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(Stenographically reported.) 

"Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the sp",ce of three years 
and six months. 

"And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth 
her rruit."-James 5: 17·18. 

THUS the 'Holy Spirit in a few words epitomizes the life-story of one of. 
God's outstanding heroes of faith. We shall meditate this morning upon 
the 'character and career of Elijah the Tishbi.te. 

I: And· I begin with the observation, THAT IRE WAS iNOT A ISUPERMAN: he 
was "a man .swbject to 'li"ke passions as we are." We are never more disposed 
~o regard others as superior to ourselves than when we cast about to find some 
excuse ·for not following thei·r example. :It is rather an unusu&! thing for men 
to admit that there are others greater than themselves; ibut we are most of us 
ready to do so when excusing ourselves for not following in the footsteps of 
those who have ,wa:lked in the ways of the Lord. 

:Now iEJ,ijah was a man like ourselves. He wal'ked ,the common earth; he 
was subject to the same in·firmitles;· he was imprisoned. !by the S8!me circum­
stances. lHe had no greater tpOwers than we have, naturllllly; and all thai is 
recorded of ,Elijah 'is to !be accounted for on other than natural ·grGunds. T·he 
pur.pose of the 'BifbJe. is to show us what God can do, not with angel!!, Ibut with 
men. This whole !Book is written to show us that the 'grace of IGo'd can redeem 
human nature, that God can meet us In ~ll our sins and with all our weaknesses, 
and ma:1l:e saints oif us, and giants, too. Ultimately our 'Lord Himself -took on 
Him our nature; and it is said of Him that He Is "touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities," that He "was in all points tem.pted as 'We are," and that 
"in that he !limsel,f hath suffered, obein'g tempted, he is alble to succour them 
thll;t are tempted." 



II read to you the colosing verses of ·the eleventh cha-pter of Hebrews this 
morning that we might Ibe reminded of that long roU -written :by the dl~·ne 

. Spirit to record for all generations the mighty e~ploits of those who ·believed 
in God. We are told that we are "compassed a'bout with this great cloud of 
witnesses;" not merely that they wait to witness our achievements-that may 
be true, ibut I do not ·belleve that that is the ;primary meaning Qf It: "where­
fore seeing that we aIso are eOInalassed 31bout with so great a cloud of witnesses 
. . . let us ·run with patience ·f)he race that is set 'before us." And that g·reat 
cloud of witneSBes witness to the truth that God can make giants of us 
all. That is -what it is written for. "lHe left not Ihimsel'f without 'Witness." 
They are not there ·as spectators of our attempts; ,but they are there to witness 
to ·us of wha-t God can do .for men and women who will trust in Him. "These 
all havin-g oIbtained 'a good report through faith, received not the promise." 
And if you and I Uve .below our !privileges, the eleventh chapter of iHeibrews 
wlll condemn us at the jud·gment; for ·what God did for those men of old, He 
stands ready to do ifor us: what He accomplished in the life of Elijah, He can 
accol'Jlplish in your life and mine, .if we are ready to. Sou:bmit to Him. There· 
fore my story this morning has to do with a man Uke ourselves, and the story 
is written to magnHy the grace of our G:ad. 

II. Observe, therefore, that ELIJAH 'LIVED IN A DAY WHEN IT WAS NOT 
EASY To iSERVE Goo. Ah8Jb was 'UJpon the throne: "there 'Was none 'like unto 
.A!h3lb, which dId sell hi·mself to work wickedness in the sight o.f the 1L0rd, 
whom Jezebel his wile stirred up." The court set the .fashion in religiQn, and 
the overwhelming majority of 'People followed the religiOUS fashions o-f the 
day. The wOrB'hl!p o-f Baal and o.f :Ashtoreth Ibecame !pOIJiU'lar, and 'before the 
eyes of the mass of the .people there was no fear of God. The prophets 
of Baal were many, and the terror of the ,king was 'UJpon the hearts 
of those who really 'desired to serve J·ehovah .. Notwit~standing the difficulties 
o-f the time, however, Elijah the rI'ish,bite remained· absolutely true to God. lHe 
is one of the outstanding .figures of aH history, one of the mi-gthtlest men who 
ever lived, one of the ibri'ghtest Ughts that ever shone for God, and, he lived 
in one of the darkest days the wOl'ld has ever 'known, And that is God's way . 

. He laId His hand upon !Noah and saved him in a terrilbly tCorru·pt a.ge; He laid 
tHis hand. up:On A'brSlham, of whom I was speaking a few !Sunday mornIngs 
.ago; how marvellously He sustained· Joseph eyen in a heathen country! He 
. found iHis man to accomplish His g.reat miracle, and to set up a standard of 
what God could do, in the court of Pharaoh, where God was uniknoiWn,-He 
found :Mos~s and called him to Ibe His instrument; and when unbelief pre­
vailed among the peop~e of ·Israel for forty years, he 'kept alive the faith of 
Joshua and of CaIe·b. . 

.1 have had to do with our Home Mission work for a good number of years. 
We. have had ibefore us in time past again and again the story of· some little 
country:church-a church .that perhaps seemed to Ibear no fruit through many 
years, a. church whose mem·bers for the most !part seemed to be spiritullllly 
dead; and yet when we consid·ered the advis81biUty of closin·g that church, we 
found right in the wilderness some Caleb standing out. "Ah," we have said, 
"there is a man or a woman in that chur·ch who is one of the nOiblest Christians 
you can find on earth to·day." Apparently wIthout any human heI'P, Uke an 
oasis in the 'desert, or like Gideon's fieece, wet with the dew of heaven, when 
everything else was d.ry, that one jperson or ·family stood forth as a witness 
·for God·. God has a way of savln-g somebody, and maintaining his faith, and 
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huilding him up in Christ when there seems to be nobody round a.bout him 
to help h'im. I could go on down the roll and remind you of the th·ree Hebrew 
child.ren in ·Ba.bylon, with no :prayer-meetings except such as .. they had them­
selves, no help of any sort, but who stood 'and said·, ·'Ou·r God whom we serve 
is a'ble ,to deliver us . . . ·but if not, 'be it known unto thee, 0 king, that 
we wiH not serve thy gods, nor worshi·p the ima,g8 which thou hast set llIP· 
We can die, ibut we will !be true." The same was true of Danie,I. Why do I 
say this? iBecause it is not easy to serve the Lord to-day .. [t never was easy 
as ,far as ['klliOw. 'Per:ha.ps it is a little more d,ifficult now. But we are dis­
posed too often to put the reSIPonsilbility ·for our SlPi,ri,tual state upon our cir­
cumstances, and to justify ourselves 'by saying that we h'ave ,been driven into 
a corner' with nobody to help us. 'A woman says, ."My husband does not fear 
the !Lord;'~ or the children say, "Mine is not an household of prayer;" or 
parents Icomplain tha.t they are distractM :by the ,ch.ildren; or some' young man 
says, "It is hard to. serve God in the place where I work." We can all find 
excuses; but [ il'emind you this morniug that God can raise up an Elijah side 
Iby side with Ahab. He ·can make a man "·grow Uke a cedar in !Lebanon," under 
the shadow of. an accursed JezebeI. Therefore, if we are not g,rowing, do not 
'blame the times, nor ilie ·circumstances. There must be some other reason for 
our s.piritual declension. 

III!. WHAT Is THE EXPLANATION OF THIS REMARKABLE CHARACTER? 

P&ha.ps it was his mot-her? perhaps it was his father? How would y.ou 
write the biography of ,Elijah? That is where we usullilly Ibegin: we want to 
know where he was ·born; to know somethilllg albout the in·fiuences whiClh were 
cast albout him in the days of his youth. ,Sometimes j[ think !We ID"lIIke too much 
of what we caU the formative period. There is not any .period when the 'Lord 
cannot !form a man if He wants to. He can make a saint of an octogenar~an. 
The modern lSunday-Sooool idea is that if you are not saved when you a·re a 
lIttle boy, or a little. ,girl, you cannot 'be saved at all. iI grant you, we should 
by all means seek to 'bring ,the children to Christ; there are speclal advantages 
in remembering our iCreator in the days of our youth; /but ,let us set no limH 
to the power o·f God. Where did, Elijah come from? What aJbout his father 
and mother? The -Holy ,S'pirit tells us the story of a life in ·tlhis "case without 
telling us anything IIIbQut his father aud ,his mother. For all we know he 
might have ,been Uke Melchisedec, without .father o·r mother, except that the 
Word of ·fihe Lord says he was "a man s~bject. to Uke !passions. as we are." 
"Elijah the Tishibite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead:" that is aU we iknow 
a.bout him. iNo; is !Was not 'Elijah's father nor his mother who made him what 
he was. It is a ·great thing to !have a Ohristian heritage. ,some of us ought 
to 'be hum'bled that we are not ibetter than we are. We ihave had Christian 
iOofi,uences surrounding us ,from our youth up; we have had every opportunity. 
to !be true Ohristians; but if there is any man or woman here of whom that is 
not true, this story affords hope even for you. 

There is an eltiplanation of this extraordinary ·character. I ·wonder where 
he lived? He was "of the inhrubUants (lof Gilead." What was his' address? 
Tihis was his a-ddress: "As the Lord God ~f ,Israel liveth, :before whom I stand." 
Whoever would find 'Elijllih must address !him, ":In care of Jehovah"! That 
is the eXiplanation. And the man who stands ibefore God 'Can stand :before 
anyjbody. ;Is that where you 'live? Where do you Uve ,Elijah? An-d 'he' 
answers, "As the Lord ,God of iIsrael liveth, ibefore whom iI stand."-In the 
iNew Testament, "AJbide with me." That -is ,the :privilege, my friends, of aU 
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of us. We may not be a'ble to choose where we shaH live in the city; we may 
not have a mansion we can cal1 our own; we may have to sing, 

"No foot of land do I possess; 
No cottage in this wilderness," 

and we may not ibe able to help ouraelves in this respect; ibut everyone of us 
may enjoy ·E1ijah's. privilege. It· is our privilege to enter into the holiest. of 
3.\1 through the Iblood of ,Christ so t.hat we may stand 'before ·God; and having 
taken to us "the whole armour of God . . . and lhaving done al1, to stand," 
if need. 'be. before Aha'b. "Is that where you IIve?-"J3efore ·God"? It is our 
'nrlvilege to Live in the heavenly !places.-"O Zion, that Ibringest good tidings. 
get thee un into the high mountain."-get thee, ·UJP. UD. up! That.is where we 
nill!'ht to live. "!Before whom I Rtand." You can afford to Ibe ilOlorant of a 
man's lTledig·ree If you know that about him. that he stands 'before God. :r do not 
('lirA whether you 'belong to one o.f the old ·families or not; J: do not care who 
your father or your mother was: the grea.t and imf1)ortant consirterat.inn is 
whether we are ·standin-I!!' before God and 'living our lives ibefore Him. Tb"rp. 
then. is the story ·of. t.hls ordinary man; that Is the explanation of. all that 
follows-"SIIl!b:lect to 1!lTe mtsslons .as we 1I.re." living .in .A!hab's da.y Wlhen' 'l.11 
the tides of life werp agllinst him. and wouId have swept him away from hili' 
f'lllp.l!:ian~e to God; he stands out on the page of Ihlstory because he. stood 
before God. 

I am ,glad to have hpre on .Sund·ay morning many young men. week iby 
"'eek. who l1ave the Jl"IiniRt.rv in view. The 1L0rd bless you. my Ibrethren. You 
are undertaking tbe iheavie!lt task that any man can ;possi'bly undertake; and 
ynll are IPrepa.ring your!'<elveF! to preaeh the gosnel fit a Uml'! when it is very 
difficult to :nreRCh It. .And.I should Uke. if ;r may 'be nermitted to do so. out 
n·1: a few veal'S of pxoerience. to give' you this little 'bit of advice: wha.tever 
!:'Ise may ihp. true of yOIl. wh:l.tever your circumstances. to whatever ch:urch you 
may be' called. whether it 'he to a large snhere or a smaller one. ma:ke 'this your 
RllDreme determinlltion. th~t. you will seek to minister to others as you come 
from the presence ~f nnlt Himsel.f. Whatever your standing 'before men mA.YO 

be. see that you stRnd 'hefo-re -God; and I"f you do that. you need . have little 
concern albout. other matters. 

IV. It is also sairZ of F.lijah that "he pralled." Prayer-meetin/!'s are for 
women in some plfl~es-nnt In .Tarvis ,Street. (!From the andien·ce. "~raise the 
Lord!") Brother 'Frflser d·oe.q not mean that women do not come. they ·do. bllt 
we do p·raise God that ,!!,reat numbers .OJf men 'l'ejoice in the ihour of 'Prayer. 
But if you had Ibeen writin.g the story of. 'Elijruh .. tbis man who is H·ke an oa'k.­
YOll ~now God grows His greatest oaks on the stormy side of the mountain 
always. where they a.re exposed to the fiercest winds that blow: that is what 
makes them what t'hey are-1but if you had been writing the story of Elijab. 
you would· <proba,b!y have sketohed him as a mighty man. a heroic spirit. a 
fearless exponent of the tl'uth. a man of marvellous elonuence. a man 'wielding 
~ t.remendous influenre over his feHows. What a sulbject .for a human bio­
f!rAT'hy--,EUjah! I th.ink I could write a good story of Elijah myse!,f; 'but we 
have none of us learned the art of. conltensation as we see it exemlDlified in this 
.verse; for the ISpirlt of God writes His story in one word: '~E1ijah prayed." 
The outstanding. distinguiSlhlng character.ist.i<c ·of this man was that "he 
prayed;" and when yo.u say that of a' man yo.u have eJCplained every wonder 

that may cha.racterize his career. Ananlas said concerning' Saul of Tarsus, 
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"I have heard 'by many of this ·man, 'how much evil he hath done to ·thy saints 
at Jerusalem: and here iIle hath authority from the chief priests to lbind all 
that call u.pon thy name." 'What was 'God's answer? 'He said, "Behold, he 
prayeth." He was learning the ·first and last great lesson of a successful Ufe, 
"he prayeth." ''Elijah prayed." 

But what doe!! f.t mean to pray' We think of prayer as an excursion to 
the ma,rket with an empty !basket: th!lt is the idea we 'have, people coming up 
to the place of 'prayer as the so~s of Jaco!b came to Egypt, with their empty 
sa:ck:s, coming to the storehouses to get somethfng. And when we 'begin to 
pray we ask the Lord to O'Jlen the heavens and send down the rain, so that the 
earth ·may ''ibring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 'bread 
to the eater." Not thus d.id Elija·h ,pray. He prayed "that is might not raf.n." 
I wonder if Elijah knew what 'he was 'praying tor when he prayed thus? I 
do not suppose 'he knew the end from the 'beglnnin·g. Some cburch is going 
to have a 'lew weeks' evangeUstic services, and they decide to have a week's 
meeting ·for 'prayer in 'Preparation. The people gather and RSk the ILord to 
open the wlnd,ows of heaven 'and 'Pour them out a blessing. Elij8lh prayed for 
rain at last, ibut not at first. "He eprayed," and his prayer. was the preparation 
for further prayer: "he 'Prayed earnestly that it mi'ght ·not rain." ,Prayer Is 
not an hour's exercIse; prayer 'is a campaign; prayer is an expedItion into the 
enemy's 'country; prayer Is a career; iprayer, is a Ufe's discipline. EUjah 
prayed: not for an hour, not for a day, not for a year only. He was a man of 
prayer. He stood before God. He prayed always. We need to do that, to 
pray. "that it .might not rain." I wonder i·f some 'of you remember how in 
years gone !by we prayed in this 'Place that the 'Lord would not send 11S a 
blessing 'untit" He ccmld send :It In His own way; that 'He would not 'Permit 118 

to ha.ve success until He ·could send it to 'liS in a way that would ,be glorifying 
to Himself. Ellj.ah ·prayed. and he said. "Not yet Lord, no rain yet. Lord shut 
ll'P the 'heavens, Jet there iIle neither ·dew nor .rain these years, ibut according 
to my word." EUjah ·prayed! And so the prayer-meeling is to last from 
eight to nine! I,f the :Lord would iIle good enough to withdraw at nine' o'clock! 
T am not .pleadlng ·for lon·g IPrayers. Sillort prayers, so-ca.lled. sometimes may 
be very long, and long p·rayers may 'be very short. !But here is a prayer 
recorded that lasted no IMs than three and a hatt years. ,Elijah prayed tor 
tb·ree. and' a half yea.rs "that it might not rain:" He ipr·ayed. "Dry up every 
!brook. TJord; emnty e,rery granary; let the ganten 'be withered; let the whole 
la.nd become a wHderness. let .it not raIn until' the people come !back to God." 

It is of the very essence of faith. ·my ~rother, that we should ho.ve the 
Roirltuol dIscernment w·hich wiU recognize. as this same epistle teaehes, that 
"every good 'glft and every nerfect ·gi·ft ·is from heaven 81bove. and cometh down 
from the iF'ather 'of lights. wlt.h whom- there Is no varia'bleness. neither 
shadow ca.~ by turning." And ;Elijah said. "·TJord. I want good gifts. [ want 
ner!fect 'gifts for. tbfs n.Rtion. I want it stral·/'tht from Thy 'hand. r wa.nt to see 
them -nrostrRte 'hllfore Thee. :I want to ·hear them crying. 'the ·Lord, 'He is God.' 
And f.f need bp, let there 'be no rain for three and a half yea,rs unUl thc:1y learn 
to a.~knowJedge God." 

Bo.aJ WaEI the &un god. thf.l I!'od of na.ture. The followers of Ahah nrofessed 
that tihFlv were In 'commerce with the /lod. woho ha.d authority over the'skles: 
and EIi.1ah prayed that God w01~ld chaZlen,ae an fa.l.~e fJoc'ls. -He ,prA.ved tha.t 
Gil" woulfl ;prove that "the Lord 'he Is God: there is none else beside him:" 
f1.nd tlla.t He would of Himsel·r. by His outlltretr.l1ed a.rm. 'MIt an end -to the 
terrible ll.'Oostasy that was wasting the land. "He :prayed." Perhn,ps tr we 
were to Jlra.y even more than we 1)reach we might' have sUll greater results. I 
feel it in my heart again and again -to pray--:anlf. I ~now many of you also pray, 
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that ·God will arise and Dlead His own caUse, that He wlll Hitnself prove thai 
the Bi'ble is true-and iRe will! 

But, whataJbout Elijah? Doe8 it C08t anything to pray like thatf Some­
body would say, "How foolish Elijah was! .He m'ight have ·been the klng's 
prime minister if he had only had sense enough to keep in wUh the court. 
He was the sort of man that Jezebel would have delighted to honour, if only 
he had ibeen more diplomatic, so ·as to. have maintained friendly relations witu 
the queen. He might have sat at the royal Ibanqueting ta'ble, whereas now he 
ilees for 'his liofe, hides away ,from the ·king." How are you getting along, 
Elijah? "Oh, the ravens come to see me every day. rrhey :bring me 'bread ana 
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh. in the evening." And someboay 
remarks, "Poor Elijah! and so you have come to that, have you? Instead ot 
being associated with the ·kiI;lg and all the royal courtiers, you have actually 
come down to that----.keepill!g com!pany, not even with doves, but with ravens." 
I believe he would have said, "But it is a fine mea:l they !bring me. I wish you 

. could sit down with me to breakfast sometimea Wlhen the ravens have ·brought 
me ·bread and l1esh. iIt is plain fare, \but it is served with some sort of a 
heavenly sauce, there is a'bout it a ·kind of heavenly flavour that you never 
could taste in the 'banqueting house of J'ezebel and Aha:b. 'I would rather have 
dinner provided for me ,by the rayens t;.han 'by liveried servants of the 
court any day." Do you 'know what it means to ,be supplied 'by the ravens? 
But let us qUestion Elijah ,further: Are you still living ;by the .broo·k, EliJah? 
"No; the brook dried up, and I !Woved Iby divine direction to a place called 
Zarephath." All'd hdw are you getting alon·g there? "-1 found a hum'ble widow 
there, just a 1P00r woman." And the cynic answers, "And do you mean to say 
that you, Elijah, have no companion but iii poor widow, and that you are 
dependent upon her meagre hospitality? What a tragedy! !How .foolish you 
were to ,pray yourself into a pOSition like that!" But the great prophet wo~ld 
reply, "But she Is a wonderful cook. She made me a ca;ke the other day, and 
[ never tasted anything like it. It was angel's ,food; and I have proved, down 
at the ,brook, and in the 'widow's house at Zarephath, that the Lord God of 
Israel still liveth, and ibefore Him I still stand. I am, indeed, .at the Iring's 
'banqueting taJble, and I still have the illest of company, Ibecause I .brea·kfast and 
dine with the King every day." 

You can afford to 'be unpopular with men, if you stand 'before God. .:r want 
to ,put this sermon into The G08pel Witne88, and to send U over the land: I 
want to ,give a word of witness in the name of the Lord: There are peop,le who 
are afr~id to cross the threshold of Jarvis ,Street Church; there are ministers 
who could scarcely sleep at night if they ·knew that -it was known to certain 
people that they had 'been to hear the !Pastor of Jarvis ,Street Chul'ch. There 
are influences which have put terror .into the hearts of some people; but I say 
to all our friends who S1hlllll read these words when they are printed that we 
are !perfectly happy with the ravens and the widows,-and with God 'besides: 
"The Lord God of Israel liveth, illefore 'whom we stand." Our God will vindi­
cate our course. He is doing it, and He will do .it .in still 'larger measure in His 
own time and in His own way. 

For a iong time Elijah apparently hacZ n01l0a1l to help him to pray. There 
were, as he later discovered, a lot of !people !praying secretly; ;but this is not 
the story of a prayer-meeting: it.is an example of the power of secret prayer. 
I was· struck with a remark a Ibrother made 'in the prayer-meeting last night .. 
He said that w·hen we pray !publicly, we are more or less sulbject to external 
influences, we are !praying 1n the hearing of each ollier; ibut when we pray 
'privately, when we enter into our closet and shut to the door, we are just 
bearing ,witness to God. That was t;.he secret of Elijah's ,power-not the 'prayer 
he prayed publ.icly, there is a record of that; ,but in the Old Testament we 
are not told that he prayed for the heavens to 'be shut ·up; the !New Testament 
interprets that flllct, and tells us that the ·reason for the three and a !half years' 
drought 'was that Elijah prayed. 

LElt me enter a plea, therefore, for more private !prayer. Let us not have 
less pulblic prayer, 'let us continue to come together as we do, 'but let us each 
be a'ble to say, "As the 'Lord God of ,Israel liveth, 'before whom I stand." Let 
us get power there. . 

V. .:r have time for only a word or two on thi8 further point. "Elijah 
prayed." Very Well, what else? "He prayea again." He prayed that bleSSing 
might not come until it should come in God's way. .And ·then at last "he 
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prayed again" and jt rained. You are just as familiar with the story of the 
second prayer as !I am:, and I have no new ·thing to say wbout it, ibut only to 
remind you of it. What did that further prayer invoZve' [t involved the 
restoration of the altar that had been lira-ken down. It involved the offering 
of sacrifice to God. It involved on 'Elijah's part a ,pu!blic avowal of his wbsolute 

• confidence in God. iHe is a heroic figure, a wondel'oful figure, when he comes 
to Olbadiah and declares that he ·will show himse!Jf to Ahab. Obadiah says, 
"There is no country in which the 'king has not looked for thee; and If I go 
and report that thou art here, if ,I say, Sehold, Elijah is here, it shall ,come to 
pas.s as soon as :1 am gon~ from thee, that the .S·pirit of the Lord shall carry 
thee whither I :know not; and so when I come and tell Aha'b, and he cannot find 
thee, he shaU slay me." "INa," sai-d Elijah, I -wilt shew myself to Ahalb this day. 
Does Ahab thin:k I have been aif.raid of him? Does Ahalb imagine that .J have 
not come into his august presence :because I have been afraid of him? I am 
standing 'before God, and there is nothing under the -stars that J: am afraid of. 
I will surely shew myself to A,hab to-day." And he did. He· summoned the 
prophets of Baall; he restored the 'broken altar; he put the sacrifice upon it. 
And mar·k this! Elijah destroyed aZZ his 'bridges, he left no way of retreat 
whatever; he was so absolutely sure of His God that he said, "1 have come to 
the .place now where I will stake all upon God's faithfu'lness. ,I will challenge 
God: the God that answereth .by fire, let him iIle God." . 

I wonder if .J may venture to suggest what has :been in my mind ,for years. 
I a,m going to let you into a little secret. Very dear friends of mine said to 
me in time pd.st, "Do you thin·k it is worth while? Do you not thin·k it would 
be easier if you were to withdraw instead of ibattling your way thr().ugh in 
Jarvis Street Ch'urch." I will tell you what I said to them. [said, "No, I am 
very tired of it all; but il am gOing to prove, as God helps me, that it js possibte 
even in these degenerate days to ,put into practice tlhe principles of the New 
Testa.ment; and we will have a New Testament church on the corner o·f Jarvis 
and Gerrard Streets, or, so far as I am concerned-, nowhere. We will prove 
that this thing can Ibe done, and that it can be 'Ilone here." ([s that how we 
are praying?' II think if is. I thin:k ,we have comoe to that place now Wlhere we 
can say, ''The God that answereth 'by fire, let him ,be God." We have no 
elaborate plans; we have no wealth; we have no skillin organ-ization; we have 
no learning and no eloquence, and no u.p-to-dateness; we are just as old 
fashioned as the Bi,ble. lMen may call us what they li'ke; our one great prayer 
is ·this: "The God that answereth 'by' fire, let him !be God." We want God to 
show what He can do right ·here with people who will trust Him. (1 trlUst we 
are restoring the 'broken altar; for if we are you know !What the ;result must 
be, ·how at last the fire came. The fire came before the rain! The fire aliWays' 
comes Ibefore ·the rain. The ·fire must come to burn lliP some things. Tlhen 
Elijah stiH ·prayed. After the people had said, ''The ·Lord, he is the God," he 
began to pray, and he prayed again, and again, and a.gain, until a cloud the 
size of a man's hand appeared. Then he sent word to Ahalb: "·Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not." iHe said-, "There is 
the so·und of a:bundaIl!ce of rain." And you know how the rain came, and the 
drought was ended. 

May we not be used of God ind.ividually and ·collectively in just the same 
way? God stin answers by fire; and He stiZZ answers 'by rain. He is still able 
to ipour out a. deLuge of Iblessing. -Let us continue to wait upon >Him until the 
blessing shall come. 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
The Dorcas Society will meet Tlhursday, Fehruary 22n-d, at 2 p.m., for 

work. A large attendance is requested. It is thought wise, ciwing to the 
prevalence of ,flu, to d.ispenose wibh tlhe usual Dorcas Tea. The ladies who come 
to work in the afternoon, and WIllo desire to remain for the Prayer Service, 
could bring their lunch and tea will be served to -them. 

For Young Men and Young Women.-There are two of the many classes 
ill the Bible SClhool ItO which we caB special attention. The class for young 
men is taught ,by Mr. Wm. Fraser. He ~s a diligent student of the Word of 
God, and is -gifted with unusua-l spiritual perception. Those who attend his 
class will find .the Bi,ble is allowed to speak for itself, and they will find the 
Word ·speaking to heart and consci·ence. Many 'have received greatt blessing 
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under his teaching, and we urge all young men of the congl"egation who are 
not engaged in teaching t<hemselves, to avail themselves of .the opportunity 
to spend an hour in Bible study under Mr. Fraser's leadership ev:ery Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Class for Young Women is ·taug>ht by Miss Violet Stoakley, who has 
proved a great inspiration to the young ladies of 1he church. In this class the 
young ladies receive sound Bi·blica.J instruction, and not a few have been 
converted. Young women who would receive a good grounding in the 
essentials of the Christia.n faith are urged to ·become members of this class. Or 
if there are some who desire to take unconve·rted .young women where they 
may know Wlhalt to do to be saved, they could not do better thllln to bring 
them to this class. All young women are invited. 

It must be exceedingly gratifying to the church mem.bership, that these 
two c1a-sses, like the general Bible Class taught by Mr. Symt;, of which we 
wrote last week, are taught under the direction of leaders whos·e one object is 
fir.st to ,bring their sbholars to Chrust, aJnd then to inspire them with a love for 
the word and will of God. In bObh those c1ass'es during the past year there 
have been conversions, and both have led persons inlto the membership of 
the church. 

The Ministry of Our Printed Page.-Every week ·brvngs us new sub­
scripbions for The' Gospel Witness, or some contribution to its funds. Last 
Sunday morning a good friend of our work put a cheque for $50.00 on the 
plate for The Witness fund. We need cont·ributions to this fund. If every­
one who reads this who has received 'profit from these pages and who can 
afford to do so would send a minimum of one dollar as a .thank-offering, 
how happy we should be! The collect.ion taken Tuesday evenings, with the 
proceeds from the sale of the lectures, is just about coveri.ng the expense o·f 
publication of the leotures. For the information of strangers we announce 
that copies of The Witness (five cents ,each), or of any or aU of Ilhe lectures 
(ten cents each) may be obta.ined at the Church office. This week we received 
a letter from New Zealand express~ng gratitude for The Witness, and the 
weekly lecture also is going to many ou.tside of the dty. 

Last Sunday evening three men came boldly ,forward during 1he service, 
and before f,he service closed testified to having been converted. Last Tues­
day the Lecture Hall was filled for the lecture and t·he Lord',s presence was felt. 

Next Thursday evening the monthly Ibusiness meeting of ,the church will 
be held, at which the l"esignation of certa.in trustees of Jarvis Street will be 
submitted, and their successors will ·be appointed. A'nnouncement of this 
meeting will he made at both services on Sunday, in obedience to the require­
'ment of Ilhe trust deed of t<he property. 

Let no one forget that whatever blessing ha·s come to JaT\~is Street 
C~urch has come in answer to prayer. Therefore of all our activities, the 
m!nistry of prayer in public and 'private is by f.ar the most important. Prayer 
WIll not spread;. but rat,her prevent the flu. Therefore come Saturday and 
ThursdaY.to pray. 

Bible Lecture Tuesday, 7.45. Subject: "The Gospel in Joshua and Judges." 

."t cnlpttt., cnalmbar 
Sunday. For ~he week beginning Sunday, Februarv 18th, 1923. 
lO.OO-Prayer Senice in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
10.30--Monthly Communion Service. 
1I.00-Pablic Worahip. The Pastor will preach. 
3'()0-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00--Prayer Meetinc in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship-The Pastor will preach. Baptism will be admini.tered. 

Tuesday, 7.45-Prayer, followed by the sbeth Bible Lecture by the Pastor, 
on ''How to Study the Bible." 

Wedneaday-Junior Service, 7.15. 
Thuraday and Saturday, 8 o'clock, Meeting for Prayer 

The Parliament Street Branch, 250 Parliament Street. Sunday: Bible School. 
. . 3.00. Evangelisltic Service, conducted by W. L. McKay. 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 


