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"Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham 
. gave the tenth of the spoils."-Hebrews 7:4' . 

LAST T·hu·r.sday evening I was requested by vot,e of the church -to. speak to 
. you on the 'subject of Christian stewardship, with special reference .to the 

privilege of tithIng, in its relaUon to the teaching 'Of the New Testament. 
I hope you wiU not 'be afraid of the subj"ect. :It is very important that we 
should approach ,the Scriptu,re ·in a rig-ht way. There is no d'ea.son f-or any 
beHever to 'be af·raid· .of ·the ·will of God. We sliould com·e to the .scriptures, 
~ot to' dis'c~ver what pleasures, what joys, are .prohi'bited, but to ascertain 
what ,delights 'are commanded'. The highest expressi'on of the will of 'God is to 
be found in His supreme GU~the gift ()f His Son at .the pI-ace called Calvary. 
And it is 'Inconceivable that !He Wih'o thus, planned our highest ,good at the 
~r.eatest :Possible ~Gt to Himself should ever plan .other tillan our hig-hest joy. 
And. therefore, as we come to the Word of God -to .learn His wiU with respect 
to a,.ny subject, we should remember that we are coming to a mine of gold 
from whIch we are tp be en.ri-ched', not to something by ~ich we are to be 
impoverished: we 'are 'coming to tille King'·s treasury out of which He delights 
to bestow to~ns o.t love upon ·His -child,ren; to the royal ban-quetting .table 
w·here 'Our Ihungry souls are to be ·fed d·elicately; to .the well-spri·ng that 
s'priIigeth ·up unto everlasting .ufe; to .the K'ing's armoury wherein we shall 
flnd ,the divine panoply, that we may ·be armed 'against the ~vil day; we a.re 
~ur.nIng Oul' eyes to the lIght·house ,tha.t. we may follow i·ts Ught of directi~n. 
Y'ou may multiply metaphors, but whatever figure you employ, be sure only of 
this, that it represents' safety and satisfaction. T·hat is .the plan and· pur.p·osa' 
of God . 

.And -in ollh-is -matter of Christi'an ,steward'ship, woe' shou,ld ·come w.ith the 
d-esiie ,,:to .dis~ver· and ,to und-erstand ,the .secret IOf peace, and progress, and 



prosperity, and abound1,ng joy. in ·the 'ChristIan Ufe. Be ass.ured, God needs 
nothing from you or from me. Let us have a clear conception lOf His 'greatness, 
af 'His sovereignty. Let us ihear Him say: "If I were hungry, I would· not tell 
bhee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof." God can jJupply His own 
need. He has no need of your Slnver, or of y,our gold; He has no need of your 
talents, how ·great soever they may ·be. He couId, did' He 'so will it, accoIIllPlisl1 
all His purposes with'out your eo-operllltion and' 'mine. I 'have no patience 
whatever with that paltry C'Onception of G,od which ·says, '~f you do not do 
yau'r part, God Ca.IliILot get His work done." It -is not true; God will &'6t HIls 
work done whether YlOU do 'it .or not. And if you a:nd I do not fulfl.l our misawn, 
if we do not allow ourselv-es to be ·brought by His grace into co-operation with 
Him, then we shal.J miss the blessing of participllltion in ,the progress of the 
id.ngdom of God. But God:'s wor,k wiU be ,done /beYlOnd a Blhadow of a doubt. It 
is an act of ,condescens-ion on His' part that He has S'O pla.nneq. His' work as to 
include us in it, that iRe has 'permitted us to have a :part -in His work. " Just 
as you see a ·father bu:U.ding something in ·his garden, and his lit,tIe boy carries 
a piece of wood or fetclles a hammer, or does some other thing, .that ihe may 
have a part in it, s'o :the 'w'rd permits us to :have a place in the building of 
His temple, beca:use we require the blessing that is to be derived. ·from dOing it. 

Now, I say, that ,is the attitude in wh·ich we ought to come. And if any
body sihoUld say at the outset, "0 now, ·the IPastor is goin'g to talk about·giving, 
and if I had Im,own it I wonld not have come"-I do not think there are any 
here like that, but if there shou,ld be one iudividual here ,this morning, let me 
tell you, I am not .going to talk about ,giving at all; I am gomg·to speak about 
receiving. And I want to make .it pl8lin to such an one that until he learns ;to 

take his pla:ce in God's plan and l'ecognize Good an' this matter of 9h.ristian 
'stewardship, 'he is shuttlug off from his life avenues of dudescribable bleSSing. 
It is as necessary to the Christia·n that he should ·recognize God, in temporal 
affairs, tha:t Ihe should give as it is necessary that h:e should· pray and studoY' 
the Bible. And I venture the assertion that y,ou lllJay search the world around, 
and you wiU never anywhere find one Single man who ,fails to recoguize Ms 
privilege in this great matter of givmg to God-no, .rendering back ,to God that 

I which we have fI.,rst ,received at 'His hand, who is 8It the same tIme bearing fru.it 
to the glory of God. 

, 1. I begi-n with a word lOr two about :the tithe in the Old Testament. ~ As 
this serIllon will be .printed to-morrow, 1 intend' to print aU ,the. IScriptures' 
relati-ng to the ·tithe, ISO that you will have ·them ·before you at the end of the 
sermou, that YlOU may m'ake a study o'f th·em for yourself: 

IWhat was the origin of the tithe? The first Teference to tithing' in Scri-p-' 
ture is the case of Abraham when he was retu,rning lirom ,the slaughter of the 
k·ings, and ·he met that -mysterious personage, Melchisedec, the Kmg of 
righteousness, and King of peace. He is described as one who was without 
descent, "having neither beginui-n.g of days, nor end of Ufe; ,but made li'ke -unto 
the Son ot God,; abidet·h a 'p.riest continually." 'Wie do not know who 'he was; 
I believe 'He was an Old Testament revelation of Jesus Himse.Jf. He was nut 
wholly human; fur he was without beginning of· days, ,or end of yea:rs; he had. 
neitl1er ·father IJlOr mother; but abideth a priest ·continually. And· when 
Abl'aham, the great .patriarch met Him, -instinctively he recognized Hi·m as 
his Lord; he bowed before Him, and ·received the blessing of Melchisedec; and 
of th~ spoils of, war he yielded a tenth to his ,superior .. And' th'at .incident is 
used in the 'Chapter whioh I read to y,()u this -morning to show the superiority 
of the Priesthood ·of Jesus over the priesthood of Levi. It is said that JesUIS 
diU. not co~e of the tri'be of Levi: "For it is evident that our ILord' sprang out 
of Juda; lO·f which tribe Moses spake noflhi·ng concerning priesthood." : But 
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the~e is a sense, ·that Scr~pture teaches us, ~-n which Levi, who was commanded 
to receive tit-hes, p'aid tithes hf.mself to One Wlho was greater ·than he,- 8JD.d 
recognized that greater and abiding iBri-esthood, namely, the 'Priesthood of our 
Lord Jesus Himself . 

. • The next reference to the giving of a tenth is the story of Jacob, when, 
you remember, at Bethel he saw "the ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
o·f it ·reache·d to heaven; and behold the 'anglels of God ascendi-ng a.nd descend, 
ing on it." And there he registered a vow, saying,' "Io! .God will be with me, 
and wiU keep me In this way that I go, and wiJ.I gIve me ·brea'Cl .to eat, and· 
raiment .to put iOn . . . of a.ll that thou sh'&lt give me I will surely give the 
tenth untlO thee," 

Then, again, when the .law was given ·before the chlId·ren lOf Israel advanced 
into the promised land, it was required that every person in Israel should give 
a tenth of aId they ·had tlO ·the Lord-not ·that they should give it, but that they 
should render it to Him, that they shoul'Cl recognize God, recognize His pro
prietorship ,by yielding to Him that which was /His own. And when ·they came 
,into ·the land of !promise, the land was divided by· lot to ·tJhe various trtbes. But 
Levi, the tribe of which the priests were 'chosen, was given no lot at all; he 
had no .portion whatever in that ,land of promise; but Ms ilortion was with his 
breth·ren. And so of the .tithes whIch they brought, part was given to th~ 
Levites; they were commanded to take tithes of their brethren. But, on the 
other hand, the 'LevItes were themselves required to tithe the tithe. They 
had ·to give a tenth, lOr yield back to God a tenth of everything' they received. 
That ·was the law of the tithe. 

You will find also in certain periods of Israel'·s history the people of God 
fa:i1ed to yield their tenth. The £amil1ar :passage in Malachi asks the question: 
"Will a man rOb God?" And the answer is ,that the people of that day had 
robbed God by wUhholdi-ng their tithe; that is to say, it wa,s ,not a gUt, it was 
merely a recognition of God's .pa..rt in aU they had: ~t was not thei,rs at all. 
That was recognized by the Levitical law. You will find it in '.the twenty
se:venth chapter of Leviticus, and it was there stf.pulated· that the ienth of all, 
wheth·er it should be good or bad, ·belonged to the Lord. And f.f a-ny mam. would 
redeem· the tenth, the tenth of the ,product of 'the field, Dr of the fiock,-if he 
des~,red to .keep it to himself, then he moUst add .thereto one·JUt-h. God said, 
"That. is my property, and off you want it, I put my ilrice upon it. .Lf y.ou keep 
back that ten:th, then you must ad'Cl ·one-fifth, and ·convert it i.nto money, and 
thus produce your offering." It was tllot a gUt at a~l; it was God's property. 
And any man or w·oman, ,under that Old T,estament dispensation, whoo used the 
tenth, is descrlbed as a r.obber, as .beiv.g dishonest, as not being fair with God . 

. And there are at least two instances ,in the .Old Testament . where a g,reat 
spiritual reviv8;1 'WaB characterized by the ·renewal of the recognition of God 
in the matter of the tenth .. When the g.reat passover was declared.in the days 
of Hezekiah, when the iPeople came together to observe the law, when they 
turned with one heart back to' God to do what God had commanded them to 
do, lOne of the elements of tha:t il'ev·ival was a renewal of the payment o.f the 
tithe; the peoPle brought the tithes into the storehouses. And then in the .days 
of Nehemolwh when they beg·an to' read .the Jaw, they disclOvered that it was' 
w·ritten. in the law that "·the Ammonite and· the Moa:bite ·should not come into 
the cong.regation of God for-ever." And so ""they separated' from Israel all the 
mixed multitude"; 'they cleansed the ·congregation when they saw the -teach.ing 
Gf the law. Then they. discovered· that .there was a man who was a1lied with 
Tobiah, who ihad llrepa;red for hi·msel! a ·chamber in the courts of the house 
of God. But Nehemdah ·commanded -that they cleanse the Lord's treasuries' and 
bri·ng thIther again the ;Y~seO.s of the ho,use of ·God. And tlhen ·the iPeople 
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began to' brmg their tithes; that great religious awakening was cha1'3cte~ized 
by'the ,payment of the: tithe. ' ' 

!Now, that 1s the Old Testament standard. God demanded there a ,recogni
tion to the extent of the ,tenth. Let us ,carry this Into the NeW' Testament, to 
see what r,elllltion the teaching of the Old has to the iNew in this, respect. 

, U. Yiou will remember, in the first place, that our LOrd e~preBBed approval 
of the tenth when He 'said to the scribes anrl Phar·i-sees: '''Ye 'Pay tithe of mi·nt 
and anise and cummin, a'nd have ,omitted ,the weigihtier matteI's ;of the law, 
judgment, mercy and faith.,-yoOu have been .giving your tenth .but you have 
failed' to do the other th·ing-t~ese ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone." 

iNoW', I ,said, the ,Lord Jesus approved of ,the givl.nog of the tithe. !But what, 
in principle, did the tithe -i.nvolve?' It was first ,pra<;tised as they entered into 
the promised ;land: Now th'at land was given to them by ,promise; it WIIB God's 
gift; everything .they had came from God. And the Lord simply. stipulatoo, 
"You' shaH recognize 'Me 'by setting aside 'One .ten th of 8111 thait you get otrom , 
m·y h'and, that you may 'acknow-leodge to yourselves, a-nd proclaim to the' world 
that I am the Proprietor, tha.t I am God, and beside me there is none else." It 
was not that God needed'the tenth. He could have had ,the ten-tenths 1f He 
ha'd wanted it; it W1iS all His. But He demanded that they should volunta.ri,1y 
yield a ten·th as a recognition J()f God. 

lWe}'l, then, there should be some recognitlon of God, u.nder NeW' Testament 
pr.inciples, surell.y, as well as U1Ilder the OM. Where d·o you 'find that the iNew 
Testament sets' in 8.Il·Y respect a. lower standard' ,than the Old t Somebody says, 
"The laW' was done away." How was It ·done away? "For what the law could 
not do, in that ·it was weak through the fiesh, God sending ·his own Son in the 
lIkeness of sinful fiesh, an!d for sin, coodemned sin in 'tille 'fiesh: that the 
righteousness IOf the law might be ,fulfilled in us, who ~alk not Blfter the desh, 
but after the Spi,rit." And the objective standard· 'Of the law was taken 'from 
the tables of stone and written upon the fieshly tables of tbe heart; tlie Spirit 
of God was given in· order that .the objective stan1iard mj·g;ht, be 'realiz~ by 
those "who walok not a.fter the fiesh, but' after the Spirit.", But surely in 
material tlJ:i.n,g's .there should be a recognition of God under the New Tef,!ta-
ment dispensation equal to that which was observed under the Old. .' 

• There cam'e a I'ich young ruler to Jesus and said, "Good Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternaR life?" And you are familiar with His reply.: '~Keep the 
command·Ii:J.Eints." ,An,d he l8aid, "WhIch?" Jesus enumerated· them, an1i he 
said, ."All 'these have I kept from my youth up." And Jesus said, "S,ell all that 
thou hast" and distri'bute unto the poor, 'and thou shalt have treasure ·in heaven:. 
and come, follow me. And when he hEfardJ th-is, he was very sorrowf1,lI:' for 
he was very rich." 'Willy? He ,refused to r:ecognize the Lord'ship of,Jesus over 
his :property. oRe wanted eterJl,al Hfe, he w:anted "an -h'Ouse not ',ma4e with 
hands, eternal in -the heavens," but he wanted to keep aU that he had here, too. 
And Jesus put him to the test, and demande·d .in the material :realm the firs,t 
place as a condition of an acceptan'ce as a disciple. 

. !Come now into the post-lPentecostal days. What,do you ofind in the second 
chapter of Acts? After the Holy Spi,rit was given, people recognized the 
authority of their ascended Lord:' "An1i a1-1 that believed were together, and 
had all things ·common; a.nd ,sold their posseBBions and ,goods, and parted them 
to alI men, as every man had need." There wa.s an immediate recoinIition of 

" 

the Proprietorship of Jesus Christ, of His absolute 'Lol"d'fihip in material affairs. 
Then, if you ·'COme into the ·fourth cha.pter, there is''a very ,solemn word: "An1i 
when they had' :prayed, the pla.c~ waS sh'a:ken where they, were ~BSembled 
together; and they were all filled with the Holly Ghost; and they 'spake 'the . . '. . ..-. -, .. -, 
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word, ,of God with boldness. And tJhe multitude of them that ,believed were 
of o~e hea'rt and of ()ne soul: ',neither sald any of them that ~ug.ht of the things: 
which he possessed was his !own; but they had: all ,things common. And with 
great power gave the apostles witness o~ the resurrection ().f the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many IllS were possessors of lands or Ihouses sold them, and 
brought the' prices of 'the things that were sold; and laid them down at the 
apostles' feet:' and distribution WIllS made unto every man accordIng as 'he had 
need.", I point out to you that when they prayed, !lind the Holy Ghost came 
upon that congregation, there was ,It recognition on the pa:r-t !Of every one of 
the fact that Jesus w'aS the owner of everythIng they had; they c().nsecrated 
ail theY-had t() His 8ervic~ot only a tenth ,but everything. 

And then, did you ever hear a ser-mon on tJhe fifth chapter ().f the Acts of 
the Apostles? 1 never did. Y!OU know t;h:e sto"ry in those opening verses of a 
man who 'Came ann laid some money at the apostles' feet. "But Peter said, 
An&nIas, why 'hath Satan fiHed thine heart to lie to tJhe Holy Ghost,and to 
keep 'blllC~ part of the price of the land? WhIles it remained, was it not thine 
ow'n? Aid a;fter it was sold, was' it not in thine own power? Wlhy h!isf. tifloou 
COnceived this thing in, th:lne hea:rt? thou haSt not Hed .unto men, but unto 
God? ,And' Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the 'glh08t: an,d 
great fear ,ca:me on all ,them that heard' these things. And t'he young men 
arose, wound him up, and carr,ied him oOut, and ,buried him. And it was Bibout 
tJhe s~ce of three honrs after, when his wi,fe, not knowillg what was done, 
came'in. And Peter answered unto her, T,ell me wh~th.er ye soild the land for 
so much? And she said, Yea, f()r so much. Then Peter said unto her, How 
is it that ye have agreed together to tempt tJhe Spirit of the LGrd? behold, the 
feet of 'them which have buried thy husb~nd are at the door, and m,alI carry 
thee out. Tihen fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded np th'e 
g:hQst: and ,the young men came ,in, and found 'her dead, 'and, 'carrying her 
forth, ,buried 'her 'by her hu'sband. And ,great fea:r ,came u,pon all the church, 
and' npon as m!llnY 'as Ihearo these ,thi,ngs." DId you ever 'hea.r a !ilermon 
preached from' those passages? I never did. Why? Beca.use we are nearly 
all afraid'lOf them. But !of there -is anything that t'hose verses teach, it is this: 
that God takes account of our giving, Bind that He wiU not be trifioo with, and 
thBit in 'Iillis solemn matter we 'have 'to be .true ,to God' all'd yield ,to Him that 
which is His ().wn. 

I have not time this mornin,g, but I want you, at your ,convenience, to read 
the eightJh and ninth chapters of 1I Oorinthians, which are fuB of teaching on 
tb.,i,s ~att~r of Christian stewardshIp. T'Jliw are too long '(oOr me to attempt to 
expound; bu:t I ask you 'to take those chapters ann prayer-fuBy. read them 
before the Lora; llrliy that the Holy GhQst, who is concerned with the matter 
of giving, lDlay.lead us that we may understa.nd the tea.cMng of those scriptures. 
, You can see.' from the c.hBlpter I read to you' this mOorning that this giving 

of 'the tent!h' is carried forward into ,the' New Testament. We are told that 
bef~re the law was gI~en Abraham ,met .Mel.chi~edec, tJhat he recognized him 
in the giyi:.ig of the tenth. "The scriptu.re,'. ',. . preached '1>efo~e the gospei 
unt~' Abr8lh'!im"':-Abr$a~ had the Gospeil in principle,'as we have, and'it was 
by' faith, Abraha:m was' saved.' Abra'h-!lJIIl.' ipaJ!ltitl1es to Melchisedec, and this 
special act of his I-s ~eferred to In ,the New Testament as ,a recognitIo.il of His 
superio'rity. " . , , , ', ' . 

, NoW, su,rely, it must' fOHQ'w that we' c~lip.ot recognize the 'Lordship of Jesus 
CPJ:'ist-by giv.fng ,iess t;i'an 11: tenth, Call we? Does anyb04Y here say, "We are 
delivered· from: tl).e '~bl~gatio~ to ,give a ten,th. TJIe Gospel r~nd.ered the cere
mOJ;lial law'·obsolete." "Thou 8.b.aU have. no other ',gods before me"~does 'that 
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sUll obtain? "Thou shalt not ·kiU. Thou shalt not bear false ··witness. Thou 
shalt nGt steal"-:-'does any,body say :that the Decalogue has been r.endared 
obsolete by the -Gospel? Does anybody say thM the New Testllllllent ·r.eq·uires· 
a lesser recognition of God than the Old, now that we' have the' full·orbed 
revelation of His grace in Jesus Christ? 

That cannot ·be. The tenth 1s a usellul.mini·mum. Personally, I ,believe 
that the N'ew Testament :requi.res far more than the tenth: but we will let th~t 
pass ,for the moment . 

. lili. [wan't to quote you two OJ," three .promises: "Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the flrst :Ilrul:ts of alil. thine increase: so shall t'hy barIJ,s 
be filled w·ith pIenty, and thy presses slhall burst out with ·new wine." "There is 
that scattereth, and yet increaseth: and there is that wl:thholdeth more than is 0 

meet, but .it tendeth to poverty." "Cast thy bread u·pon the wate1"!S: for thou 
shalt flnd it after many days." And the ·fllllllUiar passage to whi·ch I have already '1 
referred: "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat 
i.n mine house, and :prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, U I' wiN not 
open you 'the windows of heaven, 'lII1ld pour you out a ·blessi-ng, that there shall 
not ·be room enough. to a-eceive it." The 'Scriptures abound with promises of 
blessing to those w4to thus recognize God. 

Are there some objections to tJhat? Do you object to the tenth? Do. y,ou 
say, "We are not .~nder the law, but ·under grace." Very well, then: take the 
standard of the New Testament, and you shall find t'hat the 'standard of the 
New Testa.ment is much more exacting: U requires the dedi-cation of spi·rit, soul 
and ,booy to ·the servIce of tJhe Lord: it ·.reg;ui:res ·the recognitipn of God: in 
evero~thing-in our business, in our families, in our recreations: ·in everything 
God is to have ·the 1I.rst iplace: not oniJ.y one·tenth·, but ten·tent1ls belong ·to Hi~. 
Every dollar that He gives to us .is to be admiollistered under the direction of 
the Holy 'Ghost, and we 'have no r-iglht to spend any of our money without .rllfer· 
ence to the wHI of God. ·A tenth is, 'at ,least, a useful minimum for setting aSide 
for the work of the Lord. And: I venture to say that if -God's .,people :wer.e to 
recognize Him even to that extent, our Mission treasuries would be iIlv.er
flowing: we should have no dUficulty at all in carrying on God's wor·k. Perhaps 
somebody will say, "You quoted just now some promises, and it seems to;me 
tJhat it is rather a mercena·ry view of things. I do not want to give ·for the 
sake of ·the blessing I get out of it. I want to give as a matter of duty, and as' 
an expression 'of my gratitude to God." But, my friend, you ·cannot give as an 
expression of you,r gratitude to God without getting a blessing. You ·bestow a 
gift upon somebody you love: ,let the love whiCh is ioll your heart flnd expression 
somsh·ow. And i·t does not matter whether they say "thank you" or not, the 
bleSSing comes in spite of yourself. You cannot render an act of devotion to 
the Lore Jesns Christ without getting a .blessing. When Mary brou·g'ht her 
alabaster box of ointment, very precious, and broke it upon tIhe Saviour's head, 
do you think she needed to hear the Master say, ''[.at her alone"? She 'had 
witness in her own hea·rt the moment she did: 'it that her love 'had found 
eXipression, and she was in Heaven in ·the very act of doing it. You' cannot, 
wUh full purpose of heart, yield anything ,to Jesus Christ, wIthout thavLng a 
little taste of Heaven. You talk about this bargaining pri.nciple in .these 
promises: y,ou say it is a low lovel. Is it? '"What is your .income?" Welll, do' 
not teU me: it is so much. You have so much you do -not know what to do 
Woith it? "No, s·ir.; to tell you the truoth I do not know how .to make· endlS meet." 
wen, take a tenth off. How much m'Gre will you have when you take the tenth 
off? "Well, it is a ,tenth shorter, that is aH." Now, ·can you take God at His 
WlOrd, III1ld take Him' into ·partneroshi,p ·and live on nine-tenths .instead of on· ten
tent'hs? 'Don't you see that every promise of ·blessing that 'God gives .requires 

6 



you to do somethIng ·that is contrlliry. to the nature of thf.ngs? It ·requires you 
. to smash the multiplIcation table to .pieces; it ,requires you to say, "I have more. 
willen I have only nille-tenths .than when I have ten-tenths." Only God Can 
make ni.ne-tenths go farther than ten-tenths. Don't YGU see it .requires a recog
nltion of God, a recognition of the supernatural, an acknow-led·gment that Goo 
has ·power to 'bless the ma!!- who trusts Him? "Honour j;he Lord with thy sub
stance-I 'wi'~l quote.it again -and with the ·fi·rst ,fruits of aU thine :increase: so 
s'luin thy ·barns be .filled with .plenty, and thy preSlSeB ·shalI burst out with new 
wine." Who s'ays so? Wbat professor of ag·ricu·lture is going to fulfil ·tha.t 
promise? Just beca,use I honour the Lord with my substan'ce, and with the 
first fruits of all my -increase, who is to see to it that my barns shal:J. be filled 
with plenty? Only God! And G04 wi.ll fox-give you for i:1eing mercenary if it 
is to Him' you look ,for reward. 

IV. ,Let me ,give ·you two o·r three illustrllltionrs of this principle. When 
Jacob comes back and the '!lngel meets :him, he recognizes .God, an{l 'he says, 
"With my staff I' pas'sed over ·this Jordan; and ID!OW iI am 'become two bands." 
G()d di-d acknowledg·e and r·eward His faith; He did bless him. Look a:lso 
at ;the ·story of the WIOman of Sarepota, or of. Zarepha..th, 'as s'he .is' call'El!!t in .tlhe 
Old TestaJIlen-t, to whom ,Elijah came, as Go·d's representative, and said, "Bring 
me, I pray thee, a morsel of 'bread in thine hand." And she 'said, "As the Lord 
thy .God liveth, I have n()t a cake, but an handful of meal in a ba.-rrel, aud a 
little .oil :in a cruse: and, beliold, I am gathering two sticks, that [ ·may go in 
and dress it llor me a,nd my son, that we -may eat it, aDid die." But Elijah said, 
"Go and make me a little cake first." Oh, how UlIlreasonable of the proophet! 
But he said, "Thus sa:ith the ·Lord God of Israel,' The bar.rel of meal shall not 
waste, .neither shall the cruse of on -fail, until the day tha.-t the ILord sendeth 
,rain u·pon the earth." And somehow or another, willen that widow put God 
first, before iIlerself and her lSon, that Uttle bit ()f meal never came to an end; 
it was multiplied. The Lor·d of adl :harvests saw to it that she· had enougll and 
to spare. 

And yonder there ion the wHderness the people were gathered, and tho 
disciples said, "Send the multitude away, that they -may go into the tow.ns and 
country round about, ·and lodge. and get victuaLs: for we are ·here in a desert 
place." iJut Jesus said unto them, "They need -not depart. -Give ye them tg 
eat.'~ And they said, "Two hund·red pennywGrth of ·bread is not sufficient ·for· 
theD;!., that ,evel'lY one of them. may take a little." And in effect Jesus said: "-If 
anyb.ody becomes my ·guest, 'he is: never served with a little. I am not content
that 'any one shoUild take a little where I 1lJlll. How many loaves have you?" 
"Th~re ts a lad here, wh·ich hath five barley loaves, and tw:o small fishes; but 
wihat are Ilhey among so man'Y?" '\Bring them ,to ·me." And those five ,barley 
loaves were. put into the hands of Jesus,. and '~when -he had given thank-s, he 
distributed to the disciples, and tlul disciples to them t'ha.t were set down; and 
likewise of ,the fishes as much as they WOUld." And .note: "They dId eat, and 
were. all ®lIed: and there was taken up fragments that remained to them twelve 
ba's-kets!' ,I wonder lif tJhat little lad . came and 100ked at the great 
baskets there, and said, "WeU, how did it happen? I 'had ·but ·five ·loaves and 
two fishes, but they put them into the hands of Jesus and He ·fed ;five thousand 
people. And after they had aU they wanted. to ·eat, there IlIre twelve baskets 
left. I could not .carry them home now i,f I tried." That Is God's way. He 
has done it since then. It is a blessing to be poor. It is a kind of 'blessing we 
none of WI covet, I grant 'You. But, at the same time, there is a blessing :in 
being poor: "Hath not God ,chosen the poor of thIs world, rich in faith, and 
heirs of the ·kingdoon?" And the Lorn just loves to get Hfs work done 'Ilhrouglh 
poor people. You go to M'u.eller's .orphanage and ask them from what sources 
the' Lorn supplies their ·need, and I think you wiH ,generally find that, while 
there are some lar·ge oontributions, it ··los· mostly very smaH gifts f,rom .poe.t 
people. You go to any missionary organization like the China In.land MiSSion, 
which I~arns to trust God ,for supplies, and while God proves that He can bless 
a rich ·man and take the ·first .place in ·his llfe, and there are some IllIrge gifts, 
the greater proporUon ·comes from poor people who recognize God. 

I ·pray that Goo by !His ·Spi.r-it may help us to understand His Word, and 
that He will give WI all g,race to obey its teachin·g. 

N~~Scr-iptures relating to tithing appear' on next page. 
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SCRIPTURES RELATING TO TITHING •. 
Pa:id. by Abraham to Melchizedec, Gen. 14':" .2()J; Heb. 7: 2-6. 
Ja'cob vows to .give a tenth, Gen. 2-8: 22. . 
MosaIc laws -instituting, Lev. 27: 30-.33; Num. 18: 211-24·; Deut. 12: 6, 7, 17-19; 

14: 22J29; -26·: 12-1'5. 
Customs relating to, Neh: 10: 31748; Amos 4: 4; Heb. 7: 5-9. 
Tithe of tithes for priests, Num·. 18,: 2:6; Neh. 101: 38. , 
Stored i'll, the temple, Neh. 10,: ~8-39; 12: 44; 13': 5, 12; II Chron. 31: 11, 12'; 

Ma1.3: 10. 
Payment resumed· dU'ri-ng revival, I[ Chron. 3,1: 5-10; Neh. 3.3: 12. Withheld, 

iNeh. 13: 10<; Mal-. 31: 8. 
Approved by Ohrist, Matt. 2.3': 2.3; Luke 11: 42. 
Payment of tithes ma.d~ a s\l'bstitu1te for a spiritual religion, Matt. 2,3,: 23';. Luke 

11: 42; 18': 12; Amos 4: 4-45. 
'Dhese sCriptures a're given here as a guide to those who would study the 

question of tithing-and we hope every member will do so. !But read also the' 
eighth and' ninth chapters ()if :m Corinthians. 

'CHURCH NEWS. 

The Pulpit To-day.-Rev. C. J.' Brading, Secretary of the Scri.pture Gift 
Mission, Lonoon, England, will occupy the pulpit at 11 o'clock. Mr. Brading 
is a most gifted sp~aker, and we rejoice to Ihave him with us for the mo·rning 
service. At 7 o'clo·ck the Pastor wil\! preach on "The Coming of Christ the 
Hope of the Bereaved," second in a serie~ 'of sermons on "The Blessed Hope" 
-The Coming of Christ. \ 

Ordination of' Mr. W. L. l4cKay;-On Thursday afternoon, June 21st, at 
2.30 'P.m. a Council ·consisting bf delegates ,from the chur,ches of the Toronto 
Association will convene in Jar'vis Street Lecture Ha:ll, to consider the advis
ability of setting apart to the work of the Gospel ministry, Mr. W. L. McKay, 
Superintendent of our Parliament Street Branch. It is expe'cted tha.t the pro
ceedings will he completed at fhe afternoon service. The meeting will be 
open to all, and we hope Jarvis Street wiM he well represented. 

Jarvis Street Church and 'Sunday School Picnic.-Tbis important event 
will take place July 4th, at Centre I'sland, and will be ibigger and ibetter than 
ever. Everylbody and 'his wife and family will be there, ISO be sure to keep 
this date open. Will the Iadies of the church and congregation who can render 
help with the tea arrangements, etc., kindly give their names 'at once to Mrs. 
W. W. Brown, who will be glad to make use of every available worker? 

Parliament Street Branch Picnic will be 'held Tuesday, June 26th, a't Scar
boro Heights. 'Contributions 'toward 1'he expenses would Ibe much appreciated .. 
and may ·be given to Mr. W. L. McKay, or left at the chureh office. 

At the last "Open" meeting of the Women's Home Mi'ss,ion Board, several 
expressed il'he desire to meet the tohird Thursday of ea'ch Summer montih, to 
pray for a revival and for our mission fields. The Women's Home Mission 
Board has, therefore, arranged for a united prayer meeting for Thursday, 
June 21st, at 2.30, in the S. S. Hall of Bloor Street Ohur,eh. All women of 
the church are earnestly reque'sted to come and make this a time of real inter
cession that God may v,isit our clhunhes in revival power, and pour forth 
blessing on our mission fields. 

m~t O!lpttr~ O!altnbar 
Sunday For the week beginning Sunday, June 17th, 1923. . 
10.0~Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10.30-Communion Service. 
11.0(}~Public Worship. Rev. C. r Brading. 
3.0~ The Bible School will meet. 
6.0~Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.0~Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 

Tu~sday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock-Meeting for Prayer .. 
The Parliament St. Braneh, 250 Parliament St. Sun,day: Bible School, 3.00: 

EvangeliSitic Servi'ce, conducted Iby Rev. W. J. Thompson of Long 
Branch. 

Wedaesday,8.oo, Prayer Meeting. 
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