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"And. the word of the Lord eame unto me, saying, . 
"Son of man, what is that proveril that ye ,have in the land of Israel, saying, 

The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth 1 
"Tell them therefore, Thus saitb tbe Lord God; I will make this proverb to 

eease and !they shall no more use .t as a proverb in Israel; but say unto thenl, 
The .days are at hand. and the effeet of every vision. 

"For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within 
the bouse of Israel. 

"For I am the Lord: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come 
Ito pass: it shall be no more prolonged: for in yonr days. 0 rehelhous house, will 
I say .the word, and will perform 't, saith the Lord God."-Ezekiel 12: 21-25. 

T HERE is a very in,teresting chapter 'of history !behind this strilcing text; 
and when this sermon is printed I want you to study' it aga.in and especi­
ally. to read the last two chapters of II Chtonicles, and the last three 

chapters of III Kings, and in Jeremdah's prophecy from the twenty-eighth chap-
.' ter to the ·fortieth chaPte~. With that historical setting c,learly in your mdnd 

you will ibe able, [ think,. to find for yourselves important spi,ritual lessons in 
the ~assage which I ha.ve selected as a text. 

God's chosen people of the ancient time occupied a ,position in the divine 
'Pur·pose analogous to that of the church of the New Testament dispensation. 
They were a people separated unto God; and their national .place of worship 
was a place which He had chosen to set His name there: '~ine house shall be 
called an house of ;prayer for all people." ·But rbhis separated people had gradu­
ally departed'f,rom' the ways of the 'Lord. The te~t has speCial reference to the 
kingdom of Judah, which had wandered from Him; and :because of their 
reli-gious declension their political cond.rtion waxed worse and worse until they 
were threatened with multiplying calamities; Ibut dnsl\:ead of turning to the 
Lord, Instead of re'penting, and' seeking His ,face and :flavour, they formed 
numerous !political, alliances and resorted to every conceivaJble political expec'Li-



ent in order to avert the trou'bles which were ra'Pid'ly eoming upon them. But 
the one thing that would have saved them, that would 'have restored their 
political influence and g.iven them a 'divinely appointed place among the' naltions 
was the olle thing they refused to do: they refused to hear the Word of the 
Lord, and to obey His voi'ce at the mouth o'! His prophets. They liad: Ibecome 
perverted; they laughed at. the W'ord of the Lord; they said, The days are 
prolonged, and every vision faileth. It ,j,s uBeless to Ibelieve what the pro·phets 
say, to depend UJpon any divine revelation. Look after yourselves. Work out 
your own salvation." 

In such a time th·is word o'f the Lord came to Eze'kiel the !prophet. 
And t·he times t·o which this text refers were closely analogous to the spiritual 
condiition of the Church of Ch'l'ist to-day. Beyond all question we are liviollg 
in a d-ay of appallng apostasy, when ·f·rom thousands of pulpits a word 

. is ibeing spoken that would equal in its antagonism toward the Word o'l the 
Lord the worst uterances of Robert IngersoH, 'and: Voltaire, and Tom Paine. 
'l'he devil does not need men of that sort to-day, for nhe land is full of men who 
are dOing their business; but who are called Doctors o·f DivInity, and Professors 
of Theology,' and Ministers o·f the GospeL The professing church, meanwhile, . 
like Judah of old, is res'orting to a.n sorts of eXipedients in order to recover its 
failing spiritual strength. . 

11. Here .then ·is .the case descri'bed in this text, that WHEN UNlIF.J.illF 
PIU~\,AILS THE ALLEGE» UN.TltUS'l'WOU'PHINESS OF 'UlE WORn OF GoD BECOMES 

iPROVERRIAL. 'It was ·u·pon everybody's lips an Judah-the ,priests and .those who 
followed them, the ~ing upon his throne, the prince.:; who attended his court, 
and the humlblest servants in the land, they all said the same thdng: "The 
days are !pTolonged, and every ",ision faileth." Which, being inter'preted, meant, 
"You are hopelessly ibehoind the time i-f you are' .foolish enou'glr to SUlppose that • 

. God is speaking 'by the mouth of Jeremiah, or ·by any other .prophet." It ihad 
become proverlbial in Judah that the Word of the ,Lord was not to ibe beHeved, 
was not to be relied upon. !Look at the p,articular ·period to w.hich our text 
refers. It found its fulfiImen t in the d·aYB o'f Zedekialh" the last of .Judah's 
kings Ibefore the fBabylondsh captivity; and the' outstandin-g characteristic ()<f 
that period was that they mocked the Word of the Lord. 1t malttered! not what 
prophet He sent to them, "rising up ,betimes and sending," multiplying His' 
messengers 'because 'ne loyed vhe .people; caiHn-g them to repentance, threalten­
ing them with j:U!Igment, teIling them that the King of Babylon would certa:inly 
·come and carry them away eaptive into another land; declaring to them that 
'because of their .sin, God would have no pity, even on I-Lis own house, but that 
He would lPermit the stra·nger, and ·the alien to come and to ,carry away its 
precious vessels and all its ·furniture of gold and qmrn Nle ·glorious house'i,tself 
with fire, as an evidence o.f the departure M His f'avour. Although In plain 
and unmistakeaJble language .prophet after prophet warned the people 
that thus it should be, they turned a deaf ea·r to it, and refused' to hear 
one word iil'Om God. They said, "The days are prolonged, and' every vision 
failebh.---.We have heard that ,before, and we do not 'believ·e a word of it." 

During one 'Period in whicb IGod came to Jeremiah he was shut up, and 
he could not go into ~he house of the ·Lord. Therefore he sent fbr Baruch the 
scriibe, in o'bedience to the ,Lord's command, and the Lord spolte IDs words into 
the ea,r and in-to tlie heart of Jeremiah, and Jeremiah dictated the words-not 
the wor.d-that he had heard from the mouth of Jehovah to iBaruch the scrllbe. 
If you want to know what inspiration is, read ,the thlrty-s·ixt~l (!Iha,pter or 
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J·eremiah. "This word came unto Jeremiah from the·Lord, saying, Ta:ke thee 
a roll o·f a :book, and write· therein all the words that I ha.ve s.poken unto thee 
against Jodah," . . . and iBaruch wrote from the mouth of Jerem-iah the 
words of the Lord, which he had spoken uuto him, wpon a roll of a ,book." He 
actua:lIy dictated ,the words to JerelDJiah, and Jeremiah repeated God's words 
to iBaruch, and lBaruch wrote down, word for word, as the ·p·rophet got it from 
the mouth o·f the :Lord. "And J,eremiah commanded Barucli, saydng, I am shut 
up; I cannot go .into the house of ,the 'Lo·rd: therefore go thou, and read in .the 
roll, whieh thou hast written from my mouth, the ·words of the Lord 1-n the 
eaTS of the people in the Lord's house ... • He too·k the ,roll, and he read It to the 
people,. and it was repol'lted, to the .princes. and they sent for Baruch and· they 
asked him to read it ·over again. He read the roll again in: the ears of the 
.princes. and they said, "·We will surely tell the king of all these word·s." 

.so they went' and told Jeli.ofaklm, .for he was then 'king-dt was a short 
time ,before the days o:f Zedekiah; bu,t the same general conditions obtained­
and the 'king sent J.~hud-i to fetch the roU out of the scrilbe's cha·mber and· com­
manded him to read the ron in 'his. presence: "iNo";v the lcinog sat in the w,inter­
house in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before 
him. And it came to pass, that when Jehudl had read three· or ·four leaves, he 
cut it with the ,penknife, and cast. it ·into the fire that was on the hemh, until 
a:JI the roll was consumed in the fire th&i was on tohe hearth." ThJ:ee of the 
·pr'inces fiHed with alarm lilt the ·king's· defiance of God "made· inter·cession that 
he would not Iburn the ,roll: ,but he would not hear them;" and he burned the 
roll in the fire. Then God called Jeremiah &,gain. Remember, if you were to 
burn every B~ble in the ,fire to-night, th.ere· is not one s¥Hlllble· o~ all that i:s· in 
that Book tha:t is not in the mind of God: "For ever thy word is' settled in 
heaven... The scriptures were not preserved oin monasterIes; or other ea·rth'ly 
repositories, the text of" them' was, 'but .the Word ot the Lord is settled il). 
heaven! He sent ·for Jeremiah and saLd, "Take thee· again another roll, a.nd· 
wrdte in f.t all the for.mer words that were in the first roN;"· and he w·rote it 
a·glllin and the scripture was preserved'; for it was "the word of the 'Lord that 
liveth and a.bideth for ever."· . 

And what Jeli.oai-a'kdm did people ar.e d-aIng to-day, especially when they li.ave 
read three 0'1' four leaves. If some J;leople had the sense to read the whole ron 
they would not ibu,r.n it. iBut somebody has· read three or four leaves and: he 
thinks' he knows it al'1. Do not !be afraid of the critics, my friend. 'l was· once. 
I really thought they must have found a secret door somewhere, that th:ey 
su'rely .had learned somethiug that some of tli.e rest of u·s were· Ignorant of. 
The ·more I know of it the more pe1:suaded I am that the .prevaUing attitude 
to)Vard -the Wiord of God is the result,. not o.! a truer scholarshIp·, -bu.t of a 
denser spil'li.tna'l dal'kness, that it fs because "the god of thi·s world' hath blinded' 
the minds. of them that 'believe not." . 

Thus it came to, pass that in that day' the· prophets o·f the· Lond were sulb­
jected to the greatest indignity. Poor Jeremiah!! I ha·ve heard' some preachers 
say, "I am not a Jeremiah." '1 should count it the greatest honour· that God 
could confer upon any man to make Mm a Jeremiah. What was Jeremiah? 
He was Simply a: prophet who· heard the Word. O'f the iLorcl, and had the· da.ring 
to. tell· the peopi"e exactly what God had said'. That is. all. Jeremiah d!fd not 
'bring the judgments. He exerted himself to the utmost to avert them; but he 
did s·ay, "As God is. true, .if you do not. turn from your sins and [bow. Ibefore God 
and· obey His V'Oice, ,judgment will. come, and the ·ki'ng. of Balbylon wiH come and; 
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take you away." And ibecause he had the daring to 'say it he was arrested, he 
was ,put in prison, he was cast ,into the dungeon, he 'was despised and rejectcd, 
scorned and derided, and his name cast out. But iI read to you to-day, in the 
last chapter of the second Ibook of Chronicles, h()w the ,king of Ba'bylon calIllc ' 
"to fulfil the word of the Lord ,by the mouth o,f Jeremiah." Yet it had becomc 
provertlJ.ial that such judgment would never fall. And it is characteristic of our 
day a:lso, that any word, that spea:ks of judgment, which calls men to repentance, 
is made light 'of: "The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth." 

II .. iNow the q·uestion is, WHAT OUGHT OUR ATTITUDE To iBE? In these 
premises, in these ci·rcumstances, what ,ought the disciple of the :Lord Jesus to 
do in face of this 'prevailing unlbelief that is 'becoming atmoBIPheric? Men 
sneer at the Word; and it is no exaggeration to say, that it is as proverbial in 
our time, as it was a proverb in Judah, that the one thing to which no one need 
pay any attention, and which it were ·fO'lly ever' to expect to see fulfrlled, is the 
Word of the Lord. 

Well, in the first pl'1l!ce, be sure to be attentive to the Word of the LonL 
lJourself. In that very day-E·zekiel is spea,kill'g-"the word 'O·f the Lord came 
unto me saying." Ah, my Ibrother, it is possible to hea,r the Word of the Lord 
stiH; to feel what B:unyan used to calI "the goings ()f .God .llIPon our spil'its;" 
it is possi1ble to listen to the voice of divine revelation, to the voice of i.nspira­
tion, to the revelation of God recorded dn this Word. I urge upon everyone 
of you this morning, whatever else you do,' that you ibe careful to keep your 
ear open to the Word of the Lord; no matter what men may say, see that you 
give heed to the voice of His Word:' 

And you students, I w~nt you to follow me for a minute, i-f you wi'll: what 
else are you to do? Well, as you listen to the Word of the .Lord you wl11 finrl 
that the Lora knows all about what is going on; for when 'Ezekiel listened thc 
Lord said, "What is thll;t proverb that ye have in the land' o.f [sr·ael, saying, 
The days are prolonged, and every vision ,fadleth ?-IWhat is that that every 
man' is repeating Uke a. pa,rrot to his nei'ghibour? I have heard it on the streets, 
and in the temple, and dn the palace. Do the people thin'k I do not know what 
they are saying? Do they sup.pose that I do not ·know that the disregard of 
My Word has become provertbia:l? What is that ,proverob that you have down 
there, saying, The days are prolonged, and every wsion faHeth?" Some young 
man says, "iNo, si·r; :J confess I do not give as much time to the study of the 
Bi·ble as I ought to do, because my prO'fessor recommends me to read so many 
books in order that .1 may 'keep a~)reast of the time." Don't you wish that 
there were some sort of an encyclopaedda which could give you the latest 
conclusions of all the modern professors so that you cou'ld read them a:U ·in one 
boo.k? It would, save you a lot of money if you could read the whole story of 
this apostasy from 'beginndng to end, and know the heart of it, in one 'book. 
Would you Uke to do it? If so, this is ·bhe ·Book. There is not a thing which 
any ibUnded pro.fessor has ever written that is not antici.pated here. His ·folly 
is described, and his end ,is revealed. And if you want to he aJbreast of the time, 
ir you would. be prepared to meet every ·possLble emergency, to have an answer 
for every crit~cism of the Word· oil the !Lord, then read .God's Word .. Y'ou wIll 
find .that thds 'princi'ple everywhere obtains, for when you have put down the 
latest ibook written in opposition to God's Word, and you open your Bible you 
will find the B'ilhle saying, "Didn't 01 tell you that 'before, that men would say 
that very th,ing?" -I think, indeed, I can teli you where you can find it all in 
a few verses· in the third chapter of Genems. Yes, God can answer all the 
sceptical wr.itet:s of all time.in 'a few words, even as only four words were 
necessary to dispel the darlmess in the lbegiIming. Every s'olltary thing that 
Modernism has ever said is anti-cilpated in the ·flrst five verses of thc third 
chapter of Genesis: "Yea, hath God sadd ?"-questionin-g the .fact of revelation; 
"Ye shal'l not surely die"-denying the truth of revelation; "God doth ,know that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 'be opened, and ye shall ,be as 
gods, 'knowing good and evil"-"And if that !is the Word o'f God, I WOUld' not 
have such a God as that," laying its Iprotest against the very throne of ·Go.d,· 
and· attackin-g the character of God. That i.s iMooerniSID', all epitomdzed in that 
first lie of the dewl. I have often said: that he t'Old one 11e and it was so suc­
cessful that he has :been engaged in ma;kin-g new clothes for. it ever since. 
There has never Ibeen a new thing since: it is a:11 epitomized, it is summardzed 
there. And if you but hear the 'Yord of the Lord you will hear Him saying, 
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aI:I each new Ibook is issued, '~What is that 'pl'ovel'b that ye have in the land?" 
He knows all about H, long 'before the 'book is reviewed in the magazines. 

But how. shan we m,eet it!' What are you young men ·goin·g .to do about tit? 
I wish I could set this out 'before you in Iblazing letters: "TELL THEM THERE~'Onl!:, 
'rHUS SAlTH T.iIE ·Lono Goo." That is how to meet it. "They have said that My 
Word will not be fulfilled; give them more of it. Tell them therefore, Thus 
saith the Lord God·... There is nothing Idke the Word of the Lord: to meet 
modern urubelief. I have a deepenin.g conv.iction that the' Lord knows how to 
take care 0'1. His own Wlord, and that tHe is not dependent upon our reasoning, 
or upon our scholarshi.p. There is a ,pl9lce ,for the defence of the truth. I was 
greatly im·pressed in reading several chapters of Jeremiah, :including the thirty­
sixth, in the early hours this morning; it thrilled me again and again. 
Jeremiah ·seem·s to have served as a stenographer. As though God said, 
"Jeremiah, cease from argument. Listen to what ,I say to you and write it 
down. 'I wIII .tell you what to say." That is what God wants us to do. He 
said the same to 'Ezekiel: "Tell them therefore, Thus sa;ith the iLord God." "Is 
not my wora like as a fire? saibh the Lord; and Uke a. hammer that breaketh 
the rock: to pieces?" When Almightiness wields tha.t ~ord, "!I'hus saith the 
JArd',":I have seen .It smash people to ~ieces Ibefore. Do not !be afrai·d to quote 
,ScrLpture. "Oh that old-fashioned, .proof-text method, just quoting Scripture! 
Be superior to that, you must reason men into the tl'uth." Read your New 
Testament again and see how the d.ivinely inspired writers used the despised 
"proof-text method," proving every positlj'on Iby quoting Scri-pture. The first 
ch8lPter of the Epistle to the He'brews is nearly all quotations 'from the Old 
Testament. That is what we must do:~give men more and more of the Word 
of the Lord . 

. III. AND WHAT THEN WILL GOD Do? Un:belief ridoIcu'les the Word: faith 
il;l to hear the Word and declare it. And if we do it, what wHl God do? "I wHI 
make this .proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in 
Israel; Ibut say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every 
viSlion."":"-"They say, Every vision faileth, but I wi'll fulfil ev-ery vision. You' 
go and tell them that the day ds coming W'hen they will run for shelter. Tell 
them 'that the d'ay is coming when :1 will malke that proveI1b to ·cease, and no 
man in Juda.h shal1 dare to say that again, in the 'day when !My judgment:13 
are abroad." 

Th·us it was in the case of Zedekialh. If yo·1i w'ill re'ad this whole chapter, 
th'e twelfth of ·EzekJiel, at your leisure, you w11 flnd that God came to Ezekiel, 
and said, "Prepare. thee stuff for remov,ing, and remove ''by day in their sight, 
and thou shalt ·remove ·from thy IJllace to 3,·nother place in .their sight: it m'ay ,be 
they will consider, though they be a rebellious house. Then shalt thou bring 
forth thy st.uff by day in their sight, as stuff .for removing: and thou shalt go 
forth at even ·in their sight, as' they that go forth into captivity. Dig thou 
through ~he wall in their sight, and carry out thereby. In their sight shalt thou 
bear it upon thy shoulders, and' ca-rry it forth in the twilight: thou aha-lt cover 
thy face. that thou see not the ·ground: for 1 ):lave set thee ,for a sign unto thc 
·house of Israel. . . . And the prince that is among them, shall bear upon 
his shoulder in the twilight, aud 'shall ·go forth: they shaH dig through the wall 
to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with 
his eyes . . . r will bring him to Ba'bylon to the land of the Chaldeans­
mark thois-yet he shall not see it, thou.gh he shall die there. "-"Tell Zedekiah 
I will bring ·hlm to Ba'bylon, but he shall never see the city: he shall die in 
thc 'City that he has neV'er seen." They put the 'prophets in .prison ,for saying 
that; and yet 'king Nebuchadnezzar came and he took Zedekiah and he slew 
his sons before his eyes, and he gouged out the eyes· of the king of .Tuda.h and 
'bou·nd Mm wdth fetters o·f 'brass and literally took Mm into his capital city a 
bUud man,. !lnd he died in that for-off country. 

God alwa.ys 'keeps His word. When the 'People murmu.red and they asked 
for flesh and the Lord 'pr'omised it to them, !Moses said, "The peo.ple, among 
whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I win give . 
them flesh, that they may eat a whole month. ·Shall the fiocks and the herds 
be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the flsh of the sea be gathered 
together for them, to suffice them? And the 'Lord said' unto !Moses Is the 
Lord's haud waxed short? thou shalt see now whether my wor.d shaH 'come to 
pass unto thee or not."-"You challenge me, do you, M·oses? 'I will sh,ow you 
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that when I make a promise ,I can ·keep it." "And there went forth a wind 
from the Lord, and .brought quails from the sea," a.nd God kept His word. 

"Well," somebody says, "I do not hold any official position, but I would 
like to. do my part 1n proving .that ,God's Word ds true. I wish you would tell 
me something that .J can do. I wash yo'u would tell me .how ;l can have a paxt 
in this great 'battle, just to be God's instrument so that He can through me 
show lihat His iWord is true." I will give you a simple story. .There were . 
three young men in' a great city 'far a way from home, capti'Ves in a foreign' 
land. They had found favour with the king, "and the 'kiing appointed them a 
daily provisi'Dn of the king's me'llt, and of the wine which he dran·k. . . . 
But Daniel purposed in bois .heart that he would not defile himseIf with tile 
portion of the king's meat, nor with the wane which he dran'k; thetefore he 
requested of .the prince of the eunuchs that he might not deflle >himself. Now. 
God had !brought .Daniel into favour and tender love with the ·prince of the 
eunuchs. And the ,prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the 
king, who haUl aPPOinted your meat and your dri·nk: ,for why should he see 
your faces worse ldking than the chilGl'6n which are of your SDtt? lihen shall 
ye make me endanger my head· to the king." "But," said Daniel, "we are 
trusting the Lo·rd. We are dOing this in o.bedience to Him. We /believe. that 
God can maike pulse and water minister to our ·bodies just as well as the· finest 
meat from the 'king's ta.ble. Just give us ten days on pulse and water and se~· 
what the Lord does for us." "So· he· consented to t,hem in thas matter, and· 
proved them ten days. And at the· end of ten days their countenances ap.peared 
fairer and ·fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the .portion of the 
king's meat." The Lord vindicated the trust of iHis people, and the prince of 
the eunuchs had nothing more to. say. 

'We have ·been tal'king wbout the necessity of a .separated lUe, of giving 
ourselves u·p to the service of the Lord and finding all our joy in Him. But 
somebody says, "You cannot interest young people Ulat way. You cannot hold 
the inter.est of young people by purely religious services. 'lIhe church must 
provide some f·orm of 'entertainment if young .people axe to Ibe 'kept in the 
church." Our answer ds this: "We are going to prove God. We are going to 
feed our souls on ipulse and water, and keep true to 'God." Others may have 
wine and meat from Ule world's taJble; ibut we will choose simpler fare. And 
what will happen? I venture to say that our countenances wiH .be fair.er at 
the end of the time than all those who ·feed at lihe world's !banqueting hourse. 
The.principle is this: God says, "You 'Dbey My Word, and I will look after tlle 
·rest. You do what I tell you to do, and 'I will vinddcate your trust." 

And there was Peter: he tramped upon all his own .prejudices and the 
p·rejud·ices of_hiS Jewish fellow apostles and disci.ples, and he actually went to 
the Gentiles and preached the ·gospel. 'I fancy as he went--[ think we are 
justified· 'in reading !between the lines-I fancy as he went, following those m'Cll 
to Caesarea, he sadd, "·1 wonder what James will say wbout this? J: wonder 
what John will have to say? .1 expect I shall have a great time meeting the 
other apostles when they know that .1 have been preaching the gospe1 to the 
Gentiles. I shaH have my hands full explainiug my course." But he went in 
obedence to God's call; and as he preached the gos'pel the Holy Ghost fell on all 
them that he~d .the Word. ";Sut when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they. 
that were >()If the ci'l'Cumcision contended ·witll him." He told them of his 
vision, and how he oibeyed the Lord', and he sadd, "The iLord' gave them the 
Holy ,Ghost as iHe did unto us. That is my answer; that is the viruUca:tion of 
my course. I! did what God told me to d·o, and He' gave the Holy Ghost." He 
always will. He will make the prover/]) t'O cease. He wiH stop the mouths of 
the gainsayers. 

I remem/ber som'e years ago when I had been much exercised about these 
thin.gs-not an the sense of ever /being tempted ,to adopt the mod'ern view of 
the Bi'bIe-but I had been much exercised lllbout. how to meet it. I was in 
Chicago and I went to Ha·rry 'Munro's mission-the Pacific Gardens" Mission. 
I ·fo-und the :place was full of the presen.ce of God. I sat at the back, and Harry 
'Mu,nra recognized the ·friend who .. was with me, a.nd· called him up to the plat­
form. 1. went up with Mm, and' he s·aid, "P.l'aise the Lord'!' The 'Lord sent you. 
You must preach to-night." The place was fuU of "toughs," and some who had 
'been "toughs," and some who. haei spent years !behind· pr.ison Ibars. After the 
address, they told o'f what the gr.ace of God had done, and as I went a.way 
from the Mission that ni-ght-I do ·not know how many were converted, but 
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a large num,ber came forward-as [ wal-ked away from the Mission that night, 
I said to my friend, ''In the light of that, it seems a wast'e of time to read some 
'books. Don't you think when you actually come 'into the presence of God 
Himself, and the power of the Holy Ghost rests upon iHis preached Word, every 
doubt as to the inspiration and authority 'o.f the !si'ble is !burned u·p-?" And it 
is. ' I believe that In: that one respect many doefenders of the ,faith are in danger 
of failing. Those of ,us who stand for the defence of the gospel, and who 
"ea.rnestly contena 'for the faUh which was once for all delivered to the saints;" 
are ill danger of thinking that 'we make progress ,by readin.g 'boo'ks aIbout it, 
or 'by preaohing sermons rubout it, or lJ>y ar,guing about it. I am co.ming to the 
·convIction that the one way to defend the Word of God ds to live in such 
relationsh;i,p to God, that He can ·prove His own WOO'd; an,d I .believe that what 
we need to-day is more ,prayer rather than more .prea'Ching; aud possibly, less 
time spent at the study-twble and more time upon our knees .before God, crying 
mightily to God thrut He wBI 'come d,own and make the proverb to cease by 
fuI-filling His own Word . 

. I want to teB you what happened last night. We had a most gracious 
meeting of ·prayer; God, the .SpirU, was there in wonderfuL measure, and two­
thir.ds of the chairs in the front row right in ,front of my table were occu:pied 
'by men IIrnd 'bOYS. As one after another prayed, J: hear,d as I was bowed in 
prayer somebody saying, "Amen-Amen-Amen." I opened my eyes and I saw 
two boys-two 'brothers-recently converted, perfectly unconscious o-f all their 
snrround~ngs, Ibut lost in prayer, and saying "Amen" to the ,petitions of men of 
years. I told ·those :boys at the close of ·the service that their response to' the 
prayers of God.'s people ·brought an indescr~baJble !blessing to my own soul.· 

. "Tell them therefore, Thus saith the 'Lord God; -I will make this proverb 
to cease which says that young people cannot Ibe interested in Jesus Christ. I 
will make them interested in Me. I will so .fill their hearts with the Holy Spirit 
that they wiU say-

"My heart refuseth joys lilke these, 
Since I have 'known the Lord." 

W'hat shall we do? Just go on prayin·g. for a revival. I am sure it will 
" come. I.f God would honour us' iby sending it to this place--in some measure 

the !blessing is here, 'but it is only just the 'beg.inning 'Of iblessing~tf God would 
honour us 'by send·ing it to thds place, ,I thl-n:k we' would praise Him for ever. 
I wish you had aU 'been here on Thursday ni-ght. There was a man with us 
who was converted 81bout four months ago. His -little boy was calIed' sucfd'enly 
home, and: he was converted at that time. He W8JS ibaptized here; and· the 

. next week he went up to a little town several miles north of Toronto. I felt 
concerned about him, as he was only a ba'be in Christ; !but he started immedi· 
ately to work for the 1L0rd. He gathered a few people an his own house for 
prayer, and· he soon !became the centre of a prayer-circle. lLast Thursday ni-ght 
he came .to !(lur meeting and'told us of the revival that had IJ>roken out in one 
of the churches--not a Baptist church, there is no· Baptist church in the town­
and seventy had been converted. He told {)f 'One man who would not go near 
the church, and he said, "'l'he Lord g'ave me the assurance that he would ma:ke 
him oome." And He did! He said, "I enjoy the prayer-meetings, Ibut not hal'f as 
much as.1 enjoy 'praying when I am alone with God." He ·had just ,been converted 
and 'baptized when he was called out of town: "They that were scattered abroad 
went everywhere preachdng the word." And it may ;be that -God will humble 
us in the dust, that He will not give us any credit at all; -it may file that He 
will let us be His remellllbrancers; and that while we pray He will bless Ind'ia 
and China and Africa and the Islands of the sea, and no one will .know ibut God 
that we have had anythdng to do with it. Only let us 'believe He hears us. Let 
us trust Him; and 'keep on ,praying that God wiH vindicate His own Word and 
make the 'proverlb to cease. 

In the last :book of the Bi'ble w'e hear Him say, "BehOld, ,I come quickly." 
Let us answer, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." Then the pro,verlb will cease. I 
am not at all disturlbed by such publicati{)ns as the 'Method,ist church has 
issued, which say that ;Christ is not coming 'again. I know He Is coming! 
Woe be to th'Ose who have said He wHI not come, when He comes! But we 

-At the evening service, Feb. 18th, the mother of these boys was converted in answer to her 
hoys' prayers. She was baptize,\' the next Sunday evening, Feh. 251h. 
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are forewarned "That there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise lof his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the ibeginning or 
the creation." ,Such sneers have ·become proveI"biaI; but the Lord Jesus shall 
,be revealed from heaven with his mi'ghty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance 'on them that know not 'God, and that olbey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ-and then He will ma'ke the iproverh to ceaS1l. 

Therefore, let us resolve that we will coDimJt ourselves to th-e Lord; we 
will 'burn-as ,r said a couiple of Sunday mornings ago-we will burn all our 
·bridges 'behind us; we will depend up()n God alon-e, and ·wait until He shall be 
gra.cious to us. And I am sure He will honour us thus far in .permltting us to 
be used in some measure to 'bring glory to His great Name. 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The Rev. G. R. McFaul, M.A., Pastor of The French Baptist Church, Ottawa, "iII pro:ach 
Sunday morning, March 4th., and will tell us something of the work of. the Grande I~,gne 
Mission to the French Canadian Roman Catholics, most of whom are found III Quebec provlllce. 
\Ve hope every member, and particularly our new members, will endeavour to be present. Our 
annual offering for Grande Ligne Mission will be taken. Let us not forget to ask God to 
bless us in the offering. 

Dr. W. B. Riley will begin his mission Tuesday evening, March 6th, at 8 o'clock, and 
evcry night except Saturday to Friday the 16th. We propose that as many as can possibly 
do so should meet each evening in the parlo,' at 7 o'clock for an hour's prayer beforc thc 
public service. We have 10llg been praying for a flood of blessing. Already we. have received 
1I10re than manY'imagined was possible; but many are praying that God will use Dr. Riley's 
"isit to bring multitudes to Christ. 

Everybody at it.-While we trust we shall pray morc than ever, let us work as we havc 
nC"cr done in our life bcfol'e to make these services known and to br.jng men and women and 
hoys and girls within sound of the Gospel. Invitation car.ds announcillg the services are 
available at the church office for all wl,o are willing to work. 

Among the Children. God is working among the young folks. There were conversions ill 
t.he School last Sunday, ane! the Wednesday meeting last week was crowded and the Lonl 
was near. 

The Primary Class.-Last week this note was crowded out. Our primary department of the 
Sunday School under Mrs. Frcd Turney's superintendency is doing great work. The little 
ones are being taught the first principles of the Gospel from the beginning. It is a great 
blessing to be sure that in every class in the School personal' salvation through the bloo<1 of 
Christ is being taught. If anyone knows of any child of primary class age living near enough 
to attend, and will inform Mrs. Turney or the church office, arrangements will be ,na,le fur 
someone to call. . 

Doreas, Thursday, March Sth.-Will the ladics of thc church and congregation kindly 
accept this im·itation to hc prcsent at the Dorcas meeting on Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock. 
Come prepared to assist in this nlissiollary ministry hy sewing or quilting. A business meeting 
will be held at 5 o'dock when messages from the missional"ies who received Christmas boxes 
will be read. It is hopcd that this invitation will be accepted by many of the new n,e",bers 
of the church. If it is IIOt convenient to come early, make an effort to be present at the 
tea hour. Supper will be served at 6.30 to which the gentlemcn alld young people are mo.t 
cordially invited. A collection is taken at the table to defray expenses, and any surplu. 
is used in the purchase of material. 

We expect Dr. Riley will be with us to tea. Lct us h:wc a large gathcring. 
Remember!-Monthly Communion and Reception Service after. Sunday evelling service. A 

good number of new mcmbers will bc received. Be sure to be prescnt to welcome them. Don't 
forget thc ofTcring for the poor. 

m~ CltlJurtly Cltaltnbar 
Sunday. For week beginning Sunday, March 4th, 1923. 
10.OO-Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
1l.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-The Blble School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer M_ting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship-The Pastor wiIl preach. Baptism wiIl be administered 
S.30-Month1y Communion Service and Reception of Members. 

Tuesday to Friday-Every evening 7 to S prayer ill p·arl'or. 
" " to -Every evenin·g 8 o'clock Dr. W. B. Riley W1ill 

preach. 
Thursday, 2.30 to 6--Dorca's will meet. 6.30--Dorcas -tea. 

The ParUameDt Street Branch, 250 Parliament Street. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. EvangeliSltic Service, cond~·cted by W. L. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Servioe. 


