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"And they knew not tb. t J o.eph understood them; lor he .pake unto them hy 
an interpreter. 

"And he turned himself about Irom them. and wept; and returned to them 
again, and communed with them, and took Irom them Simeon, and hound him 
before their e,.e .... -Geneli. 42! 2J.24, 

WE have often .turned ,to the story of Joseph to find thereIn Illustratlolls 
at the doctrines of grace, for It is a story which Illustrates In the most 
striking way God's method of dealing with HIs children. I have fre· 

quently suggested to you that It only confirms one's conviction of the insplra· 
tlon of Scripture, to find the ultlmaote revelation of God's purpose of grace, as 
contained In the New Testament, lIluBtrated In the Old. It Is Impossible to 
understand how the ,prinolples of the Gospel could have been antlolplllted so 
long In advance, a.part from the assumption that God is speaking In Genesis 
as ·In Revelation, and In every chapter ,between. 

There are !few sections of Scripture with ,which we are tnJOre familiar. 
The children know the fascinating story 1)f Joseph and his brethren; how he 
was sold for sliver by those who envied him and who resolved that hie pro· 
phetlc dreams should never find ~ulfilment,. He was numbered with the trans· 
gressors, and he !bare the sin of others; but he 'was 'Promoted to great honour 
and tQ a. 1I08It1on at great author~ty. The day pame at last when the lives of all 
men 1I1ere In his hand, and they were dependent, upon his grace for their 
sustenance., '" , ,,' , . 

The cha.pter ,before us Is one that I think maybe taken to Illustrate God's 
way; of ,b~Jpglngr HI~ own cblldren Into closer fellowship wltllHlinIilelf, 

I .. .J·:WAJlt you, ,first of all, to tak" the point of V'iew of thell8' ten men, .. wh,o, 
driven, W,,,\Jle ,batrennellll of their own co~try, the. empUness of their own 
granaries. the urgent need of their own families, go down IntO Egypt !becaUse 
th#)y ~VA:!, ~~rd, that coz;n, Play ~ere be ,:OI?ta~ned. lAnd they come Into the 
pr,".~c;e'.,ol h~; W~P ,Is Jqre.rno~"over ,al1, other l~d. 'rTo ,tlj.em He 18 A B~em
I~,,~"emor. 'J,'b,ey d.o ,nol \'now his na,in~i.~hey fee! no ~ectlon for Mni:' 
tl!.1})'j~VII no, !les1r$ q, -coJWDune,;wlthhlm;'I~"Y find. no IPleasure 11'1. his pres' 
~~; they, ha~ ~o ,desire ,to enlist .10 hlB ~!7tc" :', t,hey come, IDto hl~ presen~e, 
a'M,~4 ;~tm_ ~~ly ,a gO:V!i\r'\l0r .~ grl\l!ot Ji0'!Ver,~nd of 1'OU8h 8peech .. III ~o~ 
th~'.:CQmp~W,e to .t,b.e ,view; ,\fMIib: ,many 41tve of ~ W3l.om 'We, know to, ~ 
4)II,l' .Sa~~j;iWhJ:, 'Is ,It that,fiq(mall7r~ H:Jw, ¥. b,&V1ng ",:10 ~ ~Ot 
comellneB8; ,and ,when they see hlni there is no 'beanty that theY should d~B 



, .. 
..... 

.. :s 

bhn.,;y; Tbey apeak of God as "the Almighb:' as One Who la' Co, be_'rqardeaj 
.. t: a distance, and Whom It were ImpoB9l.ble to love. How groBIlly, bow tei-, 
1':1'ly misrepresented G<ld bas been! . From ·the vel7lbegtnn. lng~. tet, .~Iaper«l his Ue, and mall' belleved -it .. tbat GQd Y{~ unwll ~l ·me I 
lIiI,oul "e happy, that they should enter jc)yoUSl Jqtq ,~e Uae 01 ' '~t H : 'Ii~ ~ten in this Ibeauf.Uul world:' ''004'dotlJ IJ:",JUl&tln th,,'d i)',.e ea.t 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, anil ye shall be 8B trOOs, knowing good 
4qd evlV' And he has ever suggested to men'tliat God has arbl~y locke~; 
4C1Ore against UB, that He has shut away 'H1B,IIlO/ilI~\9~;c' om our: 

story as lUustratlve of God's way ofdtspellhlg .~e' . te 
'fa =:!'r:~ ~~.d'S way of leading, us Into ~D, Q~eratandlD8.'of HW plana ~ I ~

Slon; and that He Is not, to 00 Jove,i, nor ~'''f. ,.lD be. ' I ~ l 

, I "'They knew not that Joseph uilderatOOd thebl; for he spake uto .\bem·1I ! all Interpreter." He did not speak to them' In', the1riOWD spe1!ch,1l'01' did the ! 
. k~ow that he was able to under~tan,d th~1' speech. . lie .w~_a ,st~er, as . I 

fa a stranger to mwy. -He was, However,' /I 8traf&{1er tMt~ tDArHH.· It1letl tDeril 
dompeUed to deal. They came' iDto his ,presenoe 'because they eould not helb: 
It,· Their wives and their little ones were starving; the.~ retus84 ~oyiel~ I' 
1l€V ofrait, and tbey were drlveu by 8h8fJl' neee8Blt)+ ~nto·-tbe presenee Of thls 
stem4aced governor. Thus do men 'oome to God,·-I.-knowUw·popalw to-Qay 
to'flay that the way to win men to God Is to preach the 'love of Ood.' 'NIese 
m6Il were won I1t ll1st by the governor; but it W8B not love which, first 0( all, 
brought them Into his presence;eve~'as t venture--tiJ ~~at it le not love 
which, first of all, btilligs us Intb !'thi ilresence' ot \GOO.' II fiV4f :tome because we 
have to eome; we think of G<Id because we are compelled to thtDik of H1m, 
becaUBe there are circumstances In Uf~ which drhe UII into His presence. Just 
two weeks ago this morning, I met at the dose of the eerv.lce, a gentleman In 
New York, a f1me-100k-lng maD he wall, of about ·flfty.JIve or elxty. And you 
cOUld not' seeblm' wltbout feellng 'U1ai be was a maD of eomma&lding presence. 
who would 'be Bure to find eome Influential apli.ere. And -I was Introduced to 
him by a mam who W8B a member of the Calvary Church, and 8Ibout his own 
age; and this CbrlstlanbuBlness man put his arm around the shOUlder of the 

. other, and as he Introduced me to him said, "I bave just 'been talking to thle 
brother about the joy of serV'lng the Lord. I have lived the past two years 
myself mme than I 'have lived In all the other years that went before. And," he 
said, "you know this brother Is not on the Lord's side avowed'ly as yet." And 
thls other splendid man said, "Well, for ten or fifteen years, I never crossed 
the threshold of a place of worship. But," he said, ".I wandered In here about 
a,y~ar ago and the word of the Pastor found my heart somehow, and I bave 
been eomlng ever since."· He said, "I have a son, and he was terribly wounded 
In, the war. And-oh, well, sir, 1 suppose It Is the old stoty, that we tMn,k of 
God when we have to. And," he said; "I have jU8t had to think of Him." He 
was a mam of means. And this other man eald, "Now the Lord wants yo'll, 
He wants to claim you, and He wants to 'Use the rest of your lite ·tor His 
glory." I trust he may yet come .. But that was a ~reai truth:' "It Is the o1d 
story," he said, "we tltlnk of God, I suPllbSe, when ·we bave to.", y~ will re
member the old hymn: 

i'. 

"I can but 11emh If I go, 
I aID resolved to try; 

For If I stay away, I mow " , 
I multi for ever ~Ie."· '. !'. 

That Is how most of us c~me; B8.y1ng, .'ltfy' 80\11 Is hungry, my gmnai'11!B 
are empty, the field9 ,1 tilled with all my ml,ht yield nothing that dali: ·.tI/dY 
tbe' bunger of the eoul. I havecbJDe doWn to E~t 'beca~se·!t hean!' there 
Is. corn bere: I turned mY thoos11t tdwaJod religton becauSe '1 roGDd"'nOtbtD« 
eille to satisfy, and I Juat have, a faint hope thatperhq,S I Duly fhi,.'iIOJitetblU6 
that can nourish tbls Immorla'l: part. of me, 68 I c'iln find no iiloutashmefit 
el~where." ' . .'.. '. . 0r!, . l. ',. W .':: 

They came than Into .th,e preS4l ... tl~ of ~he go.yernor onlV 1or. '1lt+'.cOH&~·'l thijy 
came with empty eaoksi they ~~' as .proUd merChants f+,onil titaJl 'eo1rnt, :1tftll 
mODey iii .thelr scrip readyto'~ for all they reeetv6d' .. They' ~1ted'btI ,that 
of the .f,uUness,9t 'Egypt's storeh~s. ther 'mlght; reeei'Ve M~PrefU+il1'b·th~li 
own eounUy. and hoJd no 1lD.rther convene With the goyeri!&/of lheia'iill!' 'lIi'e7' 
had ,0 Interest In him perSonaUY. Sa1vatltJn,.tcY 'them, ''''88 'ti~ nHhlr~fttI. 
qpr • .,U,t.ln his corn. Ah. tbat Is,th.~ eoriclJptlori ti,tatljolt8OPle iuj.vlh'l·rel~~ 
that it 1IJ'merely a way to satl!ltf th~IKI1U,that It fila iln'a ~ itisuriD6i1Fal'iI.l0lit 
lhe tntlJre. an Insurance policy provfdlng cemhi stell: "benefttlin'nd' !/alvatliStl' 



alter: death; but tile Penon In' wbOse NliDltt tile polley· Is Issued Is a stranger; 
he:ilulloIDt~ut·m .Hlm. :Howoften you hMr peoPle saying, "Js It esselltial 
to salvation?" Wtlat do they mean? 8Unply this: "What Is the price of 
.~ please? How mu.cb have' I to 4>Ily?Hame your prtoe, and I will pay the 
money:', J -want to ·.ve thla 8001 of mine," :Multitudes of people bave never 
passed tbey-Ond that. And wben you talk to them &.bout the deJlght of the Word 
or.God"aIIoot~tlle:1cJ.Ys of collllDUli.lon aOd. tellowsbt.p,about tbe luxury of prayer, 
~'·look.at.'7OU'1.·1IIank.lUllazemeDt, lIe·thOugh they would 8ay, "We are. not 
llit4D'e8tell'lg· tbe&vernol', '. We hUve not come for, that, AU we ,want Is His 
com. ,1!l'elLu 'lioW I1nf m.,:eacaPe &b& eOnsequencesofl'oul" 'Sib, our folly-tlIat Is 
alLi' Teil.u1unr we ·may. be- Baved, Wbat ire the I!It.Mct terms upon wblch we 
m.y,pua within tbe ip.te8 otpearl? And wbeD '011' ba'v& told UII that you have 
Wl(l, ;Illliell the 008pe1 we need, We do DOt we anttllingabout the Governor," 
But ,the '1d'ea ol'iJahatton' oonBlsting Iii a pefeonal relatlonshl'p to God, In per
sonal felIoWllblp with God, In delight In the presenoe of 000, in a real vltal and 
everlaathiguloD with God, 0 tbey have no such conception ol salvation as that, 
But theT'WiU bave to have·1t 'before God. Is done with them. This Govenoor has 
IIOmetbfng to 88y to· any man or woman whose religion has not led them beyond 
.thatt'· There'they are~ tbell8 l selfl8b, scbemlng sons of bargaln-dt1vlng Jacob, and 
over the,dOol' of entl'8ncednto the governor's presence they see In8CJ'llbed the 
worde, "Positively no admittance except on bulJlness"; or like those glIded tools 
IlIlIt you see hanging u.p In a gla88 case In a railway car, "For use In cases of 
emergency only," IWe' think of God when 'we have to thing of HIm. . 

I' TbfIT Oommulled'wlth him, the !rtory tells us; they talked with him and lie 
talked' ,with them 'through an ,Interpreter. They ,did not understand hIm, and 
tbey'dld 'Dot t:now' that be understood them. It w(u 4' ioylellB communwn,. it 
was ta'most uiJoomfottable bour tbey had eter sperlt'ln thefr lives, 'Lo~g qo, 
perhapemore thail twenty years ago, sometblnA"hlili hapPened, They hA4 seen 
their own brother (lomln« to ·tbem wearing a COat ot ti1any colours, significant 
of hell'Bblp and of tbe "act· that be was tlIelr father'l\ Well-beloved, AD'd they 
saId, '\Beb01d, this dreamer eometh," And you know the story. bo* tbey first 
Of all cast' him Into a pft,'-and then ebBllrect theIr minds alid eold him to the 
Ishmaelltes, ' And '8& they ft .. him gohtg away .there In tbe dUn distance In a 
caravlID llito a ·far country, ·they saId mooklngly, "Let ·ns see what w.JII become 
of his dream&", ' And In'that day God answered and He said, "You shan see 
what will tbecome of bls dreams". ~d atways anliwers ·the cha'IIenge of unbelief. 
He always vindicates lIts WOrd. 

And DOW, 88 they come Into the governor's presence, the past Is forgotten. 
And thlB 8ternr.faced governor Uiks them, "Wohenee come ye? And tbey said, 
It'rom the 'Land of Canaan to buy food .. '. And Joseph remembered the dreams 
wh4chhe dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the naked
ness of the land ye are come, , .. ADd they said, Thy servttmts are twelve 
brethren, the son8 of one man in the laDd of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest 
Is thIs day with our tallier, and o~e,ls not", "You say that the youngest Is this 
day with his fatrher, and one 18 uot-wlaat about him'?" "Well, he passed out 
of our lives twenty years ago, and we have not thought of him IJInce. It has 
been agreed among us that we should never menUon that day, When we came 
home tbere was the coat" red with blood, and our father, took It and ellamlQed It, 
and 'be Mid,: 'Jo88ph III without doubt rent In pieces, And Jacob rent hlB 
elothes, 'anti put Backcloth upon his loIns, and mournj!d for his eon mSIlY 
d&19 • , ... &Iid be aid, I 'Win gO down Into tile grrave unto my son mourning.''' 
"Ya are. spies," IBid the governor again. AM they said, '.'No, we ar~ true men; 

·We &reDOt sptea." I A:nd I can almOllt fancy their standhig 1lp and sayIng. 
'~e ~·tw91v& brethre~i BoDS ~ ourfstber;"oiJ.e Is. riot,,~d ~,foung~t" I~ t~ls 
dRy 'WJtb' au,l' f~tber','lbtleland of Canaart~4 that l~·'~he:wll,c?lef~Uy,~.&; 
tol'T," 'ADCi' then'one at them, 'lle 'did not 'know why, tamed to tJiti others, and, 
riddeD.,., tile 'years rotled'aivay aM tb8.t long-diStant day \vas' In the presellt, 
an (Hie eIlkI, 111m knowing tbltt the governor und'erstOOd ,It, "We are vetfty: «ull~Y 
eoDc8l'DlbI' oUr obroth'&r, 'In tllat we saw the anguish 01 his '80ul, whell he 
~t-:1l{i:l;Wd we would not hear; therefore Is this dlst~',cdme upon ua.:~ 
Yoal dan aIihost htlagllte 'Weir saying,. "But Reuben, wha~ P61!s1~re' conn!K;tlon. 
haalOllB ·WftibthatP :. Wbat poSM.ble ",I~tlon has ,thIs day to, that "-a1 of ,~weJiii 
,elri ~r: ·M~, itHla,.81~j9 has a rets'tlon tv evert other day iii whlcb ~hi 

. WM ~lftiltted;:~bIB;.tinreperlted Or,9,nIt"qn~0J11~~,'"n:ma:f be IHv~ty. 
yeaf!J"ago,!U'rtmy~ fttty.')'ear8 q'c); but 19U'cann~ cdihe Into. the prese~Qf . 
onr OdVe1'DClr '1tftho1it' rem8Jillljering tile '~t.. Do you know wby8G.ine 'l)eQille 
40. not . ,ike : '1'e!i!lttg f:h"·Bmle? ~~se It s~~, .w'~h. I'~ . ,sp~;.: ~ltl'; 
h"ph: beeaue It IlDJjtJtell hHqufty; IbeCause It eliarlu us wftIi tieing Spies, With' .'. , 



IlHIlncerity; calls us sinners. Do you 'know why Bomepeople do not love to 
pray! 1 will tel1 you why. Becauee It Is ImpoBSlble to come .Into the presenee 
of that stern-faced Governor without Baying what Re\IJben 88lId, '"We are verily 
guJltY". 1 cannot tell you how It Is,but 1 k·now It IB BO. There Is a remem
brance of sin when we comebef{)re Him, If the only reason for our coming Is 
to get corn. 

. "And he put them all.togetilier Into ward three days." And tbese i)J'IOud and 
free men were deprived of their liberty. They _d, "When 'We came down to 
Eg)"Pt we were free men, and now we cannot move; we are Just fettered In 
every d1rection". Somebody came to church beoIwse somebody elee Invited 
them. And If It was a place where God was, they had this Ull)erienee: they. 
cam~ Into the preeence of a Governor, and He had something to 88Y to them, 
And when they went away from church, they sald, "I have not been ~mfortdJte 
since". 1 did not read tbe letter, Ibut eomebodytold me tbstthere WB8 a letter 
In the ,paper Borne months ago objecting to tbat text our ,Brother Davis has 
painted on the wall of the Yonge Street Mission: "The wicked shall .be turned 
Into hen, and all the nations that forget God", He said that it was 'OutrageouS 
that any,body should be permitted to put a text Uke that before Mm. 'It made 
him uncomfortable all day, when he went down to his business In the morning. 
W'hy, of oounre, "he Pllt them all together Into 'WaJ'd three daya". They could 
~ot lbe other than uncomfortable when they came Into the presence of the 
governor. 

And further: He "took ,from them Simeon, and bound ,him before their 
eyes," as thOUgh ·he would say, "You say you are all the BOne of one man. 
This wl1l make you one less. Now go 'home and yoor brother will stay here 
until you come back again." And as they went home, 1 fancy as they took down 
their 8II.Oks and they found their money, every mlllIl In his Back's mouth, they 
sa1d, "We wan,ted' to 'pay him Ibut he bu th~own It baok" , And another said, 
"Ah, yes, lbut you have to pay pretty dearly when you go down Into EgyJpt. We 
were ten men going down ,but we are only nine coming back, and we bad no 
power to resist ,him. His strong hand was laid upon us and here we are. 
True, we have got corn, but, oh, we ha.ve had to .pay a tearful price tor 11". Did 
you ever teel the hand of the Governor In your life lIke that? He took ffOom 
you BOme Simeon and bound Mm before your eyes. It may have been 'Your 
money; It ma.y have been some pecuniary tron,ble; it may bave been a ,reverse 
in business; it may have ,been the loss of 8Omebody's frlendshlip; It may have 
been an empty chair-and sometimes an empty chaJ:r means an empty world!
and to-day, perh~ yOU cannot see that ,the darkl[leB8 of HIB providence Is staI1.1t 
with benign Intent. You Bay, ",I hAve no doubt whatever that there IB a Power 
beyonll me, apart from me, that controlB human life and desU.ny~1I It fate. 
call It what you will. -But a Hand came QUt of the unknown and came Into my 
life and 1 had no power to resist it, ,but-

"I Mnnot 80 .foreC8.!lt the yeare, 
To find In loss a gain to match; 

Nor reach a hand tbTOUgh time, to catch 
The tar-oft' Inte~st of tears." 

My Simeon Is g.one, I am bereaved! That Is all II know B1bout your God, that 
He has dealtharsh]iy with me." How often I have heard men talk ake that! 

Now, thllit Is one point -of view-the view of these men with the empty sackB 
who loolred Into the face of the stern-faced governor, In wJJom they did not 
recognize a friend. 

'II. iBnt let us just draw aside the veH. The text tells us that he understood 
everything they said-not a word fell from their l~ but be understod them. 
And when he could endure it no longer, ",he turned b-imeelf about from them and 
wept". Behind the scene,the heart ()f the governozo overflowed. Tetra ,rolled 
down those Btern cheeks, and he was oonvulsed with emotion: "He turned 11lm
self about trom them, and wept." Oh, H they 'could have seen ,bim thenl 
1'1&ere Is altoallB another s'de to what we see God. doing before ovr .erles. If we 
cOiIld see ·behlnd the scene, ,what a different view eome of us would «et of our 
Governor. Somebody will ask, uWell,:wby.did the governor weep? -He b,ad. it in 
bls 'power Instantly to dlspil1 all their d()ubts, and to 1lbtroducell111ij18]t, and, to 
l'ight'the past." Ah,. ~o', tbls governor had 8ODl<lthing to do with them;. fOT,.l 
wanlto remind you that there ~ noihfftg In "o8ep,,~. Past thaI toOS, '''~''tC1n1 
with, those tears. We may call him by ~18 D~e;BOW, He ,Iii Josepb 'D.Q~, ,tM, 
)ODg-19st brother, and they Will find l1lm 9Ut some ,day, And there wes Dot.hlna 
tn his past, 1 say, Inconsistent with hils ~, as be turned about and wept.,~ Be 
.. ~~ .. ~~" t .. "" ,., "'e ~"H""',, 'n,.'~riI hi" hT'pthT'pn In All thp VP.lIrll trone h:v. You 



will rememlber how he "broucht unto hlB fMher their evil report". How do you 
nterpret than It was not In tbe sptl1lt of a malicious tale-bearer that he told 

e story of his !brothers' Bin. But thus early God bad Implanted within him 
at love of righteousness and hatred of Iniquity which he 90 nobly ex.pressed 
en, ata later day, be said, "How then can ,I do th'ls great wiekedll'l!88, and 

n against God?" "Thou loveat righteousness, and hatest wfckednese: tJherefore 
d, thy 000, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladrums- above thy. fellows." 

. ·nd, mylfrlend,·the love of God js such that It cannot ~ook upon oW' aln ·w.ltbout 
bholTence. Can a mother look upon her chUd o!ri1cted with some fatal maiady 
drove ·the thing that promlsea to .brlng that ,body down, a mass of reeking 
rrupUon, to the grave' 1 have mown mothers who almost IIhuddQ'ed at the 

ery mention of some dilseases. Go Into the presence of some woman and just 
eotfon the ward, IDlphtJheria. She bates It, because ~t left her cradle empty, 
rhaps because It left. tJwo or three chairs empty. God· hates· sin 'because It 

act heaven of Its glory, It bereaved God: and He cannot, 'becatuee Helovee 
s, look upon our sJn 'W.lthout· dealing with dt. 

It colt Jo.eph more to bind Simeon than tt did Bhnco" to be llOVM. 1 do 
ot tJhlnk Joseph ever d1d a harder tlhl.ng tban when he "took from them Simeon, 

bound blm before their eyea". 'I thtnk he said 'In his heart, "Ob, that the 
ours, the days, the weeks would flee away, that ,I might ·have them where I 
ant them. that I mJght fall upon their necks and cry, ''1I am Joseph, your 

ar." But not yet! Thus, my dear f.r1end8, I venture to beLieve t!bat J8INS 
e Sanctifier suffers more than Jesus the Justifier. Mark what I say. In justl· 

cation, tlhe .paln Is His alone; In sanctification, the pain is ours, a,nd tberefore 
t Is doubly HIs. For He suffers In our Buffering: "And looking up to heaven, 
e sighed, and saUh unto him, Ep'hphatha." Associated with that ~ry was the 
Igh of hils loving ibeart. It costs our Lord Jesus many a alp, oh, many a 
1I!lb, to open our ears to His Word, and our eyes to Hla glory, and our IIrps to 

ak His praise. II called one day at a home and lound a father Interr.lble 
Istress. One might have suppoaed that he was 'bankrllPt, that he bad been ·be
aved of his family, tflhat everything was wrong. You CO'IlId see that his eyea' 
ere red and that the whole man was making. Why? Because he bad a wltful 
y. He had postponed the day of chaBtdsement lor a long, long time, :but at 
st. out of love for the 'boy he !had taken the Tod into tbe hand of love and he 
ad applied It. But for every IJtrokehe bad laid upon that boy he had laid one 
undred upon his ownbB'Ok; bls heart was bleeding beC8lW!e he <bad to do It. 
hat Is the story of the text. "He turned hlmse1f about trom ·them, and wept." 
nd some of us are mlllk'lng Him weep every day; some of us are CBIlmng Him 
nch grlef-I had almost said, as He had never ex.perlenced save at the crOBB. 
y ·brethren, our God wanta 'Uf! to know Him. And I remind you that behind 

II this discipline of life, these heavy burdenll, these aJrllctions, these overwhelm· 
g sorrows, these bitter and Inex;pllcable bereavements, tlbeae overwhelming 
ods of grief, our Governor is weeping tears of love: It is ibeC8lllae He wanta 
separate us from our sin. ' 
m. THE EXPLANATION Is tbe best part of my story. Tbeycame to him 

hout con,fesslon of aln. Tbey 88IId, "Now, let UII forget It; ,tt III burled 10 
e past, and we will leave It tbere." And during ·Ilboee twenty years if anyone 
er referred tn the presence of the others to the action of that -day, I feel sure 
ey said, '\00 not mention that. Let us not talk Bobout that. We went home 
our fatber, and we told him that Joseph· waadead .. and we.gave him the 

ood-llOaked 008t, and- he believes It. Let It remain buried." Ab, you have not 
. e with It, my .brother. You never will be done with .It until that sin Is 
ried In the grave of the Lord Jesus. There la no other place where you can 
ry It. There Is no other ·place from whdch sin can have no resurrection, but 
that grave lrom whlcb the sinner's Su.bstltute was raised. ~en I kept 

lence," said the.Psa1m let, " 'my bones wued old through my ~Dg all the day 
ng. For day and night thy hand was beavy upon me: my: mol8ture,b turned 
to drought of 8I1mmer.'-it is tamine with me; Hfe ~9 tnlgbted and bleated·; 

greenness, . Its beauty, Its -frultfnlnesa-tt 1.8 all gone. because'l kept 
ence.'1 That"Je ~y famine came. Don't ·YOI1 see that lamine eame to make 
em break tlbelr el'lenoe? And God' will send' famine to you, or to. me. to compel 
·to break:our· Mlence. ,-: , ," . . . '1'{ • 

. ' And as I Baldlat the outset, they came thinking of corn. I do, notlluppose 
ey ever. asked' the questIlon as they came down to EgflIt. "I w~nder' who hae 
elteyot'the·storehouse ... · I do not suppose they evel!'stoPll)ed to,enQuire wha~ 
rt of g'O'vetilor it- was who dispensed the riches of .~t. . But they came Into 

presence, Mley communed wtth him, and they fumed their taces homeward. 
Rt Arp t.lll~V tR1ktnl!' nhont now.-on the WIIV home?-the Itlorles or EJl:Yllt. the 
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gnat Itorebousee, all the wonders of the land? Not a word. What are they 
talking abouty About that governor: he.1s more bhan all Egypt. And Oocl wl11 
deal with usunttl we have learned thuBto speak of Him; He wHl deal with us 
untU be has taught us to speak of the Lord Jesus. Oh, the gospel of grace, the 
doctriDeB of the Word are aU Important. Let us not underestlmate their value. 
Bot nmember, we have not ,been brought to where God would ,have us to be, 
uatll we bave tearned that 

"The Lamb Is all the glory 
'Of Immanuel's land." 

Have you learned to talk llloout the Oovemor? lP9>ple talk abOut their church; 
IlOOot their 'Pastor; about all sorts of rellglous Institutions; they wI}} talka'bollt 
tbe 'Bible; ,but turn them aside from all these things and press home upon the~ 
this question, What think ye of Christ? Wbat do you know albout HimT What 
baTe you to say aJbout Him? What is 1011r uperlence of Him? Do y01l walk 
with Him? Do you live with Him? 'Is He yonr aUT What Is 7IO'Ir answer tel 
BUell questions! If you are His, He wldl put you to school until you,fla,ve learned 
that leiBou, my brother. Yon wUl cease to talk II/boUt tbe sacks of corn; you 
.m get away from that meqre, mean, itlllloverlfiled oonceptloo of aalvatloD 
expressed to the habit of asking what js e988lltlal. They did not care bow much 
the eorn cosl A.1'ter a wMle they talked only of the governor. 

And then, he Jeept 8imeoft tAere to make 6ure they 100,,/11 come back again, 
There Is the buman side of It, you know. I fancy Joseph said, "Well, I have go! 
them DOw. T,hey have rome for rom. It maybe that they wllI be 80 atra.ld 01 
my 1)Iresence, so uilcomfortabl--OOClloUse ,he had beard them talking, he kncw 
they had Oeenrem1nded by his presence of the paet-maY'be they will not comE 
back apin. 'Maybe tmey wCNld 'rather die than come ,back again. 1 will kee~ 
Sl'meon." And he ''!bound Wm before their eyes". And J0gePh said, "I will keell 
Simeon bere, alHl tbey will come back again." And that is how the good 
Shepherd doee. They say that yonder In the East sometlmes when the sbepheni 
wants to lead the dock from a pleC!e of outworn ,pasture to a pasture that IE 
green, he goes Into the flodk and gently IUts a lamb and puts It on bls sbouldeJ 
IiDd walke ahead Into ,the new ~ure, and then the Bheep follow. A few month! 
ago we saw the Good Shepherd do that here. There waB a lather who oare~ 
nothln« for God. And the Governor laid HiB hand wpon hlie little Simeon an~ 
carried him away into the glory. 'And Imat unconverted father followed thai 
ohlld up' to tbe gates of !pearl, and he said tthat ~ay, "I will go to him, thOllgt 
be' CaDDot return to me." That J.lttIe boy's home-going resulted In the father'l 
conversion. He was baptized the next Sunday, and the next week left the city 
but 'became the centre of a prayer·ciTcle dn the village where 'he went to live 
and BIOon a revive.l broke out In which seventy &ouls were converted. He "too~ 
from them Btmeon". Are you going to see your S'lmeon again, my brother? 

But that was not all. He kept Simeon becau6e he wanted. to see Ben/amifli 
"Now," he said, "lake your corn and go, and the next time you come down tc 
ElJYJlt brior; youI' youngest brother with you, ,for except your brother be wit 
you, ye shall not see my lace." And 80 they went back home, and when the eo 
.as spent, their father said, "00 aga4n. and IOOy U8 some corn." "Well," th 
said. "we will &0 It you wlJl let Benjamin WO." "0 no," he said, ".Benjamin ah 
not So down with you; for MB brother Is dead, and he ,Is left alone. I Cann 
let Benjamin p." "Well," they said, '"we cannot get anoy corn without Be 
jamln. We cannot buy corn with money down In EgyJ)t. The governor said, 'Y 
shall not see my ,face, ellcept J'OUI' brotber be with you.''' "Welt," Sldd th 
father, "why did you tell blm you had a younger brother!" They said, ''Coul 
we' certainly \mow that 1Ie would eay, Bring your Ibrother down. We had n 
Idea that be' had any interest In us." "But why did 'Yon tell the man all you 
famIJy 'hlstoryr' J think Reu1Jen would say, "Father, we do not know. We dl 
not Intend tOl but he Just made us. Somehow or another, when welgot Into hi 
ptesence he seemed to know eVe!'ytblng, aDd we felt so unoomfortBble' Imat 
were glad to be away." And you know why Joseph wanted Benjamin. He w 
bls youngest brother, the BOD of his ow,n mother, bone of bill Ibone, fk!9h of h 

,flesb: be yearned over blm. It Is the old story: "Take now thy eon, tb,ln~ on 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get bhee Into the land of ,.orlah; and air 
IlIm: tbere for a burnt olrertng upon one of the 'mountains wbioh I ,will tell th 
of." 'And :Iome of us perhaps have been coming with ow empty sacks to 
~hl)US&, and we UTa brought m1lClb money, and ,we ba.'Y9l1l'&')'ed. and we hD. 

, 'ttb;kfCt,. and· 'We bavedone a hWldred tHings. And WI! have wd, "1 get 
relt. nO'ljoy In my 8Illvatton; ,Ieannot be happy In the'Chr~stl&D'lIte; ,Bnd I 
""t Vn" ... whv II I",,, 'will tell von why It lB. You will never see the face 
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\.he Governor until you bring your BenJamin; never until you bring your last 
and best,-your ali-will He reveal Himself to you. And He Is ~olng to deal 
~tII 701l until you do It, and you might Just as well do It now . .u you are truly 
8 cblld of grace, He will never let you go until He brings rou there. 

W:hat about the twenty years of separatlon1 Oh, how lonely Jos~had 
been, how his heart had yearn% tor his !brethren when 'he ·went down Into the 
prison bouse! 'Be saJd, ''It will not !be to-<iay tihat I sha.LI see them. But.I 
reDleDllber my drea.Di, and somehow or anot:ber, ·In the pin and purpoae of 
God, it Is all (or tbe best." And! tben w,ben at last be came IntO' the presence 
o( Pha.raoh and Interpreted his drelllIJl, he saw God dTawlng the veil-revealing 
tllie years 0( IIlenty and the years I()( fam'lne. He made Ms ,propOsal, and ,when 
~t; last PhiLr'a.oli. took, the signet ring from oft ,his hand ani ;PDt It on tbe hand 
ot Joseph, and tile gold chaLo about bJs neck, and exalted 111m ,to !be the first 
hI'·the land, :J: thlmdt Joseph lookedlllPOn that signet rlns and he said, "The 
authority that represents Is all for them. He' has given me autlwrlty that I 
aholtld give ~,le to tboliewbom J love, and some day they will come." And 
tlleo wben the years ot lamine ,began to come, I Can laney lilat J0geph said, 
'II wcmcler if this Is the day tbey will come?" Then at last 'the messenger 
came and Bafd that ten men bad come from a faT country. Tbey were usbered 
Into the ,presence of the augu9t goverIl()r, and as he looked lipon them ibe knew 
them: "Joseph >knew ,hlsbreth,ren, 'but they knew not him." ADd ob, how ihe 
toqed to put 'bls arms about tbem! That Is tile ploture of my Lord J~us. 
He yearns after us. He Is not content wl,tb an oecastona, vlatt: He wanta uS 
to ,come 'and Itve with Him. He saJd, "Abide in Me. 0 &taIy with Me, !ltay 
with ·Me. That Iii why I died, tbat Is wh,y II roved you ,with an everlasting 
love. ,I want you to come and live with me." When Shalt we get away from" 
the Idea that the 'Lord Jeaus Is merely a mercbant aelllq Wl'n? He Is the 
Lover of our souls, and He will never be satisfied untJl He (olds us to His 
loving breast. 

And IjIO the old man said, "Joseph is not, and Simeon Is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away: all tbeee things are aga1,nat me. Me bave ye ,bereaved 
of my children-this Is the 'bl&Ckest, darkest cla)' that ever was." ,However, 
Benjamin went, and when at last tbe governor saw them-not ten,but eleven 
- ... e read tbat he commanded a feast, and be set them all In order of age, and 
gave a double portion to genJamln. Then he sent ,f)hem away again, tbelr sacks 
full, but ,with a special measure for Berijalhln. .But Soon a messenger was sent 
after them, and they were overtaken, and charged 'wlllh the .tlleft of the gover· 
Dor's eull, and when tbey took down their sacks lIhe CIIaI was found In 
Benjamin'8 8ack. So they came 'baoll agatn. And the governor said unto them, 
"What deed Is thU! that ye have done! Wot ye not Ilhat 9Uch a man al! I can 
certainly d,lvlne!" And you remember what JUd8lh sald, "I pra.y thee, let thy 
servant a.blde Instead ot the lad, a !bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up 
w:Jth his brethren." "No", safd the governor sternly, "the lIDan In whose hand 
the 9uP ,Is found, he shall be ,my servant; and as for you, get you up In lPeace 
unto your father." Then Judah drew near, and he told the MOry 01 how be" 
had become surety tor Benjamin and he said, "Thy servant became IJUrety for 
the tad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not ,unto thee, then I shall bear 
the blame to JIlIY father ,for ever." "And now," he said, wJ.nding up b,ls great 
Ill'gument, "how shall I go up to my father, If !:be lad be not with me? 1 won't 
roo II wtll take ,Benjamin tbaCk, or I 'wlU not go." Jntenpreted, ,he said, "I 
:f.Id It once. I wen,t 1nto his presence with the blood·red coat, and we lied to 
~Im, and we said that Joseph was dead. iWe bereaved h,lm ot Joseph, but we 
will never bereave him' of BenjamLn. I will never go and faee him again the 
I900nd time. II will never repeat that &iA of twenty years ago. I wtll die 
)(Ifore I ,will do It. How shall I go up to my fatber, If Benjamin be not wJth 
ne!" Then Joseph knew they ,had repented, that they ,would never repeat 
helr ,tormer sin. I do not wonder that Joseph oould, not rl!fraln thlDUlelt: 
"ruIen Josepb could not refrain blmselt 'before all them that Btood Iby hili!; 
.nd he cried, Caulle every man to go out t,~rn me. And there Btood no man 
vWh ,him, while Joseph made himself known unto his tJtethren." He Said, 
'{' am Joseph your brother, "Wtlom ye sold Into Bsy'pt." ~Dd you bow tbe 
est of the 8tOry. He gave Simeon ,back, ,he gave ,Ben,jando.' ~c1l',' and 'himself 
esldes. And' when at last Jacob came4!v\tn 'Into' EmtPt. tbe'1!ay e&me wben 
e crosaed biehands and laid them 1l>poIl the head II 'of JoSePh'" 8Ons;vibom he 
ad neve .. seen. ancI said; "The Ampl whtcJb fedeemed ·rne.'l'rOm air ·e'tIl, bless 
ile lads,"" lMay the Angel 'redeem us frOm all mi. aud'br!n« 'Ils'&t tast,'w1tb
ut 'spot OJ' blearlsh or any suell . tl! III Ii, hIto bile ipJ'e88Dce' of HIm )Vbo loved 
Band sraVP. Htm!>pl' for "" .\m"" 



PASTOR AND PEOPLE. 
Last· Sunday. May twentieth. Dr. Shields began the fourteenth· 

year of his ministry in Jarvis' Street Church. Lack of space preveDt!· us 
telling of the. gracious time we had together when. at the morning service. 
Deacon Brownlee read the foilowing resolution. wihch was unanimously carried 
by the whole congregation rising and singing "All Hail the Power of Jesus' 
Name." Thus to Him was given the 'glory for all we have accomplished in the 
past. and in His power we entered unitedly upon another year of service: 

Dear Mr. Shields: . 
It is with a lenae of deep gratitude to God that we as Ii church BUd OOIIB~atioD' c:oiJtau. 

p\a~ your entrauce upon the lourteenth year of your Pastorale, in Jarli:aStfeet. BIlP.tift 
Church. We could not allow !hi, annivet3ary' occasion til . pas. without 1IIadiur: On' PQbIlc' 
ri!oord our deepeniag regard for tbe one woho, lor eo maar Y9111, baa falthfallt aiIiI powetfulb' 
lIi1nlatend to UI In the thinge of God. and a1", fumisbed UI WIth such able .leadenhiP in, all 
thlnp pertaining to His kingdom. The bond of attacbment formed in. the eadie( y~ 01 
yoUr work among 118 baa been strengtbened as. tbroURh Iatff da?,! 01 streal and' teStillg. We 
haVe prayed and laboured together in our common taal:. We rejoice woiIiI :rOd,' with· a lIft_t· 
joy. at the manifest bI_lng of the Lord upon your ministry. pcu1icnlarll dnrins tbse Iatm 
days. We believe it to be the ... ult, above all, o.l esalting Chrilt in His cburch. TolrC1bcr 
we . face tbe future .. ith buoyant bearts a futuro: brigbt with the bope that is bom o[ larth; 
laI~ In tbe po .... er of the Gcepel 01 Christ to ~enerate and sanctlly .. hen. in dem~tratiOft 
of . the Spirit. it is learlessly proclaimed in Its entirety. as is TOur oonstant practice .mons till.' 
~., 'Wish unitedly to pledge to J'OU our hearty co-operation and "upport ail together Wt; oorUiDu,", 
IU, tau! lervice 01 the coming daYI. 

.. It Is a matter 01 gratification to ,us, as ... el1,'.aa cau.e for toban1rfulneas. that rour m.in\atry 
is.beins exercised OVeY au ev ....... idening Iphere. We rejoice in the weekly UBue of The 
GjJspel Witnen, througb .... boae pages mauy 01 the spintual messages that han brousot 
stnm8tb and vision to 118 are made availa'ble to 'thousands lar beyond the immediate toucb 01 
ciui! .chnrall lile.. We bave followed ... ith keen interest your recent Iabou .. in Boston and New 
~~1c. lsi Port 'Wortft aud Kan ... City. It is ~ prayeY that as tIhe lavour of the Lord. baa 
rested upon your ... on: among us, .0 Hi. abundant benemction may lall upon tbese and other 
efforb put lorth iu diataut places. • 

.. AS an """ .... ion 01 /Jur esteem and regard; and believing tbat the .upport 01 ita acc:om
pi~t would sive you true pleasure, we have. duriog your recent aMenee, attended to 

, i:fttiIn TeIlovationa iu thl. our house 01 worship,. including the re-decorating of !.be Pastor's 
vestrT and of the church parlour. as wen as the laying 01 new matting au the stair at the 
~ . Street ~trance. May we t!%p1Ua the hope tbat BI thl15 a laler path ill laid lor our 
leel when ~ trciall tbe courts 01 \JIe Lord'~. o~e. and more beautiful aurroundiup furnished 
tis.: wbereln to. worship Him, liD may His . I BUd loveliness illumine and beautily all oIIr 
beUt8 and II'm u we tread tlmt .t,aisht atid rro" .. ay wherein are trod ... ith salely the 
footatepl 'o[ t1ie saints. . 'Ii 

I .. Noli would we close without expressing O\lr d.ep appreciation of and esteem lor our 
Paamr'e wile, wbose quiet. ftelplul inAuence bat', consi.tently ~n a benediction in our mid.t. 
OtP,'llrmpalhy goes out to ber and to you iu t!Wl matter 01 her recent prolonged illness. Our 
lleam. are gladdened by the fact 01 ber recoveb' as it i. th"" lar aooompli9hed. It i. our 
~:rer, b~, restoration to good health may he ~peedy and complete. 

;. !'inaI!r ,we .... ould. 8S I church and coogreption. join in Ibe prayer that your ministry 
Ib OUf midst may' be long continued. We. have the conviction Ib_t your great service In this 
pIue. ·iloilb"be!rtm. and ,that, with the tJlea.i"lr 01 the Lord, We Ihan yet see mlaht; tblnrs' 
.~bt, Ie) the 810ry 01 God and of Hia CbrleL 

,\.: Bleil be the tie that ~ binds 
Our bearts in Ctutstian love; 

The fellow.hip 01 kindr"'" mind. 
h like to that ab()ve. 

Before our Father": throne 
We pour our ardebt prayeri; 

Our leat'S. our ho~, our aim. are one, 
Our comforb. and:. our cares, 

, IU" GlIJstrdJ Glalmbat 
$-/i~"'1. For t~e we,ek beginning Sunday. May ~th. 1923;. '.' ,.; I , 

lO.(J().:,;Prayer S.mce In the Church; Parlor •. Mr. George Grntt~aYl'j 'r ._,; 
. O~m~aDloD Service. " .. " I .; h .' 
l1.~PubUc. Worship .. The Pastor will preach. ' "; 
3.00-.Tbe B~e School will meet. . .. . .. i" ,,_ 
-6.OI)-Prayer Meedug in Church Pad or. ,.. /0 ':.' ',i'" 
7.~PubUc Wonhlp.. The Pailtor: wiJl..preaclt. " r",., . , : ' .: : >', I'·) '.: 

~. Taesda,..T.bnredayand Sa~.8 o'c1o~k~M~i18,for Prayer., :.;. 
T~ ParUamen~ ~t. B"!lch,· 250, Parli.ment St. -'8uadq: Bible ''Schooll ,3.90 
.il! ~ Ewc.ngeb,tac Servace,conducteci.1iY' W. L. McKay-7.00: ,. . ... ' .J:., 
wedne.day. 8.00, Prayer Meeting. '- ' , . ., .. 


