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l. - '“Christ also loved the church, and gavée himself for if; '
“That he might sanctify and cleange it with the washing of water by the wurd,

“That he might present it to bimself a glorious church, not having spat, or
wrinkle, or any such tlun[ but that it should be holy and without blemish.”
~Eybesians §:35-2.

[

AVE spoken to you of the coming of Christ as the ‘blessed hope.” In
first seymon, we found it to bé the hope of the individual behevtr the
at ‘which will result in-the donipletion “of His redemption. Last Sunday
ing we thodght of the relation 'of this great fact t6 the bereaved, whére we
ed that we sorrow not without hope respecting those who sleep in Jesus;

there is a promxse of reunion with them at the commg of the Lord.
aarty vpeit

This ¢ even.mg we shali conslderr the comm,g of Chnst as the hope. oL.the
ch, odf Béhevers collect vely A year or 8o ago, a certain, great dengmm»
fssued ‘a genés of pamphlets on what they called .“The Christian Hope,”

Were issued avowedly lor the purpase of neutralmng the effect of.prer
niarism and they wu’gt to ghe length of denymg that Ghrist, will évey
dzﬂlﬂ”in qul\y qu b hqye said it beforc. and L say it.again, - ﬂnhl
on 4héﬂler evelx in lmmo\'y 3, hqdy oi’ ,profesud_ bel;evggs.,d@—evq pffici-
;ui iﬂtc sd “Biuél’ ﬁonson in so small a ,compass,, Thgse pamphilets
ited hn nn;i]nci! Fen; fal’ “of practi ‘le every (undamepmb of . the - {gith.
%ieﬁ@“i’el} “I LChnat will not come sgain;.and the; dnc:,nnc
m%' ‘of pur Lord n sf pa;nphlexgs AN FARrespnted: T
meuﬂce to the éﬁufch' Weﬂ-bemg, and to ip,‘ymguu .~&,vestore, to
With you thid evenidg thé proposition that the coming of our Lord; the

\




[

personal, bodily,. visible, return of Christ to this earth, so far from bein
;menace to the church, is its great hope, and ought to be its supreme inspirat
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: i mh«lo'we inean by the c:huh:b‘aiI Wﬁat fé tféhurchl !s it el
“ethical society, a collection of people o are banded togéthér in a cer
.dgsociation for the united pursuit’ bf cettain lbity ideals? Is that what
church is? 'Is the church’dn organization ‘Which- €xidts pmﬂﬁhly 4or the |
»ﬁose of geckinig to effect some sort of social bettesment? Th it a Feform a
'Qanon? In the light of Scripture, can apyone say it is designed to t
lptolmcal institution, a department of government, as in the old and dear land f
!which I come? What is the church? It would save us from many erro
ithink, if we could get back to the simple New.Testament conception of v

iconstitutes the Church of Christ.

. I
hls text, which I have read to you, tells _you nt is a body of peopl;

it ave been loved of the Lord: “Christ loved the Church.” Itisa company
‘dustain.a very peculiar relationship to Christ, who have a placerin-His h
upon whom His affections have been set, from all eternity. The Church

body purchased by the blood of Chnsg it is described as such—the purchas
His blood. In this texl it is said; ;| ,Chn:«wldfe‘d”ﬂﬁ Chhrtb and gave him
for it.”

o If I may, refer you to other passages of Scripture,.I would .remind you:
the Church is described as the body of Christ: “He gave him to be the |
over all things to the church, which is his'body, the fulness of him that fi
gll in all.” What is true of the Church as a whole must be true of every,
6fit. The Scripture describes the Church as a. living organism, not merel
an organization. It is vitalized, it is made alive, by the indwelling of
Spirit of God: “Ye are built upon the foundation of the apostles ard propl
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone: in whom alt the buil
frtly framed tqgether groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord_:' in whon
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Church is the dwelling place of God, the temple of the Holy Ghost. W
Jesus prayed “that they all may be one: as thou, Father, are in me, and!
thee, that they 3lso may be one in us,” He prayed for a spiritual unity—n
n,gty which is to be effected by any kind of human oérganization; but 'a t
whlch Jis wholly depcndent upon the life of God within the Church.
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What then is the programme of the Church made up of thoae why
1oved of the Lord, who have been purchased by -His. blood, who have
brought into a personal and vital relationship to Him . Who is their; Heach
it to improve ﬂ!é world from without by 1eg|s|ahve processes, by praogran
Df reform, by resort to the principle of law, by the substitution, ol Sipa
Calvary, and. the law for the Gospel? Is that what .the blood bou h!l Ch

" bf Chnst is to do in the world?. Our text tefls us why Christ loved the, Ch

. !\Snners into, péfsonal- telauonshlp
. l:’a Aimple thfﬂg.Jt is what 13 suppose most lof us ﬁqfe believe.. qnq,d
Sa m

F

and what He proposes. to make of it: "That he mlght aanchfy and dcap

awcth the washing of water by: the. .word. " .The busmess of the Churqh!

cdhaplzte tﬁe body:of God's elect,\t bring men and men—to bring nqol
io Jesus Cl?ﬂst. Ay Pm}ﬂlm and. si

n¥ that 15 ds foreitn, as ahen to the prqgramme of the .majority. ¢
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fessed Churches of Christ to-day as anything could possibly be. It seems
zhoush the thought, the eniergy, the means, of the Christian Church -are
aged by everythmg but the one thing which God has commissioned it to
O“E business is to preach the everlastmg Gospel: “Christ loved the charch
‘that he rnlght sanctlfy and cleanse it with the washing. of witer by the
1" It ls fs purpoee to “purify unto himself a pecuhar people. zéalous of
d wqf];s " to bring peopie into such relatlonshnp to Hlmself Qhat He niay
ress H%msef to the world through us. The Church |s descnbed ag “the
“ f‘"d ﬁr?unsl 9! ghe truth”. We are here to bear witness to the truth.
u.t ¢ oraqlqs 2were anc1ently committed to His peculiar people the Jews,
LM Ngw }';s&ament Church has been put in trust with the Gospel; and we
here to bear witness to that truth, not to sacrifice the principles of this
'991 in order to effect 3 union with those who absolutely deny it. T wonder
5 etimes what the Apostle Pau! would have said, or what he would say were
n.the w orld to-day I read in the papers this last week of the. various
ogs assembhes in, whlch the representatives of educational |nst|tut|ons
been pleadmg the cause of the institutions they represent, and msrstmg
 there is no cause for alarm, that these educational institutions are doing
Ifa work in the world. And I have had right within this church case after
) of people who have passed through those educational institutions whose
h has been utterly shattered, who have been taught to deny the superr
:ral to dlwegard the teachings of this Word, and to substitute for the Word
\lvme revelation mere human reasoning. Thus we are fo ﬁnd some common
nd, some meeting place, whereby we can get the whole company of people
her—aibelt at the sacrifice of God’s truth. Jesus came to purchase the
u’ch that it might be sanctified and cleansed by the washmg of water by the
rd. And only as we hold fast to the testimony of this revealed Word, only
ye yleld ourselves to its precepts, and allow ourselves to be governed by its
iciples, and rest our hope for the future upon its promises, can God's pur-
¢ respecting His Church be fulfilled. T think if we could come clearly to
rehend that God wants to make better men and women, men and women
unto Himself, “purifying their hearts by faith,” making them to “grow 1p
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ,” we should be saved from
w of the ‘tendencies of the time. T want you Baphsh who are here, and
others who care to come, to understand our point of v1ew in respect to
] thmgs Tt is freely admitted that the Church has fallen upon ‘evil times,
religion is at 3 low ebb, that public respect for the ordinances of God's
e, for the mshtutlons of religion, is very much less to-day than it formerly
) I myself remember, within my comparatively short ministry. when it
a rare thing to find a minister who denied the inspiration of Scnpture |
'beeﬁ at Mmlsterlal Associdtions’ where the man was a marked man. who
ed the wrgm birth of Christ, who denied His eéssential Déity, who morked
ve blgod—it was quité an unusual thing: But 1 ltell you frankjy—and.,{ Jp
exaggerate in the least—that to-day it is an unusual thing to find a 'man
doesn’t do it. Again and again, everywhere, you hear it. And in order to
Rt a restoration of the Church to its forfeited prestige and power,aﬂ eorts
lpediehts ath tesortéd to. I attcnded I think it was the first méetl
Geﬂeréf AiJedmli ot ¢ Presbytenan Chirch, when the ‘qu,es!{on, ,of
- was ‘discuaded’’ 31 ?s ened “ta"‘the debate for two days. ‘There were
t in thése Waye. .'rbe ‘tade for Bbth sides, I thought was very pbly})
M ¢ Bift . obsérved (‘h‘in"dné“ﬂlmg that ali the way thlrougﬁ the eo'nee:é'

:nli”th?de rwihu‘ dfgﬁéd 4ltm Uhlon whs ‘entirély fofeign to' the -teqch\fng [
L ¥ I I L ’




God's Word. They argued for a great institution. It was the Roman Catf
conception of the Church; it was not the New Testament conception of
Church at all, they argued for a great institution. You might have your
yvictions of truth: you might be old-fashioned enough to believe certain

trines of the Bible were important; but you were exhorted to put aside

personal view, to subordinate your personal opinions in the interests of
great movement toward Union. 1t was the argument of the market-|
from beginning to end. 1 did hear several people, of course, quote John se
teen—"that they all may be one”—but it seemed to me that it was entu'el;
of place. It was to be a great organization, with some great central P
lome mighty arm that was to take the club or wield the sword and compel
haments to do its will. There is nothing of that in the New Testament‘
is not God’s programme for the New Testament Church. He came to re
it; He shed His blood to save men individually, and “to sanctify and cle
them with the washing of water by the word.” And anybody who reads ct
history will know that movements of that sort do not tend to a deepened’
itual life, to an increase of spiritual power; but it does have the effect of lea
men to measure things by the standards of the world, and to estimate spii
values by mere bigness. You may have a great organization with |
political prestige, with vast wealth, and it may with it all be utterly destitu
that power that can change human hearts, transform human lives, and |
men and women over again into the image and likeness of God. The d
'cpn'xing, it is rapidly coming, when these differences will be more clearl.
cqntiuted. I have a growing conviction that the tendency towards eccle
ticism in all denominations is part of the rapidly developing apostas
heard a man say not very long ago: “There is one thing that is just :
as bad as Modernism and that is the ecclesiasticism that protects it.” It is g
ing in the Baptist Denomination, there is an educational hierarchy that air
thirottle the expression of the church’s deepest conviction. You see it i
movement of these three bodies together in Canada, the centralizatic
power; and unless a new thing should be done under the sun, that centr:
tion of power will rcsult in still greater departures from the truth, an
substitution of mere human effort for the power of the Spirit of God. Nq
§fiend, the Hope of the blood-bought Church is in the coming of our

Jesus. He came “that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washil
water by the word” What for? “That he might present it to hims
kfonous church, not havmg spot, or wrinkle, or any such thmg, but t
shiould be holy and without blemish.” That is the programme of the

Jesiss, to prepare a body of regenerated people, sanctified by the power ¢
Holy Ghost, taught and developed by the prmc:ple of His Word until g
in the fullness of time He shall come to find that body complete, and to pi
it to Himself as His own Bnde—'-“A glorious church, not havmg Y]]
wrmk\e, or any such thing.”

. S 1L : : "
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i Well now, tha; is a bit old- fashioned, isn't it? That ls entnrelx nnt-m
A man who preaches Tike that ought, at least, to be in .the backwoads,
whére "He ought not to expect.a group of mteﬂlgpm people to-listen t
it an etfucahonal centre hke the .City of Torontq He onght g,m:gly,ic
‘sutgrown such an anachromsm as that. Bug we ngeil 1o, ot.her Gqspe,
: ﬁns, bgcause ﬁ\e Lord’ jesus sald when He gavé us. the bread, and wing
‘this 1T dome”—¥keed on showing this central truth; keep on proclaimii
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‘i rd's death until He shall come in power and great glory. This sinfal world
| need no other gospel than the Gospel of the blood of the Lord Jesus, until
us Christ comes. Do you believe that? Don’t you see that the promise of
he second advent of our Lord certifies to the finality of the Christian revela-
on? Accordmg to some of the moderns, the church is a kmd of society for
be investigation of religious truth., Dr. Woelikin, Pastor of the Park Avenue
hurch, New York City, used to be an evangelical preacher untxl he became
tgociated with Rochester Theological Seminary, until he got into the com-
ny of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Now he keeps step with Dr. Harry Emerson
osdick, who- denies every essential truth of the Gospel of God's grace. But
'A‘Woélﬂdﬂ says fn effect: “This is what I believe to-day. - But I do not say
’ ”f' shall Believe this next year” There is no finality atcording to these

Atlemnén; theré is fo place upon which a man may set the feet of his faith,
b4 bay, “This is the fock, and here I stand.” They cannot say: “1 know whom
W‘ﬁ Heved, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
| dilﬂ‘eu ufito him against that day.”

ril

' B‘ut let us get a clear view of the second coming of Christ. I am not going
biquatrel with you, my friend, as to whether you believe He is coming before
:after the Millennium. I have no hesitation at all in declaring myself a pre-
ilfennialist. I believe we could have the Millennium before Christ comes—
jwill tatk to you about that next Sunday—if God so ordered. But I do not
plieve we shall have the Millennium before He comes, becausé it is nét in
Jis' plan and purpose. But what I want to get into your mind' is tHis: that
e ductrime of the Second Coming, the personal visible coming of Christ, is
n gbsolute essential; it is a fundamental of the faith. And the man who denies
jat will deny everything else. We need not spend any time dispu¥ing a.bpﬂt
he ‘things that are of secondary importance. But if we have that clear view
Bat Jesus is cothitig again, then we can hold fast to our Gospel till He come.
fhe Lord wotild not have given us the Gospel, and said, “Db not change it.
feep on preaching it—pfeach, preach—until I come back,” if He had not put
"thm that méssage the potentiality adequate to the woild’s need, to effect
is purpose in this dispensation. The Gospel may not be equal to the carry-
g dut of some of the programmes which men have arranged for themselves—
 may indeed utterly fail in this; but it is perféctly adequate to give effect to
jpd’s programme; ‘becanse He put us in !rust with theé Gospel and bade us
pop - o preachig it until Christ shall conmie again. Thertfore, notwnt‘hsland-
¥ the spiritual declension of the time, the wholesale departures, from the
Rth; those of tis''who believe that Jesus is coming again are not in the least
[scouriged. Jns(' as thosé who crudified the Lord Jesus fulﬂlled the Scnpture
) tfehy‘iﬁg Him, %0 torday thdse who deny the doctrme of our Lord.s return
. by théir denial, only fulﬁ"mg the Scripture; for it is so predncted here
Hm the ‘pages’ of thii holy Book.

t Now, I say, dear fnends. we may have hope for the' ﬂ?esent dhd £br the
ture, . because, .our -Lord Jesus -has announced that at His' coming’ He wifl
resent t6.himself o glotious: chusth.” .-Q yes; theré will still' b "sin upon the
thithen. ¥When the-Son- of 'Man- cometh,  shafl he ‘fifd faith on the
rth?). When He comés; it will be-as.it 'was In the dayé of Noah, a§ it was in
k 4ayeq£ Lot} "Iniquity shall abound, the Jove 0f many shall Wa?* Eold” "1t
B.get, the chdteption: that the Gospel is designed to bé & iicdnd ":F'Hnivd‘b‘ai
i3l satiitation, ‘sndzyon see: the Gospel is dot effectinly that | well: pos&ibl&
B ,wm, have to g0 40 Chicago University and taldes ﬁ‘*thrﬁe ’ih*ﬁd&hl’hefv:ce
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to learn how to imiprove this or some other place. But if you see th
that is not what the Lord says He will do in this dispensation, but that He w-i
get His Bride rtady so that she will put on her beautiful garments against tﬁ
day when it shall be said, “For the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wi
hath made herself ready”—then we shall look forward to that day with joyoq
hope, and eagér anticipation; and we shall not be discouraged by all "1
shadows through which we pass, and all the opposition with which we méﬁ
We shall say, “It is the Lord’s programme, and we will abide by that g

IV.

Just this word to any who are here this evening who are not in Chri
Are you a member of the church? “Yes, sir. I am a member of the Bapti
church.” Well, if you are, you have at least professed to be a Christian., B
you may have made a mistake. I have known people who were members |
Baptist churches who had never been born again. They had been baptlzed b
had never been born again. I want to say, my friend, that membership in
church will not save you. You may be a member of a Presbyterian church,
Methodist church, an Anglican church, a Congregational church;
some other section of the Christian church, but i is not of su
affiliations the text speaks. This is speaking' of membership in: t
body of Christ. Are you united with Him? Have your sins be
washed . away by His precious blood? Have you been quickened °
the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost? Have you been called out fr
the world? Have you been by His grace separated from the old life? Ha
you had an actual experience of that which was symbolized in the ordina
you witnessed to-night? Remember, I urge you, not to trust to the ordinan
The ordinance has its place, and it is of great importance as a symbol.
a Christian experience. But have you passed through the grave of Chri
Have you been crucified with Him? Are you one with Him in His dea
Have you experienced in-any measure the power of His resurrection?
you know Him and the power of His resurrection? Are you.a member of I
body? Are you conscious that He is your Head, and do you receive your |
from Him? Then, if you do, you may well look forward to the marriage d
to ‘the aay of His appointment, “when he shall come to be glorified in
samts, ‘and to be admlred in all them that beiieve.”

1 confess that the truth of the second advent has been for many y
the greatest mspxratlon of my life. 1 motored to Niagara this week, an
remembered coming over that road two years ago with my friend, Dr. Strat
when we had to turn off the road and make our way through something-t
looked - like a ploitghed field. And he said, Well I suppose you know “thin
sametimes ‘have to get wotse before they can get better. And it may be
old world is' ori a detour just now, and that when the Lord comes we s
find that the road for His triumphal progress has been prepared.” i w
over the same road agdin this last week, and I began to think that the
gineers who kicked up such a fuss a couple of years ago were not so bad’ a
all.  ‘It: wad really quite passalile. - I remember a brother saymg heére in orié
our aﬁter -meetings, “We have to disturb the present in: order to |mpi‘ove
future.” ;And that is true. Only let us get our eyes on that great tnith t
in the end—-I do.not know when it will be; I do not know héw tong the 'ri
ls—bug that in the end Jesus is coming again.! He is eertainly: com’mg ag:
and -when: He comes His programme will have. been’ cumed out'td the lbt
nothtng w:lt hava: failed of all His ‘plan and’ pt:rpose' X As' Hu Wbrd wa
ﬁlhd to*t!ae-mlnutest detail in Hin fifst coming, so will évery smgle probh.
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alfifled that relates to His second coming. He will complete the work of
mption even as He finished the work of atonement. And when He comes
pride will be ready, and we shall go in to the marriage supper of the
,b. Do not listen to those who tell you that the Gospel is a failure. Have
ears for those who would teach you that the purposes of our :agvereign
d and ng can by any power in earth or helf be frustrated -God will
» His way, and Jesus wxll come. Oh, may it be ours to know Hu‘p as
our, to trust me wholly, that we may not be ashamed before Him -at. His
ing. Let us pray. o

CHURCH NEWS.

Our 630 'Communioa Service.—During the last six rnonths the number ‘!
e who gather around the Lord’s table each: Sunday mornmg had gractlcal:z
pled.' B¢ is ah exelfent beginnldd for the day to meet wnth those who fin
in remembenng the Lord in this way "till He come.” Can you not jot

|ext Sunday mornmg? e ‘
e ~.lher)ﬂ.:‘ JRES T P T o ed
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fhe Shﬁday ﬁchool Picnlc ~We thought last year that nothmg couldcurpaj
|oyfui Yellowshxp and happy time experienced by old and young, but last We
day showed us in a fuller measure what a happy, wholesome time we m
e wheén the Lord Jesus Christ is in the midst. As always, the true secr
1appiness is found in making others happy, and everyone seemed to ha
overed this secret and to have determined to lose sight of self in an-effo
ecure the children’s pleasure. Uncle Hutch and Cousin Fred fathered the
ile party, which numbered about eight hundred, and, needless to say, every-
was “daddied” to the full.

Mrs. Brown seems to know how to estimate picnic appcutes, and we. had

ippy hour around the Father's table. T

But best of all was the hour of praise when the whole company came to-
ler in a huge circle, as happy a family as could:be: found ahywhere and
 to the praise of Him who was in the midst. The Pastor led us:in "thanks-
1g to God for the glorious day with Him and with each other, and thus
d one of the happiest and holiest picnic days we have ever known.

ey ettty e

August Bible Conference and Evangelistic ‘Campiign:Plans are #ot'Fet
plete for our great cvangehstlc effort during the month' of August, but we
ion it Here that you may have it on your hearts whén:.you approach"tht
me of Grace. We belleve there is no time when theiénemy’s. fite is-quité
rong as in the summer months, when the individual andthd ofirch are
1ed to take a_holiday. We have learned from the past twd¥ears that{God
urs in a spec:al way the fort that is manned, and taking ‘the offedsiv® in
ot dags of Augnst Plan to join us in this effort to win-souls. for fhe King
ngs. . ... . ., e : T T B K
vy ;i.:' --:1 dretp gt :7-“_4.__.'_&';0‘ -5Ll..\lx O FEERGR IR LI
D e O PRITRNTITT L SRR TRTEIT R

Qpeq-‘nﬁ: il'g,!i@g”.-—]‘herq was a great’ gathéring st theivpbntdit
ng Sunday evening .following the regular ‘service, -and -dome abeepted
t as tbelr pcrqonai Saviour. Next Sunday the Pastor will spéaks ga:*Whit
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if the critics were righit?” and you who pray, ask that the steps of many
are troubled in heart, may be directed by the Holy Spirit to this meeting.

“'* A’Gft from the Southland.—As we go to press we are in receipt of a le
fr6m a friend in Los Angeles, expressing gramude for the messages of
Go#pel Witriess, and enclosing $30.00 that its mlmstry may be extended. W
‘this '§ift comes through one of His servants, we receive it as direct from
in answer to special prayer at this time of endeavour o underwrite the
of publication. May this be but the earnest of still larger gifts God is wal
to bestow as we wait upon Him for our need.
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Have You Reéplied ta the Pastqr 8 Lettex? .y

S 'I‘he Pustor has personally opéned ‘edich letter that ‘has been re-
ceived in reply to his of the 6th inst. respecting The Gospel Wimess,
and has been greatly gratified by the splendid generosity of the sub-
scribers. The desired amount, however, can only be realized by. cach

' member doing His or her bést, bat if tliose yet to be heard from re-

s ﬁpodd as hiave the subscribers to date, wé shall go over the top. Those

. who have not l‘eplfed, hnﬁly do s0 at once, or put envelopes on the

plne not later than Sunday.

ek .

7' 7 JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY.

T. T. Shields, Pastor, 9% Winchester Street. Tel. Randolph 0628.

Geévrge Qreenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson 0910.
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. M. 5670.
Willlam Praser, Pastor’s Secretary.

G, Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 1139 St. Clair Avenite W. Tel: Ken. (
W..], Hutchineon, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 Geo_rge St. Tef M. !
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Ol Clmrch Culendas
ﬁ_mdag e on -quo;; +he week beginning.Sonday, July: 15th, 1923 !'rrglr{‘

IWPMII' ‘Beérvide-in-thy' Chnrch Phﬂbf Mr Gcorke G"“th :.\\!-..
10.30=-Communion. Sdrvice.-- * ,,

1,00—Public Worship' The Pastor will preath. el e
~300~The Bidle Sclicol will mest. T e
~6\00~Prayer Mesting-in Church Purleg; =+ = Ty
.00 Public- Warshig. “The 'Pastor will preach. ° P oE T

$48—Openiair: Bervice ‘about tife platfortii ‘on 't‘hE chureti grotfmif;h
Pastor will preach. Subject: “What if the critics were right?* - E
-Taesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o’clock—Meeting for Prayer.
C Tuesday and Thursday, 9 o ‘clock—Open-air Servnceg_.
The Parliataent 8t Bianch, 250 Patligment’ St "StAday: Bli{ﬂT Qﬁ‘hogfr
x4~ )s Evengelistio Service) 7.00) ~Mr., W ]' Fful'cﬁ]nson e .
WMy.uﬂnclbck——Pnyer Meehhg' bR




