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"And :the killg of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and 
ellter into the battlc; bu.t put thou on thy robes. Aud the king. uf Israel dis· 
guised Mmself, and went into the haUle.-I. Kings 22: 30. 

I 
ISPOK:E to you ,three or ,four weeks ago froID! this same story of Ahab's 

attempt to P'OSlreSS himself of Ramoth-gilead .. , and of his invitation to 
Jeh'Oshaphat, the 'good king of Juda'h, to join f'Orces in that enter.prise. I 

want thds evening to Ibring home another aspect of the &arne story. Let me 
im just a few senten.ces rehearse the hi&to;ry ()f it so that you may have it 
clearly before yeu. ' 

Jehos'ha,phat went duwn to visit Ahab, the king o,f -,Israel; and while there 
Ahab as'ked his co-apera.tion in an attempt t'O' take ,Ram()th-giIead out of the 
hand of the king of ,Synia. JehQl!rha.phat consented; 'but suggested that they 
enquire ()f the iLord. Aha.b summ()ned 'his f'Our hundred, 'Prophets', and whh 
one v()dce they said', "Go up; ,for the Lord ah'all deUver it into the hand' of the 
king. And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a ;PTo'phet of the Lord ibeSiides, 
that we might enquire of 'him?" to which he replied, "There ds yef one man, 
oMicaiah, the son of Imla, 'by whom we may enquire of the .LQr·d: 'but I hate 
him; for 'he doth not <prophesy ,good concerl1ing me, Ibut eviL" 'H'Owever, 
Jehosha.phat's counsel ,prevailed; and Micaiah was sent ,for-the messenger 
counselling him to ~et his word be in agreement with the word of ,the .four 
hound;red ,prophets of iBaal; t'O which the .good' <pl'Ollhet answered', "As the 'Lord 
liveth, what the lJ ... ord sait'h unto me, that wiII I .speak." And 'When he came 
he first af all sai(( the same .thing, "Go, and 'Prosper: ,for .the iLord litha.ll de­
li,ver it int'O' the ha.nd of t,he ldng." Then Aha.b Wlith irony in :his 'speech sadri, 
"How many times sluiIl iI ad'jure thee that thou ten me nothing bllt that which 
is true in t'he name of the I.ord?" Then iM:icaiah delivered the true ~)rophecy. 
declarin'g th'at df he attempted to ,,'rest Ramoth-gilead f'rom 'Syria, he would 



,[(til dll the attempt. .A:ha;b then commamleil, "Put this ,fellow-the faitMul 
prophet-in tile ,prisou, aud reed 'jl'ilJl with 'bread or alrtictiolL antI with wull;lJ' 
of affliction, until I come in !peace," 

Then fo-Uows the te~t; "I wiLl d,isguise myself," said Ahlllb, "and enter 
into the battle," 13ut to ,lehosIlaphat 'he said, "Put thou on thy robes," So 
he disguis.ed himself' and. entered into the Ibattle, Now ,the extraordinary th.1ng 
a'bout this text is' that it ,tells ··the story of a fellowshi.p 0'[ two oppo-sites, Of 
Ahalb, it is said', "There was none like unto Ahab, which d'id self himself to 
work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his .wife stirred up;" 
and of Jehoshaphat it is said, that he "waJ.'ked in the first ways of David, his 
fa.ther," Here is one man who has sold 'himself "to work wickedness;" ami 
another man of ·whose life in general it is said', that he walked in the ways of 
the 'Lord: 'and: the two men are enga.ged In the same enterprise, fighting tlJe 
same ,battle, with the same objective. I want you to analyze that story with 
111e tlJis eveniDg. 

I. iFdl'st of all, you have here A DETERMINED ISINNER, SET ON A DESl'ERATE 
ENTERl'BISE. Ahalb is determined that at all costs he will have 'Ram~th:gilead. 
If you study his character you willI find that he .was a very covetous man. This 
is a man who set covetous eyes u:pon N81both's v.ineya.rd; ~d' ~rocured it at 
the 'price of 'blood. And now he sets his heart upon Ramoth-gilead; and he is 
ins-pired to' thds .despe~te adv:.enture 'by his covetous desire to· ,possess Ramoth­
gilead, Iby the master evil 'PaSSion of )lis -nature: Iby the one thing upon which 
all the energies of his life are concentrated-his ·g,reed Qf gain; and ·that leads 
him at last to do ,battle against God', and against all the moral fOl'ces of the 
undverse. He says, "I will have it if I have to Iflght my way through. No 
one shall deny me the possession o.f the prize u·pon which my heart is set." 

Now" there are many !people l'i'ke that, who ha.ve set their hearts upon 
some ,forbidden thing; and they are determined th'at they will have it no mat­
ter what it costs. They.will enter into the battle; and they will take poss'ession 
of the thdng their hearts desire. .Sometimes it is not a fla.grantly evU thing, 
There are ,few men who dO' that which is admittedly u-nlaWlful; Ibut, generally 
speaking, the forbIdden thing is of 'another character. For sometimes· a man's 
besetting sin ds his pride. He resolves that he will !be ;}Jonoured'; that he will 
o'btai'n a !place 'of pre-Il.minence among his fellows. In -bUSiness, it may ille, 
the m·an ·desires to be the most ~rosperous o.f his kind. iMen say he is after 
gold'; and yet if you knew his' own heart, perhaps that is 'but incidental to' his 
desires. The main passion o·f ;}Jis life ds to ,be hailed as the chief-as the 
successful ma·n. It m·ay Ibe that he desires the first :place in the 'Profession to 
whdch he ,belongs. He is fired with the passion of Haman: honour a,fter honour 
was piled upon him; yet said he, "!All ·this aV3lileth me nothing, so long as I 
see ·Mordecai the Jew sitting at the Iking's gate." 

Read the story of iBritish politics to-day; in illustration of my princd,ple, 
It is said thlllt certain of the -leade.rs of iBritish political life have gl'own weary 
of 'playing second fiddle to .Llo.yd Geor,ge. Well, there are a great m·a.ny :people 
who never Idlke to ,play second fiddle to anYlbody. They Uke to ,be the w;}Jole 
'orchestra, if possi'ble. There are ID'any who are seized. with -that !passion in 
the Christian church; 'Who are, ,indeed, quite like "Di-otrephes, w;}Jo loved to 
have the ,pre-eminence," There ,are men who ha:vi'll'g once emibal'lked upon an 

.evil cou·rse, will cut their way 1'oight throug.h to t'he end, rather than humble 
themsel,ves, and say, "I am wrong," Have you ·not seen men blinded illy their 
own pride, sim.ply 'galloping to the ,precipice Ibecause ,they will 1Il0t say bef'ore 
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,God and omau, "I have mad·e a mistake. I aDl wrong." AhllIb was· II. mall ot 
that ordel·. I do 119t k.now what the 'particular Il1lLtlt.or 'plLssion or your lHe 
may be; ;[)l.It I do say th'lt when <I. Juan COllles under Lhe domiuion of Imy 
such evH poweJ' ,he is li'kely to entel· Into the 'battle aud tight it out at last 
with Goli. 

:N ow .A:ha:b's IIe.sil·e for RamoLh c(tullecl h'i'ln to h(&'i'den kill iLea'rt ag(L'i'I',~t the 
Wortl of the J:-or(L. He could not bear to hear iMicaiah preach 'because,. he says, 
.. He uoes not prophesy good ·concerning me ,but evil." 11 think if you had· got 
into his con<fidence he would have said, "You ,know whenever I hear that num 
speak :1 'fe,el uncomofortalble .fOl" a 'whole week afterward,. ISomehow or another,' 
he has II; way of getting at my oheart and conscience, and makin,g me uncom· 
forta.ble everywhere. There is another prophet whom ;1 hate, that man Elijah: 
I cannot Ib.ear to hear anything ',from his lips." 

I want you to follow me in the discussion ,fOl" just a moment of a very 
,pro.found princi.ple. "IMen 8ind :brethren, what shall we do?" said they to Peter 
on the day of :Pentecost. And ,Peter said, "Repell!t!" He did: n{)t s'ay, Believe. 
He said, "Repent and ;be ibaptized everyone o:f you." As a matter pf fact, he 
knew that it would' ,be impossi,bl'e for them to beldeve ,without repentWlce. 

M:icaiah said to Ahab, "You have set you,r heart lllPon Ramoth; if you 
,go you will never retu,rn: if you are resolutely set on having y{)ur {)wn ,way, 
and doing your own will, 0 king, ,that way lies death-utter d,isaster." Now, 
in the nature {)f the case, it was 1mopossi/ble for Ahalb to /believe that word 
without repenting and turning right about face, and· saydng to Jeho'sha:phat, 
"We will not g·o." \Do you ~illOW that some people do not beHeve because they 
wil:l not repent? You can,not believe IWoith'out ,repenting. Jesus did not come 
to save us in our sins, 'but from our sins; Wld God havlng raised up His Son 
Jesus, sent IHim to ,bless you !by turll!ing aw'ay everyone of y{)U fr.om his in· 
iquity. ,We cannot ,believe until ,we repent; and so long as ,our hearts are 
set ,upon some evil cOUl:se that we are determined to ,pursue at all costs, there 
is n9' ,propohet in tile world whose message can find entrance to our hearts. 
Elijah .was 1P0w;Elrless to move Ahab. Micaia:h's preaching had no effect UpO'll 
Ahwb. All the IProphets of the u:..O~d whose ;blood was shed lbecause of their 
testimony, had no effect upon him. It was impossible tohat he should beHeve 
without repenting. 

And, my friends, you have flattered, yourselv-es perhaps that your difficulty 
is an intellectual one. I.f I were to ask 'you why you were not a Christla.n, 
you WOUlodl say, '''1 have read so much; and the seeds of doubt have Ibeen SOW11 
,in my mind; and II have come to question ,the authority of the mble. I do 
-not know whether it is the Word of the Lord; and I cannot !believe." I want 
to tell you just as IJt:indly as 'l know how to do it, that you are all wrong in 
that assumption: the difficulty is not in the intellect, certainly not primarily; 
it is -in the will. Ando the moment we are willing to lay dow,n our' wills to 
J'es.us Christ, a:nd: accept direction ;fl'om God-that moment· we can /believe;. 
and until we do tohat we never can. And one of the 'Weakn~sses, it does seem 
to me, of the modern' message, is that the note of repentance is almost lost 
,trom the modern lPulpit. But you cann,ot 'believe in the New Testament sense 
with'out repentance; because 'believing in the Lord Jesus means not only leav· 
ing my sins upon Him, where God has· placed them; 'but it means accepting 
m,m as Lord, and su'bmitting my whole liie to His dominion. And! until I am 
willing to receive Him as Lord,'1 cannot trust Him. I cannot 'believe; -but 
repentance paves t'he :way. 



And Yet, strangely enough, this aesperate sinner was a very re.Zigious man. 
He had no less than ·four hundred ·,preachers all his own! And when it t8lkes 
four hundred: :preachers to keep one man straight, you can, depend upon it that 
he is naturally disposed to .be a little ·bit cr'Ooked. 'But Ahwb 'had four 'hundred 
pro.phets ·to tell him what to do. He was a very religlou.s ~an. 

And most ,people desire some religious sanetion for what they d,o. If I 
were to ~ome to you to-n·ight ilersonaIly, .and say, "Are you a Christian?" it may 
be that you would turn ui!On me, and say, "Well, what do you think I am, a 
heathen? 'I was !born -il!- a 'Christian l;1ome; 'I was Iborn in a Christian c(>untry. 
Certainly I am religious." But .&halb had' a religion that would allow him to 
have 'his' own way. Now mark that! Ah.ab would' never :hear a preacher who 
dis'oorobed, his ,peace the' second time, if he could help it: as far as he had 
power, he cut his head off; and it was not Aha;b's fault that ·there was any 
voice 1'eft 'on earth to tell him t'he truth. He was reli-gious; but he desired and 
deteromlned to have a religi·on that was agree8lble to his natural desires; a re­
ligion that required no repentance; no cllange of life, no right albout face, no 
submission to God·; and so he had no less than four hundred preachers who 
always made -it a point of finding out what Ahaib wanted tQ d.o·; and then 
amiably told Mm to do it. 

And' that is a very popu·lar kind of .religion to-day. A lot of :people will 
hav:e that sort oif religion Qr none at all. 'I rememlber in the beginning of my 
min1stry being 'a ,pastor in a lSm'all town, or it was a vill!!-ge 'I'ather than. a 
town. 'There were, I think, four ('hurches in- the place. There was one young 
man there who sang in the choir; he worked -in the dru.g &tore. His name was 
Clarence. The choir was in one 'corner -o-f the church. Clarence was there 
every 'Sunday for a little while . .I said nothing to him; 'l?ut ,I found that gradu­
ally he was working his way down the 'side of the church: it seemed every 
Sunday he would get a little farther back. One 'Sunday night he was s"itting 
in the cen·tre of the church two or three seats ,from the Iback. At the close of 
the service we had an ·after-meeting, and nearly every,body stayed. It w.as a 
little church; Ibut it was full; and 'Clarence was In the middle and' could not 
get out-rather an awkward situation. I think th-at is 'Why rome young people 
like t,he end seats. Well, Clarence was In the mid-dIe, and could not get past 
the ·people without .inconvenience. So he stayed, un·til !by and !by When things 
began ·to get a little too lWarm for 'him, he got up-I rememiber it so weH­
and stepped' over the bac:k o.f the seats, and went out. Next ISunday he was 
not there; and· the next ISunday he was not there. ISO I called in the store 
one day a little while after ·that, and s-aiod, !IClarence, I 'have not seen you 
for a while." He said, "You need not think that yours :is the only church In 
town." "0," I saJ.-d, 'II d-o not thiruk any·thlng of the sort; but y.ou used to ibo 
one of my ·re-gular hearers; and ·1 am a little curiQus- to ·know why you left 
us." "Well, I will tell you if you want me to be ·frank. This ijs a pretty dull 
place in the 'Wi'nter time; and," he said, "there is a dance up here in the town 
hall every Saturday night; and I like to go to it." "Wihlllt has th-at g.ot to 
do with your coming to -church?" 'I enqu:i.red-. He said, "You do not believe 
in that :kind' -of thing." I said, "You never heard me say anyth'Ing about it." 
"WelI no," he sruid, "not in so many words, but you have a way of spea;king 
that ma;kes a fellow feel m-ighty. uncom·fortable, without saying anything aJbout 
it in so many 'Words. Now," 'he said, "I want to tell you :1 have gone there, 
and I have danced until two -or -three 'o'clock ISunday morning, and then' I 
have g_one -to some other chll'rch in this town and ha.ve felt .perfectly com­
forta·ble. And I' am .g,oing to the church that will_ just leave me alone." 

And there are many people in Toronto doing the same thing. This oid 
Bo·ok is up-to-date. Human nature is just the same: a religion that will leave 
him alone, that will require no change of hea·rt; nor c'hange -o-f :Ufe, is the 
religion the natural man wants.-
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. U. Secondly, Here Was A DISGUISE THAT WAS iREALLY A REVELATION. "I 
will ·disguise m~self. and enter into the !battle." !Most men assume a disguise 
when pursuing the f{)r.bidden thing. There ·are very few peo.ple 'Who will openly 
avow thel·r determination to set thei·r wills against God. -Did you ever 'hear a 
man say, "I ,know that that thing is wrong; [ know that it is contrary to the 
law p·f God; I know that I shall have to d·o 'battle with -God ·to get it; ,but I will 
have it somehow"? Men d·o not tal-k Uke that. They dIsguise themselves and 
enter into the ,battle. They c1l.sguise themselves, a.nd their sins; aI\d they 
attempt to justify the forbidden thing. They say. "Alltel' all it is not a bad 
thIng. Ramoth-gilead is ours. ,I ought to ha.ve It,-it is ·perfectly legitimate:­
and I will have It; ibut I will put on a disguise while !I get it." And' yet his 
disguise, I say, was a revelation. It showed that he was a worshipper of Baal .. 
It showed' that 'he ·did not kn()w God'; because if 'he had Iknown God, he would 
have sa.1d, "'It is of no use to 'attempt to dIsguise myself from Him." "All 
things are nalked and o,pened' unto the eyes of him with :whom we have to d·o." 
Had, he knOW\ll God !he would 'have said, ''Whither s'haH 'I go ~rom thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee .from thy presence?" He would have known that it was 
impossi'ble to hide his sin from 1G0d. And so the truth was, that the thing that 
was at the root of Ahab's difficulty was thIs: he had :no fear of God before his 
eyes. He was not afTaid· of God. "I will disg.uise myself, and enter into the 
battle." 

!But .I shall have to pass that by wIthout further ela;boratton, ,because before I 
close this evening iI ihave an:other duty to 'Perform'. We have considered the one 
character, AhaJb. 

Now, s1-de Iby sMe with that we have another character, Jehosha.phat, the ~ood 
king 0If Jude:h., Ibent upon the same !business. \And in him we may see A GOOD 
iMAN IN iBAD CoMPANY! Je'hoshallhat was a man who had great respect "for the 
Word of the Lord. [f you rea.d his story you will find that 'he honoured God's 
Word: ·he honoured the institutions of reUgion: he honoured' the altars of 
Jehovah: he ibroke d·o·wn the high .places that 'had 'been ·reared to Baal w.ithin 

, his own kingdom: he sought by every means in his .power, within the limits of 
his own ldngdom, to lead, his peo'ple to God. ~nd th.at 1"s a ofine thing. when you 
can say that of any man---4hat he had a ,profound respect .for the Wo'rd' of the 
Lord; that he Ustened to it; that. like David. 'he enqulrecl of the Lord. He never 
em'bar:ked IIlpon any ad·venture without first of ·all enquiring of ·the 'Lord, asking 
for the divine ·coun.sel, for the way of the d'ivlne pur.pose. 'He w:as a good .man; 
and· his name is hoonured :in the record of the Ikings of Judah. 

Then further, observe, that he was true and loyal to his convictions-now 
mark thls!-he was true ana loyal to his convictions within the realm in tohiah 
he was supreme: at. home, he was ,king: within. the lim=its' of the ·kingdom of 
Judah. Jehosha.phat's word was law; he made 'hIs own environment; he created 
his own atmosphere; he ,led 'his I1eople v-aliantly. He was a true iJIl'an of God 
in the 'Place where he was Iking. 

There are many ,people Hoke that. I 'have ,known men who were true in 
their own Ibusinesse~: w.ithln the Limits of their own office their word was 
su·preme; they had, the :power to .fashion their surroundings according to thel-r 
w.il1; and there was a distinctively Christian atmosphere fl!bout the whole busi­
'lesS. In their home, it was just !the .same-fam.J.ly worsb.i:p was oIbserved; God 
'Was honoured !lind exalted -before the children. Wi.thin the r·ealm where his 
supremacy was Teoognized •. Jehosha.phat was true to God: Ibut he toas a man of 
compr.omise in relation to his equals. Now marl( the ·difference! Do you sec 
the distinction r In· the :place where he had no d:iff,iculty in making his own' 
surroun·dlngs. creating his own atmosphere, ·d.etermlnin.g the ,course of the cur­
rents of life. Jehosha.phat was true; but. in the sphere of life where he found 
there was another will as strong as' Ms, another name as honourable as his, 
another man whose prestige was equal to ·his own; then' and, there he allowed 
clroumstances to mould :him. iMany a man is a hero In some situations, who 
is a coward in others. And when Jehosha.phat ·came into .the com'Pany of Ahab, 
·he could never say No. While in his heart desiriing to waJok in the w'ays of the 
Lord, 'he yet a.Howed Aha;b to ·dominate his U.fe. There are three instances 011 

record, in which 'this good man entered into partnership with evil men. The 
case :before 'Us: on another ·occaslon when he joined! 'affinity with Jehoram, king 
of' Israel, for the invasion of -Moa.b: and also !When he went Into partnership wit:h 
Ahaziah for the builMng of ships to go to Tarshish for gold. . . 

!Do you see .the a.ppHcafion of m'Y principle? He only is a st1'ong 1nan_ w~w 
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'makes h'is own at1noS1Jhere cvc1'y'whe1'c; or who carries his, atmosphere with "hinl. 
He only js IiL strong wan who <can 'be true to God when everybody else is unttue~ 
At home 'J'ellosllll,phat was wOllllerfuily' go'o(l: away frolll hOllle, you will tlna hill! 
just a follower '0.( Ahlllb, .who had sold h:imseir "to work w,ickellness in the sLg'UL 
of the ,Lord." ~,'ha:ve known a numUet· 0'[ .people who are as orthodox as'tile 
Apostle Paul ill their religious views when in company with orthodox people; 
and w'hen ·they get away into' the lallt1 of' Israel among the AhILbs, and among 
the ,pro-phets 'Of .Baal, somehow or another they ,become apologists 'for the false 
prophets and drHl' with .the .tide. 

Jehoshaphat did not ·do this', on this .particular occasi;oll, He insisted on 
hearing the Word of the Lord; ibut having heard the Word of the Lord, he was 
lIOt 'strong enough to say to Ahab, "No, I will do .God's will if tile heavens fall." , 
And when AhllJb said', "I will disguise myself, and enter into the !battle; ·but put 
thou on my 1'Olbes," it was Jehoshaphat·s opportunity. He ought to have saiel, 
"No sir, [ am not ,going. God has spoken; and 'I stand with ·God; If you want 
to go to ·the ,battle, you wiH have .~o go alone: I am: not ,g'Oillg with you." Can 
you do that? Having ta:ken one wrong step in even contemplating such a. \part· 
nership, on such an entel'\prise, have you the courage to refuse to take the 
secon,d step? 

What is the weakness of the Church to-day? Just this!-you may call me' a 
critic .if you Uke; it will not ,be the first U.me~hat .is the wea.kness of the 
modern church to-d'ay? That many a pulpit is doing the ,business of Tom Paine, 
and RO'bert Ingersoll, and Voltaire; and things are being .prelliched in ·the name 
o·f the Lord, on the il"ight hand a·nd on the left, that would 'have shocked any 
Christian congregation even a. generation ago. And there are men and women 
who sit in the pew and listen to it; not without inward ,protest, it is true, !but 
at least they stay there and continue in ·pa·rtnershiil with .A:haJb. 

A.Il!d: at the end of the day you find Jehosha.phat, notwithstandbig his pro­
test against the testim·ony of th'e pr()phets of Ba·a}; notwithstanding his 
request that he should ,hear a word from the Lord; you find Jehoshaphat tread.iny 
in the course which the prophets of BaaZ had outlined for hi1n, an(Z keeping step • 
'with A.Mb, battZing against Goa. 

I have come to the place where r wHl have no ·fellow.ship with bhe mall 
wh'O d'enies the Deity of my Lord, no matter ·who he is. [have come to the 
'place 'Where I will not take th hand of a man as 'a ;Christian teacher, :who 
denies :the inspiration and authomty of this Book, be he Baptist; iMethodist, 
or allYlbody else. The time has come .lior Jehoshaphat to say to .the Ahabs 

, ()f our day, "-1 rwill not ·go to the lbattl'El a'll o.bedien'Ce ·to 'bhe prophets of Baal." 
I d,o beHeve a time is coming w;hen God 'WiU ·call upon His people, .in the 
terms of the teachiu.g of the chapter [ read th~s evening, to "'come out ·from 
among -them, and be ye separate." I am not talking to Methodists, or Preslby­
terians, Oil" Anglican·s, or Baptists: there ds not one of us can thro:w stones 
at the other. ~ere are Ahabs everywhere: ,there 'a.re .prophets of Baal every­
where; but surely the day has 'dawned when .it is necessary for ,the Jehosha­
phats to hear the ,Word of the Lord, and say, ·".My old companions ·fare ye 
well. 'I have beeu. associated with you ·for twen,ty yea'rs, or twenty-five years, 
or a l't'fe-:time; !but if you go in -that d'irection, good Ibye sir, il am not gOing 
'With you another ·step. ['Will follow the Lamb 'W-hIthersoever -he goeth; Ibut 
r wHI not fallow the instructions of the prophets ·of iBaal." 

iBut somebody will say, "Ilif Jehoshapilat goes to the !battle, perhaps he 
-will help ·things out a little ,bit. And after all, if [ stay with thds sceptical 
company, perhaps iI 'can mould ·them to my lildn·g." ,A young lady went with 
some ·others to Ja/pan, to the ilnternationa-l ,Suu.day-s,c;hoO'l IConlVention. And 
when she .got !back 's'he told me a'bout 'What a "lovely tIme 'they had had cross­
ing the !Pa,'Cific lS-he said they ,met a lot of most agreea'ble people on Iboard. 
·She sa~d: mhey had a ·dance every night-and she was known, of cour·8e, as a 
delegate to the Sunday-school Convention. And she said to me, "Do you not 
~hinlk:, Mr. Shields, .that we can 'be too narrow?" Did you notice the lesson I 
read to you -to-night, where Paul said to the Corinthians, "iBe ye also enla.rged" 
-live the larger life. How? By lowering the standards? iNo! But ,by giving 
up ,and ·being separate, and shutting yourself IlIP to God. Well, that is narrow.ness! 
This lady said, "1])0 you not ,think we can win peop'le Iby going a little way with 
them?" Then she added, "On our -tri.p across on many occasions I joIned wtth the 
others in the eveni-ng dance. And one of the gentlemen on 'boar,d, who was not a 
mem'ber of any churCh, or 'a ,professing ;C'hr.istian, said, 'You 'know, Miss 

6 



so·and·so, I Uke ,the kind of religion you have." 'And she enquired, "·Don·t 
you thin'k, :Mr. oShields, 'we nl!ight win people 'in su:ch ways?" 'And '1 oSa'id, 
"Miss so-and·so, are you under the delusion ,that y·ou 'We.re winning that man 
to (lhrast? :Are you so ,blind ·that you .cannot see bhat he wa:S' 'WinDlin'g you, 
and that you lWere 'going in his way? You d~'d not '111ft hIm up ,to your ,standiar{i, 
he dr8i&Jged you down to 'his." . 

Did: J·ehoshaphat chan·goa the course of the Iba,.ttle \by !being' there? Not 
at all! Be offered a s'hield ·for .A!haJb; 'W·hen Aha:b sai{i "I wiH disgWse myself, 
and enter into the !battle; !but 'put thou on thy robes·... lAu'd' !When Jehoshaphat 
had· on all his royal roibes, tll-i,s .brave IAha'b 'crouched down ,behind ·him. ''!But 
the 'king of SyIiia comxqanded his thirty and .two ca.ptains that had ·rule over 
his chariots, saying, Fi~ht neither with liI'mall' nor gr.eat, save only with 
the king of 'lsraeoI." Ahwb knew that the d'arts would (be -aimed' at 'Ilhe man 

, in royal rO'bes'; therefore he ,s·aid to J'ehoshapha,t, "You put on your robes; 
and i "vBl disguis'e myself, and enter Into the ibattle." W'hat 'courtesy! W'hat 
comradeshilp ! 

And when you enter 1nto the !battle in the same ·enterprise in which AhaJb 
is ell'gaged you only give occas~on to the enemy to Iblaspheme, you give a 
c'hance for every sin·ner in the city to hide behind you. That ,is what they 
do when they find you at the dance, or at the card,table, or in any question· 
a.ble pIa·ce of amus·e.ment, or in any doulbtful !business undertaking: t-hey say, 
"lot cannot !be ,very 'bad !because Mr. so·and·so is th-ere; and he ,is a church 
meIDIber; and he is dOing the same thing as i[ am.'" Thu.s the ,A.haJbs justify 
themselves !by the ·pres·ence ·of Jehoshaphat. And in due course J-ehu :came 
to Jehoshaphat and saiil, .because he h'ad! joined affinity with Abab, "Shouldest 
thou help the 'Ungodly, and love them that hate the iLord? therefore is wrath 
upon thee f,rom 'before the Lord." . 

And the oSad part of it is, Jehos:haophat, good man as ,he 'Was, not only 
joined with !A:h-alb in this enterprise, !but his son-remem/ber!-'-'his son, "did 
evi:l !in the Sight of· the Lord." You wond'er sometimes how it is that the 
children of some peopde d·o not turn out well. [t is not always right ·to :hold 
the parentoS responsible-you must rememlber that David had· a son, :A!bs'alom 
-ib'I1t I ha.ve never 'known yet a man of compromise whos'e children pursued 
a st-ra·lght !Course. i[ have in my mind just now a man who is often in ·the 
pulblic eye, and stands ·out ,as a very :pillar of orthodoxy. i[ have known ·him 
for years; !but in the 'coun'ci'ls of his ibrebhren he in'Variably advd,ses com· 
promise, even where great prlnci-ples are at stlllke. [t Is not surprising that 
not one of. his ·chi1{iren 'has :be'come an outstanding leader for the Lord Jesu.s. 

My 'brethren, are. we goin-g to ibe true? [do not .know where many of 
you come ·from; but is it not time we as Christians, say, "We wi'll n'Ot follow 
tIre prophets of 'Baal: we wm have no Ifellowship. with the :un·fI'ultful worllis of 
dar·kness: we will not try to worsl1Lp 'God in ,Ilhe temple of Baal, because 
·ChI'ist hath no concord with 'Bel-ial!" iIt must Ibe one thing or the other. 
·S-haH we do that to·nig-ht? '0, if some ,Chri.stian here to·night will do that, 
it may ·be that the !blessing you have ·asked ,for will come: it may Ibe th'at 
the salvati-on you have ,been long>ing for, in some directions, would come to 
other hearts, if you yourself would say, "I will have no more association with 
Ahalb; Ibut f will ,put IChrist :first in -my Hfe, in everthilltg; and iI will follow 
Him!" Who ·knows that j.f Jehosha'phat had saii·d that, Ahab might have 
turned ,ba'Ck too; and it may 'be that if some llrofess.lu;g IChr-isti-an here to·night 
will .tu.rn :blllC'k Ifrom the ibattle, from a'll ·questlon·wble :pursuits and .be out 
and ·out for 'God, this very nilg-ht somebod·y eoise wHl follow. your .footsteps, 
and turn lWhole·h·eartedly to the 'Lord. 

IIIow -many' :Christians are there here to·n.l-ght 'Willa desire from this 
moment in the .sight of God to rely upon ·the power of the !Holy .Ghost at -all 
oosts'-to put Jesus 'first~ I do not know what that may ·mean. ([t may 
d1sturtb your 'church re'lati'onship,; it may distul'lb your famUy relations·hip; 
it may disturb your !business relationship; it may disturlb all your social 
relationships', outside your f.ami~y circle-it may mean nothing less til-an a 
revolution in your Ufe, .to put Christ first. But if you are willing to do that 
to·night, 'WOuld you li~e to say so? Would y-ou not }.ike to ,say, ''[ am wiUing 
to go wit-hout the Call1'p, 'bearin'g his repr-oach; 'I am willing to have .my name 
cast out as etv'il; II am wdHing, 'li'ke the man of the house, to :be called 
Beelzebulb; II am williDig to Ibe a fool .for ICh-rist's sake; [ a·m wi'lUng to Ibe 
anyth·ing or ·nothln·g, if onIy IGhrist may be m-agnilfied." WhO IWHi' put 'Bi,m 
fiTSt? 
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CHURCH NEWS. 

. The Bible Lecture. Owing to the Pastor's out-of-town engagements, there 
has been no Bible Lecture for five weeks. The 10th and last lecture of the 
series for. this season, ·which will continue the subject "The Gospel.in Samuel 
'-or David a Type of Christ," will be delivered Tuesday evening, April 24th. 
The complete series in printed form will then !be in the chur<;h office, and 
may be obtained by calling there, or by mail:-Jarvis St. Church Office, 130 
'Gerra'rd St. East. . 

Messages from the Pastor. During the. Pastor's absence, the same deep, 
spiritual tone has characterized fhe prayer-meeting~. Members and friends 
have had their hearts warmed each 'service by a telegraph message ,from .the 
Pastor. These messages have been filled with praise to God for His blessing 
upon' the work in New York. Many have ·been converted,. and scores of 
Christians have had their spiritual lives deepened, and have openly avowed 
th~t they wi"11 ,put Christ first in all things. Hallelujah! 

It is interesting to note how God brings into harmony all consecrated 
effort put forth in His name. A young girl was converted through the Open 
Air Work of this church; was baptized and came into membership, but almost 
:immediate.ly had to leave the city and go to a small town in New Ontario 
where there was nlo sound O'f the Gospel, and only one oeher Christian, since 
deceased. A ,few wee'ks after this young believer left us, publication of The 
Gospel Witness ,began. and she called in the neighbors, who together with. 
her own family, formed a congregation to whom she read the printed message 
week by week. As a result of thi,s eight persons have Ibeen converted and 
five baptized. The s'on of the deceased 'believer has since given a house to 
be ~sed as 'a Baptist Mission Hall, where under this young disciple's leader­
shi,p church 's.ervices, prayer-meetings,' and Sunday School are regularly held, 
the sermon each week 'being from The Witness. Our P.astor is their Pastor; 
and these people, who, with one exception, have never seeh Dr. Shields, love 
him and praIse God for his ministry. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 

T. T. SHIELDS, Pastor, 98 Winchester Street. Tel., North 8Z8. 
A. W. RECORD, Treasurer, 41 Victor Avenue. Tel., Ger. 5273. 
VIOLET STOAKLEY, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel., M. 5670. 
WILLIAM FRASER, Pastor's Secretary. 85 Homewood Ave. Phone N. 8047. 
C. LEONARD PENNEY, Director of Music, 36 Earlscourt Ave. Tel., Ken. 

7086W. 
W. J. HUTCHINSON, S. S. Superintendent, 295 George Street. Tel., M. 3321. 

Sunday. For the week beginning Sunday, April 22, 1923. 
10.~Prayer SerVice in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
lO.30-Monthly Communion Service. ' 
n.OO-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor .. 
7.00-Public Worship. Thc'Pastor wil111rcac'h. Baptism will be administcred, 

Tuesday, 7.45-Prayer, followed 'by thc tenth Biblc Lecture by thc 
Pastor, on "How to Study the Biblc.,,-uThe Gospel in Sam \leI." 

Wednesday-Juniol' Scrvice-7.15 . 
. Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock-Meeting fol' Prayer. 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament. St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00; 
Evangelistic Servicc, conducted hy Mr. VV. L. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 
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