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(Stenographically keported) 

"And they rose up the same llOur, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them. . 

"Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon."-Luke 24: 
33. 34. 

"WHAT if lOur dead cQ.ulod come ·back to us a.ga.1n?-nQt with diseased, ema.ci· 
ated, infirm, decrepit bodies, ibut with ibodlies aglow wi·th 'health, with 
al'l the vI-gor ()of youth an-d, invested with al'l the attractive

ness which once they :possessed dn the ,days of the1,r strengtJh. I 
th!lnk a. sanlCt!ified imagination is sometimes very useful. Have y.ou 
ever tried to enter into the 'experience of the mother of the young man of 
Nain? He 'WIllS ,proibalbly the .only man Who ev,er wal'ked :home from his own 
f,uneral. What a wonder£ul experience that must have ,been when Jesus took 
the youn'g man !by the hand and I,Uted iJJ.dm up and d·eUvered him aga:in to Ms 
mother! I can .t-magi,ne that it ,was impossible far her to find lang'uage with 
which ·to eXJpress the joy Into wbich she had entered to the mourners, who, in 
sympathy, were Blccompanying her to the ,burying place where she might hury 
her dea.d. I have tried someUmee to .pictu're myself 'as one among the com
pany 'at that su:pper at Bethany, where Jesus came to aU woith ·those he loved, 
Where Martha served, and wthere Lazarus was one of them woo· sat at the table 
with Him. You i'emember Tennyson's picture of the scene?-

When Lazarus left his charnel cave, 
And home to Mary's house .retu.rn'd, 
Was thds deman-ded~if he yearned 

To hear her :weepIng ·by his grave? 

"Where wert >thou, brother, those four days?" 
There lives no record of reply, 
iW\h1ch ·tel·Ling what it is to die 

Had surely added ilr·aise to praise. 

From every house tIIl'e neighboui's met, 
T·he streets 'Were filled with joy!uq sound;, 



·A solemn .gl&dnes·s even crown'.d 
The purple ·brows of Olivet. 

Behold a man raised up by Christ! 
The rest rem'a1neth unreveal'd; 
He told it not; or sometMng seaI'd 

The lips of the EvangeH&t. 

Her eyes are hom·es of silent prayer, 
Nor other thoug'ht her mind admits 
·But, he was dead, and ·there he sits, 

And He' that brought him !back is there. 

What a ma·rveHous experience t!hllt mus-t 'have Ibeen! And I sUII,pose we . 
who have lost loved ones have sometimes dreamed of the Joy we should .feel 
if in health and strength and· beaouty they could suddenly come ,back -to Us. 
Nothing else would' be of interest to us' ,but the presence Of those whom we 
have loved and lost awhile. 'Can we' ente·r into the e~per:ience of tJhe disc~les 
who h'ad 'learned to love Jesus.Ohrist? n seems to me that. they must have loved 
Him ·more than they had ever .loved anyone else, !for never was there another 
half so Lovely or lovea;ble. No another ever loved her child as they had learned 
to -love Jesus, although they did not krio'\Y H. They wete Hke some children 
who do not know how much they love their mother until they have lwid her in 
the grave. But when' He was g'one, when He 11 ad. -bo,wed His head 'and g;lven 
up the ghost, 'ohey ,followed Hum 'Weeping as He was laid away ,in the rooky 
sepu'ldhre; they saw ·the stone rolled against tha-t sepulch.re and sealed with 
the Roman seal, and' Roman soldiers set on guard at the ~ave; and they 
tu'r.ned thei·r 'weary "'·ay 'home IIIgain; the mo.on and every s'tar were g·one out 
of the. heavens, 'and the world was dark ,indeed. "We ·tr·usted that U had ,been 
he which sh!()uld have ,redeeme.d Israel" they said, but they knew not the 
scripture tJh·a:t He should' ,rise ,from the dead. And the .hope. that had been 
rising .wUhin them during th'ese yea,rlS of compandonshi,p with Him, the eXlpecta· 
tion to whf.dh. His gracious teach-ing had le·d them,~al1 these th.ings were 
destroyed; Jesus was g,one, and -in t!he d'arkness they were .utterly ddsmayed. 

-Bu,t what if ou·r d·ead 'Were ·to ·come 'ba.ck? It would -be a soUtlllry rejoieing. 
I wonder when the news was sp-read a;broad dn 'Naoin that that w.idow had reo 
ceived her son restored to· 1oi-fe again, if there was another widow mother wtho 
said ·in her iheart, ''II wdsh the Man of Naz.areth ,could 'have met me when I 
was gOing to the g·rave; /but He ,did .not. I left my !boy there, and Iile is there 
still." Per.haips there were some ·in ·Bethany who almost en'V!.ied Mar'y and 
Martha their Joy when the -lle:ws BlPread a'broad that ,Lazarus was 'alive again, 
that he ,had come !back ·from :the grave, that he WII;S sitting there at home with 
hiB sisters. There were other ,bereaved homes in Bethany. ,So'mebody said, '!Ah 
yes, U is all very well; Mary and .!Martha a.re to be congratulated, Ibut alas, 
alas, mine h'as not come ,back. Ou·r family circle is 8tHI incomplete; our loved 
ones will not return." I was' in London on Armistioo day. The ar·misotice Was 
to ·become effective 'at eleven o'clock; but .there was no offl'cial announcement 
that .it ,had been signed. Great Lond·on w'ent on a,bou,t -its work as though 
nothing were happening. There 'was a very tense f.eeloing; you could feel lot 
in the very ai-r;-we ,couI·d feel a tenseness wbout everybody's spirit; 'and just 
at eleven 'o'clock the streets suddenly became alive, 'and ,boys ·r.ushed every· 
where cry~ng 'their paPers. Th'ere was no premature announcement.in \London. 
They d,id not do as they ddd 'in ,America, announce d·t two or ,three days in 
advance. Not until the armisti·ce ,became effective, and the last shot had been 
fired, was the off.icial an.nouncemen-t released that ·the war was over, so 
far as actual fig-hting was ·coneerned. ,But Il:O'W sucMenly, as I have sal-d, the 
streets o,f Londoll ,became like ·a rushing, 'raging, ·torrent; peopIe eame dow.n 
from their offices, out of their stores, men lin their shift·sleeves, women f·rom 
the factories; they cloimlbed on taxica'bs, l:o,rrdes, and every·t:hin·g on Wiheels, 
and in fifteen minutes it seemed as ·though all 'London had. suddenly gone 
mad wUh joy. Just at bhat hour I got .down ·from a ',bus to get a ·paper, as the 
peo.ple !began to give every .possible expressio.n o.f joy. As I got to· the side· 
waJ.k and was getting a paper, I observed a little woman dn /black, in mourn· 
ing robes-I shall never :forget her. ,She dijd not ~uy a paper; she knew what 
had happened. But as the' signi<fl.cance of .It all seemed ,to 'come upon her, she 
covered her face with .her hands, and ,broke in·to a' paroxysm of grief. .I did 

:t 

,. 
, 

f 
1 
! 
> , 
t 
~ 

f, 

! 

I 

I 

.~ , . 
I 



, 
not 8.s'k ;her why she wept; I knew! I knew that .she was saydng In her heart 
about somebody, "0 that h-e ·were here to share the joy of the vd'ctory he 
he'llPed to win." It was by the ,blood tha.t someone she loved ·had .shed that 
that day of victory had dawned a.t last. 

'But, my brethi'en. and sisters, the 'resurrecmon rOlf Jesus may 'be everylbody's 
victory; it ma.y "be ever)"bodY'1! joy; for He was tlhe representative ·man, our 
federal Head, the second Adam', the !Lord from heaven, W'ho came to ,be a 
quickening spirit: "1'1or a'S in Adam all d·le, even so in rOhl"ist shall all be 
mad·e alive." 

'fwrO ileople ·have just hea.rd the news, and late as the hour ds they retrace 
their steps and hasten ,back ,to J er,usalem to those whom they t-hiIl'k would 
,be dnterested ·in the s-tory. On arrival they find the eleven and those that 
were wdth them assembled Ibehind shut doors for fear of the Jews. As they 
quietly come into that company tlhey flnd that tlhey are all talking, ,they a.re 
all fll100 wdth joy, they have on-e theme, .they are saYling, "'fhe 1L01'd is 'l'isen 'in
deed." That was the theme of the Apostolic Chur·ch. . ,No sooner had ·they 
learned the truth than it monopoldzed thei-r attention; and in that flrst gather
ing of ,the dds·c1ples arfter th-e .resur·rection they had nothin.g else to ta~k albo.1,lt 
but th-e ·resurrection: "The ,Lord -is risen." ,And they said, He '~hath appeared 
to Simon." That 'Was the proof of it. 

1. I say that THE REsuKREc'rlON m' OUR LORD JESUS WAS THE THEl\IE· OJ!' 
THE 'CHURCH, that was the 'great s'to\l'y they 11ad to .procI8lim. On th-e. day or 
Pentecost that was the .burden of Peter's sermon, that the One Who 'had ,been 
eruct·fled was .risen again, and had ascend elL to God's right han{l; and that 
the .gn.ft of the HrOly. Ghost was t'he evidence", the proof of His .resurrection: 
"Therefore being by 'the rdght .hand of God exalted, and hav'ing received of t'be 
li'ather the IPromise 1Of- the Holy Ghost, he hath shed farlih this, 'Which ye now 
see and hear." Then if you follow the 'succeeding chapters of the Acts ·of the 
A.postles, you .will find that it is s'aid th,at the 3«)osIDes "preached· through Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead." "With great power gave the apostles witness 
of the ·resu·rrection of the (Lord Jesus." They ddd not speak so much a.bout 
the cruci·!ix·ion, they spoke of the resu:rrecmon as .interilreting the si,gnI.iicance 
cif Christ's death. 'l'he crucifixi:on of :Ch·rdst was a fact ,known to every.body. 
hu·t the resurrection of Christ was a d'iv,ine ,revelation gnven only to those 
to whom He had ap:peared. And the New Testament rChu,rch conceived it to 
be its mission by ·the ,power of the Holy Ghost to bear wdtness to tMs g·reat 
central, car.dina;l, trwth, that Jesus :is risen from the dead. And from then 
until nOlW that has been the them-e of the rOh·rism·an Church. Men have turned 
aside of,rom -it sometimes to taI.k IIlbout other matters; Ibut the one message of 
the Christlian Church is the message of reslllr·rection: and we ought to preach 
it, not merely on Easter Sund~y, but whenever the gospel is ,preached, because 
there i'S no gospel withQut it. . 

Now ·why d·id tlhey lay special emphasis upon ·the ·resu·rrection of .. Christ? 
In the first ill ace, it investea His teaching with. aivine' auth.orit1l; ,it estsJbliSihed 
the truth of His testimony; it clothed every ,prophecy wh1·(jh He had uttered 
w'ith new importan'ce; it ga.ve to every word that had fallen lirom ills lips 
the authol"ity of divi.ne ·3«)prova;l. 'Every word that Jesus ha;d u·ttered came 
back to these disciples; !by the minIstry of tlhe Spirit in their ·heans. they 
were reminded of what Jesus had said, and they ;beHeved the ·S'cri(pture and 
the wore wh:ich Jesus had· spoken. I venture, therefore, to remind you .Qf the 
i'InlPortance of 'holding fast to the great truth of the ,bodily resurrection of 
Oh·rist. [ am not at all sur,prised that it should be the object of attaQk as 
every other doctrine of the .gospel ,is attacked, for "dol 'Chrdst ,be not raised. 
your ·faith ds vain; ye are yet in your sius." That ds the great message ~dch 
we alI must deliver if 'We 'are to ~ive due authority to the teaeh-ing of our 
Lord Jesus Ch·rist. You wi11 remember how jn one of His ,pa·ra'bles He descr-i'bed 
a man in the other worl,d who asked that somebody 'be sent to Ms five·,brethren 
"lest they also come !into ·this ,place of torment. :Albraha.m said unto him, 
They ·have 'Moses ·am.d the !pro,phets; let them hear them." 'But Dives anSIWered, 
"Nay, father .Albrarham; but irf one went unto them from the dead, they will. 
repent." They ought to ,believe .f.f one had actually ,passed th·rougdl the eXilleri· 
ence of death and .retu·rned: from the other world wi·th a message cas to ,condi
tions OIbta.ining there, rIsing from the ·dead, .reaPIPearing in 'his own body, 
unm·istakably ddentHied as ·~he one w.ho had died, and had ibeen .raised again,
such an one would 'be heard, one mdght su·ppose, as no ,one else would be ·heard. 
And if .·it could be announced that a man who. had. d.ied and had been .bu·ried 
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and the third day had risen from the dead, that .such an one would stand In 
any !place in this City at any hour of the day or n.ight, sudh a multitude of 
people Wlould flock to hear 'W'hat he had to say that there wou:ld be no other 
attraction even in ,these modern da.ys that could for a moment successllully 
compete with tJhe sUfPreme attr'action ,o.f a voice out from among the d·ead. 
And yet that ds the very testimony of ,the ,Gospel. Ou'r Lo-rd has anS'Wered 
the demand O!f Dives'; He ·has come ,from the dead to tell us of the things of 
God. 

The resurreotion tllaS the oomplement 01 a supernahtral birth. The s~er.
naturalism of the !Hi·ble is nowadays very generaUy ;rejected; but this 'is all 
focused, at last, not upon the inspiration of 'Scrip1:u're--that is onIy incidental, 
that is only part of the road that leads UfP to the mruin 'dbadel of truth: the 
supreme .tMn'g is the Pe·rson of our Lord Jesus Ch'rist,-whibher He has gone, 
and wihebher He WliH come again; and it is th'erefore not at a.IrI .su,rpl'lising ,that 
the fundamental truth that Jesus came into this ,worJd, oot 'by a process .of 
natural generation, but that He was Ibom of a voil'lgin, Ibegotten of the Holy 
Ghos-t,-that that should be the truth w.h,ich the .dewl everywhere denies. I 
read recently of a professor who said, "Yes, I ,believe that the doctr,ine of the 
Vi,rgin 'Birth is 'What the scriJptures teach, 'and when 'I ,teach the scriptures ,that 
Is what I teach; Ibut I do not understa·nd oit, and I prefer to say that 1 believe 
in the incarna.tion." But ,the scriptu,res teach t'hat Jesu·s was 'an entirely 
unique character, that He came into th,is wor·lii as no other man d'id ever ·come 
into ·this world: "The Holy Ghost shall come u'pon thee, and ilie ,power of 
the iHi:ghest shaH ·overshadow tilee: therefore also that holy th,ing wlhich shall 
'be born of thee shall ,be called the Son of God." He was slLpernatural1y ,born, 
He lived supernaturally, He wrought supernaturally, He manifested at every 
step I()f the way the !po,wers of Deity, and at last He said, "i :lay ·down my life, 
that II m1·ght take it again. No man taketJh it from me, Ibut I lay i,t down 
of m:rseU. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take It again. 
This comman.dment Ibave I received o·f my Father." And when He said, thafit, 
nobody understood Him, no'body ·cou~d COilliprehend the tremen'dous tTuth He 
uttered. He went to the ·cr.oss, and down into the ,grave; and 'When at ,last 
It was announced, "He is not her(.·, !but ~s ,risen," witll what tremendous signli,fI
oance ,it clothed His whole life, superna;turally 'begun, supernatu'ra.11y ended! 
We now see that the days of His flesh were Ibut a !parenthesis, a mand,festation 
in 'hlllman flesh of Him, WhO' ,is wIthout ",beginning of days, or end of nle; 
but· . . . 8Jbideth a ,pr,iest cont:inually." 

These two tru,ths are colllJplementary to eaclh other,-the virgin birth, and 
the phYSical resurrection o·f our ILord; fur df it be true that He was ,begotten 
of the Holy -Ghost, and that He was begotten a;gain from th'e dead by divine 
power, then Hds is'the one authoritative voice in all the uu.iverse whiclh should 
command t'he ·attention of all men everYwhere. But :if you !do· away with 
those two cardlna.! doctr'ines, then you have reduced Jesus to the level .of a 
man; you have robbed His testimony o,f al1 auth·ority; you have classed Him 
among the sages who have uttered Wlor,ds whi-ch are 'Wise, and wh.ich men ma.y 
follow; lbut He -is not a· v,oice from -God. 'Na wonder that th'e Alpos,tolic Chu.rch 
gave witness pf the resur·raction: for df thwt can :be Iproved, then every mouth 
must ·be sbo.pped, and alI the world 'become guilty hefore God. 

T,he ea.rly Ohurch ibore testimOllY of the resurrection lleomt,Ye that t1'1£th. 
gave signifioan.oe to th.e death Of Christ. Wlhat does .the death o.f Oh'r:ist mean? 
A young lady s'aId to .me last l1d-ght, ",some years ago I pr!o,fessed to 
be a Ch~istian. I knew that Je'sus' 'had d,ied', for' U was 'Written 
in the Word; Ibut I ,had no conception at aH of the meandng of 
His death; I did not iknow th·a,t He 'had dlied for me; II 'did nO't ·know that 
His death hwd any special value to me.'" No; there are a lot o·f people who do 
not know that; nor can any ,one knol\v jot except in the Nght o.f His ·resurrec· 
tion. Ha,ve you ,observed· in y.our reading of the 'gospels the relabively smaU 
place wlhich the death of 'Ohl'list occupies in the tea,chings of our Lord Hdmself? 
It is true it 'Was mentioned. John 'intood.uced Him as "'the 'Lamb of God, which 
ta:keth away the sin OIf the world." !For a time Jesus s·aid nothing of His 
death; but from a certaan period He ·began to show to His disciples tha,t He 
must go nop to .Jerusalem, and He to'l4 them at ~ast in the p.B.s·sa,ge 1 have 
quoted tJhat He would lay down His H,fe. He sa;id, "The 'Son of man ·came not 
to 'be mlinistered untO', but to minister, and to give his loffe a ·ransom :for many." 
Jesus uttered these words, 'but you remember wh'at He said to Hd!l disciples: 
"I have yet. many ,things to say unto you, 'but ye cannot Ibear t'hem now. How-
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beit when he, the Spil'it of tr\lJl:h, is' come, he wUl J;uide you into all triith,
there is an Intel'lJl'reter of My wor·ds to come; there is t{) be a !urtJher revelation 
of the significance of My ministry here among you; 'but df I were to tell you 
to-day the full purpose of My coming YlOU would· not understaru:l H." He 881ld 
to the Jews, "Destroy tMs tempIe, and ,in three days I wdll raise .it -up. Then 
8aad the Jews, Forty and six. years lWas this telIlq)le in ,budlding, an·d wilt thou 
rear .it up in three days?" E·ven His disciples dId not understaru:I what He 
meant; ibut it js said tJhat when Jesus "was .risen ·from the dead, his d·isc.iples 
remem!bered that 'he had said ,this unto them; and they Ibelieved the scriJI)tJu.re; 
and the word which Jesus had said." 'But 'only in the light of the resiirrection 
dofd theY' understand the Slignlflcance ,oJf that prophecy. If He had toid them 
In a;dvan·ce that He was go~ng -to d,le for sinners, they wou'!:d not have under
stood how sinners could ,be saved 'by a ·human death; if·or remember, while 
some stran.ge thdn'gI! were' said ·a.bout His origin, the truth of the virgin birth 
was not known; it remal-ned for men of dnsp-irat10n to dra.w the veil and W'l"ite 
that great and ·glorious truth. Mary ,knew that her ·Son 'Was not U'ke a.ny other 
son; ,Ma.ry. lWas never surprised when iDeity began to shine out jjh.rough Him: 
"This beginning of mi.racles did J,esus' in Cana of Galilee, alid manifested forth 
His glory." You wdll ,remember it was Mary who said on tha:t occasion, "What
soever he saith ,unto y;ou, do it,-a.fter the flesh He is a son of mine, !but He 
is more tJhan a son," a:lthoug.h even ahe scarcely understood': "ibut'Ma,ry kept all 
these tMn'gs, and !pondered them in .her heart." But that great truth was not 
generally known; and.;if He were a. man, how could man ,be saved !by the sacri
flce of a in·an? iBut when He had ,laid down His· me, and ,had taJken .it a:gain, 
and was "de·clared to be. the Son of God :witJh ,power, according to the spdrit 
of h.oliness, 'by the resu·rrection from the dead," they looked back over His 
min-istry and remembered His teaoh'ill'g; they rememlbered· 'His iprophetlc utter
ances albout that .cross, and ,how John 'by inspiration had said, "Behold· the 
Lamb o'f God, which taketh awa.y the !loin of the world." Thus dn the light 'of 

. the resurre·ctlon morn-ing, the death of Oh-rist, the cross of Christ, conta:ined 
a new sl'gnHl.eali'Ce, and the glory of it never faded from their lIlJIfids. They 
saw that He ·was the eternal ,S'acrlfice, "the mediator of the new covenant," 
that it was 'HIs blood that wouId flpea:k ",better things than tha:t o.f. Abel." 

My brethren, w!l cannot .ro,glhtly Inter,pret the death of Christ BJpart from 
His resurrection. Y,ou must in 'a sense read the (New Testamen.t backwards 
to understand it; you must go back ·from the .resurrectlon to the cross, and 
from the cross iback to His ministry, 'back to the' cradle, !ba·ck to t'he rproph'eUc 
scripture, 'back to GeneSiS, and 'behind Genesis to the counsels of 1:ob.e Eternal 
and ·remember th·at the Lam.b was "slain ·fr·om tJhe !foundation of the world." 
That is the 'Way to read .scripture. The :llight o'f t'he resurrection certifies the 
va!lue of His character, and discloses the identity of Hiis Person; in the lijgh-t 
of the resurrection we iknow ·tJhat "·God was manlfeltt in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit,' seen of angels, preach'ed unto ·the Gentiles, believed 'On iii the wor.ld, 
received up 'into glor,y,"-:lust ·God stoo.ping down. coming anto this human 
life of ours, as a mere 'parenthes'ls In His· eternal exis·tence. 

This Easter truth is not somethIng to Ibe pondered once a yea,r; but must 
be Ibeldeved as the SlUTest 'and most certainly attested fact of history; and It 
is a message to be .proclaimed to al1 tJhe w.ide, wide ·world·; because the fact 
of the resllr·rection attests in a word 1:ob.e 'SaviourtJood of Jesus. I do not 
""ant any ,better 'Saviour than that; He is enough 1lo·r me. When ,I reflect 
that He came out of the glory down to Bethlehem, and Nazareth, and Caper
naum, and up at last to the holy dty 'and to tJhe cross, 'and down .into the 
grave, and up aga'in to Mount Olivet, where He Sipread His hands In Iblesshi.g, 
and, ascending, a cloud received Him out of the dijsc~ples' sight; and t'h'at the 
angels sa.id, "This same Jesus, wh.lch as taken uop from you Into heaven, shall 
so com·e .in Uke manner as ye have seen him go into heaven," I want to shout 
"HaHelujah!" And if the critics come to ta;Ik to me wbout that, I say, "TaJl.k 
to somebody who d·oes not know anything. Do not bother me. I ~il.ve the 
only ·Saviour ,I need." 

He 'is the on'ly ,Sav,jour we need because He bas· provided an adequate 
salvation. Some of us have !been Iblessed, and hel·ped, ·and strengthened over 
a number OIf yea.rs, a,nd we ought .to be very gratefu~ for it; ibut we have bad 
little twinges of pain, and we kn()w what It .is t'O be weary; and we kno.w. a 
llttle o,f What Jesus meant when He sa;l.d, "The spirit Indeed is wUling, ibut the 
flesh is. weak." We can under&tand, too, a little, why the d'isci;ples went to 
sleep in GetoiJ.semane, so that when He came He found them sleepin,g with 
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sorrow; for 'We have :passed through so~e of these. experiences ourselves . .some
times ·we feel, not lonly that we want to Ibe rid of our sins, 'but we want to Ibe 
rid of tMs ·body,. that sin has so ter.l"ibly iIlllP8.ired·; we feel like Ibird·s in a clI.Ke, 
conflned,- . 

"Our souls can neither fly nor go, 
To reach immortal joys," 

and we wish that we had a .saviour that wouId not only satiefy ·our mirids. 
but tha.t would carry us right ,back to tihe beginning of things, and 'before the 
'beginning, .bllick to God, eXjpl-aining everything t'hat has come into our lives, 
and then IPUt our sins away, and restore us to :fellowship with God,-and take 
the sting out of death, and the cu·rse out of our ,bodlies, and remove all the 
limitations that sin has imposed urpon them, and 'g-ive us each a body that 
wou'ld never .g·ive us 'pain, .nor oonfine .the spirH in any way, but a lbod.y that 
would be in absolute harmony ·with -God and His laws. . 

Now If there lis a .sav.i.a.ur anywhere that can save me after ·that famion, 
I, for one, want Him. And when I read the story of Jesus I discover that 
that is just the very thing that He ·came to .do, to enolighten my understanding. 
to redeem my spi-rit, and at ·last .to quicken thIs mortal body by His if:iopirit that 
dwelleth ·in me. Paul said, "Our citizenship .is dn heaven-we do not ,belong 
here anyway; we Ibelong to anothl'lr :kind of kingdom...:...,from whence aI·so we 
look for the Say.iour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall dhange our vile body, 
that' it may ,be ~ashioned like unto his gwrious body, accorddng to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all th:ingS unto :Mmself." Well,· tihat ·is the 
kind of salvation rl want, and .that is the ·k~ud of salvation [ ha.ve ~n Christ 
J'esus. We aU have lost lovell ones, and we o.ften w·ish they were back aga·i'll. 
As a minister, I find myself, althou,gh it is more tihan twenty years since ··he 
went home,. I find myself often waJkiing an the morning with a de~re to tell 
my father something, and, then it dawns u'pon me th·at he is not here, and 1 
cannot do it. ,But I have no doulbt that some day I Slhall be with· him. M'ary 
sll'id, "They 'have taken away my Lord, and I !know not where they have laid 
him." .she turned around and saw somebod,y standing, to her he· said, 
"Woman, .why weep est ·thou? whom see'kefu thou?" She, sup.posing him to be 
the gardener, sai-th unto him, "Sir, if thou have ·borne him hence, te1'1 me 
where thou h'ast laId him, and I wiH take him away." And ·the votce spoke 
again, ".M·ary." She turned and said unto Him, "Rabboni. The IS'aviou,r I am 
seekirug ·Is ,here! The loved One I had lost is found·... "Christ ,the first fru·its; 
'aftel'ward they that 'are Ohl'ist's at his coming." There is g()ling to 'be a day 
when 801'1 our loved ones w.ill come back to us; and just as surely u 'Mary 
knew' Jesus on the ·resurrectllOn side of the grave, we shall 'know our loved 
ones when they ·rise again: 

You have heard' of the old minister, a quaint old man he WIllS. He and his 
wife were getting to the end 'of their journey, and she was troubled as to 
which would ·go first, and ·w.hat would happen after the :one had gone, and 
whether they would ever meet again. And she said, "Dear, do· you think we 
shall know each other beyond the grave?" "Well," he said, "do you 'know 
me no·w?" "Yes," she :said. "I rather think so." "Well, do you suppose 
we. shaH be any bigger fools 'over there than ·we a·re he·re?" That was a very 
common-sense and straightforward remark; but .its ~ogic is irresisUble. 'l'hat, 
then, was the theme of the early churcl).. 

H. And' heoo is THE 'P:!mOF OF IT: "The Lord -is risen indeed"-"Than'k 
you for the messa·ge, sir, hut who says so? who is ·qualifi·ed to bear witness· t:o 
that?" Simon, stand up! He 'hath appeared to Simon'; loet Simon speak. It is 
as though they had said, "There is one in this company who knows that Jesus 
is ·risen because he saw Him himself." The resurrection was not attested by 
angels, nor by the testimony of circumstances. Read this, story as found in 
th~ twenty-fourth ·chapter of Luke. T.wo of the disciples, Cieopas .and his wife, 
were on their way to Emmaus, and as they communed together a stran.ger 
drew near. "And he said unto them, What manner of communications are 
th·es·e that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and ·are s'ad?" And one 'of them 
said unto him, "Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the 
thing.s. which are ·come to ·pass there in these days? And he said unto' them, 
What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which 
was a prophet mighty in d·eed and word befiore -God and all the people. And 
how the chief priests· and our rulers delivered him to be ·condemned to d·eath, 
and have crucified him. But.we trusted that it had been he which' should 
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, 
'have red-eemed Israel', and' beside all this, to·day is -the third day since these 
things 'were done. Yea, and certain -wome·n als·o of our company mad,e us 
astonished, which were earl·y at the sepuleh:re; 'and wihen they' found not 'his 
'body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 'angelos, which said 
that he was alive." W·ell, that is ·fine, ,isn't it?-the testimony of angels, who 
said He WIllS alive. But they were not convinced by the testimony of ang·els. 
"And "certain of them which were wLth us went to the sepulchre, a.nd 
found It even so as tbe women had said; but him they saw not." They heard 
what the angels had to say; they obl'lerved the circumstances which seem·ed 
to prove that what the angels said was true; 'but, notice, it is 'sald, "Him they 
sa,w not." And because they had not seen Him !)or themselves, they did not 
believe. And you remember later "as he sat at meat with them, he took 
'bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gav,e ·to them. And their eyes were 
opened, and they Imew him; and he 'vanished out of their Sight." Then they 
said, "No sleep for us to-nIght," and the same hour they returned to Jerusalem 
to tell the story. And as they came into that company where the eleven and 
others weI'e gathered, they heard the same story: "The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon." 

And. that ,is the proof of the resurrection, my triend,-not that angels said 
it, not that the grave is empty; but that somebody has, seen Him, and someoody 
knows from ·h·is own personal experien.ce that Jesus La alive. That is how the 
truth of the Tesurreetion has 'been iperpetuated from that day until ·tMs: Jesus 
"shewed Mmself aldve after hds .passion !by many infaill1,ble pr.oofs. I never 
feel any gl'e'at desire to exploI'e the h'oly places of Palestine. I think perhaps 
i·f I had the opportun·ity I w()IU:ld go; but it has -not been a passIon with me at all. 

. l!'or I think there -is a more convincing proof than the possession of the holy 
sepulchre. 'fht. Crusaders shed much Mood, and went back again and again 
to take possession of the holy sepulchre. What do we want the holy sepulchre 
for? They saw the sepu].chre; they saw the grave-clothes; "'but him they saw 
not;" and no one was convinced· by the empty sepulchre, . nor by the grave
clothes, nor by the testimony of angels; no one was convinced of the resur
rection of Jesus until they saw Jesus for themselves. That was the proof of 
it; and that is the pl"oof of it ,s·till. Hence, it is said that "he shewed .himself 
alive after his 'passion by many infalll:Qle proofs, ,being seen of them forty 
days, and spea'king of the things pertaiiling to the kingdom of God." Jes~s 
tarried on this earth for forty days, just to ·exhibit Himself. He said, "Look 
at my hand's and my feet and my side. I want you to know that I am aliv:e. 
That is what I am staying for. ·It is all ordered of the Lord; and when you 
have all se.en me, and you are all sure, then .I am going back to my Father, 
and you ·will see me no more. And I wUl pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comllol'ter, Who will know the great truth you know, and will help 
you believe the truth that I am alive." Therefore He tarried forty d'ays, and 
returned to His Father. And I rejoice in ·this, that the mightiest ex.ponent of 
the doctrine of the r.esurrection was one who did not see Jesus in the day.s of 
His flesh. I wonder why the liord did not select Peter to write the fifteenth 
of I. Corinthians; I wonder why He did not select JQhn? The mightiest argu
ment ·"iva·s written ,by the pen of Paul. You will remember how he begins that 
ch8lliter, "Hoow that ChrIst d·ied for our sins accordIng to -the scri,ptures; llind 
that he was 'buried, and ·that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures;" and that He was seen I()f this one and that .one, and of above five 
hundre·d brethren at .once, and then, "Last of aH he was seen of me also, as of 
one born out of due time. I 'was quaHfled for my aposUeship ,by a .special r·eve-
lation from beaven, and II saw Jesus." . 

And it is possible to see Him . still. It is just as possible for Y'0u to see Jesus 
as it was for Jobn to see Him. No man bas e·v·er preached tbe gospel witb 
power and effectiveness until he has seen Jesus. I cannot tell you bow; but I 
bave seen Him, th·ougb not witp. tbese eyes. I am. absolutely sure; I bave no 
dloubt about it at all. I ,know that Jesus .s al·ive. It would not disturb me for 
a fractIon of a s-econd if II were informed tbat all tbe presses of tbe world wer·e 
busy turning out a 'book that w:ould prov·e that tbe body of Jesus was still in 
tbe sepulcbre. I sbould .~ot be l'listul'bed because I Imow better. ,1\'[y Saviour 
is nl()t'there: "He 'is not bere; for be is risen." I know that because I have 
seen Him. We are ourselves livin.g witnesses of the great truth that the 
~av1our lives_ There are younog men here w'bo are going to preach. I wonder 
what you would have thougbt ·i·t on thaot evellii·ng you could ·have come into 
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that company; if' YOU had been th~ twn, fnr instance, w·ho. had seen Him on 
the Emma.us ·road, and· you couId have come into that .little meeting wiih the 
eleven and the othens, wdth your bu.rning message that you had just seen Jesus 
on the road, that He had Ibeen with you in your home,-how would y·ou have 
felt, coming with BlUch tidlings, had you found ,that company of people who 
professed to love Hoim discusmng rwhat some Greek ,philosopher hatJ said, or 
tallking ·about the ,pros,pects of the Roma.n Empire, talking 8Jbout mere things; 
and if on y,our ,givIng your testimony Simon had Slliid, "Oh, yes; by tlle way, 
I saw !Him too." Can you ·conceive of U? Wih'at are we to understand when 
we see 'great 'Chul"ches enga.ged in tal'king about 'something else than this great 
and tremend·ous ,fact that Jesus ds alive? There is nothing else in the ,world 
worbh tal'lmng a:bout; there Is nothlng else .in the worlil that can thrill men 
as this old story of t'he resurrection; nor is there anything that a. heart·broken, 
sin-cursed, ,bereaved!, d1sa.p.PIlinted world, needs to know so much as this, 
that 'life can be Uved over again, the past Iblotted out, the years tha.t the locusts 
have eaten ·restored, and 'heaven brou,ght down to us again; a,11 ,because Jesus 
lives. 

Will you try from this 'Easter mor,ning to make every morndng of your life an 
Easter morning, and every 'evening of your IUe an Easter evening? Will )'lOU 
live in the consciousnes·s of His 'presen,ce, and wa'llk and tal,k with Him every 
day, so t'hat you w11I ,have a testimony from your own 'burnlin'g, joyous, experi· 
ence that YlOU know Je&us is alive? If YlOU do, nothing can stand against your. 
testimony. It will ,be again as it tWas in :apostolic days. I,f people will go 
l;la.dk to the 'siIIllPHcity of the gospel, and wdll be content to ,del·iver the &imple 
g08Pel in the power of the Holy Ghost, it will prove still to ,be '''tJhe Ipower of 
God unto salvation to everyone th,at believeth." . 

The Pastor's Thirteenth Anniversary.-Tuesday, May 15th, completed the 
Pastor's 13th year of ministry in Jarvis St. Churclh. The Pastor was in Kansas 
City, Mo., addressing the Baptist B-ible Union of North America on this date, 
but the love' and loyalty of his people was expressed when the large cO'n
gregation Sunday evening, May 13th, authorized Deacon Greenway to dispatch 
the following telegram: "Beloved· Pastor:-The church and congregation of 
Jarvis Street send loving. greetings· on this, our thirteenth anniversary as 
Pastor and people. Vole recognize in you one whom the Lord delights to 
honor, and praise him for all He has accomplished in and through you. We 
assure you of our unabated love and esteem, and our determination to stand 
by you in the defence of the Gospel. Our united message to you is III Epistle 
of John, verse 2: 'Beloved, we wish above all things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.' Daniel 10: 19: '0 man greatly 
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, .yea, be strong.''' . 

We rejoiced thirteen years ago when Dr. Shields came to us, and felt 
God had guided us in our c'hoice. To-day, we appreciat'e more fully his minis
try; and in welcoming him back to his own pulpit, after three weeks' absence, 
joyfully 'begin an9ther year of service under his leadership. 

The church's deep regard. for Mrs. Shields was also shown by the sending 
of a basket of roses, together with a letter expressing regret because of Mrs. 
Shields' long i1'1ness, and the earnest hope that she may soon be among us 
again. 

milt GtlptrtlJ aIaunbar 
Sunday, For the. week 'beginning Sunday, May 20th, 1923. 
10.00-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway, 
10.3O-Communion Service. 
11.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock-Meeting for Prayer, 
The Parliament St. Braneh, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00; 

Evangelistic Service, conducted by W. L. McKay-7.00. 
Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting .. 
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