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"And Solomon mauc affinit, with p;". '"oh king of Egypt, and took Pharoah's 
daughter, and brought hel- in:o che city 01 David, until he had made an end of 
building his own house, Ul,d the house of the Lord, and the wall of ] erusaolem 
round about. . 

Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no hOllse built 
unto the name of the Lord, until those days. 

And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father: 
only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high jllaces. 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great 
high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 

In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, 
Ask what I shall give thee. 

And Solomon said, Thou hast shewea unto thy servant David my father great 
mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, 
that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is ,his day; 

And now, 0 Lord my God. thou hast made thy servant king instead of David 
my father: and I am but a little child: I know not haw to go out or come in. 

And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great 
people. that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 

Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that 
I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge ~his thy so great 
a people? . 

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 
And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing. and hast not 

asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself nor hast asked the 
life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 

Behold. I have done according to thy words: 10, I have given thee a wise and 
an understanding heart; so that t-hcre was none like thee before thee, neither 
after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 

And I have also given tbee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and 
honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, 
as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy day •. 

And Solomon awoke; and, behold. it was a dream."-I Kings 3: 1-15. 

This hOUT witnesses the f·ruition of many hopes, the cons'ulDllllation of long 
eherished p'!ans, and as ,we believe, of divInely guided -purposes. For me, at 
least, it is the walting realization of the dream of m~ m'ini-sterial' Ufe, and for 
you, my 'People, ilt is the attainment of another -goal in the race of Christian 
accompUshment. 

In the very introduction of this di-scourse, I want .to acknowled.ge my per
sonal indebtedness to the sainted George Lorimer, und·er whose matchless leader
ship an·d marvelous iVision, Tremont Temple, Boston, was Ibuilded, and twice 

" 
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afterwards rose 1ncreasi,ngly resplendeqt from ash heaps. It was my first visit 
to Tremoill,t Temple, made in 1899, that dmpressed me wi>th the utter necessity 
of holding the hearts of our cities for Chri&t, and the clear ~eatiZllltion of the 
faot ,that (mly a ,church great enough in all spiritual I3IppoIntments to dmninate 
a cI:ty cent-re could hope ever so to do. A few yeam only, and otlh-is great aud~
torium, to be dedicated this afterllIaon, will be 'as ,certainly located an M·lnne
a,polls as 'Tremont Temple :is now strategically si-tuated in ,BoS>ton, and as that 
evangeUcal cen'tr,e has &to'od like a GI:br,aHar against the beating w,aves 'of New 
Englami mtionaIism, 'so the crewtors of this house andl the members of tMs 
churoh 'beHeve and expect it shall stand against the wave ()f sltepticism 'rolling 
westward. . 

My very theme this morn1ng remi-nds me of mulitiplied experi,ences in the 
form of ,pleasant d,reams that have delighted the night hours, /but vlI;nished into 
notMngness wi-th otihe ibreakiug day. 'In the memory of them, I have !been 
tempted to this utterance. "Is it true t.ha.t we have come to the ,full and material 
realization of our 'build,IllIg hopes and, dreams, or shan we 'WaXen Soudden1y to 
flnd, that dt is only another in&tance of Ithe wish ,being father t,o the tihought 
and that Itbe whole 'tas'k remains yet to 'be undertak,en?" No; Y'Ouder great 
gaUery, seating as many people at this momeut as the whole ,church fo,rmerly 
held, thIs splenddd floor space, alive with men, women and children, come to
gether to rejoice and j()y dn the Lord; toMs great choir space filled wiJtih men 
and w()men to whom God has ,granted the B'P,eci'al ,gUt I(),f ,song, the mighty sweep 
of th,i-s room, ibeautIful in its artist-Ic ar,rangement and decoration, ,these all 
tend to reassure me and set my soul in tune with the triumphoant music of 
the ,day! 

But I have a mo,re serious taslt :than that of m,ere joy and rejOicing, namely, 
to interpret for you another Ipol'tion of God's ma.tchless lW()rd. I shall a.ttempt 
this Iby caning attention to the ,divinely given dream, the divinely guided desire, 
and the d.lvinely answered! prayer. 

1. THE DIVINELY GIVEN DREAM. 
Solomon's d'ream is 'preceded ,by strange Sltatemer_ts. "And Solomon made 

afMnity witih Pharaoh king of 'Egypt, and ,took !Pharaoh's dilliughter, and Ibrought 
her iIllto the city of -David, unW he had made an end of builddng his l()iWIl hOllse, 
and, the houose of ·the Lor,d, and th,e wall of Jerusa].em round 'a.bout. Only the 
,people sacrificed in high places, because there was no h()use built unto !the name 
of the Lord, until those days. AmI Solomon Joved ·the :Lord, wal'king in the 
strututes I()f'Davld his father; only he sacrj,flced and burut incense in high places. 
And the ~,i'llg went to Gi,beon to sacrifice there; ,for that was .the g,reat h.i-gh 
place; a thousand burnt offering,s d:id ,Solomon offer upon t-hat alt,a1'." (3::1-4.) 
(a) Then this dream was vouchsafed, to Q1~ imperfect ma1~. 

ElI;sily ;tihere ,Is a diual violation, if not a triple, of t'hoe law of the ,Lord III 
t.his text. "He made affinity w.ith Pharaoh, ki'ng of Egypt, and ,took Pharaoh's 
daughter." He also "sacrificed in the high places," and ilihere is' an intima:tion 
at least that he may 'hImself have slain ·his own sacrifices, "for one otihoUf!lalld 
burnt ()fferoings d:id lS'olomon offer UPO'll thll;t al'tar". 

History repeats .itself. In alI ages, affinity with the potentates of the world 
and the fellowships of ,the flesh have endangered ,God's saints. WID,rshl'll at 
false shrines has imperiled the faith and the attempt to ,put aside' the iHigh 
Priest, who alone can make a'll acceptable offering, dms closed the d,ivinely 
a,ppointed way to God. 

Why then does the Lord IIlPpear to Sol'Omon? W'hy lay the 'treasures of 
heaven o,pen to his hand,? Why exalt him to ,a,ffice anu honour, willen weakness 
of character 1s evident and sin of conduct ds recorded' against Mm? The answer 
is not far to seek. G<Jd is shut up to such. 'So lon-g as He choo,ses :to comm.ft 
His. world work to .the hands of m'an it wm ,and mu.&t remain with imperfect 
ones, since "all 'have sinned and come s'hol'lt of the 'glory of God", since "tliere 
is none righteous, no, n'Ot one", "t;h~y are 'all gone out of the way, they are 
together Ibecome unprofitable", ",there is none that d'oeth good" no, not one". 
(Rom. 3). . 

.sad 'as is :this ,confessio'n, seri,ous as is ,this ,indictment of 'Scri,pture, ,iot holds 
for ·us'a content 'Of comfort. Our imperfections we J'eaHze, our iniqui,ties we 
dare not ignore, our hUl'tful sins we m'ay hate ,but cannot deny, !but blessed 
be HIs name, He does not refuse us access to His 'presence on tihat account, nor 
yet wl,thhold oforom us a'PPointments to service ()n Ithat account, nor even refr8lin 
from accepting and blessing our endeavour 'On that account! 



THE GOS~EL WITNESS 3 

-lot ,is said that a young app·rentice took ·the ,bits of gla.s;s that ,were fiung 
from the hand of the master ·as he worked on his cathedral wlndows, and in 
his leisure hounl wrought them ;into such a mosaic of beauty that when ifJhe 
pro,duct of his endeavour was finished, even the masterpieces w·ere ~ut to shame. 
Whatever may ibe the historic ibasis of 'such a stOry, one ·thing ,is sure, it su.g
gests God's methods wHJh man. To ,be convinced of this, read ,Begbie's "Twice 
Born Men," and' see not alone what can be done for vhe sinner, ·but how through 
the same ·grace that saves' them, even the oft-scour:ings of ear,th can be made 
vessels for t,he service of God. The conversion of a sinner .into a saint may 
'be ill. miracle of psychology, but the empowerIng of a man, who, though saved" 
is a sinner still, to perform the will and work o'f 'God is a mIracle of pragmatism, 
or the ma'l~ing of ,deficient men to discharge the Divine will. The paraJble of 
the talents was Slpoken for both encouragement 'and condemnation. The two
talented man who forgot his three-fifthls deficiency enjoyed ,the lS'ame Divine 
favour as the full-<lr.bed five-.talented one, ibut the four4l:fbh's deficient, who 
sought to excuse his conduct on the ground of incapacity, ·feU under o1Jhe fiercest 
,condemnation. Go'd is not demanding of .us wha,t we do not have, namely, per
fection, 'bu,t God' ds demanding, and righteously so, tile consecration o'f our 
talents, and 'W'hen they are on ;the altar He accepts the sinner"s offerang and 
treats him 'Who is sinful still as though he were a saint. 
('b) This dream 'Was ea:perlenced in a peculiar pZace. 

The "high place" at Gibeon was a long remove from the holy place at 
Jerusalem. It was even four mHes from iBathel, the house o,f God. God can 
bless men oUJtsi,de of ms house, yea, He can 'bless them in places t.hat are 
themselves unblessed. The work of Begbie's "An,g,el Adjutant" was 'not com
monly dOille in .the 'Sal·vation Army Hall, but in saloons 'and ,bagnios instead, 
the holes of nce and ga,mbling hells. ,God's ,power is not limited, to place, nor 
Ris grace 'l'estricted to 10caUty. Amos, voicing .the'Lord, may have been writing 
of ju-dgment when he saId .it, but :had iIle been writing of grace it would stm 
have ibeen true, "Though they dig into hell,. ,thence shall mine hand· take -them". 
David learned this ,truth and spoke it, "Wh.ither shall I fiee from thy spir.f.t or 
w·hIther shall I fiee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, ·thou art 
there. If I mwke my ibed in hell, behold, ·thou art there!" (Psa. 139: S.) 

I have a grea,t BInd good friend, who sat in 'a semi-gambling room, in 
Indta.napolds, dealing ca,rds on a 'Sunday morn.ing, wllen the sound of the church 
bells 'became to ,him the voice of God and ~uHed him out of that ~lace straight
away to the sanctuary, to !be saved. 'Dbe voice 'o,f God in ,the unholy room wa.o;; 
as per,fectly heard as was the sermon .J.a,ter clearly understood. Cloistered 
Christianioty has never Ibeen a success wHh the .indiv.idual, nor of service ,to the 
world. At ·the !best :it can Iprcxluce only a. tender, consequently a fruitless, plant: 

'No man ever knew the :world's si-nful spots nor understood ,the terrors lO,f 
its .tempt8itions 'as d'id ,the Man of Nazareth, and yet concernIng his own d.isci.ples 
he .prayed, "I pray not that thou shouldst ,take them ·out of the world, but tha:t 
thou shou'ld,st ·keep .them from the evil". 

There ,may ibe men and women here this m,o,rning who have seldom seen 
the Inside of '11. sanotuary. To me that would lIle no proo,f tha.t God has never 
B'Poken to you, in ,the home, in the shop, 011 ·the street, yea, possI,bly in some 
utterly unholy ·place His voice has !been heard, and though it :were a.s in a 'dream 
the DIvine message got in and you will never go ·free from it. 

Samuel, sleeping -in ·vhe ,temple, hea,rd the voice of the Lord, ,but Solomon, 
sJ.eeping at Gibeon, received' an equal revelation. It is vain to imagine tha,t 
one's conscience wHi never be ·dlstur,bed if he keep away ,from ,the sa,nctuary, 
nor his Irreligion endangered df he put distance !between himself and the house 
of God. Begble's "Puncher" was visited of God in a prison ceB; old "Born 
Drunk" heard! ,the voice of .the .sp-iri·t as the Salvation Army ,passed him in 
the streets; the "Copper Basher" in .prison was visited Iby the ,Spirit and· sud
denly rem·inded tha,t "If God can save Pu'ncher, He can save me," while the 
"Plumber" was ·convicted of sin when cursing his wife in a saloon. 

We have no·t bunt this house because we believe tha.t here alone, or in any 
other sanctuary of :beauty only, call men be saved. We iha.ve 'built it instead, 
knowing thSlt 'W'hen God does reveal HImself ·to man, in saving power, he will 
tleek out his fellow .saints and long fo,r a sanctuary, the ea1'thly home of the 
soul. 
(c) Again, tMs IZt'eam 'Was reZated to the 'WhoZe plan of zife. 

Solomon .was a young man; ,grea·t a,nd important deoisions m·ust Ibe made 
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if life is ,to 'be a success. The very position to Which 'he h'ad come as an heir, 
the importance of -the olIice he was to hold as iD,avid's successor, the necessary 
in,fiuence he must wield upon all society, these consi'dera.tions' comlbined to 
comrpel a proper ,facing of ,the ~ro,blem of life. God was only doing foor Solomon 
wha:t He -does for every normally cons-t1tuted and :righteously ambitious young 
man. He was moving him to consider life's value, to study ;the pro.blem of Ute 
itself, -to debate both methods and objectives. 

'Dhe biographical 'Portions of -the Bible IIIre devoted: almost 8111ely to men 
who in their youth met ,this question ,of Ufe and 11s responsibilities squarely. 
It was Joseph's ·dreams, enterotained when yet a ,boy, iflh8lt account for Joseph, 
the Egy,ptian 'Premier. It was -the consideroaUon ,tha¢ ,Moses, ,the ~rincelY youth 
of the palace, gave to the oppression of his 'kinsmen, thlllt made him Isra.el's 
deliverer. It was [)avid,''s ambitions, expressed when he saw Goliath defy the 
host of ·Lsrael, .that Ilredicted his eventual pre-eminence and put him on the 
throne. 

VJctoria, England,'s greatest queen, showed, immediately upon ,the 8Illnounce
ment of her elevation to the ,throne, -the realizllltion of her responsibility, be
SOUght the Lord in 'Prayer f{lr wisdom. Abraham LincO'ln, the grea.test ~resi
dent Amerjca has ever produced, is reported .to have said, "I have been driven 
many times to my 'knees Iby ,the convdcUon I had nowihere else to go. My own 
wisdom a:nd all abou-t me seemed ,insufficient for that d·ay." When Joan of Arc 
determined to IIIttempt the saivatioo o! France, she did· H solely (In ,the grou.nd 
tha.t ~d had spoken to her. 

T·he prolbalble reason why only a few ind.ivid.uals rjse to great heights in 
human life, underotake -the dilIicul-t and accomplish the apparently imposstble, 
is in ,the single circumstance othat they have dreamed and then dared. 

,Marotin Lu,ther saw Rome's d'efectioons in both faj,th and conduct and deter
mined at any cost to turn the people to the ofiru·th 'again. J{lhon Brown knew 
that slavery and, the ,Sta.te rould' nat ex:ist together and dared, to ibelieve that -the 
fiMt might ,be destroyed ·a:nd the second preserved, and then to un'dertake it. 
"Wihere 'there is n{l vision the people perish" anti 'without it th,e lndivid·ual is 
dead; and even where there is a vision, indecision will shortly palsy all lOne's 
poweros. Newell ,Dw.ight Hillis, the ,great essayist, remar·ks truly, ";By his eager 
aspirations man lives and ,bui'ld,s. T.he 'vdsI'on ibefore reason reveals to t:he 
toiler a ,better tool or law or reform, and ,the realization of these visions gives 
social ~~ogress. The vi.siol;l. I()f conscioence reveals new ,possibilities of character 
and these give duty. The vision of the heart reveals new !possihilities of frIend. 
shill) and these give ,the h{lme. .As the sun standing upon ,the horizon orohs itself 
first in every dewdor·op and afterward lifts the who,le earoth forowarod, BO the ideal 
repeats itself first in the individual heart and afterward UUs all SOciety." 

Life's ,power depends u~on the plan in the executioo of which Ure i,tseJ.f is 
expended. Low motives will never reach exalted objectives. If those o,f UB 
who have realized our ideal ,in this Temple .of s'tone do not to-day ,drea·m new 
dreams of possible spi'ritual experoience, have new vision of ,personal and church 
attainments, dix new orbjectives ,for the remaining if.o-morrows, we have come 
thus far in vaIn, anti the very Temple we have .completed I\VHl stand more in 
mock ·than mar·k. ,Go,d give us, havi-ng dreamed these bu-nd.ings, to feel the 
dynamic of our own visions, to dream again under the soU touch of ,the same 
Spirlt, and then awak-e to do! 

II. THE DIVINELY GUIDED DEOISION. 
"In Gibeon the Lord a.ppeared to Solomon in a. dream :by night, and God 

said, Ask wha.t I shall give thee. And: ISolomon said, Thou bast showe'd unto 
thy servant DavId my father great mercy, according as ·he wa:lked ,before thee' 
in truth, and in righ,teousness anti in uprigihtness ,of heart Wlith t'hee; and othou 
hast kep,t f{lr him .this ,great kindness, ,tha't t'hou hast ,g,iven him a. son to Silt on 
hIs th.rone, 'as i,t is this day. And now, '0 Lord my God, thou hlllBt made thy 
servant ,king instead {If David my father; and I am but a Uttle ehild; I know 
no.t how ,to go ou,t or come .. in. And thy servant Is .in the middle of thy iPeorple 
w.hom thou flam ,chosen, a great 'People, that canno't ,be numbered nor counted 
for mul'titude. Give therefore thy servant an understa.nding heal't ,to judge thy 
people, ,thlllt I may discern ,between 'go'od and evil, for who is IIIbloe to j,udge this 
thy so .grea¢ a people"? (3: 5-9.). 
(a) Past mercies were br01J,ght to his memory. 

God reminded: him of h'is mercies to navid, of HJs matchless grace toward 

.-
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that man, of His mercy to 'Solomon that He made him 'the one son to sit on 
his ·father's Ibhrone. J.t is a ·great !thing Ito ·rega·rd the ;past. Ap'art f·rom dt there 
is no explanation I()f the present and! dndependent of it no man can .1ntel1Pret the 
future. David himsel·f otten so indulges his memory and cries, "0, give than,ks 
unto -the Lord for He is good. To Him tha.t smote iEgy,pt and ·their .fJ..rst"born 
and ibrou,ght out Israel from among them with a strong hand and w.i-th a 
stretched out arm; to Him who uiivided: ,the Red ·Sea into pa.ths and made Israel 
to .pass th.rough in <the midst of.:it; t.o Him who ove,r'threw Pharaoh and his 
host in the Red :Sea; to Him who led His people through ,the wUderness; to 
Him Who am'ate grewt kings and slew ~am.ous kings and gave their land for a 
heritage; for His mercy endure:t.'h forever." 

We 'Would ,be an ungrad:eful .people ·thLs -morning were we not to remem,ber 
the past; were we to forget. that small but iIlo·ble band· of pioneers who, seventy· 
one yea:rs ago pIanted this church· on Helen Street at the riversi,de, when our City 
was scarce a village; who ,braved sacrifices to ·construct its first chu·rch house on 
Third 'Street; who ,proved themselves more faithful still when at Fi~h anti 
Hennepdn !they .raised their second' and enlarged structure; nor would we be 
worthy successors of those greater men of but yesterday, some of whom survive, 
who d,ared at ,Tenth ·and! Harmon to erect one of 'the most beautiful auditoriums 
known .to the American Ba.ptists and even now d'iamantied not from lack of 
grandeur nor yet !because it was poorly a.ppointed in crea·ture comforts, but 
solely Ibecause our number.s demanded more space. 

Some of us connlt our·sel:ves fortunate to h.ave overla.pped the lives of so 
many ,()of ,them, fortunate in ,the rich ifellowBlhi.p they gave us ,before God took 
them hence; foNuna.te that they stood for the faJ.th dea.r to us· and defended 
the dem.ocracy tha.t makes this in·stitution possi-ble. 

In the history .containeel in the !booklet lo·f dedication IUsed this day, Ithe 
roster is called of that no.ble line of ministers who have occupied tJhis pulpit; 
only a single one of whom survives, Thomas W. Powell. God,ly names they were 
and g.l'ea.t--'Cressy, Russell, Gale, Manton, Allen, Woods, Chase, Hoyt. But 
while set in the prominence of pulpi,t, no grea:ter were they than the no!ble 
laymen who lived ,bes.1de :them and wrought with them-'Pills'bury, Wolverton, 
HO'bHtt, Lansing, Barnes, Franols, Lawrence, lBucklbee, and others. "And' what 
shall I ·say more? For the time would fail me to ·tell of ,tho6 men who throu'gll 
faith have wrought' righteously; out of weaknes·s were made strong; waxed 
valiant .in the fight and ,turned ,to flight the armies of aliens. 

('b) His present station was p1'O'perZy appreciatea. 
He was a kdng with aU the responsibili.ty· attached to that of·fice. He was 

not there by meri,t, ,but !by Ibirth. trhe throne ha.d ·not come to him by conquest, 
but as an heir. Too often such successors ·to power ·poorly appreciate ei·ther ·the 
providence that put ·them there, the responsibilities of .the o·ffice itself, or the 
oppor,tuni-ties attached. One of the thdngs .that has increased my love for -this, 
my adopted city, iMinneapolis, is the circumstance ifJlat the sons and successors 
of great Minneapol:l.tans of the past are, in so many 'instances, shoWling themselves 
worthy o.f .tJheir station. I do not ea.re to ,be personal and call ,the names of a 
dozen complIIl"atdvely young men whose fathers have had to do with the making 
of this city, and who, standing each in his place, is carrying on worthily the 
work committed to him 

This is not true in ,business only, but dn .the church of God as well. I could 
call :the names of some mighty men of yesterday who lin,ked their lives with 
the early .hi·story of .the grea.ter churches of this metropolis, and a care~ul stu'dy 
of the roster o·f those same churches wouLd ,find their sons h'Olding equally 
honoura;ble offices and ma:klng -no!ble con·trlbution to the !present victories of 
the church of God'. It Is not al·ways so. 

The eIder 'Pitts are only ,o·cca.sionally succeeded ,by even more ,brilliant sons, 
or ·the great min-isters such as 'Increase 'Me.ther, Iby glreater sons ·as was Cotton 
Mathe·r. 

'Dhere .is a disposition on the part of each generation ·to ,feel anxiety for 
the future and -to wonder if the men coming to the stage of action wHI ever 
equal those who are ·p.ass.!ng from 'it, and often with occasion. Wj,th all the 
facts !before him, one ,would hesitate to say th'at S,o·lomon was as a king the 
eq:ual of -David, an'd yet the eminent success that d:id attend h-i-s life and rei·gn 
are at<tri'buta'ble in no small' degree to bis pro.per appreciation of Ihis responsl· 
bUUies, and his e.arnest request for ,the ·gu,idance of God. 
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Give me 'a young man controlled .by such trai·ts and the crown will .be on 
h.is .brow, and· give me a church that .keenly appreciates iboth its staotilo·n and 
its responsi.biLi.ty, and I will show YOU one m8lkling continual .progress and wi'lih 
w.hich expansion is a W1IIf;ch-word' and: evangeli~tion a pase"lon! 

(~) His personal responsibility was deeply felt. 
He knew ·thaot the interests of the kingdom rested wpon h.im. :Thllit is the 

very '~rouud of his prayer, and the occas"lon I()f hIs anxiety. The greatest goad 
to jndustry and stimulus to efficiency ds in 1he sense of reSjponsibiIioty. 

'D.id you ever run .through the Scriptu.res to see how the word "must" runs 
.in t'he life of the Master and His chief a.postle, :Paul? At twelve years of age 
Jesus Said., "Wist ye not I must be abou·t my Father's Ibusiness." "The Son of 
Man must suffer many ·things." "I must go unill> Jeru·salem." "I must preach 
the kingdom." "I must a;bdde at thy ,house to-day." "These things must fi·rst 
come ·to ~·ass." "That which is wrUten must yet be accom.plished." "The Son 
of Man must ibe ·delivered." "All things must lbe fulfiUed .. " "The ,Son of Man 
'lnust be lifted up." "I must Increase." "I m1ist wor.k the works of Him th,a,t 
sent me." 

Of Paul it was said, "I will Sihow him how great othdngs he must suffer." "I 
must -by all means keep this ·feast." "I must also see Rome." "I must bear 
witness also at Rome." "We must all 8lPpear IbellGre ·the jud.gment seat.'" '\The 
servant of 1he 'Lord must not strive." 

I love the word "must." It voices a holy necessitY, an'd ·the man who never 
feels it, fails to comprehend the spirit of -the Oh-ri-st or to exh.iJbit the character 
of an apostle. Men sometim.es re'bel ~inst wh,a,t they call the hard necessi·ties 
of Ufe, !bu1 the blackest of them are .blessings in disguise. J'oihnson w.rote ihiis 
immortal "Rasselas" .because he must have money to ,buy ·his m'Other's cOoffin. 
Lee invented the loom ·because 'he must make money enough to dTive the wolf 
from the doOor. -Mrs. Trollope took to authorship .because she must support her 
fatherless family. Coleridge was descriibed iby Wordsworth as "the most myda:d 
minded man si·nce .Shakespeare," and yet the fact th·lllt his ·friends foolishly 
contr.ibuted to him suf.ficient fOor life's comforts w.ithout ·the necessity of wH, 
lef·t !him wi·th a lack of responsibility to become the easy :prey .to drugs and 
the victim of destruction. 

·Give me a man with a sense of re~nsi-ibi.uty and in that circumstance 
alone he ·has .the first element of success. The .prayer.llul lad, Solomo'll, IIIpproach
ing the th.rone, .is the prophecy of the potentate who ruled the world, astonish·ing 
all "ld-n-gs and queens wdth his wisdom, and. th.is also is a part of his dream. 

III. THE DIVINELY ANSWERED PRAYER. 
~ 

(a) It was a prayer that pleased GOd. 
The h.ighest point ·to which prayer ever a:ttained: was .reached, of course, 

in the ·petitions of Jesus and voiced in ·these words, "Thy ·wHl, not mine, be 
done," a revelllltion of Ithe utter hum·andty of ou·r Lord and: ·the reality of His 
fies'll, and yet at the same time, an expression of a ·faith -that rose .triumphant 
against what He knew to ibe the mal.ignity and .murderous fl'Pi.ri·t of man, a.nd 
also agal·nst ,th·aJt natu'ra! shrinking which the sensdtive sinless feel at mis
understanding, ;misrepresent81tion and injustice. The problem of true .prayer 
is not so much ,the securing of one's own way as it .is the dIscovery of the Divine 
will, and even when one cannot be assured, he .knows It ;is yet a ifirium'Pib of 
faith to be alble to say to God, as did ilie only BegtO-tten Son, "Thy will." 

!Such a prayer raises one -to the Source of dnfinite .power. It is a great 
cons·ciousness Ito feel that we are wOl'kers together with Him·; that plans. upon 
which we are ·engaged are Hi-s· plans, and projects in which one invests means, 
time, thought and. life are His projects. I confe.ss' very frankly to you that 
that has· been to .me the insph'ation of this w'hole end.eavour. I have never 
d'ou·bte·d from the day of our beginning together that our 'progress was, the 
Divine pleasure ·and our plan perf.ectly approved of (Him. ,Doubtless we have 
~ailed 'Him- .a,t a thousand paints. The d'isappointm-ents He has endure'd through 
our dilatoriness, the gri'ef that has been His ibecause we have gone so slowly 

·about His service, and have so imperfectly comprehended and co-operated· in 
His great plan for us, we shall ·not kn·ow until we s'ee Him face to face, 'but 
·in spite of that fact, I am profound,ly convinced to-d'ay that ·the hold.ing 'of the 
heart of this city for Him is HIs will; that the erection of this great block of 
buildings'; devoted as it is to 'be 'for Ithe advocacy of Christ's name, is iHis 
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pleasure, and: I d'o feel a,.nd through it all have feH, the .stimulus, y.ea, eve.n 
the exhilaration of that potelllt f.act. 

A. J. 'Gord·on tells how a. friend of Coleridge, stand.ing by his ibeds.ide. not 
long ·before his d'eath was led! ,to comment ,on the Lord's prayer, and 'Colertd,ge 
suddenly 'broke out i~ the .statement, "10, my d'ear friend, to pr~y, to pray as 
God would have us; to 'pray with all the heart and, strength, with the reason 
and the will; to pray vividoly that Godl wHl liSiten to your votce. through Christ, 
and do the t'hing He 1Ileases, tMs is the last, the greatest achievement of ,the 
Ohristian's Wiarfare on' e·arth." And· it is an achieveme·nt possible only 1n 
·Christ. As 'Gordon remarks, "If Ghrist's will covers, interp·enetrates and ab
g·otbs our will, there can be no con,flict between our will and: the .soverign 
wis'hes of God. 

-Doubtless that is the sO'rt of a prayer to which the promise is made, "'What
soever ·things ye desire, when ye pray, believe that y·e receiv'e them and. ye 
shall 'have I:'hem." (Mar.k 11: 2-4). "And -thl!.s is 't·he confidence 'We have in him, 
If we ask a.nything accordin,g to His wlll, He heareth llS". (.1 Jno. 5: 14.) 

(b) It was a prayer perfectly and. promptly answered.. 
'Godi d,oes not always answer promptly. To save us from 'becoming spoiled 

children He decide.s what is hast 'for us and ,ofttimes jUSitly and profi,t8.0bly d'e
lays us • 

.As we ·review this morni·ng the way by which we have come to this hour, 
It is -d,otted! with d'elays, delays .tha,t were at the ,time diIfficult to understand; 
delays that were a trial to patielllce; d,elays that left the heart llaint and even 
raised the question whether the answer would ever come; 'but in the light of 
prese·nt eve n·ta , d'elays that we noow 'know were not ·~atal nDr even harmful or 
unnecessary. 
. While we have waited Ollr answer, God has enlarged :both our vision and 
.expeota.tion. If our impatient prayers were promptly an·swered" 'We would 
,bring -God! d'own to our little level, but through impor,tunate prayer He lifts 
ns to the level of His' larger plan for us. '''In God"s .school it is no mOl'e true 
than in man'.s, that pupils can ·step immediately into the highest att'ainments 
w.ith. no previous studlY' ,or ddligent mastery of the first principles of faith." 

.Our ·failure is the lack of our importunity. Two ye·ars ago we were at a. 
critical poi-nt in our history. We had! talked of this' temple so long, but to see 
no mate·rial evidence of It, and the temptation to turn from the id.e,al and treat 
it as a d·ream never d'estined, to realization, was s,trong. In s'ptte ,of the fact 
that when I came to this pulpit, I came expecting to see this 'd'ay, and on· my 
knees again and' again pledlged G,od! never to weaken until it was done, and 
never to let multiplied difficulties flood' me with d'oubt, I did feel profoun'dly 
the·dow·nward pull 'of that ·parti-cu1ar time and! in late and early watches of ,the • 
nilllht, wond'ered' if II hadl been Visionary and for a quarte·r of a century had led 
only a forlorn hope. 

'Who will tell us how many tlme.s we hav,e ceased to pray just when our 
peUtions were havi.ng 'God's most carefuI consI-deratlon? Who will tell us hDW 
many desirable ente·rpr·ises have perished! from laclt of importunity and how, 
ofttimes, the plan of God has suffered' at our hands becau.se just when faith 
shojlld have fl'uitedi, it languished' and! failed,? 

It Is a great and· exhila·r.aUng ·ex·perience ,to come into the presence ot God 
wioth our ·petition.s and to have Him in.stantly and! perfectly answer. Under, the 
might.y impress of such an event, we always pledge ,ourselves afresh and' with 
fervor. With ·my officers in IChicago I praY'ed! for a .sick man 'a loved, olricial 
and he w,as immed~ately healed. I said then, "I will never dou'bt God a,.gain:: 

In Brantford, Ont., six 0.1' eight oQ-f us knelt ·a,.round the couch of an aged 
woman a,.nd' ,begged. God to lay His handl upon her an-d 11ft her up .and let her 
go to the house of God an-dl hear His· WlQrd' again, andi when the pr·aye.r was 
'over .and the 'Spirit sugge,ste·d!, "Take ·her ;b1' the hand and in the name of 
'Chrisll comm'and· her to walk," I was obed~e·nt and, 'beh,eld such an in-stanb re
sponse &S to drive e·",ery dlou.bt of GodJ's 'power from the min'd, and fill me with 
the purpose to pray often and expect alway,s. 

When In the White Temple, Port'land Ore., a half ·OOzen of us laid hands 
upon Elizabeth IStrickland, w.ho for six years had' known n,o use of ·either 11mb 
'as a result of infantile ·paraly.si~, and· she was· raised up Ito normal he·alth amI 
str~ngth, I shouted: my joy and! assured' my. own soul I should never dilubt 
agam. 

But the sudd'en emotion of an immediate answer to prayer, like ·all sud-
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dienly coming things, shertly pas'ses, and. leaves a disappointin,g ,d·e'posit of faith, 
'while Ithe desires that survive the years and are voiced' a thousand' times, when 
at last they are accorded, it, produces an impression as permanent as the 
prayer itself was importunate, it ma'kes ·a dJep.osit of faith that will never fail. 
. I think I speak truthfully and at the same time soberly when I ,say that in 
God',s multiplied responses to my appeals, no intance of them all h·as so Im
presse'd, me with Hi.s personality, His· love, with the fidelity of His promises 
and the Indinity of His power and the riches of His gr·ace, as the 'r,ealization 
this d'ay of this' dream of the year,s. 

Here, ,as with ,Selomen, 
(c) 'God, has given lI~ore than asked, or thought. 

Listen to His response, "Behold" I have done 'accordling to thy words. Lo, 
I have given thee a wise and Ilnci1erstandiing heart, and I hav.e also given thee 
that which ·thou hli,Et not asked: 'behold riches and honour so that there shall 
not 'be among any .of the kings -like unto thee all thy days. And if theu wilt 
walk in my ways, to ~eep my command·s andl my statutes as thy father 'David 
did, thl311 will I lengthen thy d,ays". Riches, honour, length of dlays! These 
are the "\pressed! down" answers of God. They represent ",the heap" of His 
grace, "the overflow" of His love. 

Has God cll-anged? Nay, verily. iShont1y after this pastorate cbmmenced, 
we began to ·pray together for and a'bout the temple we dled.icate to-dlay. Then 
we neither saw noor expected :the Northwestern Bible Scheol. Then we !had no 
vision wbr.tever of the six ;build1ngs it now .owns and no d'ream of the studen,ts 
who throng its halls, ,being equipped as ministers and missionaries. Ten years 
ago, yea, ,even Jive, Jackson Hall had hardily taken form in our thought, and 
three yearll a,go this audUorium, a dream now made as permanent as the &tone 
and cement and slteel of which it is constructed', was 110t perfectly visualized. 
but to-day they are all ours. It is God's go.od measure. It is another proof 
that His answers exceed all we expect or think. 

What grace to give us the valuable property of the old s'chool' ,building and 
its g.rounds, ·the beautiful and attractive Lyman Court, now Russell and' Stimson 
Halls and :the thir.d yet unnamed; to gi ve us the corner of Thirteenth and Yale 
Place, our future school. considie'red a location almoslt as superb as Ly:man 
,Court itself, and, then Jackson Hall, a memorial to the name of .one whose 
widlow, 'by generons gUts, stirred our hopes at the moment when snch stimulus 
was most needed; ·and beside whose offering you laid, yours in ardor and love 
to raise to heaven one of the most attractive houses' yet 'builded in the naml3 
of the ,Lordi! Now, as if to prove Himself our adequate Lord, this splendid 
'fane wMch from foundation to finial speaks in stability of construction and 
grace of appe8ll'ance, in simplicity of adornmen!t, grandeur of sweep and sacred
ness of JlaUo,we-d associations. Oh, what a God! 

With a' single dUustration, I conclude. ISamuel W. Allerton, a famous 
lover of horseflesh and! a muUi-millionaire, ,through his 'k.indness to my church 
sopran.o, ibecame ,to u.s :thirty-five years ago an in'dividual of interest. I picked 
UiP a Chdcago 'Plldler one morning and saw that the day ibefore he had 'lost from 
his sh.irt foront a diamond, valued at $08,500 and ihad offered :to the ,finder a 
haudsome reward. T,wo days IlliteI' the same ipa,per announced! that CeUne 
Seelman, of '3-6'52 Wa:bash Avenue, only tw,o blocks ·forom our home, on returning 
from a shopping ,tOUT stood near ,the cwble tracks 'and a fur.ious wi'nd had torn 
one of her Ibundles' ,from her arm ·and ,sent it rolling to the gutter. The young 
woman pursued her departing purchase and .finally, when it stuck in the mud 
against the ,cu'l'Ibstone, she stooped .to ,puck it up. Her hold was poor, and the 
package sli'Pped! a second time :t!rom 'her hands and ,rolled more deeply into the 
dirt. Again ·she frantically ,plunged af:ter it, but this ltime a ,point of light shot 
up forom the mud and dirt. Turning ,from the une~pensive !package she Ufted 
it out. It was 'Samuel Allerton's ·dIamond, for the recovery of which she later 
received a Uberal ,reward. 

It is a 'Parable! We have bent i()ur knees for ,the lesser thing, but 10, while 
we stooped we saw the greater! 'We coveted the .good; we were granted the 
best; aud when, this afternoon, this buUding ds dedicated, It will not voice the 
joy of the ,pastor of ,the First Bapti'st Church and' his wHe and family alone, 
nor even that of the church family, 2,7'00 strong. All through this city, all 
through t'his land, across ,the Atlantic, beyend the Pamfic, ithere are friends 
and fellow-Chrlstians willo 'Would join with us .in giving God ,tihe glory and in 
attrllbuting the triumph of this day to the riches of His grace. 

.. 
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~E publication of this paper as a missionary· enterprise i. made possible by the gift. of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 

(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank·offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hop~ to add to our free list, from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL -McMASTER AND DR. W. H. P. FAUNCE. 
In our issue of November 29th last, we published letters which had passed 

between the Chancellor of McMaster University and the Editor of this paper, 
in which the Editor protested against the action of McMaster University in 
conferr.ing a degree upon Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President of Brown University, 
on the ground that Dr. Faunce was a champion of- Modernism. In the Editor's 
letter, he requested that his protest be brought before the Senate of McMaster 
Univer·sity as the body responsible for conferring the degree. 

T,he meeting of the Senate was held. January 14th. At that meeting the 
Honorary Degree Committee made a report which was adopted by the Senate
the Editor and one other voHng against it-in which the Senate justifies its 
action in honouring Dr. Faunce. At the' same meeting there was pass'ed a 
resolution strongly condemning the Editor of this paper for his criticism, and 
informing the denomination that the Senate was of the opinion .that there was 
no hope of their being a.ble to work harmoniously with .this critic. This resolu
tion was strongly opposed by one member of the. Senate, and we believe several 
others did not vote. 

The Editor of The Gospel Witness welcomes the opportunity to explain to 
the denomination in particular, and to the Christian world generally, some 
matters which have long ·needed to be cleared up. He has, therefore, announced 
that two meetings for this purpose will be held in Jarvis Street Church, Thurs
day and Fr.iday, January 24th and 25th. He originally intended that the meet
ings s·hou'1d be held Monday and Tuesday; but a representative of the student 
body of McMaster communicated with him, requesting that, if possible, the 
meetings should be held at a later date, in order that the students might be free 
to attend, as they would be engaged in examinations the first three days of that 
week. Being very anxious ·that the students· of McMaster should hear what 
will be said, we have very cheerfully changed the dates. 

At the first meeting we shall review the history of McMaster University, 
and endeavour to show the del1'omisation who are responsible for bringing the 
ins.titution into its present deplorable condition. Some things that ought to 
have been said long ago will be plainly stated. We shall avoid the discussion 
of personalities. 5'0 far as that may be possible; but a moment's reflection will 
show that it will not be 'possible wholly to avoid mentioning names. We are 
quite prepared for the charge that we deal in personalities. A little thought, 
however, will convince our readers that the Senate's course in this matter is 
chiefly dictated by personal considerat~ons. Modernism in the Baptist Denom
ination of Ontario and Quebec has been persistently championed by a little 
group of men who seem to be outstanding illustrations of the pri·nciple that 
faith and a good conscience go together. When men depart from the faith, it 
is usually an indication that they have previously lost a good conscience. This 
is the philosophy of the methods employed by Modernism. It i·s wholly COD-
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scienceless. It is a habit of Modernists everywhere, like Ahab on the field of 
Ramoth, to hide behind some conservative. Jehoshaphat, who wa's too weak to 
refuse. to pull Ahlllb's chestnuts out of the fire. Thus many men who are per
sonally ·sound .in the faith are made the weak and unsuspecting tools of satanic
ally inspired enemies of the truth. The Editor will endeavour in his address of 
January 24th to strip the mask from the face of some Modernists, and to expose 
,the ugly features which that ma·sk conceals. As the god of this world blind,s the 
minds of those who be!.ieve not, so he also endeavour·s to disguise his purpose 
in the presence of those who believe. We are confident the time has come 
when Baptists in the Convention of Ontar,io and 'Quebec ought to take a stand 
on these matters; and, at all cos't-s, in the address to be given ne:x;t week, the 
Editor will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, about that 
modernist group that have led McMaster University to the edge of a precipice. 

The Editor hopes to comp'lete his address on Thursday evening. 
Friday evening there will be a great meeting for pray.er for' McMast'er 

University, when we 'shall ask the Lord to arise in His might and by His own 
power to deliver the Unive>I's,ity out of the hands of those whose principles have 
'blighted the denomination for so long, and ;to deliver it to the management of 
those who will be true to "the faith once for all delivered to the s·ain'ts." 

We earnestly beg an interest in the prayers of all WHne'ss readers for these 
-two ·services. We who profess to believe in the supernatural must put our 
profession to the proof by ,invoking supernatural power to fight our battles. 
This is our only hope: "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
'mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down imagina
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself against' the knowledge of God, 
and ,br.inging into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 

Remember the da·te-Thursday and Friday, January 24th and 25th. 

THIS WEEK'S SERMON. 
The sermon we publish this week was preached by Dr. W. B. Riley in 

connection wbth the opening of his great auditorium in Minneapolis. The Editor 
of The Gospel Witness was privileged to preach the dedicatory sermon Sunday 
afternoon, and also to preach a-t the evening service; as well as giving three 
addresses on Monday, t·hree on Tuesday, two on Wednesday, and one on 
Thursday. 

The great work, of which our eSlteemed friend, Dr. Riley, is the human head, 
is a monument to the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I'n addition to his 
great church of over twenty-six hundred members, there is ·the gr:eat North 
Western Bible Training School, with over olle hundred and ninety resident 
students. These are housed in commodious and attractive -buildings, and pro
secute their studies in the spirit of the great church by whose life they are so 
largely influenced. The church buildings !lire probably unequalled, certainly 
unsurpassed, on the American continent. Jackson Hall is an architectural 
delight. It is said to ·have an accommodation in all its classrooms for a· Bible 
School of more than three thous·and. The great auditor.ium ·seats somewhere 
from twenty-three to twenty-five hundred persons. By actual count, January 
6th, at the three services, there were just four 'less than eight thousand presen·t 
-the afternoon congrega.tion, including many froin _ other churches, numbering 
three thousand and forty-two. Hundreds of these, however, were standing. 
The morning congregation numbered 'about twenty-six hundred, and the evening, 
approximately twenty-four hundred. 

The sermon containec;l in this issue of The Gospel Witness was the first 
preached in the new 'building. We feel sure that many of our readers will be 

glad to share the inspiration which came to the great audience to whom it was 
addres'sed, and will share in the rejoicing of this noble church in this crown.jng 
accomplishment of Dr. Riley's great ministry. The influence of this great 
preacher extend's all over the continent, and the reading of ,this sermon, we are 
,sure, will lead many to pray that "his bow may abide in strength, and toe arms 
of his hands be made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." 
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·THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON COURSE. 

LESSON XVII. JAN'UARY 27TH, 1924. 

lSRlAElI./'S :BONDAGEl-"Exodus 1-4. 
'In our studie1il.in Genesis we have seen something of the long conflict ,be

tween good and evil. Beginning wi·th Eden, with Abel an·d Cadn, these two 
principles are seen on every pa:ge oo-ntendang for the mastery. In the story of 
the floo·d! we have a prophecy of the ultimate triumph of good. Following upon 
th'at, we have seen the two !principles still at war, ·1inddng their an·carnati"ons in 
Abraham's family in ISlliac and. Ishmael, in Isaac's family in Jacob and Esau I-n 
Ja.coib's family in Joseph and his·ibrethren. .In the book of IExodus, as in every 
other book that ever has ,been wri·tten, we find a repetition of th!is history. 

I. THE FIR-ST CHAIPTER. 

!Here we have ,the story of the multiplication of the chosen seed filling 
Phara;oh and his servants wiitJh fellir; an11 yet in SlPite of :a1-1 their devices con
tinuing to mul,tiply. It ds suggestive of Ithe early chlllPters of the Acts ot 1lhe 
Apostles. Throughout ,the Book the principle of the 'bond-woman a:nd of the 
free peI'6ists. . 

CHA,PTER TWO-THE ,BIRTH OF MOSES. 

He w.as, as he ,hImself reoo,gnized, a tY'Pe and: prophecy of a ,Greater ,than 
he. ,Stephen descr:i'bed tiIle da'rkness of the day "an wh.ich ,time Moses was born". 
Thus, too, "Jesus was born ~n Bethlehem of Jud'aea in the days of Herod the 
k,ing". Tlhis life of good purpose begu-n in Egypt, the power of evU sought to 
,destroy. Herod was the successor of Pharaoh, -though centuraes lay ,between. 
From then until -now ,the Devil has always Ibeen able to ,find· a Phar·aoh or a 
Herod through W'bom to vo.ice his hatred of ,the C'hosen seed. But Moses outlived 
.Ms would,be destroyers, and returned again into Egypt, even as' 1t was said 
concerning Jesus, "They are dead who sought :t:he young child.'s· life". B1lJt 
observe here the contrast between ,Moses and our ILord. It was necessary that 
Moses should be trained for his work, that he should Ibecome learned in all the 
w,isdom of the Egyptians. Hence he was ·providentially ,brought into the home of 
Pharooh's ·d·aughter. Ch,rist, on th'e other han·d', being the ;j,ncarnation of eternaJ 
wisdom, needed no such training, so that even the grea:test schola'rs o,f His day 
enqui,red, "How knoweth this man letters, haV'ing never learned?" The second 
chapter record·s Moses' heroic attempt to deliver h,is !brethren from the Egy,p
U.ans, :when he ·discovered that his brethren understood not the divine pur,pose. 
Here is a further oontra..st: .our Lord Jesus never acted prematurely, never 
made a mistake. .Moses in hIs use of ,forct;l tY'Pddied the law, through whom it 
was given; !but grace and truth came Iby Jesus Chr.iBt. 

CHAPTER THREE-MOSES COMMISSIONED. 

Through. the revelation of the iburning ,bush Mosee is advi-sed of the 'Lord's 
purpose, and commissioned to deliver 'his .people o1llt of ·the hand of ,the Egyptian. 
IJike has 'great Anti-tY'Pe, he was sent of God. Unlike, too, his great Antitype, 
he showed some reluctance to OIbey. Note the contrast in Hebrews: "And iMoses 
verIly was faUhful in aU >his house, as a servoant, for a tes'timony 'of those things 
which ·were to Ibe spoiken after; 'but Christ as a son over hts own 'house; whose 
house ar,e we".- (Heb. 3: 1-6.) Moses Is ,sent in ;the Name of God; so Jesus clllme 
in His Father's Name. He was w:a,rned of oppoSiition i'O his !Il1inistry. iSO, also, 
did the spirit of evil oppose the ministry of our Lord. 

CHAPTER FOUR-THE 'MINISTRY OF SIGNS. 

. This che,pter shows bow Moses was cloJt.b.ed wUh a supernatural ·power, and 
autJhorized to exercise that power as a credential cerHfying his divine commis
sIon. ,So the 'Lord Jesus ibegan His ministry wIth a si.g.n; 1IJld to the end' of it, 
his mindstry was characterized by the exercise of supernatural powers. If we 
eliminate the ,supernatural from the Bible, we Ib.ave no 'Bi,ble left. On' every 
,plllge it challenges us to believe in God. <Incidentally. dt .is wise when lellidling 
cJ.asses throu·gh these Old Testament ·Scl'liPitures to show !bow every page insists 
thllit God has spoken, and the whole Book lliSS'umes its own divine inspiration. 



12 THE GOSPEL W~TNESS 

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Last Sunday. In ithe morning the Rev. A. W. Banfield" General ·Secretary 
of the Bl"itish and Foreign Bible Society of West Afr.ica, ga.ve an interesting 
and instructive account of ·the work of the 'Lord :in 'chat d·ark land. The BL'ble 
Society 'lieserves the support of every believer !Who believes the 'Bi:ble to be 
the Word of God. This IS'oci'ety is auxiliary to every MisSiionary ,Sooiety in the 
world, and· exI,sts solely to give all people the 'Word· of God jn their own 
language. 

In the evening there was a great congregaUoJl. Ten weI'e baptized. TJlree 
came forward i·n ·response to ,the ,invf.tatio·n. lAt the Comm,union service follow
ing thirty-four new members received' the ha;nd of fellows'h·ip, mak!ing over two 
hundred additions since Oeto,ber 14uh, f·or which we praise God. The actual 
attendance at :the Communion Service was 5~7. But we ought to average at 
least 7000. Let eV'ery member plan ·to be present 'Feb. a'rd. Remem:ber also :the 
weekly Communion every Sun'llay evendng except the fi·rsrt dn the month, at 6 .. 3-0. 

Sunday Next. The Pastor's e.venin,g sub1ect wilL be 

"Why Some Individuals and Institutions Need to ·Be Blown 
Up W.ith Dynamite." 

The Week: Tuesday's BdMe leCiture 'by the Pastor will 'be on '~Is·r.ael's 

Bondage." Thursday -the Pastor will spealt on 

"McMaster University's Approval of ,Dr. Faunce's Infidelity," 
In Which he will review 'McMaster's re·c·ent history, and, appeal to the, 'Baptists 
of the Gonvention of Ontario and' -Que'bec .to awake to the d:en,ominwtion's peril, 
and unite to clea·n out the ISenate of that instJitution. . 

,Friday Evening, 8 o'clock-A Great Prayer Meeting for McMaster, to which 
aU Baptis,ts and others are invite'CiI, that we may pray that Godl will Himse1f 
,,'trls'e and remove from the Senate those influences which 'have so long 'been a 
'bllght upon the denomination's spiritual 'progress, and make the Univers~ty 
a centre of spi·ritual !power, of evangelistic ·passion and mIssiona.ry zeal, true 
In f·act as in profes.sion to the University's motto, "In 'Christ All Thing.s Gon
sist." Those who protes·s· faith in the supernatural should j·nvoke the super
naturaJ ill ·defense of the :truth, as ELijaJl did on Oarmel. The God 'Who 
anS'wered' prayer ·and! purgedJ Jarvis 'Street Ohurch and made it a ,bles.slng ,to 
thousa·ndls, can purge ~McMaster Univer.qj,ty. Let us pray that God will an.swer 
'by ifire-not of jud·gment ,but of mercy. 

Alt ,both s'ervices an offering will be taken to pay the expense. of the 'print
Ing of th·e Pasror's address (which will be stenographically reportedi) In such 
numbers as wHI enable us to sen'll· it thr·ough all ,the denomination. We ask for 
flit lea&t $2,00.0. Bring your purses. 

The Dorcas Society will meet in the Church Parlor Thursday after.noon, 
January 24th, at 2 o'clock. AI'I ladies of the church and congregation are in
vited to come early to sew. Therc will be a business meeting at 5 o'clock, when 
messages from missionarics who 'received "Comfort Boxes" win be read. A 
good attendancc is requested. Supper' will be prepared by some of the 'ladies 
from the Parliament Street Branch, and served at 6.30, to which we welcome the 
gentlemen and young people. The tea Ihour gives thc membership of t·he church 
and their f.riends an opportunity to meet each other and ,become acquainoted. A 
collection is taken 'at the tables to defray expenses of the supper. 


