Qf I/l~ve evangelistic '8ffor.t, OUi" ·wilek-even
Ing services are nothing shOJ'lt of phenomenal. T·hey are !not what we waJi·t 
them to 'be; .they af'8 not what we ,thl:nk they may eas.tly become; tbut as they 
are, .they are truly 'Wonderful. Ea.db;n1ght ,the Prayer~Room is fWed with ·people! 
and; ac,col"d1·ng to \the promis·e, with the !presence of ,the ·LOM. Touesday and 
Thursday -the ~·eople eagerly gather ou.tslde .to hear th'8 Gospel m·ess&ge. 
All"eady we have disoovered .that iIlOt" a few Wlho ·hard not been iJlJS.ide Jarvis 
Street Ohurch ·before, th'l"oligh th'e 'OPeill"'8:!a- lSel'V'i'Ce 'have been a.ttra.cted to .the 
semce witMn. T·hese week 19VeiIling l8erv.i~s 'prov~deU8 wi-till a grea.t oppor
tunity; and, &t ,the same t:im.e, ;Impose IDpon us a great re&llOJlJSl)bility. We asik 
the !1"8aders of The W!1tn,esBl, who are 000 ~ar awaJY to attend, to give thi·s work 
a pIa·ce in ·their pra.yerB. ToMs week we 6ihaJ.l meet IlLS UJBIU8Il-Tuesday, Thurs
day, and Satul'day, .~ ·prayer; TlUesday and Tbursda.y, at n.ine o'·clock, open-air 
servmes. 

"THE PAS'SING OF 'MISS KITTY.''' 
This .is ·the title at a lbeautiful Iboolclet of tw·enty-'two .pages, de&crlibed &8 

"A Mem'orial Message, Cathari·ne Eager 'S·trllJbon, by Her Father and Mother." 
It tells ·the stol'lY of the passing of Dr. ·Straton',s litHe daugbtel' into the Glory
land. FiftY' ;copies lbave ·beemil1"8'Ceived at ·the o1lfice. As many of our people are 
so much interestedl:n &lIl that concerns our 'beloved !brother, Dr. Sbra·ton, ·they 
may 'be obta.ined at the of.fice !W'i,th'out charge 'by fmy who ,desl·l"e to read thiS 
beautl~ II'tlol'lY. • 

TO OUR M'EMiBERS ON VACAT'ION. 
Many of ·the members of ·the ch.urch are away ·from hQllle, .seeImng reet;· 

an1i we send thiL!I me&Ba.ge ·to them to ~et them ,k,n·ow they are not forgotten. 
They are missed; ilJ!u.t 1lb.ey wldl be glad to know tha.t ,the work oiBo going on and 
thlllt the membenl who are at home Me contl-nu.ing 'by prayer and ·effort to 'lead 
otlhere to Chris·t. 

SUN,DAY EVEN'I'NG, AUGUST 19th. 
At the evening s·ervice baptism wHl be admi·nistered. In the sermon the 

Pastor will refer to Dr. Chown's a·rticle in The Ohristian G1t..arcUan on "Modern
ism and Fundamentalism," .in whiob. the General ;Superintendent of the 
M'ethodist Chu·reh im-plies that the !Fu-ndamentalist Movement is in-spir·ed by 
the devil. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 
T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. Randolph 0628. 
George Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson 0910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. M. 5670. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 George St. Tel. M. 3321. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 1139 St. Clair Avenue W. Tel. ·Ken. 0557. 
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave. Tel. Randolph 1268. 

allyt C!!lyurrly C!!altttbar 
Sunday. For the 'week: !DegillJD.ing SundaY', Aug. 19,tJh, 1923. 
10.00~Prayer Service in the ChUrch Parlor. Mr. George Greenway. 
lO:SO-Communion Service. 
1l.000-Publ/c Worship. The PastOl." will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00~Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Publlc Worship. The Pastor will preach. 

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday-oS O'clock-Prayer Meeting, followed !by 
open-aill" serv.l'Ce, Tuesday and Thu.rsday, 9 o'eIock. . 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parl1ament ,St. Sunday: ,Bible School, 3.00; 
. Evangelistic Service, 7.00-Rev. W. r. ... McKay. 

Wednesd~y, 8 o'clock-Prayer Meeting. 
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