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"Wherefore, brethren, look ye ont among yon seven men of honest report, fnll 
of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this bnsiness."-Acts 6: 3. 

I 'DRUST ~I shaH not Ibe found tedious to any who ar·e with' us this morning' 
I who are not memibers IOf this Church. For my ipu1'opose Is to try to set· 

forlh ,the teaching of the Word' of iQod l'espectlng the qualidications for "'he' 
office of a deacon. 

Woe shall hoM our Annual iMeeting on (Friday evening next. In nineteen hu.ndred 
and twenty-one lour Annual 'Meeting lasted for six months, .ibeginning the twenty
ninth of April and finally adjourning on the twenty-first of S·eptemiber. On 
that occasion w·e found it necessary to appoint an emergency committee as an 
'executive for the Ohurch, which was cal'led the Prudential .and (Finance Com
mittee. And at the end of six months so many new memlbers had come into 
the feHowship o·f the church that it was deemed wise to 'continue' that arrange
ment for another year, in order that we mi,gbt Ibecome the ,better acquainted 
with each other. But I ·feel sure there will be ·a general agreement among. our 
memlbers that the time has come when we should regularly elect ·deacons and 
deaconesses. I ·shalll therefore try to .bring to you this morndn.g. a simple but, 
I hope, clear, exposition of the IScrlpture ibearing u.pon t.his :iIDlPortant mat:ter. 
I hope it will not ;be without ,profit :to members of other churches who may be 
here;' for these spiritual -princi-ples a.p,ply everywhere i and it is w·ell for us to 
measur.e our ;practice :by the original pattern. 

Our Lord Jesus said, "Upon this rock I will ibuUd my church." He is the 
BundeI' of His Ohurch as He is also her ·Lord. When !Moses was instructed to 
erect the tabernacle, he was again and again a·dmonished to see that he made 
eve'rythillog "accord.ing to the pattern s'hown to h·im in the mount." And we 
have in the lNew Testament the ·plans and speoj,fica.tilOns for this spiritual house; 
and if we abide by the teaching of the New Testament we shaH ibe sa.-ved from 
many pitfalls into which many of the .Lord's own _people ·have l:nadverten,tly 
fallen. It is said also in the Word of nod that Ohrist is the Hea.d· of the 
Ch,urch: "The head over a1'1 thin,gs. to the church, which Is his ,body, the ful
ness' of hifm that filleth all in all." It is written- aI-so that "when he ascended 
up on h1goh, he led' captivity captive, an-d gave gifts unto men ... And he gavl! 
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some, apostles; and some, proph·ets; and some, eViangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the ed'iofying of the ,body of Christ: till we al'! come in the unity ,of the faith, 
and of ·the 'knowledge of .the 'Son of God, unto a 'perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Chl'ist." In the tweUth chapter of II. Corin
thians, the same princIple :is set forth, th'at 'Christ is the Head of the Ohurch, 
and ·that the Holy 'S'pirit is the Administrator of the affairs of the Church. 
Paul' i.e writing about spiritual ·~ifts, and says that while there are differences 
in the gUts ibestow.ed, "it is the same !God which worketh all in all;" tha:t "God 
hath set some in the church," and he enumerates the vari().us BJ;>iritual gifts; 

.but, he says, "the manifestation of the 'Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal." Therefore, we all have ,our place, if we are Christians, in the body 
of 'Christ; we all .have our special and peculiar function to exercise. An-d we 
must know the mind of God so that we may find the place In the 'body of Christ 
to which God in Hi-s ,infinite wisdom has ordained us. 

You wiIll see in the Acts of the Apostles how the apostles sought to II!p,ply 
that .princI,ple in othe affairs of the church in the period of foundation-laying. 
As for example, when a que.stion of doctrine and of 'practice arose, res.pecting 
the relation of t,he customs of the ceremonial law to the Gospel, they gathered 
together i·n Jerusalem, and 'prayerfully considered the matter, and they heard 
the testimony of men w.ho were a'bla to tel'i"·().f Wlha.t they.had seen of the,powerof.the 
Holy Ghost ·in their ministry. Peter explained' tha.t his going to the Gentiles had 
been shown to ibe according to the divine .purpose !by the fact that God "gave 
them ,the Holy 'Ghost, even a.s' he did unto us." :And Bar.na.bas and Paul, also, 
told of how ,the hand of God had Ibeen upon them. So when they summed the 
matter up and delivered their decree ,to the churches, they prefaced it 'by say
ing, "It seemed good to the Bioly Ghost and to us." They did not rely upon 
their own jud·gment, ,but yieLded to !the direction of the Holy Ghost. . 

Now, we who are Baptists ,profess to be subject to ,the authority of God's 
Wlord; that our churches are built on .the prinCiples of the New Testament. 
And yet, :I fear that even 'Baptist churches sometimes depart tram the New 
T·estament ,pattern. For it is one thing to hold a doctrine theoretically: it 
Is an entirely <lifferent thing to translate that doctrine into actual experience 
and to allow ourselves to be governed ,by it. 

·We desire .in this chur{:h, very humlbly, to acknowledge the Headship 'O'l 
JesuB Christ. We want always to recognize that He is the Head, not only of 
the Ohurch lin general, but that He is the Head of ·this church. He is the One 
Who is to 'be considered first of all, and Whose will is .to !be soug>ht and done. 
We 'believe that the Holy Spirit is given to the church to administer the affairs 
of the church. T.he Lord Jesus is not here in 'bodily ,presence, He is yonder in 
the glory linterceding in our Ibehalf; but the Holy Spirit is here, and Hi-s pres
ence is just as real to us as i·f the actual bodily presence of the Lor<l Jesus 
were here. I trust t.hat as I speaik to you this morning, we all have the con
scioosness ,that we are in the presence of God, that His Word 1s fulfilled to 
us, and that God the Holy Ghost is verily here to direct ous into· an understand
ing of iHis Holy Word . 

. .As we approach our Annual Meeting, therefore, an-d are ·faced with the 
necessity of finding men and women who will occupy these divinely ordered 
offices, we ou,g.ht surely to come to the Word of Goo to find out what .that Word 
teaches ~eSlpecting t'he qualifications of those who are chosen for these positions. 
r trust also, that we shall all desire that God's man shall be found; and that 
we would rather have him occupy the position than occupy it ,ourselves, if the 
Lord has not appointed us. The worst thing th'81t ·can happen to any man is 
to get into a :position to w.hich the Lord has not caned him. There are per
haps some y,oung ministers here this morn.ing, and I venture to suggest that 
you also ehould 'be ·governed by this ,principle, I o,ften haye communications 
from ministers who, Uke a certain Levite, are seeking to change their place. 
During the last couple of weeks, I have had communications from five or six 
different ,puIpit committees-I have n:ot written them, ,but they have written 
me-a'bout the selection of a pastor. I met a .PuIpit .committee recently and 
I said to ·them, "Don't you want God's man? Don't you Ibelieve that t.he great 
Head of ·the Church has a pastor for you somewhere? 'Don't you want a star 
,preacher?"-A star pr.eacher, you know, is one of the stars that are iIleld 
in the right hand of Him "who walketh an the midst of the seven golden 
·can-dlesticks." If there are m~nisters here this morning w.ho want the right 
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kind of church; be assured the right ·kind wiil 'be the churcli the Lord wants 
you ,to have. . "T,ake heed therefore unto yourselves," said IPaul to the Ephesian 
elders, "and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made yo.u 
overseers." 1 have never been able to understand why anyone snould seek 
for position in 'the church. I 'believe that the Holy Spirit Himself, i,f we .are 
yiel.ded to Hdm, will ·flnd our position, and that He will ,put us .there. And i.f 
a m'an is "set-in the church" by the Bioly Ghost, he can withstand all the 
forces of lieU, 'because -God underta;kes to stand Iby His' man. And that is true 
of all the officers of the Murch. And if we are to 'be happy and fruitful in 
our servdce, we must accept the 'position to which ·God appOints us. His plans 
are already made. We do not need to im·prove u·pon them. All we need to 
do ds to find· out what His plan·s are. 

"!And -in those days, 'When the number of the disciples was multiplied-ilo 
that the 'apostles were not a'ble ,to give attention to everything-there arose 
a murmuring of the Grecians against 'the Hebrews, ibecause their widows were 
neglected in the d·aily ministratJi:on." What a strange thing that when God 
was pouring blessing u.pon· tthe church, that side Iby side there began this' mui'
muring on ,the !part of some 'because their widows wer.e neglected in the dally 
m-1nistraUon. And df you shou'ld ·find that in the ;presence of some great 
spirItual blessing, somebody murmurs a little 'bit, do not run away in a panic. 
There were murmurers in the ap.ostolic church. 

The ap,ostles called the disciples together, and ,they, without doubt, had 
sought the mind of the Lord. .Jot is not expl:icitly stated here that they for
mally ,prayed a'bout the matter; ,but ,surely we know we'll that they dLd. And 
they said, ·"J.t is ·nOtt reason that we should leave the 'Word of God, and serve 
ta'bles. Wherefore, Ibrethren, lo.o,k ye out among you seven men of honest re
port, fun of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, wih'om we may appoiiIlt over this 
ibusiness!' . 

Let me here suggest tWs principle: that Ufe always organizes itself. The 
apostles did not elwborate a plan of organizatitOn on ,pwper, and say, "'In order 
to' do ·the work, we must have .this organization, and another SOCiety, and so 
many ditrerent ·committees." Not at .aH. They let the church grow, and as 
new necessities arose, ·they sought the wisdom of God to meet th,em. And 
the 8tp!pointmen-t of the original deacons ·was the natural reSlult of the de
velopment of .the church, and of the inipossi'blldty of the a.postles caring for 
the ,temporalities of the church. 

And, my.dear friends, when .the Holy ISpir.it is in the life of the church, 
when He ,is dwelling in .the hearts of ·the members of the ·church, aud the 
members desire to know the mind of the Lord, the growing necesSlities of the 
church ,w·ill !be taken care o.f. You see some gi"eat institution. and you say, 
"I wonder however that was ·planned." Itt was planned only as the oak tree 
was planned. Jot was aU engendered in the acorn, and as it grew one branch 
after another deveLoped, and Ufe found its own natural expression. 'Dhat is aU. 
"The rig.hteous shall flourish like the 'paIm tree: he shall grow like a. ced'ar 
in Lebanon. Those that he planted in the house of the ,LOrd s.hall fiourIsh in 
the courts of our God." And that is what we 'Want here-a 'growing church, 
growing Iby the ,power of the ·spiritual life within it. And as new necessities 
arise, God will give us the wisdom to meet them. That is how the lIIPostles 
did H, and that Is why these dncons were appointed. 

Now, 'What were they appointed to dol' 'Primarily, to meet the need that 
was e:r.pressed 'by ·the murmuring of those who were neglected. The IlIpostles 
odistingu'isihed ,between the ministry of ·the Word and ,the ministry to the tem
pora'! needs of the church. And they sal-d, "It Is not reason tl181t we shiOould 
spend all our time with these lesser matters, when there are other men amon.g 
you who may ,be found to attend to them." 

-Now, there are Ibusiness affa1rs in conneDtion with the church, lihere are 
temporal matters requ.iring arotentioll; 'but in every church ·God ,has His men, 
His w,omen, divinely qualified for His wor.k. A church ·does not need to go 
outside 0If itself. Within the church itseU th'ere are resources, there are gl.fts 
adeq,ulllte to .the need of the church dn i'ts v.arious stages of development. The 
main ,thing .is to have the L'ord find these :people, >So that ·men and women of His 
appointment may 'be chosen .. 

The ne:r.t qluestion is, What Bort of men ~vere they who were to be appc)ointed' 
There are three things speci,fied here. . 

Firat, they were to 'be men 01 honest report-'ID.'8n of good reputa,tion, 
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men whose characters, whose daily conduct and con·versaiion were such bhat 
they wou:ld never 'bring reproaCh upon ihe -ohurch.-Tha.t ds· a very common
sense requirement; Ibecause the church is a witnessing !body: we are here to 
witness to the truth of the Gospel. We are to ;prove to .th,e world thaJt Jesus 
Christ lives, and we are to prove Him !by ·sh,owing that He i·s living in us. 
The church's mission is to deml{)nstralte the trlllth that ,there ds a Saviour 
Who can save men from ·sin, and Who can cause men to 'grow ,u.p into Him
self. And if the officers of the ohurch do not exemplify th'at Gospel, who 
will? Abov.e alI things, the officers -Dof the church must 'be men o.f honest re
port, against whom no one will ever ,be a:ble Ito .point the finger of reproach 
and say that they in any circumsta·nces acted in a way that was unwoIlthy of 
the church they ;prOifessed to serve, and the 'Lord to Whom they profess to be 
su.bject. 

But why shouZd they be "fuZZ of the HoZy Ghost'" Their primary Ibusiness 
is just to serve tll/bles; they are to attend to the ,temporal needs of the church. 
Ah! But the apostles had learned that the church is a spiritual institution. 
The A,postle 'Paul said, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drinlk, or whatsoever ye 
do, ,d'o all to the glory I()f God." Then 'in that early day, it is said that llhey 
"did eat their 'meat with gladness and singleness of heart, ;praising God, and. 
having favour wlth alI the .people." These ·pe()ple n·ever S8lt down to :the table 
to 'Par.t8lke of ·their dailY meal, Ibut there w.as· a great gladness in their hearts: 
There was a savour of Christ wbout them in all thalt they ddd. And· if they were 
to teach the widows to "eat their meat· with gla.(l·ness and sin'glenoess ot hear,t, 
praising God," they needed <the Holy Ghost; 'because ill; is ·no easy thing for a 
widow sometimes to eat ther meat with gladness, es.pecially if &he has no ,butter 
on her bread! She needs the instruction and inspiration of somebo'dy who 
has learned God's secret if alI of IMe is to 'be Spiritualized. Of course,· In that 
day Ufe was not as complicated as it is to-day. The church, has, naturally, 
grown, and conditions of life have changed. /But if the things w·h·ich come 
within that general c8ltegory of the temporal interests of It'he' churoh' are to be' 
properly attended to, they must be superintended !by men of ihonest report·, 
who are fuN of the Holy Ghost. 

These men w·ere to 'be n()t only full of the Holy Gh:ost, but of wisdom! that 
is' to say, there are men to whom God has ,givoen wisdom: "For to one is given 
by the ISpirit the word o.f wisdom; to another the ;wI()rd of iknowled'ge iby the 
same ,Spirit; to another faith ,by the same .spirit; '" '" '" dividin·g to every 
man severally as he wiIt" 

So they sa:id, '\In choosing these men, look ,for three thing·s: lfirst of all, 
they mus-t be men of honest report, !Of ·goo.d 'reputation; ·,they must !be men 
ful'l of the Holy Ghost,-spiritual men, domInated iby the power of God; and' 
then they must 'be men to whom God has given the gift of wisdom-men of 
sound judgment, men of spiritual percapUon, men who know how to distinguish 
between things !that ,differ, men of discriminating judgment, men of wisd()m." 
And the Word says that "the ·saying ,pleased the whole multitude." Why not? 
We ought t() !be ;pleased with such a pro;posal. And we sihould' oome to 
the Lord, and say, "Lord lIhy men are. here. 'Find them ,for us, fur we want 
T'hy will, and Thy glory in the Ufe of this church." "The saying 'pleased ,the 
w'hole multitude"-there was '<IJbsolute unanimity in accepting the apostolic 
command. . 

They found seven men, therefore, and the seven deacons were appointed. 
We know nothing of five of them after tl)eir appoin,tment. (Bu,t that is a very. 
common practice of the Holy S'pirit in the (8Lble. The -TArd lays. down a cer, 
tain princi·ple, and acts upon it; and then He gives us an example of its O'Per: 
ation. 

He telIs us, first of all, therefore, :t.'he story of S te.ph en , as thJough Hi! 
would say to us in this late ·day, "I will ·give you an examp'le of the result <if 
foll()wing my ,plan. Here Is the story of 'Stephen." IStephen was one of those 
amiable men who thought that no<tJh"ing mattered, that the main thing was 
to ~:hake hands and 'be on good terms with everylbody; always to Ibe very 
careful and d·j,plomatic;· to maintain peace at any price? Certainly not! ·Step~len 
began his ministry, strangely enough, by disputing wi,th certain of the syna-

. gog-ue, ,by standing and contendin·g ,for the faith. And 1 w.()uld remind you 
that tihe first martyr 00 ·the faith, the first man who sealed his testimony to 
the finality of the '<;J.hristia,n revelation with ,his -own Iblo·od, was a d'eacon!-iNot 
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an 8Ilostle, not '8; pastor, not a teacher, prim'8.r.ily; 'but the first Dim who gave' 
his Ufe for .the faibh was one of these first seven deacons. . 

The other .exam'Ple was that of Philip, WThO displayed ,a great evangelistic' 
gift. Thin,k of it, a deacon ou:t after soul·s, a deacon actualIy try.ing· to' lead 
people to Ghrist! Well, that is what deacons are 'for; that:ios why they should 
visit ·tlb.e wi·dows. And Phm.p ·went down Ito \Samaria, and ,SamarUi. received 
the Wore of ·God. Th~ you l"emeIDIber how hum,ble this man :Phillip waS. For 
when two of .the apostles went .to his assistance PhlILp was not offended. He 
did· not tur·n around· and say, "What did you come down here for? iI can run 
this affair." iNot at all. He was Ithe sort of man who desired.' God to be 
glorified, e.nd the wor·k of God to ,prosper. Alid he obeyed the voice of the' 
Lord, and later' he left iSamaria, and went down to the place Ithat waS desert. 
Phil.i:p was a. personal worker as ·wel,! as a preacher IOf the Gospel. l·t is on 
record th.a.t he joined himself to the Ethiopian's ehariot, and explained to him 
the iScripture, and ·that 'he .bap·tized him in the name of the ILord·. . 

·The ·.Alpostle 'Paul .gives us, in the verses 1 read, from the first of Ti'm'Otb:y 
and t.:h.e .third chapter, the characteristi-cs ,of a. deacon in detail. 1 want to 
pu'l:iUsh- this sermon in The Witness a.nd if pO'ssilble send It to' tlie whole 
ch·urch ibefore the iM'eetilig on Friday. And 'I venture .to ask you to read' tt, 
to: put the Scri.pture before the Lord and aSk Him to give us a~l the' judginent 
to discern, among the men of this ohurch, those who answer -to th'1s d'escrltp
tion. And no matter who' he is, if he is' the closest ,friend you have, do' not 
dare to think of putting a· man in: the position of deacon who does not correa
pOIid, in some measure, to ·the !princi,ples laid down here. 

A d'eacon, then, "must be grave." That does not mean that he must never 
have a smile; that -he must be gloomy, not .k~owin.g iIlow to laugh, nor having 
any wit or l!:umour .aJbout- him. That would rule Brother Greenway out; if 
that were the interpretation:. (Laughter.) It does not mean that 8;t all. It 
means that '8. deacon must !be reverent;. a man who has a due ap'pr.eciat1on of' 
bhe v·a1ues IOf Ute, a man of serious purpose, a mam who h4IoS learned wh'at it 
is to live and to live before God. You ·cannot 1magine ·S·tephen or :PhiUp, under 
any circumstances, ever '!lisho,nauring their Lord Iby giddy, flippant, foollsh 
tal·k-m·ere silliness-which charac.terizes~ too oUen, not only deacons, 'but 
preachers. Let us ,by all means be :happy; ,but there is fiOolish taJIking anid 
"jesting which is ·not· convenient; .. tiIlere :is a su·perflci'al view of life'th·at dis
qualifies a mllln for exercising a spiritual intluence over his ,fellows. One of 
the ha.ppieBt men 1 ever .knew was a certain minister. 'He is now an' old man', 
but he is always one of the jolUes-t men, !bu!bbling over witli humor. You 
canlllJOt lbe in 'Ms .presence wibhout 'being fiUed with holy merrim-eilt. OncE!' 
when 1 was witili ·him in a company olf other ministers, and we were all in' a 
h8lPJ>y mood, ha.PPY' as they 'Were in .the father's house when' the prodl·gal 
came :home "and they 'began to make merry," right i,n ·the midst of· it, almost 
before the llWghter had died away, this very happy man said, "Now' brethren, 
let' us talk to the ·Lord·... And immed.f'ate·ly ·he was in prayer, and carried 
us i.n.to .the severuth heaven. That is what it means. The deacons must al
ways rem'ember that they at.e the Lord's representatives. 

Further, they must be ".not do·ubZeto1vg1£cc'L." The w,ord 11terally is, double
worded." Now, I thin·It it may me'an thIs: 'not a man who' reflects .bhe 'opinion 
of the last persou with whom he has been talldng; not '8. man ,vho has one 
word' on his Ups a.fter talking wi:th Mr. Jones, ilnd another after truNdng with 
Mr. Brown, ·an·d still anotllrer after tal-king with· IM.r. Smith; until no one knows 
w·h·ere he stands, or wha:t he believes'. I ;h'ave in my mind II. man who has' 
many excellent' qualities, 'but ,this oile ·serious defect. 1 have ta:lked. with him 
a;bout a. certailli matter, when' ·he acquiesced in everything 1- said', and gave 
me the impression that he was in perfect a.greement with my .pooIit of neVl-. 
,But tal,king with another 'person iholdin'g entirely opposife views to mine 
ten minutes later ·he WOUld' ag·ree witli him just ·as completely; so'that neither 
of us' knew which view ;he acce.p.ted or whether he reali'y agreed-' with either. 
I believe th'at is what this Scripture means-"not dowbletongued .. :......nof carried' 
about !by the last person' who' talk·s to you, hut a ma·n willo has his own con
viefions o·f .truth, a.nd has ,the coura'ge of :his convictions. 'l think it means' 
also, just pzain sincerity-not two-facedness. There are ,people who from sheer' 
weakness, want to ,be agreelllble with eveI'Y'body: !Such' wea:kness, ·however, has 
in it 1lIIl element of selilsli unwilljngness to be unpopular. But such a: man in 
anrifficial' ·positlon· in the Church of Ghrist is bound' to les,d -that church to 
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disaster. It also means that a deacon's speech should ,be consistent with the 
dlgmlty of his office. "Out of the same mouth pl·,oceedeth blessing and cursin·g . 
.My 'brethren, these things .ought not so .to Ibe." If you 'know of any man in 
this church~1 do not believe there is .one, but-if you know of any man in 
this church fr.om whose tongue a word has fallen dishonour.lng to Jesus Christ, 
'bordering u·pon coar·seness or vulgarity, cut .off your rig-h.t hand before. you 
write his name on the ballot for a deacon. The man who ·rises in prayer
meeting and, s~ys' '''Hallelujah! 'Prais'e the Lord!" who talks to God, and gives 
his testimony, must ,have the same testimony in his business, the same testi· 
mony In all the relationshl,ps ·of Ufe. Out of his mouth there must not pro
ceed blessing and curt!i.ng: ,his conversa;tion must "be 'always wdth grace, sea· 
sone·d with s·alt." I ca.IllIet understand some men who call themselves Chris
tians who seem to feel that in certain associations all restraints are ,to 'be 
throw'n off; and that c'onversation is 'permissible th'at in ether company would 
be considered inap.prepriate. Remember, the Christian must live his Ule before 
the great Head of the Ohurch, and no w,ord must ,fall from his u.ps that he 
weuld not have the Lord J'esus hear: "Not doubletongu·ed." 

"Not given to much wine:" It means literally what it says; but it means 
more: it means a man who is not dominated 'by the ·carnal mind: "'Do be 
carnal'ly m1nded is dea.th .. .....:.the minding ·of t'he things of the flesh is death; 
the ibody must !be ,kept ,under. The Apostle Paul s'ays, "1 ·keep under my 'body, 
and bring it into su!bjection." And the man who would serve the Church of 
Christ must Ibe a man who has learned to mind .spiritual things. "Not given 
to much wine." Another passage parallel to thi's, is,-"lBe not drun'k with 
wine . . . ibu,t 'be ,flned with the ISpirit." 

Here is another negative-''iNot greedy of ,filthy lucre"-not coverous; not 
a grasping man; not a man who' is so determined to 'get more that he "ill 
turn a shar,p corner in his 'business. "N-ot 'greedy of ,filthy lucre"-a man who 
is not enamored. o·f "all that is -in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and ,the pride of Ufe." He must not 'be a worldly-minded man, 
Ibut he must have learned "to set his affections, not on ,things on the earth." 

Then we 'have another positive--"Holding the mystery .of the faith in a 
pure conscience." Whom does it describe ,but one who is passionately in .love 
with the Gospel? one who has received "the faith once for all ,delivered to the 
saints"? What does it mean ,but that he is one of ,the saj,nts to whom the 
·f'aUh has ,been delivered? He has bought the truth and ,has resolved .that he 
wlll not sell it. He is Ji:ke ,8tep.hen. iSurely, it Is not.a man who will come up 
to his .pasror when :he ha·s been plea:ding with souls to repent, .or w,hen he has 
been war.n1ng ethers against the tides of worldliness and ull'beIief,~ot one 
who will come u.p to his !pasto.r, and say, ''\Now Pastor, do not worry about 
these ,things. iWe do not want any,conten.tien. We want no contr.oversy here." 
Surely not a man like that! But holding "the mystery of the faith" as some· 
thing that has 'been delivered to his keeping from 'God Himself, an·d for whl'ch 
he will die, if need lbe, rather than surrender.it. lBut:it says, "Holding the 
mystery of .the .faith in. a pur,e conscience." 1'hat is to say, the ·faith of his 
hewd and of his heart must 'be ;related to his Ufe. He must be a man who 
translates iuto his everyday life the tl"iuth which ihe professes'. He must be 
a man whose d1lctrine is In his h'an'lls, and albout his .feet, and in hi-s heme,
everywhere--as well as in his head and upon h.is Ups. As far as I can see, 
it does not say anything at all wbou,t his 'being a man of great mental capacity. 
o.ther ,things being equal, let us have that: he must !be a man of wisd·om. Bu,t 
some of ,the most ordinary men, who neyer did excel in t,he ,things of the 
world, who could never occupy a commanding ,position :in the wo;rId of busi
ness,-some of the most ordinary men have the ·shrewdest judgment in spiritual 
concerns. They have that ".wisdom tl1'at is from above, which is fi'rst pure, 
then peaceaJble"-mar.k 'that! not. th·e wisdom of the dip10mat, of the tactician, 
not ,peace at any price, but-".the wis-clom that .is from 81bove, which· 1s first 
pure, and then peaceable." Nothing is said. about the man/s wor7:d.ly position. 
I,t does not say that you ought to ask, first of ,all, what the man',s income Is, 
and what 'kind of 'house he lives in, and what neigh.borheod he honours with 
ihis presen.ce--not a werd about his social positLon. He may \have been the 
humblest in the land; but if he is "grave, not dou'bletongued, not given to 
much wine, not greedy of ,flfthy lucre; holding the mystery of the faith ·in a 
pure conscience," however humlble his position he is fit to ibe a deacon. 

"And. let these alBo first be pro'IJed.... Do not sit down and say, "I thi·n'k J, 
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know 'how to read ch·aracter. ,I thin,k I have my man, and he will fit admir
ably." iNo: in effect this ,text says, "Do not Ibe guided by superficial judgment: 
let these first be proved."-'Let them serve in ,the r.an·ks fil'flt, and then when. 
they have demOWltrated that they possess these qualities, let them be appointed 
to the office of a d·eacon . 

.Aga.1n: "Even so m'\JSt their wives ,be grave .. not ·slanderers, sober, falthtul 
In all things." Well, if we take it as it stands, I thiruk that is of value. But 
many expositors agree that here we have a descr,f,ption of the deaconesses; for 
the same word may ,be used to descrIbe ,both, and we know there were 
deaconesses in ,the early chu'rch. Phoebe is described as "a servan,t of the 
church," or a deaconess. A deacone&S or deacon is a serv'ant, not a master; 
a minister is a servant, not a. master. We shaH ,fuIofl.l the scriptural require
ment as we serve. Wdlat must the deaconess 'be? They must "!be gra.ve"; and 
all' that 'is true of the deacons must ,be ,true of the deaconesses, in that res·pect. 
And tlhen, "not slander·ers." The deacons, "no,t d,oUibleto,ngued"; the dea.
conesses" "not slanderers." What does 1.t mean? Just this: tha.t anyone who 
is appointe,d to office in a New Testament church should have enough religion 
to control his or her tongue. "The tongue is a Hottle member . . . and it is 
set on fire of hell. !Behold, how great a matter a Uttle fire kin·dleth!" "Not 
a slanderer," not given to sayLng. onnkin,d ,things aJbout other people; not 
pOisoning the mind of one person against 'another; oot "a whisperer who 
separlllteth chief ·friends"-'not of ·that disposition. at all. !But one who feels ' 
the res.ponsilbility restm'g upon her, and, .therefore, spelllks fIB in .the iPresence 
of God: "Not a slanderer." In .the selection of deaconesses, be careful that 
you select women whose "speech is always w·i·th grace, seasoned wi,th sa.lt." 

Remember ,th'at I am giving you the W.ord of God. I am concerned for 
the spiritual future of this churdh, because God ·has taugih.t us some lessons, 
at least, although we have been slow :f.n leaming. And, I \>elieve, He is 
leading us out to a new ·beginning upon New 'I1estament principles. Let us 
therefore 8ibide by the teaching of the New T·estament, and !be guided by the 
judgment of God In ·these matters. ''lEven so must their wives be grave, not 
slanderers, soiber, ,faithful in all things"-women of ,poise and of balance. In 
a word, what is nece8'Sary in the deacons is also necessary in ,the deaconesses, 
allowing ·for the diiterences ,between men and women. 

. There is one Oother word here; added almost as though S'pecially brought 
to the apostle's mind by the Holy S·pirit-a sor.t of postscript. He says, "Let 
the ·deaoons 'be the husbands' of one wife, ruling ·th·eir children and their own 
houses 'weH."-Thaot Is, consistent i·n the'lr domestic re1a.tioI16; ruling their 
children, not ,bei·ng ruled ,by them. Noow, mark that! whether you are a member 
of this church or any other churoh, as you value the interests of ,the Church 
of Ohrist, never ~,point a ·man to .the ,position of a deacon who is ruled by 
somebody else. "Ruli'llg their children anll their own houses well." The 
ss.1iJ.e quali,ty is necessary in the min·ister. YOou remember what it says: "One 
that ruleth well 'his ow·n house, having his chiLdren in subjection wf.th all 
gravity:" (for f.f a D;lan know not how rto rule his own houSe, how shall he 
take care o.f the church of God?) If a mini-ster or a deacon clI!D,not direct his 
own family; if he b,as not sufficient i.nfiuence over his own dhi1dren, and over 
his own w.ife, too, occupying his divinely given .place as rthe bead of the 
house, -to rule his own household,-i-f ,those Wlho ·mow him ,best do not accord 
him th'at place, then how can he hope to occupy that !place in the dhurch of 
God? Great damage is often wrought in the churoh by men tn officIal pOSitions 
whose oitice Is used to express othe whims of .their wives and children. "For 
,they that have ,used the office of a deacon well .purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is i'll Ohr.Ist Jesus." 

I ask, the mem.bershi.p o·f the chur·ch to pray very earnestly that the 
Lord will direct our judgment; and that when we com'e to our Meeting on 
Friday nig'ht, we may come in a spirit of subjection to God', ready to receive 
and follow the leading ·.of His .S'pirit; so that throu;g'h our collective judgment 
He may find in this congregation the men and the women whom He wants, 
whom He !has qualified in some measure to be deaoons and ·deaconesses. We 
are no,t to look for .perfection; but no man shouId /be elected a. deacon who does 

_ not possess each of these qualities to at least Siome degree. iNor s'hould any 
m'an retuse .to accept oitice Ibecause he fee1s that he does not pOS'sess these 
qualities -in 'a superlative degree. On the contrary, you will generally fl:iI.d 
that the men Wlho think they possess .them, and wlho ·therefore desire office, 
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are the very men who ,do no.t fu:lfU these requirements. You. nearly· always 
find it is the modest m-an, who ,feels he ,1.s not fitted for the, !pOSition, who most 
nearly ·lIlPtproximates the New Testament standard. . 

A body IOf spiTitual believers who seek the ,m1nd of the ,Lord will. certainly 
be led to make the rig;ht choice of men a:nd women for office. And if we 
have such men and women, of hone6t report, fuU of faith a;n.d of the Holy 
Ghost and of wisdom, nothing shall 'be impossible. For when sueh deacon~· 
had ·been appointed, although the churcll Ihad grown 'before a.n.d "the, disciples 
were multiplied," it j,s eaid that "the disci-pIes were multi.plied greatly· in 
JerUflll.!.em.... May the 'Lord lead \lIS all to an un1ierstandi,ng of His holy will. 

CHURCH NEWS. 
Women's Mission Circle. The regular monthly meeting of the Women's 

Mission Circle will be held in the church parlor Thursday afternoon, May 3rd 
at 3 o'clock. The subject will be our lady missionaries in Bolivia; Mrs. Frank 
Shields and Mrs. M. Fahey having charge of the programme. Let there be a 
large attendance of the ladies of the church and congregation to hear: of the 
work being done by these noble women who are sacrificing s·o much to give 
the Gospel to the people who sit in darkness in Bolivia. 

Is This a New Movementi' The Apostles did not laboriously lay plans· 
for the conversion of the Gentiles: they entered the doors which the Holy 
Ghost opened. Thus we should ever be on the look-out. for indications of 
God's leading. Last week we received a letter from a prominent Toronto 

. lawyer who is a regular reader of The. Gospel Witness. He is not a Baptist 
but is a devoted follower of Christ and a lover of God's 'vVord. Speaking of 
the message in The Witness of Feb. 18, "A Vicious Proverb vs. A Victorious 

. Prop·hesy," he says: "It is just the message for these days. It ought. to be 
widely distributed, and I should be glad to help in this. I enclose· a che·que 
towards such a purpose, and shall be glad to give more if others will help." 

Will others help? Is this the Lord's way of telling us to start a fund for 
the pUblication and distribution of tracts for the times? An occasional sermon might be put 
into tract form; but ought we not to have other and shorter tracts specially designed to meet 
the peculiar need of this strange day of unbeli~f in which we live? Pray over it; and if ~ou 
·feel this to be of the Lord, send a contribution-no matter how small, as your way of saymg 
you would like to help in such a way. The writer of the letter referred to adds: "As I happen 
to be here I send a list of clergy and ministers here, and should be glad if you would send 
a copy to each." The letter is from Bermuda. Let us consider whether God would have us 
start a Christian Literature and Tract Department. If so, He will provide the means, 

Last Sunday.-Fine congregations were present, and God was in the midst. Five were 
baptized in the evening. ' 

The Last Lecture for the Season was delivered by the Pastor Tuesday evening. The Parlor 
was packed, and God was wonderfully present. This completes the promised course of ten 
lectures. Tuesday's lecture will be on sale next week. The whole course may be obtained at 
the office for one dollar, 01"' any single lecture for ten cents. . 

The Pastor Goes to Texas.-The Pastor leaves on Monday for the Christian Fundamentals 
Convention at Fort Worth, Texas, where he will give an address on 'Vednesday, May· 2nd. 
From there he will go to another point in Texas for several addresses at a Bible Conference, 
and on May 10th to Kansas City, Mo., where he will give the Sunday !,vening address, May 
13th, at the meeting of the Baptist Bihle Union of North America. He expects to be home 
again for Sunday, May 20th. He will be gratefnl for a place in your prayers, that the power 
of the Holy Spirit may accompany his messages. . 

Ul4t at4urr~ atalmbar 
Sunday. For the week beginning Sunday, April 29th, 1923. 
10.00-Prayer Service .in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10.30-Monthly Communion Service. 
11.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
l.OO-The Bible School will meet .. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. Baptism will be administered. 

Wednesday-Junior Service-7.15. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock-Meeting for Prayer. 
Tliursday, 3.00-Women's Mi!>sion Circle. 

The Parliament St. Braneh, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.06'; 
Evangelistic Service, conducted by Mr. W. L. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00; Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service .. 
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