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"So he called everyone of his lord's debtors unto him, and' said unto the first, 
How much owest thou unto illY lord 1 "-Luke 16: 5. 

S
TUDEN'I1S of ,the Scripture -will be familia·r with ·the common inter:preta

,tion of this parwble of bhe unjust steowaTd'. .Tb,e :key .to the pa.ra.ble is 
said to ,be in the' ninth verse: "Ma:ke to youl'ISelves' fl"iends of .the mammon 

of unrlgh,teousne8s; ·that, when ye .fai,l, they may receive you into ever~ting 
hlllbitatl.ons." .zt is said that we a.re. not. to .J?ress ou·r 'in,terpl'etatlon of the 
pa.r8lble in ileta,u, Iblit 'to ·take the generai and central.lteaoh-ing of .'the parable, 
,tha-t we are to use our money, "the unrighteous mammon," as it.is called, 
that ·when we shall have' done with it 'b,ere we. shall. !have made friends by 
its .proper use ·()On the other sid'e, and that. vhey 'WIill receiye us in,to ev~lasting 
h8lbitations. :I :have Ibeen famHiar wi,th tha.t interpretation of the ,par8l~le for 
yeaTS, an·ct have il'ead' every thing that ,~ cOu~d find on the p8lra'ble of· the. 
unjust steward, ·,but IIIlways with the feeling lihat th'at' intel'preta.tion was 
altagether :unsat.s(aKltory. 

Ion the ifIl'st llla-ce,·J: 'know of no other place in the. ,ScrJpt!lre where we 
are tauglht that 'by the use of. our means, or ·by . any effort that we can poM·bl)' . 
m'lllke oursel'Ves, 'We can ·pr~a:re ,the way for our reception into the .~terna.l 

tabernacles or everlasting hlllbitations. . 
··The o.bjection, ·pr.imarily, to that inter.pretation is that it makes salvation 

to .Ibeof .worD and lIlot -of grace. And I always ·feel ~at an'Y hliterpre~tion 
.whf.ch co'nditions a man's entrance into the ot~er l-ife upon anything ~at he 
can do, seems to me ·to contravene .the great and 'cardinal principle, ,~at B1!-I
vwtion ds 'by ,grac'e alone. 'I am weB aware <that the tea:chhig of S'Cl'iptu.i'e ~s, 
that w'hHe '''the :g.i£t 'of .God is eternal. life· thl,'·ough Jesus Ch~Jilt tlurLord-," o~er 
andlllbove thait 81ft !We a·re ,to ·recelve rewards for ou·i' '!Works:' Just as ·.a fa.ther .... ." .... .. . .. ', 



may reward his 'faith,ful children. T,hey d{) not lbe'come his children by. :reason 
of their fai,thf.ulness; but Ibein.g h·is chlld,ren, ,tney are reward'ed., accord-lng to 
their wonks. And so It ,Is true .that we are received into the family of God 
by an' act of.grace, jusUfied tbythe Lord Himsel,f; by 'the i'mpu.tation of Christ~s 
J'.igh-te~l!~n.es,s 'w~ ·are made lus children;' ".Tl'ien over a:ild albovei.that· f.ree gift 
of His 'grace, we are to :be rewarded for our w-o,rl{s. 'But still ilie interpreta.
tion Is ulJosatisfactory, even when'that ,prlnci'ple Is adml.tted. 

'1 believe that 'many a' paSBage ,Of ScrlptuTe Is seen "iIi its' ·true" I1g-hot when 
wc are 'brought ,into Mle experience 'fol' wliilch 'that p'asSage ",'as' w.rittel1l, and 
I venture to ,beIle\'e th'at light -was thrown upon this' passage, for myself at 
least, iu an eX'per-ience through which I ·passed some years ag·o. 

I went to aSBist a coun'try. "pastor in evange!dstlc services. '1 ;preached, so 
far as I 'k~ew. 'ho~'! -the (l9ctrin,es of, 'g,race, that !It means' 'somethin'g to be a 
Christian, flhat when Jesus ·is received as ,Saviour He must be received as 
Lord'; and that d'iscipleship means pu.tting Christ fl.r&t seven days of every 
week." Alm{)st at the 1IroSt servi·ce. one of' the deacons, 'an oI4 .. 'lI).:an, ~~)lle ,to 
me -:and said·;" '~I am -a Baiptist; and I do not believ,e 'y{)ur' doctrine' flit aU." 
w'eiiI s~i-d'," I til0Ught II was a bit ,of a Baptist mysel'f, and 'I though,t I had 
Ibeen .preach'ing the things for, whi;ch .Baptls·ts usually stood.' "Ah well," said 
he, "I ibelleve in 'belnt ,jnst'jfl.ed·· by ·.grace. I bellev~' dur sIns' are washed away 
iby the preci'ous Iblood." I said, "~o do I." He s·ai·d. "I do not !believe in -these 
.Impossi'ble stand'ards that you are setting 11IP;" 'I said "My d'ear !brother, 
whom he did predestinate, them he also ca,lIed: and Whom he called, them 
'he al.so jusWled: and whom ,he justified. them he also glori'fied'. iBut you 
mu'st never torget that we are predestinated th~t we may ibe conformed
not that we may get into h~aven, not ·thl1t we ma.y escape ~ell,-ibu.t that we 
may be conf'ormed to the image of his ISon. We I1re elect~d to become' like 
ChriRt. lI,nd' Ch·rlst is fOl'lIlled in us the hope of glory. With conversi,on. that 
pro'cess of sanctification !beg-ins ',and 's'hould continue unllil 'the day that .w~ 
are' presented 'at la'81: 'faultless ·be'fore the ,presence of ,his glory with ex.ceed~· 
In'g JOY.' '" A day or so afterwardlS th~ Jlas-to,r ,came t.o me in great distress" 
lI:ilidl Siiid that d·ow-n' at the corner' s-tore Dea~on So-an.d-so had' come In u.pon 
n. "COm.llll·l'iy of men who made no pro'lession of reUgion at nil, ibut wlto 
,,;m'e falkhi:g about the meet.i'ngs ,in the Bal)tist church. When ,the oUl man 
~11.m{1· in. hea,ririg their ,conversation, he said. ",Now look herp., !boys. don't 'You 
let,tha;t preacher d.ietu.nb you,·I am a good delll older tha,n.he is. -I waB'ball
Uieel iJlCfore ,he was /born. I 'know .th·e ,gospel. an.d' a.JI thRt stuff 800ut making 
.Tef;us' r~o~,d 'iI:nd: keeping Hi~ commandmetl.t.Fl. is all nonsense. ' 'It ioS, by t.rustin~ 
Jesus IChrlst imd ibeing w~,shed in ·the .blood, 'we Rre Rll.ved, and. thRt, is a]l 
t.here is' to' it. Don't a'lIow youMelves to 'be unset by th'l imposs.f.blc stand,ardR 
~et up iby flhis man's 'Preachin.g." And II turned to thi!3 sixteenth cha,f)te,r of 
T:llke' and read again that story of the ,unjust stewa,rel. lIn.d· I said to :l11y",..lf. 
"T h~,ve' alwlI:Ys wonder~d. wh'~ you. were, but I thin'k I have iden'tiofied you 
1I(last." 

'.Let us gO over the ):Itory in a very simple .way tltls even,ll1'g for a, few 
minutes. I want you to GF.:T THK SETTrNG 01' .IT. The fift.eenth cha;pter of 'Luke 
~0J1.t.1I'l11!1 those three matchless paraibles. of the 10000t sohpell, and ·the lost coin. 
-",'I' the 'I'ost son. An,d they ·were dlJ'awn forth by the murmiUring of the 
Ptlat1'i!3~e~. 'who sal-d. ''Th'l~ m~n receivet.h Rin'llel'iS. and eateth ,with them." 
The,n .. Tesus >SIJ.Ioke those .three parables, to f1.lustrate the joy of !heaven over 
·rp.~entlng sinners. the 'atti~l1d'El o'f God tOW8.0ro .the contrite in '.-beI11rt., , And ·t'hen' 
this"~hapte~ beg;ns. "And he ~aid also unto his disciples." If you have your 
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Bibles look at the fOu'rteenth verse, and you will read, "Arid the Phari!Sees 
also, who wer'e.covetous, hea,rd aU these things: and they derided him." Now 
observe:' He has 'been spea:kin.g to the Pharisees in the flUeenth chapter, 're
,huking ,them 'for their complaint, "'l'his man receiveth sinners', and eatcth 
'With them," and now He di'reots His message particularly to His disciples:, but 
it, is in the hearing ,of the Pharisecs: And the ,Pharisees also, who were cove
to'us, hea'ro all these things: and they derided him." We shaiI retu,rn to 
that hi a moment, 'but that is the setting. He is s.pe8!king to His> disciples 
in the hear.ing of the Pharisees, and .it is the Pharisees who do not Uke' the 
preacher's sermon, as ,some /people do not Uke the 'l?reachlng of to-day when 
i.t comes home. . 

:Now look at this Pharisee, who .Is the steward. Of w7mt stcwarcLs1tip ill 
Ute Lord Iipea7M.nflf Every true Chr,istiaIi is a, steward, "for ye 'are not your 
'own; ye are ,bought with a ;price." We are Christ's oond-slaves, a'n.(1 'we'" are 
steward,s of whatever worldly goods we 'possess. But the .A;postle Paul' said', 
"Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Oh·I'ist, and stewards of 
the mysteries of Ood. ,Moreover it is requir,ed 'in stewa'rds, that a man: be 
found faith'fuI." 'Paul says that the spedal requirement of one that is en
trusted, with somethin,g that belongs .to another is that he should :be faithful 
to h-is trust. He ·says, "Let a man so account of us, as of the mhllsters of 
Olirist, and stewards of the myster1l:is of' ,God." These things are' commUted 
un;to' us. 'In his E,pistle to Titus Paul descrl'bes the minister or pas'tor as' a 
steward' of God; . the' A.postle· 'Peter speaik's 'of 'believers In general, ibut of the 
ministers of the truth In parUcu!-ar, as "steward·s ~f the mani·fold- grace :of 
God." . Every blood.bought ,soul must realize that he bas nothing of his own; 
that whatever he has, wbetl1er of material 'good,s, or of the truth of the gospel, 
hc is made a stewa.rd 'before God to administer that with a view to his ac
count.ablIity to his Master. This has a'J)plication to every diS'C;'ple . 

. "He said' also unto Ms discl<ples, ',']',here was a certain rich man, which 
had, a . steward." We are all stewar,ds, ,and I ibelieve that the min
·is-t.ers of the truhb are' in a very special 'sense made trustees unde.r God·. 
The g6l!lpel is committed to our trust. Now this man was a:ccused linto bis 
lord 'of having wal:lted liis goods. I thhlk that that time of reClkoning takes 
piace ,frequently. It ought to ta'ke plnce clan.y. ,Every time we reacl the W.o:rd 
of :the "Lord! it should remind ·us of ,our oIbHgation,; i,t should search our hearts 
and try our motives. Every time the Word -of the ["ord' is preached, it ought 
to .be q>reached in weh ,a \Way as to say to every soul that hears it. Give .ali 
account of thy stewa,rdship. How far are we n>eing faithful to our trust as 
'believer.s· in the !Lor'd JesUts 'Qh'rist? Now this man was accused of having 
wasted his master's goods, was called to' account, and was told'by 'his 'lord 
thll;t tha.t cond'LUon 0If things could not' continue: "Thou mayest be no longer 
l!teward." 

. 'I believe in the 'old-fashioned 'Iloctrine of the 'perseverance of the' sai'nts, 
. that when God saves a man, :He sav'es him for ever; ,but I ·d,o not believe t.hat 
all who 'SIllY they are saved a;re saved.' 'l'here is ,a possi.bi.Jity of our being 
mistak'en., and ,that is why the minister s'hould ibe ifaUhf.u1 to his people alowiLYs, 
that ,they may ma!ke sure work of it, and maltc their calling and 'eleotion sure. 
Let me pause a 'moment .to warn you against a' one-sl,died view ·of truth. Do 
not be 'content <with one ~spect of the tru-1·h. Rememlber 'that truth haS manY. 
sld~~,'\hat while the dpctrine of d,iv·ine so,verelgnty is clearly' 'taught iIi the 
Woro, , ,so is the doctrine of .human accountability to God. They li;re ·both 



~here; and IWhether you can ·reconcile them or not, they I1Ire ,both to be 
'believed, \because they are 'both t8lught in the Word of God.~In the fi1\teen.th 
cha..pter of John, our Lo'rd says, "Every- !branch in me that Ibeareth not fruit 
,he ta:keth away: and every !branch that lbeareth foruit, he 'purgeth it, that it 
may br·ing forth more f·ruit." Every ,branch that 'beareth not fruit is taken 
a.way, and "men .gather them, and oost them into .the 1ire, and they are" 
burned." There is a judg,ment. to come. There i,s a time of reCkoning in the 
future; ,but II Ibel,ieve .the Lord· ta:kes accoun't of His stewards every day; He 
calls' us to account, and sometimes' He Iputs the ulllfai·thful stewa.rd out .of 
his stewards'hiop, He cuts off the 'branch, ·He casts it into the fire, and, even 
iby men ·it is burned. ThIs m'an said, "What shall I do? for my lord tlllketh 
away from me the s1e:ward·ship: I 'cannot dig; ,to beg I am all'ha.med." It is 
a picture of a man who is brought face to foa:ce wi,th tMs fact: "J have made a 
profession, II stand outwardly in a certain relationship ,t.o my God, I have 
proved un,faithfnl to my trust, ·and He demands of me ,that 'I give an account. 
'What shaH r d'o? How shall I ·get Iback ,into righ,t relationshi.p to my /Master?" 
And there is one of two ways. He knows there is a 'g'reat deficit, and he 
says, "Can '1 pay my way on that· score?" He sees dt i·s impossi,ble. He says, 
"I cannot di'g, '1 cannot ma..ke \liP' the deficit, r cannot restore the years .that 
the "locusts have eaten. Well then, shall ,I ma:ke a 'clean /breast of the whole 
matter? Shall I come to him and beg ·for mercy? 18ha·11 'I acknOlWledge my 
lleflllu1t?· Shall 'I ask for forgiveness? ,shall J ask 'for reinstatement in his 
favour? What shall "I do?" Have you ever Ibeen !brought there? I confess 
I hwve again and agMn. The .Lord has come to me and h~ said, How is it 
that I hea..r this of ,thee? Why are you wasting !My goods? Willy are you not 
more faithful to your -trust? How i-s dt that (l 'hear ,this of "thee? And we are 
compel,led to ask the question, What shall I do? 

,Sir Wilfred Grenfell· once wen't into one of Mr. Moody'e meetings. He 
was a ·nolmt·nal Christian, and ad'ter he had hea.rd .that man of God spea:k, he 
came out and: he said, ''By God's help I am going to mwke my religion real, 
o,! chuck it!" He was broUght ·face to face with the matter, and he said, 
What shall (1 do? And he resolved .what to d'O. He resolved' that he would 
be a true steward, a faithful steward,; and he went. in hillmble penitence to 
the Lord !because he was not ashamed to ;beg. And IWhen ·that conviction is 
wroug;ht in,to the heart of an unfai,thful pl'ofessor of religion, that we are 
no,t in right relationship to Christ, :we are forced to ask tha-t question. I· 
wlI:nt to tell you this, my friend, there is no ho-pe for anyone of us while we· 
say, "To !beg I am ashamed:" it is only a,s we come ibegging for mercy, crying·, 
"God 'be mercIful to me a sinner;" only as. 'We plead the !promise, .'IIf we 
confess '()ur: Sins, he 1·s ·faithllul and just to forgive us our s"ins, and to' clea.nse 
us from all -un~ig.hoteousness," that. we shall l)e restored to ·favour, and per
mitted ·,to retain our stewardship. But when one says, "I can·not dig; I[ cannot 
mlllke u.p for my delinquencies myself; and to !beg I am ashamed; I canuot get 
right on the princi;ple of mer·it, and lWill not humble myself to ask for grace," 
then he 11l1s made a momentous deciS'ion. In effect he says, "I am resolved 
w,hat to do, that, w'hen 'I WID put out o~ the stewardship, they may receive me 
in,to their houses." '1'hls steward' resolved to ,ma:ke no effort to retain the 
stewardship -in the on'1y 'way ·by which it couI'd !be retained, to ibe'g; !he there
fore ~esolved ~ermanently to forfeit his lord's favpur and to win the favour 
of his lord's debtors' at Ms lord's expense. ;Seeing that the onIy way !by ·.which 
he can .get right with, his master is to 'beg, and be is asha.med to do tha.t, . 
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he turns ,his Iback 'u.pon hIs master, and he says, .r will make no .effort to 
retain the stewar.dship, but I will court the favour of my 'lord's debtors, and. 
i;f 'he puts me out they will talke me tn. 

There is a terrible temptation sometimes comes to the mInister o'f the . 
gospel to please his Lord's debtors, instead of pleasing His Lord. If· there 
are members of other churches here, I !beg of you, dp not too readily find 
fault with your pastor. Go home and 'pray for him, al!d remember he 'has 
the hardeet task of any man on earth. U is harder to Ibe a mindster of the 
gospel in our day, than to be any·thing else in the wo,rld. It never was more. 
ditficult to .be true to one's trust. I ·can fancy that all heaven waits ex· 
pectantly, in suspense, when a man is !brought to the neceesity of making 
that deci,sion, when he says, "I am resolved !What to do." What will he do? 
Will he beg? Alas, No! Ho,w terrilble is the story whIch follows. 

"He cal-led every one of his lord's d'elbtOl'S unto him, and said unto the 
first, How much O'West thou unto my lord? And he said, An hund'red measures 
of oiL" The ·debtor did not dispute his ouligation at all. He was even mo.re 
lIonest than the steward. And the steward said, "I will ,give you .a discount. 
Take. tl1y 'bill, and· sit do~n quick,ly, and write fi·fty. .I will cut ·the Ibill in 
tw'1." That is myoid deacon d'own at· the corner ·grocery store! "Sit down 
quickly, and write fifty. You need not lPay an hund,red measures of oil." 
Then said he to .another, "And hO'W much owest thou?" And he said', ."An 
hundi-ed measures of wheat." To him he said, "I will 'give you twen,ty percllnt. 
c1iscount. Sit d·cwn quickly, and write fourscore. 

'My Ibrethren 1Jhat ,is just what .the modern \pulpit is doing to·day. It is 
reducing ,the standard everywhere. 'Instead of calUng men to repentance and 

. faith in the /Lord Jesus Christ, it is ,prom'ising them a discount on their oIbliga· 
tion to Almi-ghty God-"Write ·fifty, w·rite foursoore." The po,pular man to·day 
is the man who makes :light of the Word of God', and of the solemn o,bl1gations 
which this Word: diIll~oses upon those who 'believe in the Lord Jesus; and of. 
the solemn warnin'gs 1t . isSues to the ungodly. 

Now what followed? "The lord commended the unjust' steward, because 
he had d'one wisely." HO'W are we to understand it? [thln'k you have in 
the following verses the most Ironical statement of the Scripture, 'tIhe most· 
mordant, Ibiting,' sarcasm that ever was uttered; "The lord ·commended tbe 
unjnst steward . . . the chi1d~en of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the' child'ren of Ught." Are they? 1'hat passage is quoted, 'l 'know, fre· 
quently,. as an excuse for the stupidity of the avera'ge Christian; and lWe 'are" 
told that the worldly wise are so much wiser than we are. Are they? They· 
are.in their own est'!,mation. For. a su,perlatlvely satisfied generation, commenel' 
me t9 this one. The children of this world were always 'wiser than' ·the 
children· of light, in their own estimation. iBut put beside it the ·fact that, 
this same. Jesus sa'id, "I am the lIght of ·the world: he that. fol~oweth' me ',,, 
shall not wal'k in darkness, 'but shall have ,the light of life." iOid' He mean 
that h.avi·I\.g come to ,'be a ligllt in ,the world, the child.ren of light 'Were still 
to albide i~ darkness1 "The 'holy scriptures, which are a'ble to mBike thee wise. 
unto salvation," "'l'he fear of the Lord that is !Wisdom, and .to depart iIlrom ·evil 
is ll'nd~rstanding." Are we to believe tha:t Go.d~s sending His fion . to be the·. '. 
Light of ,the World; giving us. His w.ord to mme us wise; sending. His. Spirit. 
to e~lligbten our minds and .to 'inter.pret the, ,ScrLpture,-that. the result· of .. 
all ,thi~ .is ;~hat the .. ·crhi.ldren .of if,gilt a,re really. no.t ch'ild·ren of l,j'ght, but i'n' 
comparison 'with natural men, only fools? :I (1'0 not 'belleve the chlldTen ()If 
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this world are wiser in their 'generati-on than childreli of light; nor' do I 
th·in,k Jesus intended us, to so understand His saying. 

The great Teacher now makes aplPUcation of the paralble: "I say unto you, 
Ma'ke to yourselves 'friends of the mammon of u'llr,ightcousness; that, when 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. But do not come 
knocking at my door .. You 'have turned your ,back u·pon God, you have chosen 
.the service of mammon, you have made your choIce; and it is a final one . 

. And when the transient character of it all appears, and when the unrighteous 
mammon ',fails, then let them receive you into eterna,l ta'berna;cles." Is there 
anything 1-n· .Scrip'ture to support that? Did He not say to 'ISTael, "Where are 
the gods w'hlch thou hast.made? Let them arise and save ,thee, in the time of thy' 
distress." !Man,y, II say unto you, shall seeik to enter in and shall not !be a.ble. When 
Olice tire 'Master of the house is risen up. and hath shut to the door, and ye 
!beg,in to stand without, and to knock at the 1l00r, sayil1'g, 'Lord" open unto 
us, and lHe shall an ewer and say unto you I know you not whence ye are." 

,But historically, is there anything to ,support that v-lew? What was the 
complaint which Jesus registered against these very Pharisees'? He said, "For 
Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother . . . ,but ye say, [f a man 
shall say to his ,father or mother, It is Ooriban, a guft, by whatsoever thou 
migMest ibe profited by me; he shall ibe free: All'd ye suffer him no more to 
do ought for his father or his mother." That' is to say, Jesus said to the 
PharIsees, ''The' Word of Ood says that a man ought .to su.pport h,is father 
and his mother. Tha.t is what honour the 'Lord with thy suJbstaooe means. 
But you tell him if he turns his property over to the temple and calls it 
COl'lban, a .gift, he can ~lea!l poverty and say he gave it all to religious pur
poses, and you malke the Word of God, of none effect." T,hat is the complaint 
that Jesus made against the Pharisees, that instead of paying an hundred 
measures' of oil and wheat, they were always saying, Write fourscore, W;ri~e 
fifty, winning .the favour of the world by turning their 'ba'Cle upon God. And 
Jesus sa-id, :Dr a man ina'kes ,thai ,choice, he must a.bide ,by it: "'M,wke to you,r
!*lIves ,friends of the mammon of unrighteousness'; that, when ye fail they 
may receive you into everlasting haibitations." 

Let us sec if the conteXit bears out that interpretation, because it is the 1110st 
solemn word, in my judgment, in thc whole New Testament. I never read this 
sixteenth chapter of Luke wi,thout ,trembling. "He ,that is faithful in that which 
!s least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also 
111 much. Jf therefore ye have not been faithful in ,the unrighteousness mammon 

"-remember, Jesus is now speaking directly, and He is not commending the 
steward's unfaithfulness----if therefore ye have not bcen faithful in ,the un
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust· ,the true riches? And if ye 
have not been faithful in ,that which is another man's, who shall give you that 
which is your own?" Then observe this passage, "No servant can serve two 
mas,ters: for either he will ha'te the one, and love the other; or else, he will hold 
to the one, 'and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." The 
steward must either be true to his lord, or else fall into the hands of his lord's 
debtors-one or the other. ' 

We come now to ,the verse which has led me to this interpretation: '.And 
the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these thing.s: and ,they derided 
him." And Jesus said, "Ye are they which justify yourselves before mell-you 
arc the very people I have been talking about-but God knoweth your hearts: 
for ,that which is highly esteemed among men, is abominat,ion in the -sight of 
God·" And then He proceeds ,to say, ''The ~aw and the prophets were until 
John: sit:tce that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth 
in'to it. And jot is easier for heaven and earth ,to pass, than one tit.tIe of the law 
to fail." What does He mean but ,this: "I have authoroized no steward of mine 
to d,iscount your bill. If you owe one hundred measures of oil, it will be an 
hundred measures of oil you will pay; if an hundrcd measures of wheat, it will be 
an hundred measures of wheat you will pay: 'It is eas,ier for heaven and earth to 
pass, than one 6ttle of the law to fail.'''. . 

And then He draws ,the curtain and gives us 'a glimpse of ,the other world. 
And yonder in the other world is the man who made choice of the unrighteous 
mammon, and he lifts up his eyes being in torments. He discloses one who was 
not ashamed to beg, and he is in Abraham's bosom. And between ,the two' a 
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great gulf is fixed, but it is too late-to late-for the man who was ashamed 
t<? beff to cha1'!ge his decision. Now he begs ,that Lazarus should be sent to 
~IP hiS finger 111 water and cool his .tongue, but he ·is told that his choice .is 
Irreyocab'1e: "Thou !n thy !ife,time receivedst thy good things-you made your 
choice, you must abide. b:y It-and Lazarus evil things." . 

I do not want to press the detaiJ.s of .the parable too far, but .this man is 
concerned about ·somebody who sltill lives,' and he is yonder in that state of 
hopelessness wih respect to bimself, from which ,there is no recovery. But he 
says, "If I may have no relief for myself, I have five brethren, send Lazarus ·to 
them.': What are you going to make of that? Is there pen~tence beyond? 
Does"lt mean ,tha·t when 'a man has utterly lost his chance of heaven, that then 
he .is· consumed with a desire for the salv<lition for some which .he has left 
behind? Is there compassion in yonder place of torment? And if not, why did 
this lost .soul fear the coming of others to that place of -torment? Abraham 
answered, The·ir account has been rendered; they know whart they . owe ; they 
hav.e 'Moses and the .prophets; let them hear ·them. "And he said, Nay f<lither 
A:br~ham: but if one 'went unto' them from the dead, .they will repent:" And 
the answer is, "If ,they hear not Moses and the prophets; neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead·" 

. What honor this parable puts upon God's word, even upon that part whose 
inspiration· is now so generally den~ed. "Moses and the prophe-ts" I What finality 
it ascribes <to' the decision of· that Word! Who has such reasoil to fear hell 
as those who say there. is no hell, and who say to sinners, "Write fi£ty"? Is 
this the hell of an unfaithful prophet? Does the blind guide fear a hotter hell 
hy the presence of those whom he has misled? 

. I come to' you this evening, to ·try to be faithful to you, and .to a.s.k tJtris 
(Iuestion,' "How much owest thou unto my 'Lord?" For 'I must telI you' .in 
the. name of .the Lor.d·, as .J tell my own heart, that whllit you and· lowe to 
God wi.}! have to 'be paid. There is no discount, there is no escaping oli'r obli· 
gatlon' 'by any means whatsoever. i'How much owest ·thou unto my lo·r.d?" 
Had I time this evening to lead your thought into the na:tural world, anti 
to show you how inoexorllibIy the law 'of God"'O'Perates in tha:t realm, you would 
discover that a hunda-ed measures of oil must always :be paid·; that there is 
110 way !by wllich a man may escnlpe t·he consequences of .wrong-doing: "What
soever a !han soweth,. that shall he also reap." You and' I are l'irlte these 
de'btors who. owed mueh to trhei·r Lord i for- there is not 'one of "UIS here th is 
evening who is not deeply in debt to God. The debtor was more 'h1mest, 1 
·have said', than the steward. 'Each of them instantly admitted 'his .oIbHga
tiOI1 and as'ked for no discount. For 1: have observed that' the man ·who pro
fesses no religfon inval·laJbl'Y admits 'his indelbtedness. lIt is professed' stewarchi 
who '-change the· a·ccount.· 1 trus-t· there are many here t'his evening ready tci 
say, "After all, ·in· the secret of my own heart, -·when J: come to consider ;my re
lationsbip t9 God,.1 know that 1 am'-a ·sinnea-; 'I know ·that '1 have not paicl 
my ·way, and, .1 know that I 'cannot d·i·g." 'I rej·olce to be able ·to say 1 am auth
or:Ized to tel.l you that no man wbo- is 'ifot "ashamed' to ibeg need 'be put out of 
·the stewardship. The 'Lord Jesus came and died at the place called Calvary 
to pay your delbt ·and mine .. " There is no other way by whioh 'God's !books' can 
Ibe Ibalanced. We cannot make up the deficiency: only the iblood of Jesus 
can w.ash our sins away .. And 1 tell-you this ·evenIng.in 'Hilfname, that unless 
you :beg for mercy-if there is an unconverted man or wom·an 'here~unless 
you 'beg for mea-cy, you wlU rfind· yourself just where tMs unjust stewar.d in 
the !pa:rBlble found 'himself, on the wrong side of the ·ter.rl:ble gu,}!,.· which 
·forever must separate the sou·l from God. 

What chelce shall we .make this evening? "How much owest ·thou unto 
my Lord?" I d'o not know how much lot is, !but ~l·owever mu-ch oit may be, "the 
'blood of Jesus ·Chrlst his ,Son cIeansetJh us frOID alI sin." lBut every man and 
every WOIDllllJ who 'rejects ·the divine a-eckon·ing, who refusese to accept that 
divine' ad~ustment o·f his account, will have -to meet the consequenees iil the 
realm !beyond. May God help us this evening to respond to His c8Ill, and 
.beg for mercy at His hand: ''God·be merciful to me a sinner." ThIlls may 'We 
·find: eternal Ufe, and 'ilIe estalblished in ·the stewardship of ·knowledge :of His 
redeeming grace for ·ever. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Dr. Riley'. Addre88es.-Friday, 3.00 and 8.00 p.m. Saturday, 8.00 p:;n. S1In
day,),1.00 ,~.m,. ~n?.7.00 p·m." and in the ·afte~n.oon (sec' newspapers: £qr hour). 

. : ...... "'iii: Man' A Devel~ped 'Monk~y? or Should We Long~r Tole~~t~ 
the Teaching of Evolution '{" 

Monday and :ruesday, 3.00 p.lll. and 8 p.m.. See S:lturday'.s newspapers for 
subjects. 

At the ,time of going to press Dr.' Riley fears he will have to conclude his 
1ll1ssion Tuesday evening, but many a~e hoping and praying that he may find 
it possible to continue till Friday. . 

The "Open" Meeting of the Women'. Home Mis.ion Board Thursday, 
March 15th, 10.15 a·m. ,to 3.00 p.m., Parkdale Boaptist Church, corner Queen and 
Callendar. Bring sandwiches. Our ·hostesses provide hot ,tea and coffee. Come I 
These meetings always bring a blessing. 

. Thill Week'. Witness.-The sermoll this week consists of an interpretation 
of the parable cif the unjust steward which is different from ,that which is gener
ally acce'pted. Though preached some weeks ago, ,jot is published at the request 
of many in order· ~·o ~ffprd opportunity for a careful study of ,the subject. 

Weeldy Offering Coupon Books.-Our books expire .the ·Iast Sunday in 
March. New books arc being prepared. I,t is hoped that every member of the 
church will become a weekly offering subscriber. Piease give your name and 
pledge to the church office·. Regular subscribers who desire ,to increase their 
subscriptions are requested to advise the office at once .that the change may be 
made in the new books. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 

T. T. 'SHIELDS, Pastor. 16 Wincliester Street. TeL, North fZ8. 
A. W. ·RECORD. Treas~rer. 41 Victor Avenue. Tel .• Ger. 5273. 
VIOLET STOA~LEY. Church Clerk and Office Secretary: Tel .• M. 5670: 
WILLIAM FRASER, Pastor'. Secretary, 65 Homewood Ave. Phone N. 6047. 
C~ 'LEONARD PENNEY. Director of Music, 36 Earlscourt Ave. Tel., Ken. 

7086W. 
W. J. HUTCHINSON. S. S. Superintendent, 295 George Street. Tel., M. 3321. 

iJllt atlFtlJ ata1tu~ 
Sunday.' For week beginning Sunday, March nth, 1923. 
10.00-Prayer Ser.vi~e in the Church Parlor, Mr. Ge,org:e Greenway. 
10·3O--Communion Service. 
11.00-Public Worship. Dr. Riley will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 

In audi,torium Dr. Riley will speak· 
6.00--Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.0().:....Public Worship. Dr. Riley will preach. Baptism will be administered . 

. 'Monday and Tuesday-3.00 and 8·00. Dr. W. B. Riley will speak. 
. 7.00 to 8.00. Prayer in the parlor. 

Wednesday-7.15. Junior Service. 
_ thursday and Saturday, 8 o'clock, Prayer in pador. 

The Parliament Street'· Branch, 250 Parliament Street-Sunday: 3.00-Bible
" , School. 1.00' 'Evangelistic' Service, conducted by, W .. L.: McI<;qy. 

Wednesday,- 8.00" Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service.-
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