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(Stenographically reported) 

"Full assurance of faith."-Hebrews 10: 22. 

W
HAT ~s "fu,u assuran·ce of faith"? At the 'Close :of a service last week in 
Minneapolis, a lady asked that she migiht spea;k WJith me. IShe said, "I 
am troubled about ·the question of faith. [have no assu·rance. So ,far' 

as I know, 1 bel1ev~the gospel; I believe the Bible to Ibe the Word of God, and 
that .oh~ist died llor sinners. I try to believe in Him; ,but I !have no assurance 
that I am ·saved." Allid then, not ,in a critical way, ibut a:lmost in a.nguish, she 
said, "Wlhy don't ,they tear U 'all to pieces before ou~ eyes, ·s'o that we can under
stand it?" I saId, "What do you mean? Tear what .to pieces?" "Tear fai-th to 
~ieces; ana.lyze it; show us what it is, so that we may know. W'hy don't min,is
ters do that?" 'l'hat is ,what I want to try to do this evendng-just tear it all to 
:pieces !before your eyes, dn or·der that we may ·see of what faith is composed; 
in what it consists; ihlO'W ~t originates; where faith !begins; and· whether it is 
possdble for a man to make himself beHeve. 

I. The "full assurance of f·aith"-WHERE IS THAT TO COME FRO:lI? "By 
grace are ye saved th~ough fllllth; and that not of yourselves': it is the gift of 
God." In what sense is it the gift of God? How may it ibe obtained? How may 
1 possess it? How may 1 get this t'hing that i·s l-nddspensable to salvation? 

Fai,th i's allways liJeg10tten of its OIbject. TIle man w!ilo believes Is not to be 
pra:ised for 'believing. FaUh is the offspring of truth. T.here ds nothing to do 
with the tl'uth Ibut believe it. You can no more compel y(mrself to ,believe than 
you can compel yourself to .Jove. How -does love .come? We cannot understand 
it, how -th~ emotion of the soul is generated, 'how it goes .out after another. 
You cannot make a flower gl'low; but YOU can let the suuJIight shine upon it, and 
remove all obstructions to -t'hlllt Ufe-giving ~ay, and the flower will grow of itself 
'-the flower will answer the appeal of the sun. Faith is .the soul's response to 
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the truth. Jesus said, "1 am. the way, the truth, and the life". Faith is ''the 
gift of God" in th·is sense, that it lIs the sowl's respcmse to the dIvine ~elf-'dis
dlosure. Faith can never rest upon whBlt 1 discover 8100Ut God, nor upon what 
1 thin'k 1 discover a'bout Him: faith willi. rest always upon what God reveals of 
Himself. You cannot trust a man from a mere passing acquaintance with him. 
It lis only by the acquaintance and companionsi1Jip of yea'rs that you come to 
'know whether he is truSotworthy;. and it is for 'him to make you believe in him, 
not for you ,to make yourself ·believe in him; he must prove hImself to ,be trust
worthy. Faith, 1 98.y, is always ,begotten of Us object. 

How can 1 !believe the Bi'ble, for instance? .Brow ·can you make yourself 
,beJ.ieve it? Keep company with it. Do not. argue about it; !live wUh the Bible. 
You wioJI discover it to be the vadce 'Of Truth; an,d your heart will leap o~t in 
'answer to ·it. Faith is "the gUt of God." If tihis iBible !be 'inspired: of the iHoly 
Gh'ost, as we are sure it is, it wHllbe the voice of Truth to y.our ·soul; and as ~t 
spea.ks your soul will answer. 

Faith, <t.hen, originates not with the one who believes, but with the One 
Who is ,to ibe believed. Hence, it is "the gift 'of God." 1,t de as Jesus Ohrist :reveals 
Himself to the soul one is enwbled, to :believe. If YDIU ~eep comopany wi th this Book, 
you will find Him here; you wHI ,find Him speaking to you w.ith the voice of'au1!hor
ity. 'How did Nathanael rome to believe in Jesus? ",Philip ,fill'dieth iNathanael, 
and saith unto ,him, We have found him, ,of whom Moses in the law, and the 
·prophets,.did· write, Jesus' of Nazal'eth, the son of Jose·ph. And Nathanae} sa;id 
unto Mm, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip sBlld unto 
him, Come 'and see." And, wise man that he was, he d·id not argue with 
Nathanael about the posaoi1bntty of good! 'bein:g found in N·azareth; but bad'e him, 
"Come and see"; and even as he approached the great Prophet, He said, seeling 
him coming, "Behold an IsraeHte 1ndeed, in whom is no gui,le! . Nathanael saith 

. unto him, Wihence knowest thou iIIle? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before 
that Philip called thee, when tillou wast under the dig tree, 1 ·saw thee. Nathanael 
answered and saith 'unto hlim, Rabbi, thou art the !Son IQf ,God,; th'Ou art the 
King of Israel." What made him. beJ.,ieve? Find -the an·swer ,in the fourth chap
ter of John. Jesus said to the woman at ,the well, 'IGa, caB ·thy husband, and 
come hither. The woman answered and said, 1 'have no hUSIband. Jesus said 
unto her, T·hou hast well said, 1 have no hus'band." You know the story. "The 
woman then ,left 'her water-pot, and went her way into the city, and' saith to the 
men, Come, see a man, which told me all thling·s that ever 1 did: ds not this the 
ChT·ist?" Who made her believe? She did not make hel'Self ibelieve. But JetruS 
C'OiIIl:peJled faith Ibecause He showed Himself to 'be ·tille Truth. They said to the 
absent man, '"We have seen the Lord. But he said unto t'hem, 'Except, 1 shall 
see in 'his hands the .print of tIle nails, and' put my finger linto the print of 
·the nalils, 'and thrust my hand into his side, 1 wHI not ,beldeve." When on a 
Iater occasion, Jesus sai-d', "Reach hither thy finger, and 'behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy !hand, and thrust it illito my side: and be not faithless, but 
'beHeving", Th'omas dId not do the vU1)gar tbing 'he 'had 'Proposed, ibut answered 
and said, "My Lord and my God." Read the story 'Of ,the resurrection again. 
Did any:body beI!leve that Jesus was risen because the angeJ.s said so? Not one. 
DId anybody 'believe !that Jesus was risen 'because tIile 'niscip'les satd so? Not 
one. In the eveni.n,g time 'Of that first ·d'ay, two of them -were' on the way to 
Emmaus, and they were telling the story of will·at they 'had heard; that Bome 
had seen a visi'On of angels, which sa·id· tha,t he wa·s 'alive; and· that certain 
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women wblich were early at the sepulChre found not his ,body:' But not one of 
them !believed frmn. hearsay, nor 'until Jesus lHf.mself drew near: "And it came to 
pass, as 'he sat at meat .wIth them; he ·t~k bread, and ,blessed, it, and :brake, and 
gave .,to li:hem, And their eyes were opened, and tlhey knew ;HIm." And ·they 
rose up ·tl1e same ih;O'ur, and re'tul"ned to' Jerusaijem,' to tel'l thl!l wondoous story 
that they had seen Him for Ijjhemselves, You 'cannot find out aJbout Jesus by 
read·tng a iboO'k. YOf£ must meet Him! It is !He Who begets faith. You ca~not 
see Jesus .without ,believing Him: He comes to reveal' Himself. The man who 
says, "I do no't lbeHeve; 1 cannot believe," has never yet seen 'Him for himself. 

Faith, as to its origin, othen, comes from God. -If you do not know Him; 
if you have not tlhe . "fulll assurance of fai,tIl"; do not ask me to· give it to you. 
I ()Ilnnot, 'Do n.ot ask anylbody else to glive it to you; bu't l~arn. the spiritual 
instinct of those d.tsciples who said, ".Lord, increase our faJi~h". Nobody Ibut 
·tlhe Lord Himse'J.f can dO' it, But f'aith wiLl be Increased as ,you get to know 
Him better. 

II .. In' the next place, FAITH IS iNOT AN ACT BUT AN ATTITUDE. True faith 
is never ;written 'in the past tense, Faith is a 'continlUous attitude of the s'oul 
toward God, There came a ·tlme when Judas said, "Wha't will ye give me, and 
I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 
of sHver," And he SlO'ld Him for tMrty ·Irieces of silver, Do' you suppose that 
Judas yielded to a sudden temptation? Was the ibe'trayal of Ghrist on the part 
of Judas, an act, !II.Il unrelated act, the resu,lt of a sudden dmpuilse? No, 
It was ,the culminati'On of an attitude. He had a;!ways been ·the son of perdition. 
He never u:id Ibelieve. His heart was 'closed a·gainat Oh·rist. Twke ·the other 
nota/ble instance. Was Peter's denial of Chl"ist ·an Indi'Cation 'of a settled attitude 
or was it an ·indiVidual act? Can you distinguish ·between ·an 'action and a d·is
position-an act and an attltu'iie? Peter ·in a moment of weakness denied Him, 
denied Him aga'in, and yet agaJi.n·; ,but the ·Lord turned and looked on Pete'!", and 
as soon as the iLIght Ibl'\oke in upon, ·him, he went out, and: wept hitterQy. And 
the true attitud'e of ,the soul revealed Itself; that was the real man. 

011, no, my friends; you are not to :f.O'rce yourself to an act 'Of faith to-night, 
and say, "I am saved." 'FaUh means a 'Change of relationsllip, a new dispoljlition 
toward God. Wlhen you ,look upon the frost-bound: 'earth, mantled with snow, 
its streams and its rivers ·and even its mig·hty torrents commanded to silence, 
its 'trees ,bare, ,wUh no 'sign anyw,here ;O'f vegetation, of any J:i'vdng ·thing, you 
say, "Can this :be the 'land 1 knew in summer?" But you know th8.'t when ag8!in 
t.he sun s'hines, when the eartfh comes into a new relation to the su.n, t11e seed 
whic11 is in the earth wi]ll spring up. and al:I will 'be cbanged. T,hus, converSion 
is a change of attitude toward Christ; !by sucb knowledge of Christ as 
is communicated to us by His Spiri,t we are .brought into an attJit,ude of trust, 

']II. Wllat then ~s fai,tb? WHAT AIm T1IF. INGREDIENTS OF WHImI IT IS 

COMPOSED? Can we possibly resolve it intO' its elements and examine them 
separately? A more elalborate and complete analysis would' Ibe ·possible than 
I am able to give you to·n!i'ght. I merelJ.y suggest to y()U that the first and essen
tial t11.illg in order to faith is that we repent: "Repen'tance toward God. and 
faith towa.rd ·our Lord Jems Christ". T.hat ds ,not onl1y theO'logi'l'.ally necessa'!"y, 
hut it 1.s psychologi-ca.lly necessary. You eannot !believe anything until you 
repent. Let me make ~t P'lain to Y'ou. T·here was a time wben Ahab said to 
.Tehosha,phat. "Wilt thou go with me to 'battle to Ramoth-gllead? And Je1losha-
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phat said to the kdng of Israel,' I am as thou art, my people as thy people, :my 
horses as thy hOl'ses. And Jehos-haphat said unto the .k,ing of Israel, Enquire, 
I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day. rI'hen the king of Israel gathered 
the prophets together, about foul' hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go 
against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shaH I forbea·r? And they said, Go up; for 
the !Lord shala deliver it into the hand of the k'ing." Then Jeh09haphat in
sisted that some other prophet be consulted. And MicaJi'ah the son of Imlah was 
sent for, and he 'bore a contrary witness: he said', "I saw adl Israel scattered 
upon the MBa, as sheep that'.have not a shepherd: and .the Lord' said, '!lhese have 
n'o master: ,let them return every man ·to his house in peace." And ,the king of 
Israel said unto .Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell thee ·that he wouad ·prophesy no 
good concern.ing me. but eVlil?-If:hat prophet never lets me have my own way; 
that .pr·op·het never end'orses or approves of my proposal; that :prophet always 
·says 'Don't' to me. [knew it was' us,eleas to consult him." And s·o Ahab 
believed the four hundred! .prophets instead of on·e. Why? Wlbat was necessary 
in order that Ahab should- bel·ieve ,the testimony of the .prophet of the Lord? 

It is probab'le this has a'Pp!J,jcation to some man or woman illere this evening 
who says. "I cannot believe." Ahaib seemed to have reaSoOn on his side--four 
hundred on the one hand speaking with one voice; one solitary man on .the 
other differin.g entirely from their testimony. W,hat had he to do to Ibelieve 
the four ·hundred? Nothing at all! He ·had nothing to do Ibut to go up to Ramoth 
and pro!tper as he had planned, and as 11111 the' :prophets told' him to do. What 
had he to ·do to beJlieve Micaiah's message? He had to tZesi8t from his p1trpOse; 
he hacT. to change. his 'mind; he had to be willing to ,turn right IlIbout face, and 
until he was willing to turn right about face, 'he cou·ld not .believe. 

What is repentance? I.t .I's an attitude of the wiH. What .is faith? It is an 
attitude 'of ·the will. Some man. says, "I am qu~te .wimng to ibelieve if only you 
can 'convince my Ifeason." Do not let any professor persuade you of that non
sense. because it :is not true. It is not the rea·son that needs to 'be convinced; 
nor is it. primarily, the j'udgoment that ueed·s to be informJed: it is the rebellious 
will that needs to ibe subdued; and until a man surrenders to God and is wiLling 
to let God have His way, he cann'ot ;believe. There ds the difficulty. Right 
about face--that is the ,beginning of faith. Repentance toward God, and the::!. 
faith in OUT Lord Jesus Christ. When that foundation as la'id, tJhe first element 
of faith is supplied. 

What is the next? 8elf-tZist1"Ust-the absence of sell-conjitZence-having no 
confidenoce in the flesh. Ho.w does a maJl, come to that position? The revelation 
that shows him the wlIl of God an-d the w:ickedness of his own purpose, shows 
him at tJhe same tIme the moral bankru'Ptcy of human nature. When does a 
man cease to .irust himself? mIen he knows that his prayer and his praises 
and Bible readdng and church"going and· BIll his works of righteousness are hope-. 
lessly inadequate to ·pay ,t·he debt he o()wes. Imagine a man, if you can-dt reo 
quires ·a ·good: imagination, I knrow-imagine a man rd welling in the interior or the 
German Em:pi-re, and know.ing nothin.g a·bout 'the waif. He has a great store of 
government notes laJid up, and he saY's, "I am rich and increased in ,goods, and 
have need of notihing. I am worth so m·any mdrllion marks. I think I have 
enough to keep me .for the rest o()f my life." But suddenly !he dIscovers that the 
government whose Signature ,is set to' the mar.k is 'itself :bankrupt; and when he 
emerges from his seclusion be discovers that all his wealth won't' pay for a 
postage stamp to send a :begging letter across to Canlllda to ask for bread. I 
got suC!h a le'tter the other day, and the postage on ,that ~etter ·from somebody 

:i. 

.~ 
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in Germany amounted to ten miUions of maJ'lks. I do not know haw much that, 
is. i can oo!J,nt a few ,dollars, ~ very few; lbut I do not know anY'thing about a 
"mUlion" d'O~lar!l-it is beyond me. A man struts around. and says, "I am .rich 
and lncreased in ,goods." He is proud of ibis' l'lgthteousness, iIlntil he discover.s 
that his l'ighteousness -is fUthy rags; that the good wOl'ks UIPOn which he de
pends a'l"e not the currency of the re8.!lm into which .he would enter; that he 
has nothing wherewitJh to ipay his ,bHl-that he is !bankrupt. Then he 'has no 
oonfidence in himself. 

A further step in !faith consists 'iIi abandonment to Christ. First, recognition 'Of 
the evil of my way, and turnirug right a'bout fa-ce to God's way; next, recogniti'On 
of the fact bhat my works 'of righteousness are of no avaU; and then, ;the 
abandonment of myself to :Christ. You don't get up every time you hear a fire 
bell, do you? II don't. I ddd get up one day last week ·in Minneapolis when I 
heard the /bells ·ringing; and I saw a real fiore for an hour or so. \But" it did not 
relate itself particularly to me. I was not in the ibuildilng at all. H did not 
aft'ect my fortunes in the aeast. But !if it ,taJkes ,place in your own .building, in 
your own 'house; f.f the place were all on fire, and you could not get down the 
stairway, and the firemen were to bid you jump-you would, act ~111 faith. But 
w,ho Wli'll take it? W.ho will aband:on himself to the outstretched sheet below? 
Only the man who ·knows that it is that 'Way or dea.tIh---'llhat there is' no other way, 
no .getting down the stairs, no ,getting down ,the elevator; 11'0 saIlvation lin any 
other way ,but just to lea-po lAnd when he undel"6tands that, and 8ibandons him
self to that means of salvation, he 'acts in faith; he simiply must face it. A 
number 'Of people went down on the Titanic. 'Some of them stayed too long:. 
Some of them said, ".T·hds sMp cannot sink.' :Modern s'lctll has defied 'the powers 
of natu·re; men have bunt a ship at last that cannot sink." "AJh! but you ibad 
,better get oft' into the Hfe-boat, Mr. Passenger!" 'Wo, thauk Y'OU; I am quite 
secure here." They only were saved who were convinced that the shdp was 
not unsinka'Me; and who, knowing that ,that ship was ·going !beneat.h ·the ~ves, 
-left the wreck, and, a:bandoned ,them'selves to ,t!b.e l'ife,boats. 

Willat iis it to trust in Christ? It Is to recognize !that human natuore is condemn
ed', and that lWe are really ,going down; aud, realizing .this, we leave it alJI., lellip 
toward Christ, and trust in Him-that ·is faith. iNoah exercised it. Some may 
,ha.ve said to him, ''lNoa'h, you are no.t @ioing to !leave ,these green fields, and 
shut yourself ·UJp wi·thin that strange 'buHding of yours? You are not going to 
leave bhe 'Singing of birds and the bloom~ng of fiowers', and all the glories of 
this wonderful world?" But Noah and his family walked right inside -the door 
of that house, because they Ibelieved what God said-that ·title end' of ali 1I.esh 
ibad come rbefore Him, and that ,the :onay way of 'salvattan was inside that ark. 
What is !it to trust Christ? Just to do ·that-to put no fait!b. in our prayers, or 
in anythin.g that we can ipossi:bly do, but 8ibandon ourselves ;to Oh·rist. 

Anything else? Yes. Implicit obedience' to Him. We read of "the obedi
ence of fai·th." Perlhaps someone wiLl 'Say, "That minis.ter is 'going ;to make me 
nncomfortaible to·night." I hope I may. You deserve ,it. Are you r~ady to do 
what He teUs you? Are you ready to obey Him? How ought you -to o.bey Him? 
"If thou shalt 'confess w,ith ,thY' mouth the 'Looo Jews, and shalt believe in 
thine heart .that God h,ath J"a:i'sed· Him from the dead, thou, shalt be 
saved." You ou,ght to confess Him. Are you wilUng to confess 'Hdm to-night! 
Do you answer, ''You must not as'k to'O much"? ab, no; I am not asking 
anything. I ,am !bringing you ,the W'Ord of t!he Savdour Whom you profeB6 ,to 
-tr,ust. WiU. you do as He tells you? "Well, I---!J: ask you," Will you do 'Wihat, 
He teUs you? wm you yield to Him and o.'bey 'Him? You saw ,these chiidren 
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of God 'ba,ptized' to·nig:ht. Are you willing to go d'own ~nto the waters with 
Chris-t? He ~ent down into the grave ·that you might come up in resurrection 
pawer and gLory. Are you WiUUng in a symbol, in a figure, to d'o ,the same ,thing? 
I. am on,ly 'bl".inging you the command of the Lord Jesus Chr.ist. A~e you willing 
to obey it? Will you obey Him? He requires it of you. Are you willing to 
go all the ,way wi·th Him; and eIli1:er into tlhe "fun assurance of faith?" One 
blrother, who :b.·ad long :been a ChrisMan, got up in the prayer·meeting last night 
and told us -that he had the greatest ,blessing of his Ufe, an,d' a reassu·rance of 
salvation in that act of obedience. ISo had I. Willelll 'I trusted Christ, as I have 
explained ,to you this evening, I 'had no specia,l joy; but ,in that act of O!bedience, 
when I was ·baJptdzed, I received "the answer of a good conscience toward God." 

'Why dilute these d-ivine requirements? Believ,ing the ,Lord Jes.us Christ, are 
we will1ng to confess Him? Is there anyone here this evening, to whom God 
has spoken 'in these simple words, who wdll now enter into ·the full assurance 
of faith by doing exactly what God teBs yIOu? -All 'rigllt; I am godng to give 
you an opportunity to do that very ·thing. But you say, "I wila do that to
morrow,"-:No; no; do i,t now. Let us sing-

"Just as I am, wdthout one plea 
But that T·hy bl'ood was shed for me, 
And that Th<lu 'bid'st me come to Thee, 

o Lamb of God, I come!" 

EVOLUTION. 
Back in the dar:k of intangi'ble nothing, 

Billions of years ere the earth ·gath~ed form, 
Somehow the glooni changed. to volume and substance, 

lSomeway ,came motion, came lig.ht and storm. 

Nebu~ous fire floated UP out of nowhere; 
By some strange movement euns roBed from ·the flame; 

Then !by the millUons came stars, moons' and comets, . 
'Found ,their own courses and rolled in the same. 

This tiny earth, like a dark, lonely dust·mote, 
Wandered a.bout ·for some million years more, 

Gathered some atm<lsp'here, rivers, and mountains, 
lMade ·the a&nd stable, set tide on the shore. 

Then ,came the calI or the small protoplasm, 
iPerhaps an amoeba just ha,ppened, you know, 

Stirred from its shapelessness, took f<lrm and motion, 
Learned 'by experience just how to ·grow. 

Thus, as the ages d~agged .by, it ascended 
Through all the diversified forms that we ·see, 

THI by env.ironment, made ape or mon'key, 
Scratched, grinned and chattered,-then clim'bed up a tree. 

iNow Iif some son of an ape will 'come forward, 
And kindly ·remove the mysteriOUS veil, 

PeI'ha.ps !he can ,tell' how his miseraJble ancestry 
,Succeeded' in shedding the ~r and the taH. 

This the we1rd fable 'he puts albove Genesis; 
This gruesome myth I()f man's climb from the clod; 

Maniac's dream :in exchange for our Bible, 
/Nightmare of science instead of our God! 

. -Raymond, Browning. 

" , 
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THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON. 

LESSON XVIII.. FEBRUARY ~, 1924. 

THE NINE PLAGUES-EJCodus 5-10. 

. It is important ·to remember that tlie Bibie Is an dnspired ·record of God's 
revelation of Himself to men. A litUe examination wioll reveal this principle 
in every ·book and on every page. Hence we ·find in Chapter '6: 7, the Lord says 
to Is-rael, "I wlillibe to you a God: and ye shall know rtha;t 'I am the Lord your 
God," chapter 7, 6, "TIlle EgY'Ptians shaLl iknow that I am the Lord." Israel 
dId not get their !religion from Egypt, but Iby d"ivine revelation; and it is mani
festly the pUl'lpose of God in the plagues which He. sent .upon the Egyptians t-o 
show that He is sUperior to all gods; that He is the Lord, !beside whom there is 
none else. 

I. THE .sIGNIFICANCE of the Plagues. Our lesson is coneerned with 
on-ly nine; namely, !bl-ood, frogs, Uce, fties, murrain' of 'beasts, Iboils, hail, locusts 
and darkness. The .basis of Egyptian id·o'l·atory was na:ture 'Worship. The pur
pose -of the plagues is stated in 'Exodus 1-2: 12: "And against all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LOl1d". Hence the plagues issued from 
the very things which the (Egy~tians worshipped. The 'coDIVersion of the waters 
of the Nile into blood was a stroke upon Hapi, ,the ,Nile ,go'd; the plague of frogs 
was devoted against the female deity, with a fl1og's head, Heka; Qice came from 
the dust, from the earth, which the Egy'ptians wor$hi,pped as .geb, ·father of the 
gods; the four.th plague was one of fiies, related to the air, which the Egyptians 
deified as S'hu, son of Ra, the sun god, or as IsIs, queen of heaven; the fifth 
plague, the murrain Qf beasts, was 'aimed at the Egy:ptian ox worship; the sixth 
pla.gue of Iboi.Is, from .the a.shes spl'inkled toward the heaven, was a challen-ge to 
Neit, "the great mother queen of hIghest heaven", to see whether she 'Would 
stan-d Ibefore Jehova;h; by ·the seventh plague, thlllt of hail, thunder and light
ning, aill nature was smitten-man, ,beast, her.b and tree-and smitten toy the 
very powers of na;ture. Hence Pharaoh foOr the first time recognizes Jehovah 
as God. (Chap. 9: 27.) "And Plharaoh ·sent, and'Clllloled for Moses and Aaron, and 
saId unto them, I have sinned this time: the 'Lord ds righteous, and I and my 
people are Wlicked." The eighth plague was one of locusts, which completed the 
destruction of that which ha'd been -left from the hail (Oha;p. 10: 5); .the ninth 
plague, that of dar,kness, was manifestly a 'challenge to their sun god, Ra. 

These plagues· were a sud'den illltensiflcation of naturWl conditions. It is as 
truly a miracle to accelerate natural processes as to effect that which is "con
trary to na1lure" (Rom. 11: 24). Jehovah, here, showed Hi·mself sovereign of 

'the .powers the Egy:ptians worshipped, both 'by the bringing on of the plagues, 
and 'by their sud'den cessati-on in answer to .Moses' intercession. 

II. WHAT ABE THE LESSONS FOR US? 1. Often the things which men wor
ship to-day a!l'e their greatest pI-8Igue. Be it money, or .power, or fame, or tlven 
children-men always break their hearts upon the gods they make for them
selves. We ought also to learn that God is Sovereign in alll realms. He can 
turn our Nile to blood, and seud locusts to eat our ·fruit and cover our sun 'With 
blackness. 2. The appeals of Moses to Pharaoh are analagous ,to the appeal 
of the ·gospel to siIlJD.ers, ·to let their souls go that they might worship God. And 
Pharao!b.'s experience is analagous to that of many willo harden their hearts 
against God in the face o·f Mercy's signs of His divine power. 3. Pharaoh's 
hardening of his hear,t is a terrIble example .of the h'ardening effect of the de
ceitfulness of sIn: "Hoe, that .bein-g often reproved hardeneth his n-eck, shlllH 
suddenly 'be destroyed, and that without remedy".-Pl"Ov. 29: '1. 4. The inter
cession of iMoses from time to time ds suggestive of ofihe intercession of Christ 
:by which alone we are 'given space to !repent. '5. 'Moses' acquiescence ir:. 
Pharaoh's ultimate rejection of his appeal when he 'replied, "Thou hast spoken 
well; I wiJJJ. see thy face no more", is suggestive of the .possi!bildty of one's griev
ing the Spirit until He win strive no more; and w.hen the /Spirit ceases to plead 
with sinners, ·the'ir doom ,is for ever sealed. 
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THE publication of tl;is paper as a missionary enterprise is made possible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 

(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received ble •• ina', 
we .hall be grateful for any thank· offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may he used hy 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the .Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hop.: to add to our free lilt, from time to time, 
the namel of ministers at home and miSliQnaries abroad . 

. EDITORIAL 
AN EXAMPLE OF BAPTIST LIBERTY. 

We submit to our ·readers two letters which we :bel-ieve will be found of 
genera.l interest. On Ja,nu1l.ry 14th, :at 'about midnight, .the 'Sena:te of McMaster 
University ,passed a resolut.d'On condemning the Edi,tor of this pa.per for eriti
cizing that institution for oon·ferring a degree upon Dr. W. oR. P. Faunce, of 
Brown University. Our protest was made !because of Dr. Faunce's championship 
of Modernism. Although the Senate did not rise until after mi·dnight, the 
resolution was ·pu.blished in !lull dn the morning papers of the next day. The 
Oanadian Baptist of January 17th reached some out-'Of-town subscribers a day 
earlier than usual. The ;publication, .therefore, 'of that issue was certainly not 
delayed, although it rontained a ·fuoll page report of the ,Senate's action of the 
14th. As The Oanadian Baptist 1s the offici'al organ of the Baptists of Ontario 
and Quebec, ,it was certainly right that the action 'Of the Senate should ilIe !pub· 
lished in its ·pages; .but, ina:smuch as every pa.per ·reaches Us 'Own particu~ar 
constituency as no other ·p·a.per can :be sure of reaching it, we sent to the Editor 
of The Oanaclian Baptist, under date of Janu.ary 18.th, the folll'owing .Jetter: 

The Editor of The Oanadian Baptist, 

223 Church St., Toronto. 

Dear ,iMr. Ki:PP: 
[n view of your plLblication In this week's i,ssue of the Baptist, 'of the state

ment issued by MdMa.ster University respecting my 'prote'S't a.g1l.inst that Ineti
tuti'On's action .in oonferrJ.ng an honorary degree upon Dr. W. H. P. Faunce of 
Brown University, I write to request tha.t y,ou will kindly ·give pu.blieation in 
your next issue of ,the letters appearing in The Gospel Witness of Novemiber 
29·th, 19-2'3, whJ.ch. are the lba'sis 'Of the University's action. I a.m sure you will 
recogndze tIiat inasmuch as the Senate's resolution is communieated to the 
Baptist consu,tueney through the medium of your pa.per, Ilair !pl'ay requires that 
the 'people should have ·the opportunity of reading the [etters u.pon which the 
Senate's action is ibased. . 

I am sending thls letter to you iby ,the han.d of my secretary, Mr. Fraser; 
and beg to Tequest -that you will inform !him of your decmon in respect to this 
request. 

I enclose a copy of The Gospel Witness for November ·209Ith, with the !portion 
marked in blue whIch I venture to ask you tv publish. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) THOS. T. SHIELDS. 

Our Secreta.ry cal'led a few minutes after f'Our o'clock on Friday 11fternoon; 
but the Edi,tor of The Oanadian Baptist had ileft his office. He ca.lled again 
Saturday morning, the 19th; and the Editor 'Of Th,e Oanadian Baptist said it 
would requiTe. some thought ,to ,know what he ought to do. Our ,Secretary ,tele-
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phoned him again Saturday evening at ·his house, only to be informed ·that he 
had not yet reached a decision. He caUed again at the office of TlI-e OanacZwn 
Baptist >Monday forenoon, the 21st, and 'Was handed the followiDg reply: 

J~nua·ry. 21st, 19'24. 
Rev. T. T. oShields, . 

Jarvis St. Baptist Church, Toronto. 
Dear Dr. Shields: 

I have your Iiitter, with enclosure, of Jan. 18th; in.which you request that 1 
p.ublish in ,the next issue of the CanacZian Baptist-Jan. 24th-the correspond
ence that IpaSsed ,between ChanceLlor WMdden and y,ourself in regard to the 
LL.D. degree conferred upon 'Dr. Faunce recently. 

In reply: I 'beg to state that: 
1. The three letters were printed in full in 'your own !paper on Nov . 

. 29, 19,23; . 
2. The number containiIllg them was sent to many Baptists; 

.. ' 3. A summary of ,the letters was used ,by lDlany of ,the leading Canadian 

. 'papers and the Faunce degree incident appeared in many United States 
. papers at that time .. 
. Therefore the content of tp.e correspondeDice 'is widely known already, so I 

see noth·ing to ·be ,gained ,by ·r6"Printin,g 'What appeared in YQur paper two months 
ago-and also in the daily press. . 

Yours very sincerely, 
THE CANAIDIAN 'BAP'NiST, 

(-S~gned) L. F. Kl'PP, Editor and. Manager. 

What do Canadian Baptists thin'K of this action 1 Any decent secular 
journaJ! is Willing to ,publish both sides of a controversial matter; ,but TlI-e 
OanalZian Baptist sends to its Baptist subscribers a full acCount of the acM.on of 
the Senate of McMaster Universi,ty in censuring the Editor of tMs paper, Ibut 
refuses to ,pu:blish the letters ·upon which the Senate's charges ar.e ·based. Per
haps the ·Editor had no ol'i,berty to d{) other than he did 'because of the fact .'that 
fGur members of the Senate are members of the PU'bI-ication Board . . 

NEXT WEEK'S WITNESS. 
We hope next week to s·end' to all our Witnes'Si ·readers a copy"·of the address 

which the Pastor will d·eHver Gn Thursd:ay evenin.g, :We htave already heard 
';ndirectly ·both if Tom the Atlantic. and' the :Pacific Coasts·, .that news of the 
action of the Senate of McMaster Univers'ity had! ,been ·publ·ished in the 'papers 
there about the ·d.ay ·following the :Senate's action. The ·news ·of this contra
·versY, ther·efore, win have ·spread over the whole iContinent. Why this general 
interest? Neither of the principal parties' to ·the controversy-the Sen'ate of 
'McMaster Univer·sity 01'1 theoEditor of this paper, is of s'Il.ch importance as to com· 
mand. such attention. The reason for this widoespread ·interest iSi to ilia found, 
in the ·subj·ect itself. Beyond all qu'estion 'between those who hold to the ~'faith 
once for all delivered to the saints" and! those .misguided! people gen·eral:ly JWe. 
called "Modernists"-but who really are onIy 'repeating like parrots th-e phil{)o 
sophy ,propounded- by the serpent in Ed,en-a s.tate ot war exists', and tbe 'battle 
mUElt be pushe,d! to the .gates. There can' be no compromise-we mRls't, ot al~ 
thin·gs, shoun the example of "the children of Eph·raim, who, obein'g arlllled and 
carrying !bo'Ws, turned back in the day of ,battle." While co~passionate .toward 
,those who a·re out of the way, we must nee·dis, prosecute this, _rfare with ,fidel· 
ity to our d1ivine Head, as Jos,hua when· t!lk·ing possession of the ·promised iane}. 
Our battle is not only agains't principalities and' .powers, 'but against· p~inci.pl6s 
rather than personalities, and in res'pect to those principles which are subversive 
of EvangeHcal foaith we 'must, like Joshua, "slay utterly." 
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\VEL,COME ADVICE. 

" .~in,c~· .the A~OUn(leinen~ o(our. -intention to reply to the Il,ction- of the 
S~n;':te of Mc'Maste~ Un'i.ve~ty on january 24th, we "have 'received much advice 
from many of our warDJJest friends, for whieh we are .profoundly gl"8.tefuI. 

.One! ad·vises us to avoid all caustic speech; another admon·ishes· us not to 
deal in personalities; still another expresses his diSlapprobatiop: of what he 
calls the "policy of was·hing d'irty linen in- public." We have no question at all 
of tJ!,e good intentions of all th'ese friends, and' so far 'as it ~is pmctica'ble we 
prowse -to. heed: their ad.monitions. Yet, covering ,these three ~in-ts, we ven
wre to Bay tha.t there is ·ne·ed for strOng speech in these'matters, and it is' some
Umes impossible to sepa:rate personalities ·from the principles' they espouse. 

,We hold, moreover, that the history of aU reform, whether in. the Church 
or the State, will show that the one e1eansiDlg' and· purifYing agent which evil 
and error of all sorts fear ·the most, is Ught. "He that doeth truth cometh to 
lig·~t. ~hat his deeds may 'be marne D1Ianifest ,that they are wrought in God~" A 
Christian.' institution, should permit nothing in Its life which it would fear .to 
·have published to the whole wide world'. We 'believe the day has come when 
it "is necessary to adiVocate a policy of open d.f.plomacy in matters of Ohurch, 
aB weil I8.·S in matters of IState. We remem'be~ that Judas was not a public 
s,peaker; and UDitil the hour that 'Satan- enteredJ into Me, Lt is recorded: of him 
only that he obj·ected to what he -called ,the "was,te" of Mary's ointment, andi from 
then. until now the s·pirLt which 'betmyedJ both the written and' the Incarnate 
W!ord, has done its deadiJ.i.es't work beUind· closed! dtlors. The modern Judas 
accomplishes hIs purpos·e-not on. the .public platform as a rule, but as a mem
ber of a com·mittee or of a dell!omin-ational ·board'. We once heard; Dr. Wilbu·r 
Crafts say that ,the ~eforIl1ler's work was very ·IDIUch like the act ·of lifting a 
flat stone on a hillside in the spring-time and letting in 'God's sunlight to make 
the bugs run. 

We thank all our friendis for their advi·ce; and! we 'shall ·d·o our utmost to 
avoid giving unnecessary offence. 

DR. VICTOR MASTERS IN "THE WESTERN RECORDER" ON THE 
. BAPtIST BIBLE UNION. 

Dr. Shields Replies to Dr. Love on Bible Union's Position. 
We' publish el-sewihere the r.eply of Dr. T. T. Shields, Pres.ident of the 

Baptist B,ible Union 'of Nortth America, to the strirctures 0.£ Dr. J. F. Love upon 
the Ull-ion' 'in a multiform <:ommunication ·recen.t1y senlt out by Dr. Love to 
o~r Baptist p'aperrs in the. Sou·th . 

.In this connection, it seems timely for us t.o rt:ry to make pel"fectly clear 
our 'posiHon '<;In the Baptli's.t B,ible Union. We 'have d'one ,so on other occasions, 
but we wiII try again, ·f.or more or les.s feel'ing is appa,rently aroused an'd 
partisan feeling tends to o'bscure judginent. 

1'". We ihave in 'good faith been adting upon the assumption that the work 
c;.f the Baptist Bible Union is not now needed in the S'outheril Baptist Gonven
tion. We have now and then given news ab·out it, for its work in the N:o.rth 
and, .Canada as an opponent of Moderni'san is oif the warmest in·terest to 
S9.I,1·t,hern Baptists. Bu't Woe 'have been assuming ,that we could work out 
throug'h our Conventi'on itseli our Southern Baptiist react·ion against this 
apO"slt"ate pihilosophy. We are still doing so. It -seems e~pedient ,to say this 
lest-:trhe present d·is'cussion in the Recorder be int.erpreted, in the heat which 
th~. Baptist B,il~le Unij'on seems always to arouse in certain quar,ters as working 
to introduce the Baptisit Bi'ble U.nion int·o the South. ' ..... ," . . 
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2. Common fairness 194s us to give to P.resident .T. T. S~eld,s, of the 
Baptis.t Bible Union, space :to reply to Dr. Love. It 1S only Just that Dr. 
Shdelds 'Should have that 'oppontun,ity. 'Dr. Dixon had a ,right to reply because 
he thad 'been oriticized, Dr. Shields 'beca'use the Ba·ptis·t Bible Union .llad been 
criticized .. He is its official leader. . " 

3. Several things seem to be unquestionably true about .the B'aptist Bible 
Union: (1) The Haptist Bib1e. Union, s'o far. fro~ opposing any. Soulthern 
Baptoist organizati·on or Hoard, 1S ac.t}laUy. turmng. ,gifts to our F~rel,gn Board 
from otlie'r secti·ons. (2) T·he Baptlis,t HI'ble Umon stands out 111 the open, 
without evasi'on ,or quibble, for It'he same doctrines Southern Baptists have 
always stood for. (3) It does this in a day when tremendous influences are 
engaged in a war without quarter to destroy those doctrines, and when many 
of the greatest evangelical bodies are already rent asunder by its too-Iong
tolerated attacks. '(4) I,t is rendering a power,ful 'serviCe in maintaining 
Scripture truth against Mod·emism among Northern and ,Canad.ian Baptists. 
This commands the ad~iration and gratitude of every Southern Bapti~t. who 
really believes the Bible and who is awake to conditions which exist. 

4. \Vhile we thank God for the Wiork the Bapt·ist Bible Union is d'oing, 
we ,still have c,onfidence tha.t ·the Southern Ba'pltist Convention ,shall in' itself 
be able to react adequately towa,rd this modern ifailse philosophy which exalts 
human wisdom and flouts revelation. It 1S true we Ihave ,been -slower to get 
aroused than many No.nthern Ohrist1an bodi·e's, but ,that has been' because 
M.odernism 'Was not so much ~n evidence in our secti·on. President E. Y. 
MuUins, ,of our Convention, pointed the way ·for Sou~hern Baptiists in his 
masterly utterance on ~alse science, which was unanimously adopted as the 
Conv.en,tion's voice last year .. If we shall live up to' the spirit and implications 
of that utterance, we bel~ieve tha·t there wiU be no need of a Baptist Bible UniQn 
within the Southern Baptist Convention. We believe more 'than ninety per 
cent. of our Soufhern Baptist peop1e a!ccept ·the Bible 'as God',s inspired revela
ti'on of a ·redemptive Christ. Of all-things they would resent in their leader
ship, we can think of nothing they would hold so obnoxious as that their! 
leadership would seek to sidetrack them from the fullest opportunity to under
stand and to put themselves on record concerning any effort from any source 
to destroy confidence in the Bible. Happily their leaders are also true to this 
great committal. 

'5. Vile did not expect to do so, bu·t 'since matte·rs have 'assumed their 
present complexi'on, we believe our next Convent.ion should, in tlhe line 'Of Dr. 
Mullins' ringing utterance on false ,science ·posit·ion.ize itsel'f ,on the whole 
dogma of modern religious na.turaHsm; thaJt it should in the line of Dr. Dbcon'-s 
timely suggestion set apart adequate time-a ful~ day 'Would cert3linly be little 
enough-in which the Sout,hern Baptist cons'C-ience may realct 1n the free ex
pression of its !testimony to fhe Bible 'as the inspi.red Revelation of God, 
inerrant and autlloritative, to the Vir.gin Hirth, 'b'odi.\y re,surrection, substitu
tionary death and second coming of Christ-P.ost or p.re-against ,the evolu
tionary Modernism, which is even now Ibefo're Qur eyes rending Chrislt.ian 
denominations and turning Amer.ica 'into an atheistic naHon. 

By doing so we could bring to pass among the great 'mass of our Southern 
Baptist people a confidence and unity which would mean the great strengthen
ing of every missionary and benevolent work, would sweep back the on-rushing 
American tide of materialism and unbelief, and would open the way for the 
greatest God-empowered revival of religion 'we have ever had. And this would 
be exactly in the line of the plea of Dr. Love, who in his article does not fail 
to give serious recognition to the evil tendencies which are trying to the heart 
every Christian denomination in America. 

BY SUCH AlCTION WE WOULD GREATLY STRENGTHEN THE 
BAPTIST BIBLE UNION AND 'EVERY OTHER EVANGELICAL 
GROUP RESISTANCE TO MODERNISM, WHILE AT THE 'SAME 
TIME • WE WOULD REA,LLY DEMONSTRATE WHAT MANY 
HONORED SOUTHERN BAPTIST~ CLAIM, THAT WE DO NOT 
NEED A BAPTIST BIBLE UNION WITHIN OUR CONVENTION. 

-'From The Western Recorder. 
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CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 

The growth of our Bi-ble _School is one of the most encouraging features of 
our church Ufe. Although we have had 'but three months dn whiclJ. to accustom 
ourselves to gathering Sunday mornings, .the steady !progress made filII'S the 
heart of every Jarvis Street member with thanksgiving. Last SUnday morning 
the wea;bher was extremely cold, the merCUTY registering 81bout -tlhe zero mark. 
Notwithstanding this, we had our largest morning attendance-S·n ·being pres-
ent, practica:lly all of whom -remained for the morning servi-ce. ' 

BI·BLE SCHOOL PRAY.ER MEETING •• 
While the Bible Schoo]' has a lar.ge place in all our prayer .meet.ings, 

Saturday night should es.pecially be a time of waiting upon God! ·for the pros
perity of His Word as it is tau.ght by upward of sev-enty-five teachers Sunday 
after Sunday. Groups of young <lonverts are meetin.g at 7:30 ·to ask GOd to do 
foOr others what He had done for ,them; _ but 'Why not mllike !Saturday night a 
rally night of an teache-rs- to call down GOdi'6 bles-sing- on the· host of people
young and old- who will gather around the Boole Sund!ay m-orning. Let every 
teacher be present this :Saturday -evenin-g! 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES . 
. Several responded to the invitation at the olose of ·the sermon Sunday 

morning, and five were baptized at tl;1e 'evening !lervice. Tohe uight was very 
cold, some thermometers register~ng zeTp. Notwillistauding ·this, there was a 
great congregation, the church being filled in every part, except a few seats 
at the end of the north g8Jllery and a very few seats on the ground floor ·beneath 
it. Five respon~ed to the invitation, aE:d some others came into the inquiry 
room afterward. Altogether, Su.nday was a great day. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
Rev, W. L. McK!ay, the Pastor of Parliament street Branch, has' changed his 

place of residen<le and may now be reached! at: 423 Sherbourne Street. Tele
phone: Rand. 9095w. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH DIRECTORY. 
T. T. Shields, Pastor, 96 Winchester Street. Tel. Randolph 0628 . 
. George Greenway, Treasurer, 28 Broadway Avenue. Tel. Hudson 0910. 
Violet Stoakley, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel. M. 5670. 
W. J. Hutchinson, Sunday School Superintendent, 295 George St. Tel M. 13321. 
C. Leonard Penny, Director of Music, 36.Earlscourt Ave. Ken. 9175w. .-
William Fraser, Pastor's Secretary, 40 Nanton Ave_ Tel. Randolph 1268. 

m~ QUprrr~ OIalrubar 
Sunday. For the week beginning January 27th, 1924. 
9.4S-Bible School, including an Ir.terces!>ory Class. W. J. Hutchinson Supt. 

1l.OO-PubUc Worship. Rev. T. T. Shields. . , 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
6.3O-Communion Service. 
7.00-Public Worship. Rev. T. T. Shields. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday-8.00--Prayer Meeting. 
Tuesday-8.45-Address by Dr. Shields on the Bible Schocl le-sson
The Nine Plagues-Exodus 5: 10. 
Wednesday-7.1S-Junior Mid-week Service. , 
The ParUament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible' School 

3.00. Evangelistic SeI"Vice, 7.00-Rev. W. L. McKay will preach. I 

Mcmday-8.00-Young People's Meeting. 
Wednesday-8.00--Prayer Meeting. 
Friday-7.1S-Junior Meeting-Mr. F. Turney and Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. 


