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"And the -battle increased that day: howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself 
up in his chariot against the Syrians until the even: ancl, about the time of the 
sun going down he died."'-II Chronicles 18:34. -

THE King of Israel referred to here was Ahwb, of wh()m it is s'aid, "There 
was n()ne Uke unto .A:h8lb, which did s-elllhim6el-f to wor,k wickedness in the 
sight of 'the !Lord, whom Jezebel 'his wif-e sUrred u,p." 'Ahwb's whole career 

was one of open and tiagrant rlfuelli()n a'g8linst God. And there came a time when 
Jehos'!i:a.phat paid' him a visit. And Ahwb said unto his ser,vants, "Know ye that 
RaIll()th 'in GiIead is ours, and we obe still, and t8Jke it n()t ()ut of the hand of the 
king of !Syria? And he said unto Jehosha.phat, WUt thou go with me to Ibattle to 
Ramoth-g-ilead? And Jehoshap'hat said to the king -o,f Israel, I am as thou art, 
iny ;people as thy ,people, my horses as thy horses." However,-he counselled that 
inquiry should ibe made of the word 'O,f the ,Lord concerning tMs enter;prise wthich 
Ahab had in prospect. T'hen the king of Israel gathered -the ,prophets together, 

-about four hund'red men, and said un,to them, "'Shall I go up against Ramoth· 
'gilead to !battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, 'Go up; ,for the 1L0rd sh!!lF. 
deliver it into the .hand of the ,king." But Jehosa.phat was not satisfied; and he 
asked, "Is there n()t here a pro.phet of the Lord, 'besides, -that we may enquire of 
him?" T() which A:hab r,epJded-, "There is yet one man, iMicaia:h, the son of 
Imla. by -whom we may enquire of the Lord: -but I hate him, for he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil." But Jeh()s-haphat's counsel prevailed, 
and MicaiaJh was sent for. The messenger who carried the king's request inform­
ed him that already four 'hund-red pro.phets had ,promised the !king prosperity, -
and advised 'that hds word should be like the word ()f one ,Of t:he~. But !Micaiah 
said', "As the 'Lord' 'l'i-v>eth,-what the ;Lord saith unto m-e, that will ,I speak." And 
'when at" last \he came to Aha.b. and, AhoaJb propounded to him the S!lme questiop, 



he gave him the same athSwer: "Go, and p'rosper: for the Lord shall deliver H 
in to the hand' .of the ,king. And the king sadd unto him, How many times shall 
·1 :adjure thee that thou say notJhing !but that whdch is true in the name of the 
Lord?" .Yet he heard exactly the same message ifl',om Micaia:h as he 'heard from 
the four hun'il'red ,plhophets. He did 'not question the ,four hund,red p·rophets or 
the reUability of their testimony; but when Micaiah preached after the same 
fashion, he !began to think there must ,be sOmething wrong with IMicai-ah. Some 
opreaClhers can tell men that human nature does not need :redemption, !but only 
development; and they are applauded; 'but if some .other :preachers were to say 
the same t'h;i.ng, ;people would say, "What has changed bJiJs testimony?" Ww.y 
did .Aih:ab not receive the same word, in the same unquestioned fashion, from 
:Micaiah? Tihen, ·as now, it was the ,prophet's word which gave weLght to his 
testimony. The faithful prophet, thus ad~u.red, opened h-is mouth and delivered 
,the word which the Lord had I¢ven to Mm. He told how in a vision he had 
seen "the h'ost of heaven" .in the ,presence of the 'Lord; and ,the Lord had' asked, 
"Who shal~ iPersuade Ahab that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? . And 
one said on this manner, ,and another said on' that manner." And: there came 
forth a spirit and stood ,before the iLord, and· said~ II will 'persuad·e him, And the 
Lord said I\lnto him, Wherewith? An4 he said, I will go forth, 8Illd I will /be a 
lyling sPirdt in the m·out!h of all his ,prophets, ~nd he said, T~ou shalot perSl\lade 
him, and ;prevail also: go forth and do so;" ·for after all, that is what Ahab had 
been asking for. 

I reminded you this morning that "he gav~ them their request; but sent 
leanness 'into t~eir soul." And if men will not have the truth, Ibut' a lie, God 
will let them have what they want 'at last. "And for this ·cause God sha:ll send 
'them strong delusion, 'th'at they shou1d 'believe a 'Ide." Ahab had shut his heart 
all his liIfe against the truth; a:nd at last God permitted! him to have just what 
he had asked ,for-a lying spirit. 

Rememlber, my heaf'ers, you can sihut your heart aga:inst the gospel too l(mg: 
you can refuse to hear the truth until it shall lbe impossllble for you to /believe 
anything but a Jlie. Thus, at last, ·Micadah said, "I saw an Ilsrael scattered ·upon 
the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the Lord said, The6'e have no 
master: let ·them return every man to his house in peace." And Aha.b turned 
to Jehosaphat and said, "Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy good 

con~erning me, !but evil? t1 knew the 'kind of sermon we should hear If 'We 
went to hear that man ,preach. II .knew that he would run counter to all my 
,plans for to-morrow, and make it vlfty difficult for me ,to go lba.ck to ibusineS'll, 
and do the thing I planned to do. I told you he would 'not proophesy go,od con­
cernin.g me, but ev.il." 

"And t'he 'king o·f Israel said, Ta.ke IMlcaiah and carry him back . • '.' • 
and say, ThUs saith the king, ,put tMs fellow in the prison, and ,feed him with 
,bread of affliction and with water of affLictli.on, until '1 come in peace." And as 
they were leadin-g Micaiah away, he called after the ,king his qast message. He 
said, "If thou return at all in peace, the Lord 'hat!h not spoken- by me." .And 
wben he had disp",ose·d of the preacher, he said to Jehoshaphat, '11 will disguise 
mYS'elf, and enter the battle; but put thou ·on thy rolbes. And the king of Israel 
d.isguised himself, and: went into the /battle." iBut J~osha.phat soon discovered 
that he was the centre of interest on thefieId of ·battle. The king of iSyria had 
com·manded his captains that they "fight neither wl,th small nor ·great, save 
only w.J.th the ,king of Israel." And seeing Jehosha.p'hat In royal apparel, t}ley 
assumed 'he wa.s the. king; but when Jehosha,phat cried out, they forsook him; 
/but they did, 'Il~t find the kin-g. .Albedt, ",A. cerlaJIn man dnw a ibow at e. vent~, 
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aDd smote the ki~g of 'Israel lbetween the joints ot the harness: wherefote he 
said: unto the driver of his ·charLot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the 
host: for ,I am wounded. .And the ,battle increased that d6Y: how.beit the king 
of Israel stayed himself up in 'his chariot agllJinst the 'Syrdans until the even: 
and about the time of the sun going down 'he died." 

. 'That i.s a long story ,for an introduction: 'but I wanted you to have the 
historical setting of the text. Let me now speak to you 'of the Warrior, of the 
Battle, and of the SUDSet. 

I. Ji'irst of aIL, I wan't you to ANALYZE THE CHABACTEB oli' THIS MAN ARAB, 
WHO WAS SET 'Ul'ON HAVING WAR WITH GOD. 

And I !begin by saydng that the trouble with Ahab was that his heart ",as 
Wrong. The whole bias of his life was against the will of God. It was as 
natural of·or Ahab to do wrong, as it was ,for wa·ter to ·run ·down hill. "The carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it is not subj-ect to the law of God, neither 
indeed can .be." All lids amlbitions, aH his aspirations, all the plans 'he made-­
the whole ·bent o.f his life was in oppos~t1on to the wlll of Ood. Hence, whenever 
the word of God came to him, it came with threatening, with condemnation: 
and he was reluctant to hear it. 

And that is true of everyone of us! We are enemies in our minds: .bY wicked 
·wol"ks. You 'have only to ·study the life and: ch1l.1'acter of the youngest child; 
and you will, if you are per.fectly frank, Ibecome' a theologian of' the old school: 
at . least, you will sulbscrilbe ·to the doctrine of natural depravity. There is a 
disposition in everyone o·f us to go wrong. 1f you have been happy eno~ 
to discover a man, or woman, 'or 'boy, or girl, who is ·free from that tend-&ncy, 
whose li.fe does not illustrate that great truth, you are an exception to the 
universal rule. The truth is, it is natural for us every one to do wrong. 

. And yet A'hab seems to have been the victim 01 a besetting Bin. He was 
wea,ker in ooe :part of his nature ·than he was -in some other !PQrts. The evil 
that w·as within expressed itself more clearly and more strongly in one direc­
·tion than i·t did :in some others. If you study his character you wUl 'find that 
'he ",as a covetous man; 'he was always graspdng after that :which belonged to 
somebody else. He wanted Na'both's vineyard; and he resolved .to have i·t· even 
if he had to commit murder to get it .. And now he determines to possess him­
self of Ramoth.gilead. He was a successful man·. He had made up his mind to 
get things, and hitherto ·he 'had succeeded in the r68;lization of his amlbltions. 
He' added . land to land, field to field, territory to terr.ltory. Ahab was resolved 
t-o Ipush 'back the lbOund-aries of his kingdom, and -to possess more .and more of 
this world. 

I do not knQw w·hat your besetting sin may be. Sin expresses itself .in one 
direction i~ one man, and In another, in another. But every man 'and woman 
here this evendng ,knows that at ·one point his or her character is wea;ker than 
at any other point: and that a-t that very :point 'slil ~s stronger than at any 
other. He ·knows that what is a temqltation to other peo.ple is no temptation 
·to him; and ·the things which seem to have no power over many other.s, ·threaten 
to destroy him. We are all d.ifferent. Because you never get druil'k, do not 
speaik too harsb:ly of the' man who does: Ibecause you have a very mUd tong·ue, 
do not commit the .folly of su.pposing that you are 60 far superior to some man 
who sometimes offends wi~h h:ls lips. I do not ,know what it is, my friend; 
ibut there Is a .polnt in your Ufe, .if yeu are not a Christian, where 81·n is' en­
trenched. There is a point where the powers of 'hell have estil;bUshed .. them­
sel.yes: and that·is the JlOint where -God is gOing to fight his' last battle'wlth: 
you: that ds the point where destiny is to ;be determined: just 8:t that !(I&rticular 
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place, God Is goIng to decide at last who shall ·be Lord of your life. At that 
,point you will surrender or be destroyed. 

A:hab was' a 1nan toho was verv easily influencecZ. He was a weak character 
in sOme ,respects. He "sold himself to wOl'k wickedness in. the sIght of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up," Poor fellow! He is to tbe pitied! 
Some men said, ":Rerhaps Ahab would not 'be ha:l.:f so bad if 'it were not for 
Jezebel~" It is too .bad, is .it not, that some men have such wives! And equally 
regrettable is it, that some wives have such husbands! But is it really true 
that Jezebel found it easy to influence A'ha'b? Read his story. Jezebel 'was 
Hke most other wives-she was ·wonder.fully trhrewd. 'She first ·of all. dis· 
covered what Aha:b wanted to do; and then she told him to do it! But you 
will search the record in va.in to discover one single instance 'Where ."!ezebel 
influenced him against his own Will, The truth :is, it is easy to roll a stone 
,,"OW'll hill; it is easy to influence a moan in the direcUon of lids own desires; 
it is easy to accelerate the ,processes of degeneration, and 'hasten. a man's jour· 
ney to the !Pit. He is ,going there anyhow-that is the dIrection In which he 
is moving; and' that was the direction in which Jezebel influenced 'him. 

It may :be that there is somebody here who· thin'ks ,to justdfy his or her 
course in stead,f'astIy rejecting the offers of .the gospel on thoat ground. "Sir, 
I wish I had a Httle more .individuality; I wil5h I had a little more firmness of 
will; 'I wish I were not so easily influenced, for [ go ,to church and find myself 
po~sed of new desires; and I would lIke to go the upward ,path: then ,I go 
to business, or I go on the train, or I meet somebody in the hotel, and. I find 

. I am just carried away with the tide," Yes, !because that Is the way yo.u are 
going, my f.l"Iiend; and -that is the direction of your natural inclination, It 
wili not do to try to lay the res'PonSlibility upon others, Observe: Ahab was 
never eas;'ly tnfluenced against his own desires. Of all the ·char.acters whose 
history we have ,recorded in ·thls Boo·k, is there one more massive, more splen· 
d1d'ly proportdoned; or is there one who evidenced a stronger will, and a more 
forceful pensonalUy than Elij~h ,the Tishbite? And yet Ahalb could stand against 
Elijah }i·ke a rock: he could stand against Micalah, the son of ImIa, and be 

. 81bsolutely influenced: he could search all the dens and caves of the earth to 
find the 'prophets of the' Lord, to destroy them. Ahab spent 'his whole life seek· 
ing to silence every voice that dared to teU him the truth, If Ahab had had 
his way he would have, cut off the head of every pro.phet of Jehovah .. Ah8lb 
set hi~· 'heart upon living 'in a world where truth 'Would never dare to spea;k, 
He loved' a lie; he resolved to live 11. lie; and shut ev.ery avenue of his nature 
against the voice of God. His carnal mind was enmity agaJinst God, 

What the B~ble calls "sin" is 11. terri.bl'e thing, A man caUs u.p the d'octor, 
and he says, "I wish you \vould come over to see' my wife. She is not very 
well," "Anything serious?" the doctor asks,· "0 no, I do n'Ot think so. She Is 
just a Uttle dndlsposed"." And he comes. The family ,think there is nothin'g 
ser.iously wrong; !but when the -doctor examines the patient, he ,knows;. 'he is 
filled with alarm, And if he were to tell what he ,knows, he 'Would say, "I. have 
discovered something that has Ibafflecl mecl.fcal science through all the ages: 
I have discovered the advance agent of death; and all the wealth· of the W11rld, 
and all that human skill can do, .cannot indefinitely postpone the' coming of 
the last great conqueror. I hear bis foot·step, And this woman is set toward 
the grave!" He tells the hu'Sband that it Is serious; ·but. he dlsmdsses the 
dootor :for telling ;hIm the truth. He i,neists that the doctor does not know 
anything; and 'he caJliil another; 

.. 

I 
I 
\ 

~ 
i 
; 

I 
I 
'l 
) 

1 

I 
! , 

'·1 
I 

r 
r 



'i'huEt, people may play with this moral distemper and regard it as only a 
little human InfirIli:ity. I tell you that sin is a thing that has all the power o[ 
hell !behind It. "Sin, when it is <finished, 'bri,ngeth forth -death." Behold it 
W'OJ'lki-ng In AbeJb, strengthening Mm against aJ;1 the a.p,peals of God Himself, 
until he resolves U1)on spiritual suicide . 

. I'!, Now A WORD OR Two ABOUT THE BATTLE! What was the ,battle about? 
What was the cause -o·f the. war? AhaJb said', "Ramoth-gilead is ours. I will 
have·.it." And God said, "Y(}U shall not have it, Ahab." "'I will," said Ahab. And 
God said', "Thou shalt not." Jehosha:phat, will you help me assemble the hosts? 
We 'W',ill 1I:g!ht ·this· thing out." What are you going to do ·Aha.b? "I am going 
to cut Ii. path through the ISYJ'lian bost to ·the g1ate of ,Ramoth, and enter' as Ii. 

·conqueror." What 'Micaiah really said-'his mess·age Ibeing intefiJreted-was 
·this: "AhaJb, you may cut your way through .the Syrian host; 'but when you 
arrive at the ,gates of _Ramoth you will find Another with a dr·awn sword in 
His hand 'W'hom no man ever conquered; and you will fall !before Him. Now 
be wise, do not 'attempt the dmp(}8si·ble." "Woe unto him that striveth wlt'h hi~ 
lMaker. Let the ,potS'hero ·strive with the potsheros of ·the ea·rth. Shall the 
clay say .to him t'hat fashi'oneth it, What ma'kest th,ou? or thy wor:k, He 'baUi. 
no 'hands?" 

Well, inoy friend, God is inseparable ·from His la.w; and if you ana I. trans­
gress His law, we fight against Goa Himself. It may 'be in some grea:t trans­
action..--,it may Ibe in a matter df Ibusiness involving' milldons, that some man 
wlil fight God; wh·ile others will fIght out the battle over 'a five cent piece, _ 
petlia.ps. Jot makes no d'ifference w,here it is; for wherever a man puts himsel! 
in op.po!!titi(}n to the sovereign will of Omnipotence, 'he enter·s l1:Pon a course 
which wdll destroy him in the end. It may 'be that there is some man here 
this even:ing who is contem.plating a certain course of action; and all he sees 
is ,the Syriant!. It may 'be a matter ·of competitIon dn ,business; he thinks if 
he can gain the advantage of somebody-the Mng of iSyria, he 'has aU his plans 
laid'-i:! he gets that, he' will get Ms lRamoth. You wlll do nothing of the 
kind,.my friend, d.f God is In opposition to you: do not ma;ke 'any ml·stake about 
that. You may ouf-gener·al, or out.<fl.ght the ISyrians; but an the end of' the 
day y()u wUl have ,to fight it out wit'll God. 

Do you not ·see the princi,ple? 'Law is univenal: 'Go'd is one: there is no 
provinee of' His illdinitable domirui(}ns in which oBis la,,, is not operative; and 
should any man lift .b.is puny' finger against the law of God, 'sooner or later 
God will deal with him. God brings us into judgment. Ah8lb was wllI'ing to 
concede, I d'are say, many thin'gs ii! only he could have Ramoth-gilead. This 

. oovetous- desi,re. ,for of:he possession of that which Ibelon,ged to' somebody else­
that was luring him on all the Ume; 'and it was on that very 'point that the last 
great' confilct :was fought. 

The truth is, therefore, that, we have .not su·rrenaered. to Goa 1mtiZ we have 
surrenderea aJtogether. It. is Qf no' use .to surrender in one hundred particulars, 
anld then: to reserve one special .province of the IkJingdom of mansoul o·ver which 
we resolve to' ·relgn ourselves, and from whl'ch God is to 'be excluded'. The 
·battle will increase: ''The ,battle :increased that day." It will increase, it must 
increase! 0 n'o; GOd will never ·give up: there' wi.ll be rio surrender on His 
·part: He never has su,rrendered-iHe never will! The battle will end only with 
the capitulaUon of the rebel. 

AND WUAT ABOuT THE 'SUNSET? 0 how different vias the evening hour from 
th~ pl'IOJillse Of the morning! When AibaJb had assembled: Ms splendid' fighting 

. men',· wIth all their implements of' war; and when t() that .he added the ch·aril.ots 
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and horses of JehoahllJPhat; and when 'he had reviewed his army, .he sald, "I 
thln'k there is every iprospect of success. The king of Syria can not match 
my men." Therefore 'he resolved. "We will dispose of the ,preacher. We will 
get him out of -the way. We will silence the vodce that would discourage us'. 
We will ;put hiDi in prison, and .feed him with bread .of affliction and wdth: 
water Qf affliction, untn I return in ,peace." , He resolved to tllike every pre· 
caution. And to his ally, Jehoshaphat, he said, '.'Put on t:hy ·robes; and: 'I will 
d'isguise myself. This ,prGphet said that I s'hould come 'again in .peace: I will 
show him;" 1IIIld so he disguised hims·elf as though he were an ordinary captain 
of the host; and he entered into the battle. 

There was not one of all the Syrian captains, nor o.f all the soldiiers uDder 
them', who was SI'ble to identify. A'h~b. But remember! Ood had spdken; He 
had: said, "Ahs.b, i-f you go, you will never return. I will show you the end of 
the day from the begdnning: I sawall Israel scattered upon the mountains, 
as sheep that ihave no shepherd: and t'he Lord said, These have no master; 
let them ·return therefore every man to his h:ouse in· peace. You are fore­
warned. Now if you w:I11 go there can be but one resuU. Your ,blood !be II1pon 
your own heSld," But sMd Ahab, "I -do not ·believe it. I will disguise myself, 
and 'will g·o to 'battle." ·And he did; aud in ·the t:hick of the fight "a certain 
man drew a bow at a ventu·re." And as ;he ddd so, an unseen Hand, was laid 
upon ·the 'bow-string, and it was unerringly guided; and the !bow IIUIill' let it 
fly. And the 'king who was d·hlguised said to the dl'iver of his chariot, "Turn 
thine h'and, tb.at t'hou mayest caI'ry me Qut of the host; ,for I am wQunded'." 
He had found him out! There is no disgudse that can effectually hide a sinner 
from God. There is no way by which a man may lose himself in the battle 
against n·ghteousness. ",Be su·re your sin will find you out."· 

It may ,be that some here are doing the very thing that Ahab did-hilling 
beh'£na a servant 01 Goa who haa got into baa company," ,for Jehc>shs.phat made 
the mista.ke of his life when he "joined a.ifinity with A'halb;" and he had to 
suffer for it. JehQsh/liphat was a servant of the iLord; ,but he had no business 
to !be fighting in t:he same battle. And sometimes i,t is true that profesSing 
qhristians go into the ,battle side by side with Aha.b, wit:h all their r()lbes on; 
and Ahaob--'brave man that he is-loves to hdde !behind -the Jehosha.phats! 

A man· says, ".0 well, I may be a bit 'of a sinner; but I am no bigger 
sinner than lot:s of y,our chureh members; for they al'6 doing the same things 
that 1 am doing. 'I have one in partnership' wilih me; and! he knows the busi­
ness we are doing." Yes, alas! saas! Jehosha.phat and Ahab are fighting in 
the same battle; and' they resolved upon the possessdon of the 'same prize! 
"Why tal~ to me? Why do you not talk to Jehosha.phat?" Tha.t did !D.ot 
save Aih8lb. God wlH reckon with Jehos'haphat; and God will reckon 
with every man whQ is "unequally yoked together w:Ith unbelievers." r.rihey 
must answer for ·themselves. He will deal with Jehoshaphat for iPuttin·g on 
hds robes, and entering into the battle. But meantime, we are talki'ng aJbout 
Ahab .. 'Let me remind you no one -can 'be justified by another's ·sins, but 'only 
by Another's righteousness·. The bow drawn at a V'enture will find! the jOint 
in the armour of every soul fighting agai.nst God irrespective of his companion-
ships. Ma:ke no mistake abol;lt -that! . 

And then ,A,hab said, "Turn thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out 
of the host." 1 spoke to you a few Sund'ay evoenings ago about JDsau wh'o 
"found no place of repenta;nce·, though he sought it carefulLy with tears." 

. Ahab began to r.epent; and yet he "stayed' 'himself up in hi& charlot against 
the Syrians." He said, "I wiJI S'ee chis thing through. 1 said, I would· ,have 
Ramoth-gilead, and Ramoth·gilead 1 will have." And S'O he propped himself 
liP, whHe the blood was 'streaming from his gaping w:ounds, until the .evf;lll;ing. 

I saw a man d·o that once. He was a miser. 'I do net know that he· had 
very much money-perhaps a few thous'and dotl:ars-but he had lived the 
life 'of a mlaer. He had been cruel to his wife; andi even more cruel te' hIs 
child·ren. His wife, when 1 knew him, was dead,; and 'his children, all 'but 
one fB:ithf1l!1 d:aughter, had· !been driven from him. He lived' in a house u'Pon 
whos'e 1I.00rs th~re· were no carpets: there was no -comfort 'within a.t ·all. It 
was just a place to keep off the rain. And he was also. making money-just 
lilte ,A,hab. He was, a shrewd! man; and he was 'piling up his money. At last 
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he was taken 11:1' and this faithful daughter, who was a Christian girl, who 
in spite of all hi~ unkindnes's had rema·ined at her ·father's side, asked m·e to 
go and see him' and I went to see him in that cheerless home: a prison-cell 
might ·be more ~omfortaJble than the room in which 'he lay. He was very ill; 
and he thought he was going to die. He did die,-in fact, it was his d·eath­
·bed. He believed· it to be so. I ta~ked to him about Christ; and: he was full 
of anxiety for tIle future, deeply concerned. He wanted to know the way of 
life, for he was terrified at the prospect of death. 

1. visited Mm again and again; and the daughter sent a telegram to one 
of her brothers who. was not s'o v-ery far away. He came home: a fine young 
fellow he was~a man who seemed almost to despise his father's property. 
He dId not want any of it, 'I am ·sure of ·that. Just. at the head of the b!l'll 
where 1 sa.t ta.1llting to the father, whQ was 'hard of 'hearing, there was a door 
opening into another room. The s'on opened ·that door, and· said· to me in a 
whisper, "Make sure, Mr. 'Shields, that he is sincere. Ask him what he would 
do with his property if Ood' should' stl·are his lUe." So presently I .turnedi to 
him, and said, "Mr. iSo-and-so, the doctor says you are going to die; and· it 
looks as though yeu were. But s'ometimes, you lmow, people do not die when 
they are expected to. And it is barely pos!?libl'e that God: may spare your life­
and what if He did!?" A moment before he had' 'been speaking as thoug.h he 
were d.eeply contrite, and profountHy penitent. I said. to him; "What if God 
should restore you? What about the past, Mr. So-and-so? What about the 
property you have IIJOcumula:ted? You have bound, it to' yourself; and you 
have shared it with no other, not even with your wif.e and children. Would 
you continue iIi that course if God: should s·pare you? And wIth his remaining 
I3Itrength he pl'opped' himself up and .began to swear; fire .flashe.d~ from hill' eye; 
he cur,sed his daughter-the flliithful gid who had sacrificed· the best years of 
her life for him; he cursed the !?Ion; he cursedl everybody; aD!d seemed as 
though he were possessed with a legIon of devils. :And in a paroxysm of 
anger, at lam he fe},l back on his pilloW. I could' do nothin'g with him; and 
even then I remember I ·thought of this story. "The king of Israel stayed 
himS'elf up in his chariot against the .syrians untn the even,"-proppin·g him­
self up that he might breathe his last ·breath in defiance against ,God! Sin 
drives men mad·! It bllnd's them so that they drive right on over the preCipice 
to destru.ction. 

"And a'bout the time of the sun going down he died." And they took his 
chariot d,own to the pOol of Samaria; and! they wlliSihed the royal blood from 
the floor of ·the char.iot. And as they did so '''doglS licked up his blood; and 
they washed his armour, according unto the word of the Lord which' he 
spa.ke." 

Thus when the sun went down, ·God had His· .way! He always has His 
way! God' was victorious; His' Word was fulfilled. 'Ahab had gone down to 
defeat in a battle against Omnipotence. , EV'ery man doe~every woman d!oes; 
and the· only wisd'Ow is to turn away from it all and surrend·er to the Lord 
Jesus Ohrist. 

Until we were singing the last verSe of that hymn, I expected to speak 
to you on something else. May I remind you .bellore I close that Ahab was 
terribly deluded. W·hen he fought against God, Whom he ought to have loved, 
he rebelled! against ,One Whom it ought to have been his joy to serve. And 
if you would know what God is, what God is Uka-you must see Him in the 
face of Jesu.s Christ: 'The little children came to Him, and He gathered' them 
up in His arms' and blessed them: the sick people :came, and He gent.ly laid 
His gracious hand upon them and mad'e them w·hole: the t·roubled eame, and 
gracious words tlroceeded! 'out of His' mouth. He ever "went about doing 
good." An'd at lafllt, 'because thel'e was no other way, because He saw.what 
our sin was doing,'H;.e Himself took our place, and went to the ·cross, and bore 
our sins in His' own body on: the tree. He died' olir' d'eath for u.s that we 
through simple faith in Him might have everlasting life. 

o that the Bpirit' of' God may 'make us wise, this evening unto salvation' 
to chO'Os-8 Ufe. rather than d'eath; Christ rather than Barabba~' heaven rathe; 
than hell! '~e that !believeth on hIm is not condemned: but h~ that ibeHeveth 
not is condem~ed' already." May God save you ~very onef 
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CHURCH NEWS. 

The followi.ng telegram has ·been received from Dr. Stratton of Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York, with whom our Pastor is associated at the present 
time in a ten days' evangelistic milSsion: "Great beginning yesterday; crowds 
large; deep e~rnestn·ess among Christians; mighty outpouri'ng of Holy Spirit; 
evening serv~ce (Sunday) fifteen professions; many re-consecrations; all indi­
cations point to a real scriptural revival. Join us in 2nd Chronicle·s 7: 14. 
Our prayers go up for work there; memori,cs of my joyful season of service 
with you revived 'by presence of your ,beloved Pastor, and his helpful ministry 
here." 

During the Pastor's absence we venture to copy the following arti'cle from 
THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER, a weekly Denominational pa:per edited by 
Dr. Curtis Lee Laws, New York: "Dr. T. T. Shields, Pa;tor of Jarvis St. 
Church, Toronto, ,Canada, whose picture aoppears on our front page, will assist 
Dr. John Roach Stratton, of Calvary Church, in a series of evang,elistic meet­
ings, Ibeginning April 8 and closing April 22. Dr. Shields is widely known as 
a !brilliant prea·cher and a faithful expositor of God's Word. Recently Dr. 
George' W. Truett, of Dall3>s, Texas, himself a preacher o·f extraordinary 
ability, declared to the editor of this paper that in his opinion there are few 
men in the English-speaking world who are the equal of Dr. Shields as a 
preacher. Dr. Tr:uett was associated with Dr. Shields in Young Men's Chris­
tian Association work at the battle fronts in Europe during the war. This 
series of ·evangelistic meetings at Calvary church will afford the Baptists of 
New York and vicinity an opportunity of hearing this distinguished Canadian 
minister. Our readers everywhere are asked to ''Pray God's 'blessing upon this 
effort in the midst of the great metropolis to win lost men to Chr·ist." 

The April, Open Meeting of the Women's Home Mi!>sion Board will be 
held on April 19 in the Su,nday School Hall of Walmer Road Church. It is 
Young Women's night! Supper wm be served free to all at 6.00 p.m. The 

.programme will consist of a Confer.ence on Young Women's work, addresses 
by good speakers, new lantern slides of our Western Work and an Interces-
sion hour. All women of the Mission Circles are expected. All members of 
Young Women's Circles and all memhers of the older organized Bible Cla:sses 
will be warmly welcomed. . 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 
T. T. SHIELDS, Pastor, 98 Winchester Street. TeJ., North 8Z8. 
A. W. RECORD, Treasurer, 41 Victor Avenue. Tel., Ger. 5273. 
VIOLET STOAKLEY, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel., M. 5670. 
WILLIAM FRASER, Pastor's Secretary, 65 Homewood Ave. Phone N. 1047. 
C. LEONARD PENNEY, Director of Music, 36 Ear1scourt Ave. Tel., Ken. 

7086W. 
W. J. HUTCHINSON, S. S. Superintendent, 295 George Street. Tel., M. 3321. 

IJ~ QtlpttrlJ Qtalmbar 
Sunday. For the week 'beginning Sunday, April 15th, 1923. 
lO.OO-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10.3.O-Communion Service. 
11.00-Public Worship. Rev. T. T. Shields will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. Rev. T. T. Shields will pr,each. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday-8.00-Prayer Service. 
Wednesday-Junior Mid-Week Service-7.15. 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00; 
Evangelisti.c Service. con"ducted by Mr. W. L. McKay, 7.00. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 
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