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"Then they said One to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold Ollr peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mis­
chief will come upon us: 110W' therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's 
household."-II. Kings 7: 9. . 

T
HlI'S text is part of the story of IsraePs many 'Wars. On this occasion the 
Syrians were othe'ir adver.sarics, and f'llr many weary monoths Samaria had 
been straitly shut '\lIP, none went out, and none ·came in. lIt was completely 

· besieged by a vastly superior foe, and iSamaria had 'been reduce(l to a. condition 
of starvatIon. The people were dying and had ibeen brought to surch d!ire 

· straits t11rut they ID.ad ac'tually resorted to callnilbali&m; and the kring on hearing 
uf this had ,announced' his intention to truke !Elisha's head. When anything 
went w.rong "in tha;t ancient time .it. Was always the ,fault of the opro.phet; 11obody 
else had any responsilbHity for it; ·it was always the 'fault of the man of God 
who ibrought to the !people ,the dtv·ine admonition .to turn away from their sins! 
But on hearing of this· EHsha' uttered a great <prop'hesy: "Thus saith the Lord, 
To-morrow robout this ti-me shaH a measure of ·fine flour 'be sold' f{)r a she'kel, 
and tW{) measures of ibarley for a shekel, in the gate of ,SlIImarri'a." Thert! was 

· neither flour nor !barley 'to 'be .found within the 'W·allls o'f the city, and yet 
the ;pro.phet promised' tha,t ·there should 'be an aJbundanice of food on the· 

· morrow. ''IFor rtbe Lord had made 'the host of the SY'rians to rhear a nO-ise of 
·ohar.io~, and a noise of horses, even tile noise of a .great 'host: and they said 
one to another, Lo, the 'king of Israel 'hath hi·red against us the 1dngs of the 

· Hittites, and, the kings ·of the Egyptdans, to 'come upon us." And: without 
wai'ting for further inquiry the ISyrians took to their heels; they left 'Ilhei·r 
tents, and' thei·r horses, and their asses, w11h ·all their commdlilsa.riat de­
partmen't, all the rprovisdons that ID.ad >been laid up for a great army, with 
a:1l ·the wealrtrh which· they carried wi~h them to ·the ibattle,-they left it all 



behind, and -threw away their garments that they might be the lighter, and 
be alble to make the 'better ·speed. 

But the people of :Samaria knew nothIng at all a1bou't :it: they still imagined 
that ·the hosts of 'Syr!a lWere round ·aJbout them. !But "there were ,four ~eprous 
men at the entering in of t'he .gate: and bhey said one to another, Why sit we 
here until 'we die? If we say, We 'WiN enter into the City, then the 'famine is 
in the oity, and 'We shall die there: and.if we sU still here, 'We dIe also. .Now 
therefore come, and let us fall ·unto 'bhe host of 'the 'Syrians: i'f they SaNe us 
aolive, we ehall Jive; and if they kill us, we 'shall,but d·ie." They were possessed 
,of the spirit of that bymn, 

"I can but perish. if 1 go, 
1 am resolved to try; 

For 1;f I stay away, 1 know 
,I must ·for ever die." 

Thus, they turned theIr ,faces towa·rd the :camp 'oil the ISyrians, and on aorroival 
there they found tb,e place was ,deserted, the tents of the offi'cers' and the men 
were there, there was an abundance of provisions' and of 'gTeat wealth; they 
had· the whole 'camp of a great army, with !plenty of food and raiment, every­
thing to satisfy their desire, all to themselves~ They !begJaJ;l to enjoy it, ,but 
they said among .themselves, "It is too 'bad ;for us to .keep this all to our­
selves. We do not well: this' d'ay :i.s a day of ·good !tidings, and 'We hold' our 
peace. Yonder is Samaria with ilts many thousands of starVoill'g men, anel 
women, 'and ohildren, the .king himself within: if we tarry till the morning 
light, some mis-cMef wlU <come \lIp·on us: now there~re come, that we may go 
and tell ,bhe 'king's household." And they went as messengers of a 'l'eal gaspel 
to tell the news to the 'beleaguered cLty that there ,was plenty 0If food, and 
tha.t the enemy had ,been ,utterly routed . 

. 1N0w, that is the story ·of the text, and ,I want ito use -it this morning to 
iUustrate the duty of everyone to wb'om the gospel has proved ,the power 
of God unto salvatdon. 

[. FirSt of all, then Wl~, .Too, HAVE 'BEEN BROUGHT .By DIVINE GRACE To A 
DAY OF GooD TIDINGS; and those 'Of us 'who know the Lord have a seCl~et for 
which a hungry world is l()nging, ·and w'e do ll()t well .j.f ln vdew of our ful,ler 
knowled'ge we hold' our peace: 

W,hat then was the .truth which ·had dawned upon these leprous .men, 
of 'whilCll the 'People of S'amaria were stilll in ignorance? In the dirst ,place, 
they had, disco1Jer~d that a loe which J,~rael greatly leal"ce' hacl .beel~ d,ispe1:sed; 

. thlllt the !battle which they fea·red they W'ouhl 'never Ibe a'ble suecesstlully 'to 
fight had a1ready .been foug\llt in -their 'behaJlf; ·that ·the foe which surrounded 
them and· threo,tened them 'W.ith death ,had Teally 'been put to r:out by the 
power of God \Himself; :and that, -wherea,s .the -doors ·of 'Samaoria wQre Ibolted 

. and !barred to ,keep the enemy out; they had rut that moment, althou~h they 
did not know it, the fullest possLble Uberty to wa!lk abroad. 

The pIctJIre of Samaria, my 'friend, is the IpIcture ()if every human soul 
in .its natu'ral state; ,for though we ,boast so much of our democraiUc priVileges, 
thoUgh we are so fond of ins'isting that we are our own master, there is 11'0 

man who is not 'conscIous of I/l. very clearly defined· limitation round albout 
hi-m; he ean .go only so ,far, and that is 'not very 'f.a.r; ·his eoul is held In 
bondage in spite of ,his boast that he ·is a free man. T.here is not 'One of us 
here this morIling, whether we l!o,ve ~een converted·, or are still in a st;a.te 
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of natur~there is not one of us who is n·ot 'conscious that just 'out there 
round 8Jbout us th~re are for·ces superior to ourselves. We may not gi·ve them a . 
n8;me; we may not have a very ·clearly defined.eonc~ion of whence they come 
and what their ruB 'Purpose 'respecting us ·may Ibe; 'but there is n'Ot one of 
UJS who h·as not had to cry as one ·g·reat master of old ·cried, ";When I :would 
do 'good'-wllen I say I ·wli.l[ open ·the door, II wHl push it !back, I wiil step 
fOr.tll into Iful'l Ifreed·oID', 'and 'I will realize within mysel-f the .pur:pose 'O·f my 
creation;-1or God said, 'Let us ma,ke m'an In our own image, iIlfter our 
li,keness,' and: 'I will rise to the height of my IPrivirrege as one who was made 
to wear '11, crown and sway a sceptre: .~ was mad'e to Ibe 'kIng, and I w.ill be 
a king .but-'When I :would ·d'O goc:xI,. evil iJS 'present w'ith me." The soul ·-is 
besieged; he cannot move aJbroau 'as he desires. "0 w.retched man that I am! 
who shan derriver me from the 'body 'Of this death?" Who shall 'br~ak ,through 
the Syrian host? WllH> shall give me the .mastery of 'these prineilpalities', 
und powers, and r.ulers of the darkness of th.is world, and spiritual w;ilcked· 
ness. in h-igh pl-a:ces7-

"LoQlk: how 'We grovel here :bell·ow, 
iFond of these earthly toys; 

Our souls can neither fly nor go, 
To re'ach -immortal joys." 

We are held in 'bondage; we are '11, ,besieged -City: "A strong man armed 
keepeth his .palace." ,I appeal this. morning -to your. ex.per,ience; and· there is 
not a man Q1r woman here whoo does not !know that what I say is ·true. I 
want to tal'k -to ·you ,personally; I wish I co~ld sit ·down :witJ1'~verY' 'One Qf 
you and S8;y, "Come now, 'be honest, are ,you the m'an you want to /be? are 
you the 'WOIDall you th·ink God planned you to be? Do you live the 'large 
and lux,urlous life of .the Spirit that the soul ·within you .longs· for? Gome tell 
me! Nay, rwtller, answer to God!" II know your .answer, it .is this: "·No." 
Why? And you can .only answer, "-Can't you. see them?---1lhe ,SY'rian hosts 
round .albout." 

!But many =of 'us also can say, "This is a day 'of good tidings;" ,for there 
is One Who took athe handwriting of ordinances that was against you and 
nai'led i,t to iHis cross; He spoiled iprinciipalities and ;powers, 'and made a 
show,of them OIPel!Jly: "TIle Lord had made 1:Ihe host of ·the 'Syrians to hear 
a noise." IOh, there are many ··arrows .in IRis quiver; (His armou·ry> is ;ful)l 
of weapons, of 'War, Uke the 'tower 0'( David where :hung a thousand ibucklers, 
all shields of 'mig:hty men. Our God can d,isperse .the ·enemy.· And some of 
tiS while adma'ttinog that we -were once Ibesieged, ·hp.ve to say, "I wilal not 'be 
afraid of ten thousands oo! ipeople, that have set themselves rugainst me round 
IIJbout . . . for -thou hast smitten alll mine enemies ulPon .the ·cheek. bone; 
thou h'ast !broken the teeth ot the ungod.ly. 'ISalv·ation /belonogetJ:1 unto the 
Lord: thy !blessing is u·pon thy apeople." There 8;re many of ous ·here this morning 
who .have eXiPer.ienced just what these leprous 'men had; we have, discovered 
that the .power of evIl is Ibroken, tha.t iprin'CI-pallties and ipowers are d·is· 
possessed and: dil:rpersed, th8;t the strong man a.rmed -has fonnd- his match In 
One Who :is stron:ger than he. Do you know it my /brother? Have Y'O-U 'been 
a;ble to cry, "Thanks be to God, which ·giveth us' the vi'ctory through our Lorcl 

. Jesus Ohrdst;" "T>hanks he unto. Goil, ~hich alwaYis ,cllill!!eth us to tr.iu-IDiph 
in Ohrist;" "I can cl·o all thlngs thr.ough ·Oil·rist whdch .strengtheneth me"? 
The cleliverance fur wMch every Sill-bQund' soul -is .'longlng is possi'ble to all, 



as many here this- morning .'have ex·perienced. "This day 1.s a day of good 
tidlings;" and lif you know that, you do 110t well to ·hold your peace. 

Another element in the good tidIngs was this: not onny 'was the enemy 
dispersed, ,bu,t an abundance 0110011, was provided. There was enough in the 
camp of Syria -to maJke fine flour chewp 1.n Samaria. -There was ",bread enough, 
and to spare." And these men said among ·themsel·ves as they went throug:h 
the rCam~, "We shall not Hve long enoug:h to eat all this. It -is a day of good 
tidings, and: yonder is -a whole cl,ty ,hunger.ing /for the very thing that 'We 
see spread' 'Out in -albundance before .us." Are there any hungry people? Yes; 
there are many peOlP'le who a·re hungry and do not 'know it. Was it yesterday, 
or the day before, II ·passed one of the great theatres. down -town In ,the middle 
of the day, and· the street was throDiged with lPeople coming out. .I 'Yondered 
how they ·foound leisure tOT that kind of thIn'g. ,I do not go to the theatre, 
but ![ am faced· In spite of mysel'! wIth their advertisements in ·the daily 
·papers. T·hey were eating strange things In IS'amaria; they do eat stTange 
things in the days of fam·ine, you know. - When ParIs was shut up in the 
Franco-Prussian war, rlllts were an expensi·ve luxury. We should' DlOt relish 
that; hut ollUng:ry 'People will eat almost anythIng. ;Sama'l'1a must have 'been 
in sore straits when an ass's head. 'Was esteemed a delicacy. And If you look 
at the newSlPapers whi-ch adrvertise the mental pa.bu~um upon which some 
people are seeking to nour:ish their souls, you will conclude that 'the human 
soul mU6t !be in a sta.te of siege, and reduced to a quaUty of fare not much 
superior to that of Samarla. A soul made in God's ima·ge and Ukeness must 
be in a terrllble condUIon when i,t feed-s upon such offal as is now provided 
fqr the amusement of the lPeople. If there are any. here th:is morning who 
are in the habit o.f attenddng those places you -kno.w what ,I say is true. Do 
not be offended; do not say It _out loudl: I am not aSking for any ilmmiUatIng 
oral confession; I am as-king Y'O'U to -confess ,to your conscience that 'When 
an immortal soul has nothing ,better than that to feed upon, dot is hungry 
.Indeed. And when you come away you are not satisfled. Nor Is the man 
who madly concentrates all his energies upon the 'getting of th·is 'World's 
goods. We must have food and raiment, -houses to live in: there is a placc_ 
>for the cODlSid:eration of these matters; Ibut when you see that wMoh char· 
acterizes our d-ay, and which has chara-cterized every other day,-men and 
women madly grasping after the things that ICallnot ~ast, trydng to ·feed the 
soul UPOIl teDllPOralioties, try!lng to nourish the spirl,t upon the things of the 

_ mater.ial world, spending thel·r money fOT that whioh is not Ibread, and their 
laJbollr f'Or that whIch sa.Jtlefletli not, try:ing to satisfy ·the soul without Go<l, 
you can only 'COnclude that the- soul is Ibesleged iby the enemy and reduced to 
Bpi'ritual starvation. 

During ·the war German.y did -Dot allow her enemy to know that she was 
hungry. She tried to -create the impression that she ·had' -plenty to eat, amf 
could hold out indefinitely. Meantime, they were starving. And 8'0 many a 
man wm not ·golve In; he covers it 'UP; he tries to ·persuade himself and others 
that t.hIs world Is satisfying a hungry soul; :but he !knows !better. Haven't 
we -all Ibeen there? Don't you 'know about it, you who are Christians? Do 
we n'ot s.ing, 

"I tried_ the Maken cisterns, Lord, 
!But, ab, the wateN failed; 

E'en as I st~ed to drink, ,they'd fled, 
And' moCked me as 1 wai1ed." 

t 



We had more joy in our prayer-meeting last nig'ht, wJ.thout any admixlu're of 
regret,-pure unad.uIterated joy, than you could fiud in all ,the thea_tres amI 
pla:ces of amusement in this -City, or in -the whole wide world. You cannot be 
satisfied with the fare of a ,beeieged city, but "this day is a ·day of -good tidIngs." 
W.e have ddscovered-, or there has 'been revealed to us a secret whkh the 
whole 'Wor.ld ought to 'know, and 'we do not well t'O hold our ipeace; we do 
not well to :be content, like the 'Prodigal's ibrother, to sit alone at the .fa,ther's 
table when there is ''!bread enough and to spare" .for those who are without. 

T.here :is an-ocher word: not only was there deliveranee and an 8Jbundanc:e 
of food; Ibut t1~e1'e was Of'eat wcaUh in the ca1np 01 81J1ia,-ri-ches' -untold, gar· 
ments of :bea:uty, jewels oJ: gold ·and of silver; and when these !poor leprous men 
sawall these fine .treasll·res, they said', "These were not d'esigned .for us; lWe -can· 
not 'Wear t'hem all; there is en'Ough here to ma:ke all ISa.niarda ri-c.'h. Let us go 
and tell the iking's ·household." The reldgion of the Lord! Jesus Christ was 
not designed to -IDa,ke us POOl'; it was not desirgned to ·take anything of real 

_ value from us: It was desi.gned to -malke i.t ipossilble for us to li've in luxury. 
There Is a great truth 'in that simple ·hymn 'WIhiierh we sometimes sing: 

",My Father Is rich in houses and lands, 
He holdeth the wealth of ·the world in -His hands; 

Of rubies, and diamond.'s, and silver, and gold; 
His coffers are full: He has r-i'ches untold." 

-We 'are not saved trhat we mi-ght walk aJbout 'in ragged garmen'ts. It is 
not the wi:Il of ou-r glorious King that we should 'be arrayed in sa:ok'Cloth and 

. ashes, that we shou]'d wear 'home~un: "He hath clothed me with the gar· 
~ments of salvation, he .hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a brid-egroom decketh ,himselt with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her· 
self with ·her jewels." Is not Jerusalem exhorted to awa·ke and iput on her 
:beautiful ·ga.nnents? It is a lu~urjous experIence to 'be a Christi-an. Every 
day the Beloved of our souls sends to us some special love-rtoken; every day 
there are dadnties ,from the King's table. No, I can ·put dt in a 'better way 
than that: "He brought me t'O the 'banquetin,g house, and his !banner over 
me was love." ,Do you know it 8JS a -Christian? 'I know ,there a're some 'PeolIlle 
who are called 'Ohri6ti·ans who live on somethIng less than sod'a biscuits, 
who ·have ·half·starved existences', who live 011 t,he h'11s'ks. I believe -there are 
a great many :people called 'Christians, waJo are church members, w-ho have' 
ncver got !beyond that cry of the prodigal,-very -commendalble as If·ar as it 
goes: "Father, I have- s'lnned: against heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to !be called· thy son: ma.ke -me 'as one 0'( thy hi·red servants." 
He said, "How many hired servants of .my father'.s have !bread enough and 
to epare!" He said, "If .1 cou;ld only get back ·there into the servants' quar· 
ters, so that I mi-ght get a little Iblt of the surplus of my .father's house 010 
save me 'from stal'y.ation, instead' of feeding uvon the hus'k.s whi<:h the swine 
eat, I should' 'be content." And trhere a·re some <peo-ple w-ho have never got 
beyoruJ, that; ·they: are w,IUing to be hired servants,.in the !Father'!! house; or, 
like the woman who came to Jesus, and' to whom, to -test the sincerity of 
her- faith, Ifor she was· a .syrop·henician woman, He said, '''Let the chi'ldren 
first !be .fiLled: for 'it is not meet to take the children'S ibread, and- to cast 
it unto the dogs. And she answered; and said unto \him, Yes, Lord: yet 
the -d'ogS under the table eat of the children's ·crumlbs.-Iof you will .just give 
me a erumlb I s'haH Ibe satisfied .. " 'It was only to test her, Ibecause our glorious 
-Saviour said, "Great is thy .faith. I never 'feed anyibody on crumlbs. He that 
cometh ·to IMe receives all the 'fu,lness of the Father's house." 

Why are you living on crumbs? There -is wealth in ChTlst Jesus: "Thanks 
'be u~to God. for ·his unspeakaJble gi.ft." I r.ead' -of "the unseareha!ble riches"; 
there ds inealculalble, ·inestim.a'ble, rincoIlllPar8lble, .irufinite 'WeaJth in Christ 
awaiting the -command of faith. Do you know tha.rt? "0 yes," somebody 
says, · .. ·1 !know that; I have seen someth.in-g ul the _wealth of ·my Father's 
house." Have you told 'anybody about it? - Are you telUng anybody a'bout it? 
We do not 'Well to hold OUT peace. -. . . _-

There was another thing; and I am always interested .in the contrast as 
weH as the COIDlJpa·rison. I so often quote to you that verse: 
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"Join all the ,glorious names, 
.of 'wisdom, love, and: ,power; 

~That angels ever ,knew, 
.or mortals ever bore: 

All 'are too mean to spea.k His w-orth; 
'1'00 mean to set the 'Saviour ·forth." 

'1'here is no iUustration of redeeming 'gr8lce in the rea:lm of human endeavour 
that does not fall short in some particular of the spiritual reality. W,ho 
were they? '!"our leprous men. What did ,they 1ind in the camp of Syria? 
Del'iverance f'rom the ISyrians, ·food for starvhl'g bod·ies; wealth for the poor; 
but, alas! alas! they founa no cU:ansing f01· the' leper. It was still as lepers 
they must 'preach their gospel; and if there were lepers yonder in SaID:a~Ia, 
they .had no 'Word of hope .for them. But could they have found, the divme 
Hea:ler in the cam.p of the Sy·rians, and could they have stood afar off and 
!:laid, "Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst ma:ke me 'clean," And I·f He had gr8Jc~'oUSly 
answered, ''[ well; ibe thou clean," and immediately theIr leprosy had' ibeell 
cleans'ed; and if to their freedom, and their :food, and, the'ir wealth, the,Y 
could have added the glad tidings of 'Cleansing 'for a leper, then ,indeed, they 
had had a 'gospel worth ;preaching. But you have t,ha't: ",Son, Ibe of good 
cheer; thy sins' be forgiven thee." 

"There is a fountain fiHed with 'blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 

And sinners; plunged beneath that flood, 
I.:ose all their guilty stains. 

Shall we 'not therefore resolve anew, 

''!E'er since Iby 'faith I S8lW the stream 
T,hy flowing wounds su.pply, 

Redeeming love hIllS ;been 'Illy theme, 
And shall .be till I dIe." . 

JI. "We d'o not "veil: this day is a day of good ,tidin'gs, and we· hold our 
peace." THEY WERE IN DANGER OF iMAKING A !GREAT lMISTAKE; and that is the 
danger that fe;ces every redeemed: s'0111,---1;he danger of bry.ing t6 live ·for .our­
selves,' withholding our testimony, failing to ibe witnesses ,iIn.to Him in Jer-. 
,usaJem, and Judea, and: 'Samaria, and unto the uttermost !parts of 'the 'earth . 

. That, indeed', is what has happened. I't:1s inconceivwble that such g'reat 'com-
panies of 'PeOlple should assemJble themselves together in 'organizations calred 
churches; that they should meet ~ice every fLor·d's day ifur a whole year; 
that they should organize themselves dnto aH Ikdnds of societies; that they 
sh'Ould ,pour out their. wealth, ·and 'in the course of a year turn into the 
treasury of that organization thousands and -th'ousands of dollars; and that 
'they sholild Slpend <three hundred and s'ixty"five days of the yeaT .professing 
'to be ·about 'the Master's business, and as a result that there should 'be no 
souls turned "from ilarkness to light, and ,from the power of ISatan unt'O· God." 
Something 'must .be wrong. What is it? 'lot is that they ",·ho ,know that 'this 
"is a: day of ,good tidings are holcl:ing their pewee! . 

It is !possilble for the minister to hold his peace. What would you have 
thoug.ht of these men if they had said:, "Now, we ·a·re comfortwble; we have 
plenty to eat, !plenty to wear, and are in no danger of Ibeing Q.estroyed by 
the .syr·ians; we aTe in 'comfortaJble circumstances, let oilS get iUlp a concert; 
let us have an entertainment. Let us find some means 'olf ·amusing ourselves." 
These men ddd not taJ;k like that. They said, "There is more urgent loosiness 
than our .amusement. :'I'here are ;people who are dying ifOT the 'Want of the 
things we have. 'Let us go and' tell them." Yet that is what the chul"lch is 
doihg,-th·at is what the Iblood.Jbought 'redeemed Chur,eh of 'Chrlst is doing,­
everything ,but th!,\ one th·ing that it was .put into this world to do, 'namely, 
"to !bear witness to the ;power of the Sav,iour's blood to save :poor sinners 
'from 'thel'r sins. And wha.t is true of the or.ganization as a whole becOmes 
'largely true 'o:r the hidividuM memlbers. These people did not organize. There 
were only .four of them; Ibut even one cif thelli cOilld halVe told t-he story 'as 
well as .four, 'One could ha'Ve witnessed to this 'great tl'uth alone. Let any 
m'an in the !power of the Holy :Ghost 'bear wUness to the ·Lord J.esus Olirist 
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and his testi,mony will ibe heaTd to the ends of ·the earth. Try it. Do not say 
you are wea;k and, small; let 'God have His way with· yQu; ibear your test!­
mony ·and see what God! WIilI aooomplish. 

They said, "U we ·ta·rry till the morning 'lig.ht, some mischief will 'Come 
upon us." And they were r.ight: it was impossioble that they should enjoy 
alone the fulness they had found. :And that .is why some !people do . not ·enjoy 
.their religion, they tan-y till" the morningj and mischief does befall .them 
because it is of the very nature of. the Ohristian religion that it must be shared 

· if it is to be enjoyed. 
I must not keep you longer save to remind you of t'heir resolution. They 

· saLd, "<Now therefore come, that we may ig'O and tell the king'S' household;'" 
They resolved that they would tell the good news. What -would, yo.u hav:e 

· done? Would you have said, "Well now, i'f you are going to·the 'king'lS house­
hold with an imPortant message liIke that, you must '!be careful !how ·y.ou ·tell 

· it. You had Ibetter write it out; you had Ibetter :be sU're that.it ·is 'gra.-mma;ticaUy 
· Pluased; you had !better be sure ,that you·r ·del:iverance has· the :proper literary 
'fia;vour; you must .be careful to express your ,good news dn polite speech; 
'beca'use you al'e going to the king'a househ-old." ,I think the ilepers mig.ht 
have said, "We may not know how to tell it very politely, Ibut we are goIng 
to the city and 'we wHI tell the :porters, and we Ibel1eve hUnlP:Y ,lPeQPle will 

· rejoice in our message however Towg:h our speech. At all events, we are 
.going to tell at." How long are you going ·to 'wait .before you ,teU the good 
news? ilf you wait too lon·g 'possi·bly you wiH not ha'Ve any good .news to tell . 

. 1 have seen it again ·and again: hund·reds o:f young men have .gone· to cOlilege 
full of othe zeal of the Lord for the cross Of Chri'st, ··for :the gOSIPel of His ·Son; 
,ibut 'by the time they have passed through .the hands of 'certaoin .professors, 
they have no zeal for anything; they drift awa,y into .ib.usiness or something 
else. :J: do not say, do .not go to ·college .. By 'all means, go: Goer wants y'our 
best; ,train your m~nd to the ubmost. This gOliWel of the ,grwce of God .de­
maudos the utmost that any man 'can give; and ·the most brHUant intellects 
the world has ever :k:nown have ·been .Jaid'·at the ,feet of Jesus, with all theiT 
.splend·id .,powem .. T·here .is not 'any,thing yoou have :that ,is ,too ·good, to surr-ender 
to Christ; and you do well to ·resolve that ·aU yOUT ,powers shall 'be cultivated 
to the hi'ghest- ·degree. !But ,be carellul 'dD the course of your traindng; do not 
allow anytbody to BlPoil the message; ''BewaTe lest any man spoil you through 
phHosophy and vain decei,t, after ·the t'l'adition of men, ailter 'the rudiments 
of .the wor.ld:, and not a;fter 1011riost'!; for the lGOBIPel of Ch'rist "js the power 
of God u!lllo salvation to everyone that ·believe~h." . 

Another says, "Th·at is all right for the student, .but I have to go to 
wor·k in the morning, and I cannot ·go to college." Well, do not go ·then. If 
yo,u cannot go God ·does not want you to go. !But ,that is not a ·reason why 
you should' not teH -what you 'know. . 'Tell .it 'anyho;w:; !tell ·it Ito the .lti!lg's 
household; and in the dOing 'of :it, do you ·know what will ·come ,to pass? the 
Word of the Lora win be f.uljiZZed. Only the day 'before ,EUsha"had: said, ".Thus 
saith the Lord"" .an·d thTough these poor .lepl'oU's ,men that ll>lan anli ,'Pur,pose 
of God Ifound' its !fulfilment, ·and <God was glorified. 'You ,go and do His wHl; 
go and tell the story in the simplest way you Iknow how, stammerI-n;~ly, heSi­
tatingly, 'clumsily, 'Perhaps; Ibut never .mind', -tell,it. Nobody sto,ps to .aSik the 
nationality of the man who turned -in the fire alarm; nabod,y enquires whether 
he had ·a IScotch a'ccent, or whetller be was a 'Cockney, or whether he was an 
out and out 'Canadian, or -whether he came .:from the North country, or w-hetheJ; 
he bad· a rIch Irish ·brogue. Somebody cried, "iF-ire!" and the firemen came 
and the fiame ·was .extinguished: .that was .the lJD'ain .thing. It is not .how 
you do itj but in the name of the Lord .and the power' of ·the Holy .Ghost, do 
it, and do it ·to-q,ay I And i,f we all go to worlk, 'and, we are .a11 .at .11, aud a:lwa.ys 
at it, .then God ~i11 carry the news to the kling's household, and ·ere -the \da.-y 
is d'one the King's children will be sitting aot HI!J !banqueting ta:ble.; the 
fulness ()If divine ·grace will be enjoyed Iby those fOT whom it is prepa:r.ed .. 

Is there any,body 'here <this morning still outside? lIs ther.e an¥bo.il.y "here 
this mornin'g not a Christian? Any sin~bound, ,hungriY, iIllipO.:verished soul? 
W'eI-l then, II !bring you the simple message and· tell you that there is not only 
deliverance ··and food ·and wealth, Ibut there 4s .·cleansing ·for the lep.er, ·.too. 

Let .u,!! ·dr-iu;k ·d·eEWly of the weUs' of .Salv·ation, and then adver1ii.se ·the path 
to the ISprIng to all 'the' world. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
The Pastor's Out-of-Town Engagements.-Except when ill with· scarlet 

fever 'May and June 1921, the Pastor has been 01lt of his pulpit only three 
Sundays (in New York last June) since August 1920. He will be away for 
four Sundays during April and May, not, however, for a holiday, but to do 
a little extra work for the Lord. March 26 to 30th, inclusive, he will preach 
every day at noon in Tremont Temple, Boston, under the auspices of the 
Evangelical' Alliance of Greater Boston. April 2nd and 3rd he will speak 
at opening services of a new church building in Cleveland, Ohio. April 8th 
to about 18th he will conduct an evangelistic mission with Dr. J. R. Straton 
in Calvary Church, New York. Leaving Toronto April 30th he will give two 
addresses in Fort Worth, Texas, at the Christian Fundamentalist Convention 
meeting from April 29th to May 6th. He will give several addresses at 
another Bible Conference in Texas, and at the first meeting of The Baptist 
Bible Union of North America, meeting in Kansas City from May 10th to 
15th he will give the Sunday evening address May 8th. Thus he 'Will be away 
from Jarvis St. pulpit Sundays April 8th and 15th, and May 6th and 13th. . 

Pulpit Supply April 8th and 15th. At the request of the Prudential Com­
mittee, Rev: E. E. Shields of BranHord has eon.sented to supply the pulpit 
the two Sundays the Pastor will be in New York. 

Every Day At Noon. The Pastor will 'be grateful if those who pray will 
remember the services in Tremont Temple, Boston, every day this week ibut 
Saturday from 12 to 1. They will be evangelistic services and the Pastor is 
iil-formed will proba1bly be attended by about 2,000 each day. 

Sunday Evening March 25th. At the urgent request of the Pastor and 
the Prudential and Finance Committee, our greatly beloved Deacon, Rev. E. 
A. . Brownlee, B.A., will preach. Many on hearing of this said, "I am so 
glad,"-and they spoke for the whole church. 

The La~t Sunday of the Church Year.-We have only five more days in 
which to close our books. If any member's contribution is in arrears, pleas.e try 
to pay it in at .the office not la.ter than March 30th. 

We hope also that every member will try to make a special thankoffering 
for the ye·ar's blessing by that d'ate, .to insure our having a balance on the right 
side of .the books .. 

The New Weekly Offering Coupon Books are ready. Please call at church 
office and save expense of mailing. . 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 
T •. T. SHIELDS, Paator, .& WiDcheater Street. TeL, North &28. 
A. W. RECORD. Treasurer, 41 Victor Avenue. Tel., Ger. 5273. 
VIOLET STOAKLEY. Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel., M. 5670. 
WILLIAM FRASER, Pastor's Secretary, &5 Homewood Ave •. PhoDe N •. 6047. 
C. LEONARD PENNEY, Director of Music, 36 Earlscourt Ave. Tel., Ken. 

7086W. 
W. J. HUTCHINSON, S. S. Superintendent, 295 George Street. Tel., M. 3321. 

IIlyt atlp1rt~ ataltnbar 
SUDday. For the week beginning Sunday, March 25th, 1923. 
10.00-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10·3O-CommunioD Service. . 
11.00-Public Worship. The p.as-tor will preach. Baptism will be ·administered. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. Rev. E. A. Brownlee, B.A., will preach. 

Wednesday-7.15. Junior Service. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock, Prayer-meeting. 

The Parliament Street BraDch, 250 Parliament Street-Su",day: 3.00-Bible 
School. 7.00 Evangelistic Service,· conducted by W. L. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer M'eeting;Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 
S 


