
PUBLISHED WEEKLY. 

IN THE INTEREST OF JARVIS STREET BAPTIST· 
CHURCH, TORONTO, AND OF EVANGELI<::AL TRUTH 

T. T. SHIELDS 
PASTOR AND EDITOR 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ."-Rom~n8 1: 16. 

Addreis correspondence: The Gospel Witness, 130 Ge.rrard Street E., Toronto •. 

TqRONTO, MAY Jrd,1923. 
Vo!.I. ($3.00 per year, postpaid, Sc. per copy.) No.S~ 

~~f iaruil1 &trttt pulpit 
.. so QREAT SALVATION." 

A Sermon ~Y Rev. E. E. Shields, Br~ntford, Onto 
Preached in Jat:vis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday evening, April 8th, 1923. 

(Stenographically reported). . 

·"T·herefore we ought to g·ive the more earneM heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them ..Iip. . 

"For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast. and every transgreS'Sion and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; . 
. "How shall we escape. if we negleat so great salvation; which at the first began . 
to be spoken by .the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

"God also bearing them witness, both w.ith signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy 'Ghost, according 40 'his own wi11?"-Hebrews . 
2:1·4. 

'I. You w.ul notice that we have here THE HOLY GHOST'S ·APPBECIAT~ON 
OI!' ,SALVATION'S ISCHElIE: HE CALLS IT A "GREAT SALVATION." We are 
somoa·times amused.' ;by the high sounding titles which IIl()rbal men, "whose 
breath is in theIr 'nostrils," ta'ke bo thems·elves: the Imperiia:l Grand rKleagle 
of the Ku Klux Klam. is hMld·ly more humorous than the !Noble Grands and 
Worshipful 'Masters and Sovereigns and other titles whicli' the various 
·fraternal societies best-ow upon thei·r mi,ghty ones. We rarth-er smf.1e at these. 
thion·gs. But there are some titles -to which we 'Pay very ~eat respect, and 
there a;re some things which are cal'led g·reat, which we generally consider to 
·be really ·great. .And we never think of the posstbiUty that ,wlhilll we spea,k of 
"the g·reat natIons" they are 8Jfiter aLl lll'Ot actually g·reat. We think of the 
.extent of .thelr d~inions, Qf the might of their power; and 'Ve speak of them 
as beIng "g·reM." Yet the Creator of them ·all says that 'Ithe nations are as a 
d·rop Qf Q bucket, and are counted, as ,the sm~l dust of the ·!balance." . . 

. But the Eterna:l 'Go'd 'Who speaks of the greatest Ith'ings whleh m~n co.nside.r 
great as 'being in the t()tal ;})ef-ore Him: but as a. "drop o,f a ;})ucket"-God, the 
Holy Ghost, s·pea;ks 'of salvation as a "great salvation." Perhaps He means it 
is great 'in respect to the antiquity of its plan. For the gospel. was not an 
atter-thought, nor a su:bstitute for a law which ,had faU~. Y,ou Tem~'ber . th;..t 



Jesus said to the Jews, ·"Your· father Abra.hll·m rej·oiced ,to see my ,day; a.nd 
he saw it, and was glad." And' Paul tells us' .that "the sorLpture, "f,oreseeing that 
God would jusUfy the heathen .through faith, preached 'before the gospel unto 
.A.braham, saying, In :Utee shall all nations' Ibe !hl'essed'." But the gospel plan wa~ 
formu.lated long 'befQre Abraham, and iJ>efore that g.lad day "when the morning 
stars san'g .together, and' 'a11 the 'sons of ,God shouted for joy." .When aU w,e now 
behold existed 'only in the mind of God, when as ye.t there was no creation, the 
!Creator, alone, GOO, the TI1iune, s'a,t in ·solemon· council and· formulated: s'al·vation's 
plan. We read' that 'Christ "was foreordained 'before ·the foundation. of the 
world, ibu.t was manUest in these last times for you." "Chosen in him," wI!! 
read of .the saints, ".befo,re -the foundation of .the world.... The whole plan of 
Calvary, the whole ,scheme of redempUo-n, all the !promises which come to us 
in 'Christ f,rQm God-aU th'ese -things were ar.ranged, settled in the eternal 
covenant, before the worlds· were. P'erlla.ps lot is in re&peot to that, in part, 
that the HoIy ISpirit speaks of salvation as it "great salva.tion." 

And then, it may be that He declares salvation to !be great in respect to t1&C 
Pe1'son by tvhose 1ned.iatOl·'i,aZ tvo1'k sa,Zva.tion was torought. We are told in this 
ft·rst chapter 'Of Hebrews that "God, w,ho at sund'ry .times and in divers manners 
s'pake in time past unto the fathers, Iby the prop'hets, ha,th ,tn these last dl8.Ys 
s.poken unto us by his ISan, whom he hath apPOinted heir of aH .things, 'by whom 
also he made the wo.rlds; who ·being the brig,htness of his glory, ,and the exp.ress 
image of 'his person, and upholding al·l ,things Iby the word 'Of his power, when 
he had .by himself .purged our s.ins, sat d'()IWn on the ·right hand af the Majesty 
on high.'" ''lin Mm," we 'are .told, "drwelle.th all ,the f,UlnesS; of the, Gl?d,head 
bod,ny." The ·One Who d·ied on Calv-ary wa's Jehovah, .the Cr.eator. The One 
WihQ spoke the Word in the beg.in.ning, saying, ",Let there ,be light." He is the 
One Who died ,for humMl sin-the very ,God-"God manifest in the flesh." 

And It may 'be, also, that the Holy ISpirjt in Sipea.kin-g of salvation as a 
"g·re8lt salvation" thill!ks ·of the Person by tohose power the promises are pr-o· 
muZgated.-the Ho.ly is,pi-rit, the third {Person of .the Godhead. "God also bearing 
them wi,tness, ,both with signs and: wonders, and wl-th ,divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Gh'ost, accord"ing to !his own Will." iWhen men come in touch 
with ,the gospel of God's grace, under the preaching ·of the Word, they. are 
dealing not -with men Ibut with God. T,he message is 'Of God'; the message is 
broug.ht !by the power of God; it is 'God Himsel.f, the Holy ·S,pirit, Who comes to 
hu.man hearts, Who convicts 'of sin, Who brin'gs !home ,the truth: it is the 
Spirit of Truth· who makes the Word of Truth to !'ive in the hum<an conscience 
and ·the human heart. 

It may be, too, that in speaking of salvation as a. "gre8lt salva.tion," the 
Hoiy .Spirit. ha.d respect .to .its (Zotvntvard. reach. 

lit is eu·rely a great salvation that could !turn Saill the persecutor IIJld bIas· 
p;hemer into Paul the preacher, that coulu change t·he man who 'was ibreathing' 
ou·t threatenings agoainst the Chu,rch of God into a man who should breathe out 
blessings upon ,all men everywhere. This is the salvation that -could stoop down 
and lift up Jerry McAuley, a salvation that con.templated all sin, so that in and 
through Christ "all 'manner of sin and ,blasphemy shal·l 'be for.given utito men"; 
a salvation that is able ·to make the foulest clean, that is able to make tha,t man 
whos,e heart 'is black with sin--that is wble to cleanse it and make him whiter' 
than snow. Thi-s sa'lvation is a·ble .to give ,power to live in a w.icked world; 
facing all its temptations, .the ·saints yet overcl?me ,by 'the ,blood of the Lamb and 
the wo'rd of their testimony. You all hav~ oheard of Mel. Trotter, the Evangelist, 
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who over .the dead bod~. of his chtld, whose death his drun.k~n sp.ree had 
accompl'ished, signed'- a pledg~, with Ib~·ood dra.wn ·from pds own veins, that. he 
never-never-never would drinlt again; ·and wUhin .twen·ty-four hours .·a·ft~r­
wllrds ,he was rolUng drunk! .But the .gospel of God's grace reached down and 
got Mel. T.r·otter, whose 'will was' weakened through ibis excesses-the gospel of 
God's g.race reached down ami saved that man- from sin. 

:Perhaps the ·Holy .s.pirit in ·spea·king Of ·redemp.tion's work as a "Great .sal­
vation" als'o has "cgan}' to the gZo,'Y to which the bloo(~ of CMist and the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus shan bring tholle who repent ana beZicve . . We who 'beHeve 
in Chil'i&t aa-e forgiven wI man·ner of sin and ;bla'sphemy; 'but the Ibeliever in 
Christ Is not only forgiven, he is jusUfied; all t·he righteousness of Jesus Christ 
is i-mp.uted to him-is ·reckoned· to his account. ·God as' ou·r Judge regail'ds the 
sinner and ISaviour as' stand·ing Ibefore Him. He -takes the sin of the sinner and 
puts it u.pon Christ: "He ihlllth made bim, to ,be sin fOl" us, who knew no sin; 
th80t we m.ight ·be made the rlghteousness of God ·in him." /With His rIghteous­
l),ess He· clo.thes the sinner, and He regards' that saved one as thou,gh he had 
never ·sinned 'at a1-1; th·rough the premous blood of Christ the r'edeemed stand 
.before God's 'bar as clear of guiLt as the un,fallen angels.· That is ·what justifi­
cation m.eans: it means that aI-I the righteousness of the death of Ohrist Is 
reckoned to our account, ·and· we ·stand 'a.bsolutely 'cleail' .of gul,}.t before the bar 
of God: "There is tl1erefore now no conil'emn·ation to .them wlfich are in Ch·rist 
Jesus, who wlrIok nGt,-a.fte·r the flesh, :but after the ISpirit." 

And not only 'are we justi-fied, 'but we are adO-pted, if you ·pleue, into -the 
family of God·. Yes, and not 'on,ly are we adop.ted .but we ibave the ISpir-it of 
Ad Gption. An adop.ted ch"ild may feel 'himself' to ille a s'tranger in his loster­
father's house; but -it -is no,t so w.ith the chUd of ·Go,d. The Fa·ther makes us 
f·ree of the household. He puts within us' the spirit of sonshLp: "Because ye . 
are sons', God hath sent fO-rth the Spirit of .his S'On "into your h'earts, crying, 
Abba, Father"-tbe very words-AJboba, 'Father-which Jesus used in Geth­
semane! . The very iSpiri-t of the Son is g.iven to ;1·hose who repent and ibeHave . 
on the ·Lord· Jesus 'Christ; who are Ibrought into ,the same ,relation of sonship 
as is the S'On- Who l'e'deemed ·us; .in a certain sense we :have His .spirU, and i·n 
some sense His relationship to the Father. 

And' we are 110t only sons, .but we ue -heirs, ",heirs ().f God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ." I ·know It is a marvel; [ cannot understand it; it passes our 
com.prehension aI-together. I am sure we ,have never rea.llzed' our positIon as 
SQns of 'God; I am quite certain that we have not yet uua'e·rsto'od the. meaning 
Gf "the high callin·g Qf God in Christ JesUlS." "Do ye not k.now ,that ,the saintl 
shaH judge the world? . . . Know ye not that we shall jud·ge angels?" "To 
h:im th~t overcometh will I grailt to sit with me .on my throne, even as I also 
over·ca,me, 'and am set down wi,th my ,Father in 11"1S ,th.rone," 1s the Word ·ot 
Christ. 

:Sul'ely -this is 11 great salvation that ·redeems us ,from all iniqu'ity, that 
reaches down al1d snatches us as brands from Ithe bu·rni.ng, that gets us "\vhen 
we ·are on the verge of he1-1, saves us, cleanses us·, 'keeps us by ,the power of God, 
raises us f,rGm the odead .by and .by, and' "p·resen·ts us f·a·uUless bef'Gre the presence. 
of ibIs glory with exceedj·ng joy," "'l!-Qt havi~ s'pot, .or wrinkle, Qr any such 
thing; ,but .. ' . ,h-oly and wUhout .blemish"! TI~at is the plan of salvation 
in a .wQrd, that is the objeot Gf salvation; to .present us In ,the Ukeness' of.God'~ 
Son at last, so that we sha}'l live f'Or ever wUh the {Lol'd. The 'lJoly Gh·ost's 
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esfiDi.atioiC·6f thIs' salvation, ·of which ·the world ·at large" 'bas . little knowiedge 
. and' wliicli men are neglecting ·a:nd rejecting; is that it is a "g.r.eat salvation,'" -' 

I~. But con.trary to that idea which see~s to. obsess so many men in the 
bH-ndness and darkness of' ,their'. he8.1'ts,: THIS ,SALVATION DOES NOT 
iNC£UDE . GWTER . LENIENCY FOR 'THOSE 'WHo NEGLECT 1'1' THAN FOIl 
THOSE WHO NEGLECT OB REJECT THE LAw. On ·the contrary, it is 
ImpLied' ill this text that the judgment wiU :be proportioned to th~ light 
received, and that ·those who ·neglect ·this- "great salvation" will, beyond all 
ques~on, receiv~ greater damnation. Did you ever n'otice those awful words of 
Jesus in the tenth of {Matthew? "Whosoever shall not'l"eceive you, nor hear 
your words, wheti ye depart out of -that /house or city, shake off the dust of. 
·yoUT feet. Verily ,I say unto you, it shal'} ibe more toleraJbl'e for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of j'lld'gment, ·than for that city." Sodom and 
Gom·orrha were cities .of such abounding iniquity that God oould not suffer them . 
t:o exist; He cou'}d not find ten righteous !peo.ple there; He .poured out His wrath 
upon them and blotted them from the face of the earth. And Jesus salid that 
"it ·sha1:1 Ibe more ,tolerll/ble for the .}and· of 'Sodom and: 'Gomorrha In the day of 
judgment" than for ·those who reject this "·great salvation"! "Then began he 
to upbraid the cIties wherein most of his mtg.hty works were done, .because they 
·repented not: Woe unto th'ee, Chorazin·! woe unto thee, B-ethsalda! for If the 
.mIghty 'works whoich were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
wou·ld have repented ,long ago an sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, 
It shall :be more tole1"lllble for Tyre and ISidon at the day of judgment than for 
you. Anll thou, Oapernaum-, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be br·ought 
down to hell: ,for it the mighty works, which ha.ve been done in ·thee, had been 
d,oI!-e in lSodom, it would have remained untH this day." .To the Jews He said, 
"Th.e men ot Ninevah shall ·rise in Judgment w.fth th~s generation, and shall 
condemn it: Ibecause they ·repeIlJted at the preach,inog of Jonas; and, 'bah-o'}d, a 
greater than Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall rise U'p in the judg­
ment with this generation, and ·shall condemn at: for she came from ,the utter:· 
most .parts of the ea·rth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, lbehoM, a. gr:eater 
-than ,Solomon is here." The doctrine is clear·ly taught that judgmeIlJt wUl 
be proportioned to the l'Ight :received, and that the neglecte·rs ·and: rejecters 
of so "great salvation" cannot escape eternal d'amnation: ''\For if the word 
spoken: Iby angels wali stedd'ast, and every transg;ression and di51()bedience re­
ceived a just reoompense of ·reward; how ,shall we escape if ,we neg;lect so great 
salvation; which at .the first ,began to be. spo,ken iby the LoTd, and was· con­
firmed unto us iby them that hea.r.d alim; God 'also ibeal'ing ·them witness, both· 
'wlth signs and' wonders, and with d'ivers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
"according to his own wHI?;' 

I'll .. THIS TEXT SUGGES'rS THAT THER~J ARE THOSE WHO Do NEGU;("C 

"Sq GREAT SAL-;_'T.lOX." And I want to calI YOllr attention to the fact that 
it does not even say reject; ,but it says, "How shaH we escape, 
if we negZect so great salvation?" 'It is not necessary positively to reject 
s'alvafioll: all that is necessary in order to (alI ·of eternal Ufe, illl order to mis-s 
an entrance into the compalllY of bhe ·s·aints-aH that is neccS'sary ,for a·riy man 
born of Adam's rac·e, 'with Aid,am's sin upon him, an,d jud,g,ment restin'g upon 
him, to d'o, illl 'ord'er to 'be lost, is simply to g·o on lIS' he is, s:iDllply to faU to 
repent and 'believe on the Lor·di Joeus- Chr,ist. You may .be· as' mora.1 as you 
lil~e, you may ,put on a cloak of res'Pectaibility, but if you cantin'uo' to neglect 
this .~'great salvation," YO'l~ win go into outer (l'arkness, e1'ern.a.lIy separated 
from God·! 
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.... ; .. ··Now.iI .wllnt to'- suggest that. it is ·prob8lMe· that there are· :SOIDe- ,:·here· . 
· to'Iiiglit .who ilila.:ve·~eg.le·cted this' ."great s·alvat1o~." i do ~~t k~~v 'hoW' ma~'Y 
there are who are without the Lord Jesus. II want Iby the power of the 'Spirlt 
to 'pres:s boom:e the claims of the Igos,pel; Y'ou :have no' rIght to ·go out of' any 
one of those ·doors unsaved. '·'Behold', now is the' accepted Ume; ,behold, now 
is the day> -of salvation." ,G,od 'has 110 promise ·of ·salv·ation· to anyfbody 'here 
for to..nJ.orrow. He -calls you to-day; He· wfU save y'ou to-day; He ·will ·Bave 
you thls ·very. hour if y>ou accept this s·w1vation. How 'old are . you? ·.Are you 
fourteen? Then you :have had two ·solid years of 'Sa'b.bath· d1ays!; .when yOu 
could not go to school; you were not 'allewed Ite wor·k; you have bad every 
opportunity to attend ChurCh and !S'und'ay School. Are you twenty-one? Yeu 
have had three year.st-as· lon·g as s·om.e .men take to learn a trade; indeed, 
it ds longer II;han a lot of .men take in these d'ays! You :have had th-ree y~rs' 
of Sa'b'bath di!Y.s tf you are twenty-one. And If yOU are twenty-one Ihere to-

· night, and uIllSaved~' you are without excuse ,before God's 'bar. YIOU bave h8ld 
three whole years in which y·ou were Jl,et allowed to wor·k, unless' in excep­
tional circumstances. As' aU the churches were open, thln'k of the oppor­
tunities you Ihave had of 'knowing ,the way of life and accepting Christ!· You 
may say fuat y,ou have' not positively epPos'ed yourse\.f. to the truth of ·God; 

· you have 'been :friendly in your ·heart tOWM'd·s the es-t'ILblished churches 'Of the 
land'; yOlll have !been glad ·to praIse Ithose, ;perh'aps, who were stand·ing for 
truth. ··But :ha.ve you yourself com.e .to the 'Lord? Have you repented and 
'believed ·on Him? Are you twenty-eIght? Then you have had ·four years 'Of 
,S8.lb.bath days. 'Or if 'you are thirty-five, you ha.ve 'had five years. lif )"OU are 
forty-two you ,have had sIx years. -If y,ou are ,ferty-nine y·ou have 'hadi seven 
yesis of ISabbath d'ILYs. AiId you h'ILve not taken advantage 'Of them, if you are 
here to-night uIlISave'd: )"OU have neglected this "great sal'vation." T.his mes­
sage ·d·oes not speak here of rejecting it,' !but Simply neglecting .it; simply 
going >on without God. W·hat oppor-tunUies· 'have you had? 'Is' your wife a' 
Chl'is'hlim? IDo you ·know that she prays fer you? Or, is' your 'husban'd a 
Christiam'? ·Do you ·know t:hat he is pray;ing fer you? Has yeur wife, 'Or your 
hus'band, as ·the case may ·be, :spoken to you a'bout IGhrist? .Do you know 
that it is th'e desire 'Of his or her .ufe ,that you should 'Come to Jesus· and find 
sal'Vation? Has t'he 'Christianity of the other .partner in the home created 
an atmosphere there which 'is .favourable to your ·comin'g''1o the Lord 'Christ'! 
Then, what 'js your res~ponsiJbility before Godl in comparison with one' in an 
utterly. gddl'e,ss home? Y.our responsi,biHty Slurely Is: greater. 1P0ssibly there 
are soOme parents llere-sometimes the little -children lead the way-possibly 
there are some ,pare,nts here w.hose children 'have found .the Lord Jesus' 'Christ, 
and it j.s the testimony 'Of their Uves' and the 'Praye·l' of their heart.g that you 
shoaJll 'be Slav·ed. .Perhaps you know in your inmost lleart that it is' the oU'e 
desire of ·their :hear·ts that you should come to the knowled'ge of Jesus. W'hat 
opportunities have you had? Have you lived! in this g·ospel landl all throug-h 
life? Hllive you had ·the gos'pel dearly ·ex.plained to ·you? 'Have you had a 
godlly !Sunday-School teacher who has taught you ·and' prayed ,for you? . Have 
you :had -these opportunities', and h'a.ve you COllle to this hou·r w.ithout a know­
Iedlge 'of ·Jesus Christ? Then can yon say that you have not ,negl'ec'1ed' this 
great salvation? W:hat 'do y,ou think a·bout chiefly? What is your main 'pur­
pose in Ufe? What is the chief des'lre of your heart? rln ·what ohannel are 
the cU'rrents 'of Y'our life :tIowin'g? How are you living at '1hl:S! time? Are 
you seelting -Godi? 'or, tAre you going a'Way fr·om God to·night? Are you ne:g­
lecting this ".great s'B-livation'?" 

IV. 'LET Us "LrS1.'EN IN" ANTI HE,\R THE Hoy.Y 'GHOST'S QU~;ST.lON TO E';ERY 
UNSAVED .soUI.-iF You NEGT.EC'.r :So GIIEAT ,SALYATION How ISHAY.I. You 'ESCAPE? 
!of . yo\! hav~' rJeglected. salvation, ,if you 'lLre ,d'etermined to continue 
010 neglect this salvation, then f.t .is a questien of the .utmost im­
portance to you to lmew how you -are going to esca'pe if 'You' neglect 
God's I().nly remed·y. The indictmen,t is ·clear before Hea.ven's bar: 
you "have sinned. and come short of the glory of God"; "the soul that 
sin-neth it shan die"; ."sin is the transgres·sion e.r the law"; "by the d'eedB 
of the law there :Slhall no flesh Ibe jnstified in Ihis ·s·ight"-no poss·i.bIHty ,that 
anythin'g you may 'have done, e·ven thOll'gh it may hay.e seemed' te yoU to Ibe' 
a' good work Cor ·the time bein.g-no poss'l!bility that that can have any value 
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,before the Bar of God. iNow, when tJhat.day comes to wh·ich the whole creation 
moies; when "The Bonks" ar·e .opened, and; all men are "judged out at. those 
~hin'I;B' whicll a·re written hi. the 'books, acco,rding to ,thei'r .works," . can ''liou 
justify yourself before Goa? Is.it po'ssi,ble for you tQ ,prove tha.t you have 
n9t :broken «;lod"s law? Or, in the second place, i:f y'ou cannot ,so prove, if 
Y9U admit Y'Our guilt, d-f you admit th·at you are 'a sinner before Ood, then 
what ha.ve you to plead. in extenuation of' sin? wh'at a.re the ·circumstances 
which you can 'plead be~ore He/tven's ,bar which wiU weigh ·with the court of 
last res'ort? Al·e y'ou a .sufficiently accom'plished' ad'Vocate to win the Judge 
9f all the ear.th ·to your view? 'Ca,n you deflect tire course of eternal justice? 
,Can you plead your cas'e effectively Ibefor·e true ,bar ,of God·? If not, theru "·how 
shad.l you, es·ca·pe, If you neglect ·so ,g'reat 'sal'Vation?" :If you cannot thus 
ju'sUfy yourself, i,f you cannot argue your ow,n case, have you some savio.ur 
9ther than Jesus? As you llave up to this hour rej'ected the' Lord· Jesu's 
Oh'rist, have you some'body els'e whose blood w,m 'be efficacjous, whose Iblood 
ilJ 9f ·sufficient value ibefore God, who will die and ,whose sacrifice will ,be 
,ccepted: in pay;ment of the penalty ,o.f violated loaw? Hlltve you another .s'acri· 
flee, 8,S you have rejected' thus' ra·r God's one 'Ilnd on,l·y sacrifice? .or, 1-f not, 
it. then ;)-'ou have no ;price in your hand ,for your own :salvation, unsaved one, 
then 10m the gods 1Vh01lt YOtt serve .deliver you in that grcat d.ay'l There is 
ljomething yOU wors'bJip; there is something a:bout which your hea;rt j,s 
entwined; if you '(l'o not know Christ, the~·e is something th'at is the d{}minatlrug 
P\lrPos'e of your loffe; lohere Is something else that you love s-upremely in place 
of G()d. !Will the ,godis whom you serve deliver you "in the ·(lay when God 
shl'\ll juc;l'ge the's'ecrets of mell by Jesus 'Christ?" If not, how ,shall you escape 
So g;reat damnation if you neglect SIO great salvation? Oan you match Y01tr 
strength 1Vit1r. God.,! "Hast t1),ou an arm li-ke G<ld? or canst -thou thunder 
with a voice Uke 4im?" lin' the 'd'ay when "the odead, smail and· great, stan-d 
before God; and thetboo·ks are ()pened, and,the'dea,d ·axe jud·ged out of ;Ilhose things 
which are written in the book·s, accord:in'g to tlieir ·wor·kll," can Y'ou match your 
Iltrength with ,tl),e A,;1mighty, and. overcome .the Judge o,f 811'1 the earth, and 
prevent th'e execution of eternal wrath upon the rejecters and neglecters of 
this "great salvation"? Then, how will you be saved. if you reject God.'s one, 
l(Ult, imZy re'fl'l,ecZy'l If God has sell,t His SoOn, and' He can find -no other; i-! 
He comes to you in the power of the Holy ISpi-rit; it He .gives YO\l Ught and 
·opportup,ity and friendls to pray with you, and an ,open Book;; and you reject 
aU this-then how wlll you Ibe 'saved? "If the w'ord spoken 'by ange'ls' wa,s 
stedfast, and every translg·ress'ion 'and dIsobediencE) received! a just recompence 
of rewar.d'; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which a.t the 
fi,rS't ,began- to Ibe 'spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
th!it h!!ard .him?" 

·Some peo.ple are going to 'be 1l1a.ced on: the left-hand. 'sid'6; .some people 
will 'be s'lllbjects of the wrath of God; sOIIl/e people who h·ave 'heard and: some· 
w,hat ,un.qerstood salvation'·s :plan are going to reject it 'and neglect it and go 
'on to eternal perdition. Are you? oAre you? How much lon-gel' wil'l you 
waU? How many times more' will you reject the offer of sa'ivation? T,here 
i-s coming. a last time, there is' coming an hour when the last church ·s'ervice 
will be held, ·when .the laBot serm:,on will ~e preached, Iw,hen bhe Holy 'Spirit 
will operate upon the 'hea'rt and conscience of the }ast sinn:er ·for the lllOst 
time. We are rushing ODt to the close of this age, ,however far away it may 
·be;· we are rushi-ng on to. the inevitwb'le end. T,here win (be the last .chance. 
the lliist call. [t·may tbe to·nig;ht; it may be that you will never again have 
an opportunity to turn ~nd! live, to repent and ,believe on the Lol'd! Jesus' 'C.h'l"ist; 
it may Ibe now or never; it may .be that if to·night you reject the Holy ,Spirit 
and ·go ·out unsa·ved that the Spirit will move upon your heart no m-ore. "The 
last '9Pportunity does come to men. T,here have ,been those who have gone 
out into the (}lark, Shl·laking that they 'Were lost! They ·have left their testi· 
mo~y to the awful fact that it is possible to reject the Holy Ghost 1I.nwlly to 
thE) eternal un:doing and loss of the soul! And that is in acc·ord 'With the 
Word of God: '''My Spirit shall not always ,strive with man." 

. WUl you come to·ni'ght? It is not a question {)f ·whether y·ou come 
tprough fea·r. There were some, you know, who preached, "Flee from the 
w.r.!itm to. come." Ilt. is not a question ·of whether you come 'Partly through 
fear, '!in'll. pa,rtly through a ·desire to know God: the one question- is, Will you 
coiIle? wm you come? He 'calls you: ",come unto me,. all ye ,that labour 
aIJ4 !ire heavy la4en, and I will give you reS't. Ta·ke m,y YQke upon you, and 
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learn' of Dlie; for I am meek and loWly In heart: and yeO shall find rest unto 
your ··s·ouls." "Ho, every ·one thBit thlrsteth, come ye to .the waters, and he 
th8lt haUh n-o money; ·come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come', !buy wIne and· ·milk 
wlth-out money anI(} without price. Wherefore do ye spend money if-or that 
which Is not bread? and y·our lIDbour for that which satlSlfleth not?" He Is 
calling you~coDlie-come-co-me-to·night! ·"The ;Spi-ri:t and the ,bridle say, 
·Come. 'Anod let· him that heareth. 'Slay, 'Come.. .And let :hIm ·that is athirst 
come. And whosoever ·wHl, let hIm take th'e water of Ufe freely." He calls 
y-otU; He yearns af·ter y·ou; He longs for you; He wants to s'ave you from the 
power of sin, a.nd finally ,from ·the presence of Slin, an·d "pres'ent YOU faultless 
bef'ore the presence af his ,glory with ·exceedlng joy." It can 'be d·one t-o·nlght 
if you 'Wm ·simply cease to neglect this "great salvation," if you will simply 
open your ·heart to the Incoming of His 'S'plrlt, to the Incoming of the light 
of God; .if you will turn to-.night you maI·l find sa'lvati-on through the .precious 
blood, ,by His graee.· This may be the last time----I do not ·say It ,will, it may 
,be-and no J)reacher of the gO'spel has a·ny authority to say that there ever 
will Ibe another opportunity of sa:lvation. .Moody .said that ·.the week .before 
the' Chicago fi·re· -he said to an audllence, "Go home and think thl:s· over, and 
·come again next ISunday an'd yield yours'elrves' to ·Chr1st." And that week the' 
,Ohlcago fire Intervened, and th!at con'gTegat1on ,never 'gathered a:galn. "Now," 
he said. "I never say, 'Wait.' 'I say, 'Be'hold, now lSi the a·ccepted: time; 
'behold, now Is ·the d'ay ,of salvation.''' I ha-ve preached to 'peopIe more than 
once ,f0t: the last time, an·d I learned' afterwards when they had ·been 'brough~ 
to all: unexpected and a sudden end .that t·hat which they heard from my Ups 
was the la'9t -mess'81ge of s'alvation they heard; an·d; 'as far as J: know they 
went out into the dark without :hOpe, 'Without God. 

The opportunity is you·rs to·night, If yOU are uns·avell. If .there Is one 
here without God, 'I .beseech you, "8;9 though God did 'beseech yon 'by us . . . 
be ye ·reconciled to ·God." You remember that story of the man gathering 
eggs from the face of a prectpitons' cUff. He found it neces·Slary.·to JoOtWeT' 'him· 
self ·by a rope from ·the overhanging ed'ge of a 'beetling cliff until at last he 
fouIid hims'ellf opposite ·the 'Joed'ge on which the 'sea-birds latd: their eggs. ·But 
on account oOf the degree .to which the cliff o:verhung the sea, the 9.g1g·gatherer 
found hlm'self. same ten feet distant ,from the ledge of the nests'. He swayed 
'himself a·s a pendlulum, and at last the extreme Inward: swin.g of the rope 
brought him to the led·ge, onto which he sprang. lAs he d,i-d so he lOost .hold 
of the rope.' .And th·ere he stood for a few awful .moments· midway 'between 
the sea and the sky. The rope; swingj'ng outward after he 'had! quitted 'his 
hold·, was returning Uke a pendulum. It came, ,but noOt so far as to en'alble 
him to dutch it from where he stood. Outward it ;S.'WUn:g again, and, he realized. 
with agony ~hat as each time It swayed to and fro It wouLd! .be further ·and 
further off, until at last it would .hang s'tatioDtary far out of :his reach. When 
the rope 'began :slowly to swing inward,s, he s'aw that the next time it would 
!be out of his reach. BrelDthless, he wa:ited until ·the rope was' just about ·to 
pause ,before swinging back, then,. knowillg that it waSl now or never, he 
leaped Into -space, caught the ro.pe, and was s'aved! Another ·s'econd an·a he 
would have 'los'1 hIs 'chan-ce! There come times iIlt the e:rperience of the ;StOul 
in .its relationship to God, or in its relation.shi-p to the ImpOll'wnity of the :Spirit 
of .God to repent and !believe-there come times when it Is just l'lke -that, 
when it Is now or never,-now or never .. tBelieve now, accept now, or the 
Spirit may "t8.tlte His everlas'1ing fiight. . 

I wonder if there is an)'lbod'y here like .that this evenln,g? Will you noOt 
come to God to-nl'ght? Will you not repent. and ,belieV'e on the Lord JesuB 
Christ to·night? wm you not fiee . from the wrath.to come to-night and ·fi.nd 
s'alvation through the precious blood? Let me repeat the text to YOU. Take 
it as the W.ord of -God, In'spired 'by the ,spirit of God:. .May the Holy Ghost 
brin·g it home to heart. and' conscience: "FoOl' If the 'Word s'poken '!by . angels 
was stedfoast, and every transgression ·and. disobedIence ,receIved a just .. recom· 
pence of rewa·rd; 'hOtW shall we esca..pe, if we neglect .so great -sa,l'Vation; which 
at the first 'began to .be spoken by the Lord, ·and was con·firmed ·unto us by 
them that heard him; God also bearill:g them witness, !both with s,lgn:s and 
wond'ers, and with d1vers miracles, an.d ,gUts of the Holy Ghost, according 
to his O'wn will?" 

![ wan.t to .leave the Holy Ghost's question with you: "HOtW s·haJol we escape, 
if we neglect so great .salvation?" May God in His mercy help every uncon· 
verted soul to turn .In with His offers 'and find sa1vation ·by His grace, through 
the precious ·blood. . 
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Annual BUBine.. Meeting.-Our ga:thering I-ast Friday evening was as rich: 
in spiritual uplift as those' held primarily for prayer and praise. The reports of 
the Prudential and Finance Committee, Treasurer, Parliament Street Branch, 
and all auxiliary societies were the cause for grea,t praise to God. As we 
reviewed the year's work it was most evident that the Hand of the Lord had 
been upon us for good, which Hand also guided us in the selection of ·Deacons 
and Deaconesses. Following is the list of .those elected;. and we -believe them 
to be men and women whom the great Head of the church has chosen: 

Deacons-Messrs. E. A. Brownlee, George Greenway, J. G. Hyde, Charles 
Brownlow, George Booth, Fred Turney, and L. F. Shields. Deaconesses­
Mrs. John Lillie, Mrs. C. J. Holman, Mrs. T. T. Shields; Mrs. G'eorge Greenway, 
Mrs. W. W. Brown, Mrs. George Booth, Mrs. W. F. Hayden, and Mrs. E. A. 

. Brownlee. 

Junior Dorcas Society:-The closing mee.ting of the Junior Dorcas will be 
held Monday evening, May 7th. A large attendance of the young .ladies is 
requested, as there are still many unfinished garments. 

Bible Lecturea.-The complete series of the Pastor's lectures 011 "How to 
Study . .the Bible" may now be obtained at the church office. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 

T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. North 628. 
George Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadview Avenue. Tel. Hudson 910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. M. 5670. 
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 65 Homewood Avenue. Tel. N. 6047. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 1139 St. Clair Avenue W. Tel. Ken. 557. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 George St. Tel. M. 3321. 

Sunday. For the week beginning Sunday, May 6th, 1923. 
10.00-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George .Greenway. 
ll.po.-Public Worship. Rev. C;::. H. Schutt will preach, 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Pray~r Meeting i~ Church Parlor. 
7.00--PubUc WorBhip. Rev. C. H. Schutt wilt preach, 
8.30-Monthly Communion Service 

M~nday, 7.00-Junior Dorcas Society. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock-Meeting .for Prayer. -
WedneBday, Junior Service, 7,15. 

The Parliament St. Braneh, 250 Pat:liament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00;. 
Evangelistic Service, conducted by Mr. W. L .. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 
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