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"And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian,. bought him of the hands of the lshmeelites, 
which had brought him down thither. 

"And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was 
in the house of his master, the Egyptian. 

"And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that. the Lord made 
all that he did to prosper in hi. hand. 

"And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him; and he made him 
everseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 

"And it came to pass from the time that he had made him oven.eer in his 
house, and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian'. house for 
Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, 
and in the field. 

"And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not oUf/ht he had, 
save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well 
favoured."-Genesis 39: 1·6. 

[IJ
T is always interestlng to study the biograpihies of great men; but '1 it is profitable, not merely :to regard Ithe ofindshed temple, 'but to 
study the 'house while ~t ,is ·buf.}(l:in-g-,not merely to look with 

. admiration u.pon a symmetrlca.lly developed character, ibut -to 
.. '. ,consider ,the .pri-nci,ples by which that eh,al"acter is formed-. And 

If you stud'Y the ~ife-sto~y o,f Jos·eph. y'ou. will find that Ijh.roug,h it all ·two prin­
ci.ples are operating. One is for evil. From the llegmni-ng, Joseph is envi.ad of 
his !brethren. There comes ;f,nto his life a !principle which seeks ,to effect his 
h'umiiiation and ,to destroy his power ·for good In the world. He is separnted 
from his father; he is 'Sold· dnlo Egypt; he is ulti.nlately Ica·st into ~e dungeon. 
A.nd you can see upon every page ,of his history that there is th·at principle 
which ma:kes for evil, and which wou-ld seek to bring hJm down Q,nd down, ever 
to a 'lower depth .. On the ather hand, you' will ':find that there is operating 

. th~.re a ,principle which maltes for good. His father loyd him. He had a 
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dream 'Of future prosperity, a dream. wh,ich was repeated :to. him. As he is cast 
into the pi,i;, the principle OIPerates even in one of Ms Ibrethren: whlle he d'oes 
not ·wholly reverse the judgment of the co.mpany, yet he l"epen'ts of the first evil 

. they had intended. :Aild so he is sold into the hands of a company 'Of merchant 
men goi.ng down into E'gy.pt. You wiU find that when he gets ,there, ,there is a 
principle maki'ng for 'g'Ood, exalting him in the house of Potiphar, Ibringing him 
into. contact wi·th Pharaoh's ,baker and 'butler, and ultimately Ibr.in.ging him to a 
position next to the throne. 

tIn every human Ufe there are these two principles lilt wor·k. Every 'man 
and woman and iboy aild g·irJ here this morn·in-g Imows that there 1s a force 
within-it .is d.itlficult to delfi·ne-/but tlhere· is a Ioorce within wlhich Woould dNLg us 
down, which w-ould .turn us aside from the th:ings which are right, and whJ.ch 
would destroy our ,power ·to do goo.d. tOn the 'Other hand,. ,there are noble 
impu-lses; there i-s a gracious spirit at :work, seek'ing to save us fl"o.m the 
by·path, to !protect us from .the precIpice, and to 'bring us to a realJ.zati01l of 
Gol,l'·s high ·and h.oly purpose f'Or us. 

What :is .the e:x:plian-atioo of ,the marvello.us success 'achieved by othds man 
Joseph? I think you have it in the ·section of IScripture I have ·read to you for 
a ,text. And I begin Iby putting into your hand the' key which wiU interpret 
his history. RepeatedJy it :1s said in these:fe'w verses, "And the 'Lord was wUh 
Joseph." It was the .presence of the Lord in Joseph's life which made him what 
he was. A·nll: I remind every·one here this morn.in-g that, no matter ho.w well 
born you are; n-o mllitter ,h'OW holy the'influences :whoich have ,been thro,wn around 

- your lm·a; no matter h01w noble and exalted the ,examp1e .set :befo.re Y'ou .in your 
home by ·a Chr'J.stian father and a Christian m'Other; no matter what tli.e cir­
cumstances are under which you live: it m.ay.be ,thlllt some are well conditiooed, 
it may 'be that some others find Ufe no·t so easy-;but, whatever your circum· 
stances, whatever y'Our .parentage, whrutever your education, ,there is but 'One 
thi.ng ,that can -ensure true success for tMs 'life and sa.lv·a:tion in the life to come 
-and ·that ds the presence of ·God -with everyo.ne of us. ".The ,Lord lWas with 
Joseph."; and every ,man and woman taml hoy ailid' 'girl \here th'is morning needs 
above every other thing in life the presence, 'the compa.nionship, ·the saving 
grace and upholding power 'Of God 'Himself. 

I suppose there was a time w1!-en Joseph aefiniteZy yieZaea himseZf to Goa; 
th·e·re wa,s"a time w.hen, un-d·er ilie influence of ·hls -fa·ther's .teac'hing and e~ample, 
he eame to see :the possibiUties 'Of his wa~k·ing with 'Ood as h'l& father d,id. It 
must have !been early in Ufe in Joseph's 'case'. He .was' his fa:ther's weIl·belo.ved; 
and he must have ibeen instructed respeoting the .purposes of God in the Ufe of 
Jacob and h'is son-so I am sure .th·at, althou.gh we caJllIlot put our finger upon 
·the exact time when Joseph made that decision, ·there was a time when Joseph 
did defini,tely yield 'him-self up to God and resolve that his ·father's 'God shou.ld 
be his God, for that day' and for ever. 

Now, young peo.ple, -it is an important th1ng when' you go to. school for ,the 
first !time; it .is an important occasion whim a !boy graduates from t'he public 
school or ,the high school; it is a great event in life when a f·ather cal·ls ohois iboy 
to .him and- says, "I have done ;the very ibest I can to ·give you an edutlatioo; 
but you have arr'ived at a time in life when you OUght 'to decide just what you 
are go.ing to ·do, what your occupatio.n shaH 'be, your means of livelihood, and 
the form of service you are going to render the world." I say, al1 these occa· 
sions are 'occasions of great moment, of vast importance; but the most important I 
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thing in any mam's Ufe, in amy 'boy's' life, ·in any 'girl's' Ii,fe-the most critical 
'hour of ' all 1.s when ·he or sbe ·is faced with tille ,poSlSllbiJ.ity of open.ing the' ,heart 
to Jesus "Ohrist, and yielding the entIre lUe to His saV'in'g grace and to His 
sov'ereign contro.!. Some of you are looking forward .to the New Yea.r; a.nd 
will ,do like all the rest of us have done-you win be mlllking solemn resoluUo.nS'; 
an.d ·s·ome of them will last for a week or two, some of them longer, and some 
of them possi'bly will be ,bro'ken before the first day .of :the year .Is over. But 
the tiring till'at ~ou need this mornj.ng =is to y'ield that ,heart and: IUe of yours 
erutirely to ,the ,Lord Go·d Himself. Wh·!tt a ,pity it is to see a man' with all his 
life ibehind Mm spent i'n sin, w'asted, lik'e the ,prodigal's, ~n ri,otous living, and 
coming at last, nOlI; on.ly morally .lbanlkrupt ,but IPhysiclIIllY' an'd intellectually 
bankrupt, ruined so far as this life is concerned by yielding to evil pract1ces­
when such am one . comes like an ()ld ~·an who would get a ,ticket for heaven 
with a.'bsolutely notilling but a wreck of what 'he ou.ght to ibe, a:nd !he offers 
himself to God! Bu.t, !blessed be :God, He win take us even llhen; He will blot 
out the .past; He will restore to us the years that the locusts ih.ave eat-en; He 

. wil1 give us a new chance, if not for 4lhis life, then for .the life ,that is to come. 
But ,h()w ·splend.id f.t is when that young Ufe, that iboy ()r girl :with a life's 
pOSSliibiUties before him or her-when such an one sees ·by a revelatiQn from 
heaven that one 'cann'ot live safely and sweetly 'and successfully apart from the 
grace of God, and ,gives himself or hersetf to Ch·rist in ;the m()r,ning of life! 
I:t would .be·worth a man's while 'to trave1.around the world a dozen times for 
the opportunity of ,talk,ing to that group of boys yonder in ,the gallery for' ten 
minutes. If I could say som'e word which, ,by the ,blessi·ng of God, would lead 
one of ·those ooyil to open hIs heart to the 'Lord Jesus', so ,thlllt as' he goes Iliac'k 
to school his lesson-books and everything will ;be consecrated ,to God, and all Ihis 
powers of min'd and of body yieId'ed up to d!ivine service---'l say, :tha't would 
be 'Worth a mllln's spenddng· his whole life getting ready f()r Ithat ten mi,nutes to 
tal,k .to those /boys. I am sure you teacher,s realize something of the possibili,ties 
o·f your service .In enlisting young lives in the service of tlie (Lord Jesus. 'lIherc 
are young men and Wiomen ·here who have not made that decision; 'but.r conjure 
you ,this m()rn1ng to consIder the claims ()f God upon you, so that it may !be said 
of Y'ou as of Joseph, "The Lord is with him." And if that is 'said of a man, no 
one 'can estimate the 'Possl,bilities of usefulness which 'lie in that life. 

"The ·Lord was wUh ,Joseph," ana he knew it. It is a great ,th'in.g ,to kn()w 
that God is with y()U, to be abs()lutely sure that you are in the place where God 
has put y,oU.· The ma:n who is in ,the place w,here God has put him can laugh 
in otJhe llace of hell Itself. You can,not dislodge a man when God is with him; 
you cannot destroy a man when -God is with him; you cannot aceep' a mllln d'QlWn 
w.hen God is ·with him: it is impossiible to d() it. Joseph knew ,that the Lord 
was wUh him. What dId he care when all his ,brethren conSipired against ihim, 
and s·old ,him into Egypt, and sneeri-ngly said, "We ,sha.l1 see wihat will become 
of his dreams." I think Joseph said in his iheart, "Yes, you will." And if you 
had saId to !h'im prIvately, "J,oseph, how ,d() you 'Imow?"1 he would have .f;laid, 
"lBeoa'll'8'e "the ILord Is wi'tiIl me. He wiH :brin,g it to paSls. [do not ·kn'Ow wlhen; 
I do not 'know how; but I am sure He :w-i'll have His way.'! 'Joseph knew it; 
and '\'V,hen he wa-s ridi,n,g do,wn in the caravan of the lsihmaelites, when he looked 
,back and saw Ms br~thi-en disa.ppearing in the distance, and he knew how they 
had conSIPired to kilol him and ,cast him into some pit and conceal his :bl'oo,d, and 
how ,they planned to go back to their father and say, ",Some eVil.ibeast hath 
devoured ,him;" 'lI.l1d as he fol1o~ved them in his imagination iback to their own 
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ho-me, and he ·saw his f!llther full of sorro,w ,because of his supposed d,estructiOD; 
1 have no doulht that Joseph, ,now in the caravan of the Isl).moaiHltes, having 
been sold as a slave-I have no dou:bt .that Joseph in his ,heart was saying, 
"Halleluj'a.h! The Lord is with me. I will come ·back again. 1 will go down 
iilto .Egypt. 1 do not kno{)w what is there; but the Lord is w·ith me, and He 
will open every door before me, and make me to realize the promise of God in 
my life." I say, .it is possible fo! us to know thM God is with us. It is 
,possible for every man and woman and boy and girl to g'o out of .this door this 
mo-rndng, saydng, "Tohe one thing about which I am more sure th3!Il I am of my 
own existence 'is that Go,d is with me ... · .What 'II. wonderfut ,thing .that is! A 
str·anger came i·nto town last Saturday and brought his ·family with him. They 
came that .they mi~M speml the week-end with auother of their children who 
was in the Sicl{ Children's Hospita·l. On ,Sunday morning they came to church, 
,br.i'ng·ing with them their little Iboy of eight. lIe forgot hois rubbers and left 
Ithem up in the ,gallery; and ,his fat'her wai,ted for him !her,e .. S·ome:how or 
another tha;t little chap got out the otqer door, and his father could not find 
him. I found the father wandering around here at the close of the service 
100kiIlJg for t'he Iboy. The boy did nut 'lenow where he lived-they wer.e staying 
w.ith relatives-he did not Itnow the street, or anything about the tow·n. The 
father went home and the boy was not there. He cam'e back here, and I s'aid, 
"We will go and look ,for him." We got into the car, and 1 wheeled up and 
down -these streets until half past two in the afternoon, lookin.g for the boy. 
At last 1 said, "Well, I expect the .police will find him somehow." That father 
telephoned me about five or six o'clock, saying he had just found the boy. He 
had 'n'ot gone very far away; but he could not find his way home. There are a 
lot of grown-up 'boY'S and girls, groW1Il-up men and women ·like that, just lost; 
they do not know h-ow to fin'd their way about. 'But let me tell you that if Q-o,d 
is. with you, He wil'l bring you safely through; and you m·ay lbe sure of ·that 
this mOT'Iling. I wi·sh every 'boy and girl and ev~ry mall and woman would 
ma'ke the decision with me as we proceed; I wish you would say th.ls morning, 
"I am not going to leave this church until I am abs.olutely. sure that God is 
with me. I am going ,to give myself up to Him; I am goi·ng to claim His 
promise; I ·am going for·th from this church to-d-ay as sure that the Lo,rd is with 
me as Joseph was." Will you do -that? It is His call to you. You have the 
promise of His Word .tha,t He wi'll :be wloth you. Ho,w can we have peace; how 
can we !be satisfied in our own souls if we are not sure 1'hat Go,d is with us? 
That is what helped the Hebrew children when they went into the furnace; ,thM 
is what 'helped Daniel among the lions; that is what, I thinlt, inspired Paul and 
,Silas to sing -in prison. Did you ever try to picture tho·se two ·preachers cast 
into jai,l, and 1'heir :feet fast in the sto,cks? At midnight they mad,e the jail ring 
with .their Hallelujahs; they awakened every!body, -the jailer and everybody else, 
singing .the .praises of God. Why? Because the Lord was with them, and 
especially ,because t·hey knew it. That was true of Paul ,on board ship. He was 
not a;t all distur:bed when that ·fearful storm, called Euroclydon, brolte upon 
them, and rwhen neither sun nor stars in many' days appeared, and when all 
hope that they should be saved was taken away. He said, "For there stood by 
me this night 'the angel of God, who'se I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, 
Paul. God is with us." Take· that with you into your business and into your 
homes. Oh, you mothers! I 'wonder if there is anyone in the world who needs 
the hel,p of God ~ike a ~other in these days? ~ou mothe~s who are torn with 
anxiety, and y-ou fathers who are distressed beyond all ex·pression: I d,o not 
know anybody who can ohelp you to ;bring up yo~r children, who can. ensure t~e 
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safety {If your chilc1ren ,but God Himself. You had 'better have the Lord WioUl 
you: take Him home ·with yo~ ,this morning, 

II. Now, WHAT DID TIlE Lonn Do FOR JOSEl'H? He was in ·the house of his 
master, the Egyptian, "The Lord was with Joseph," ana yet Joseph tOas a 
servant. ~hat is not the way 'Peo.ple tal'k nowadays, Josep·h was content with 
his lot, in the mean,time, He -did 'the !best he could in the situation in which he 
found ,himself; and the Lord ·blessed him as a servant. I have ibeen distreesed 
sometimes in my experience as a minister by the zeal {If some ,people who have 
wan'ted to put every young moan 'into the'mi'll4stry, They say, "The Lord is 
with .that young man; make a· prea~her of him." 'Don't be so sure, The Lord 
has need of other men lbesid·es preachers, "If the 'Lord ,is with you, He will 
make you sud-denly rich," Don't be so sure of it. It is quite as J.il{ely that He 
will make you very poor, amd ,that y{lur principles will make you very poor. 
He may in His providence ,bless you wHh this world's goods, 'But the Lord will 
be 'W·ith any rna'll in <the calling wherewith the' is called, It may :be there is 
some man here this morn,ing who is a s·hoemaker, W'ell, ,the Lord be with you, 
Mr, Shoemaker, And there ,is another man who is a teacher, ,o·r a shipper, or 'a 
clerk, or a carpenter, or a farmer-'have any farmers come in here? I do 110t 
know what your occupation is; but I do 'insist that the teaching of this Bible is 
that God wi'll go 'With us into our 'business, A young man who com'es' to this 
church, who ,is a clerk 'in a ,certain esta;blishment and -trusted--,he has been 
there bhree or four years---told me the other d,ay ,that when he came to town 
he could not find anythial:g ,else to do but dish·washing, I said, "Are you still 
in the slIillle 'Place?" "Yes; I have never worked anywhere else," !But lIle has 
gone up and up u.ntil he is trusted with a po,sition of responsibility. But he 
did lIlot consi'der it beneath him to wash di&hes, And that is ,the work of some 
of Y{lU. wom.en, cAre you a.slhoamed, of it ~ I thing it is .l'ath,er a g,ood job, I 
have engaged in it myself f{lr recreation, But whatever your occupation, the 
wrd be with you, I'J.'ohe principle is this: that God wil'! meet us in the sphere 
to whic'h we are appointed; a.nd He will allow us to glorify Him in that place, 
Let us serve Him ,in the calling wherewith we are called. God will be with a 
man in ,the loweat as in the highest wal·ks of life, and in all 'the intermediate 
stages ,through 'Wh,i-eh by His providence we may pass, 

Goa aZso prosperea him in that ht£mble sphere: "And the Lord was with 
Jos'6ph, and ,he was a pros'Per.o'U:s moan; and he was· in 11h'6 .house of his mruster, 
the Egyptian." He was still a servant; ,but God gave Jlim prosperity as a 
s,ervant. I ib.'ave hea'rd of some people who were always lo(}l{ing for auother 
position; and I have never known a. man yet who got that idea in his head 
and who was always lOOking !lor another position, for whom' any position worth 
while in the world ever ,I{loked, Joseph was nat loaking for another position. 
He se~ved God where he was; and ,the 'Lord prospered Mm ,there, iet me tell 
you what 'I merun. We ·have had some little difficulties an this place, I ,believe 
God is going ·to, give us one of the /best churches in the world here in Jarvis 
Street; I thi'n'k we have dt now in pri.nciple, I should not 'be sur:prised, if it be 
His wi.Jl-mel"e bigness d'oes not cou'nt--,but I should, not ilIe surprised, if we had 
one of the Ibiggest. I remember some years ago wib..en I faced ,tha.t question, amI 
somebody said, "Don't you ·th'ink it would ,be easier somewhere els'e?'" I cannot 
tell you all the processes of thought; 'but I tell you tMs: II said ,before the Lord, 
"We are going t{l have a New Testament Church on the corner of Jarvis and 
Gerrard, or, so far as I am concerned, there wBI not be another one in th~ 
world, 'If God cannl(),t help us to get a :bles'sing there, I have no right to expect 
that He wiJ.llbless me anywhere else," ''The Lord was' with Joseph, and he wa:3 
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a prosperous man." Get prosperity where you are, my friend. I do not know 
whether I told you, .but I got a letter the other 'day ·from a pastor ·somewhere in 
the States. He thought the Baptist Bilble Union was a sort of Method.ist 
Stationing 'Committee that could put a man anywh-ere. He ,told me thwt he was 
a great Fundamentalist, and he had a great longing to contend ,for ,the faith; 
but he said, "They won't let me do 1't where I am." (-Laughter). I do not 
wonder that you aU laugh. I had a good laugh myself when I read his Jetter. 
I UlOught there was nothing in the funny ,papers that oould surpass dt. ·I't was 
a iproper ministerial joke. There are a lot of people Uke thait-"J: cannot 
succeed here. '1 could succeed anywhere else." INo; you could not. If you 
cannot ge:t prosperity where you are, you can·not ,get it a,nywhere else in the 
world. Res'olve 'by God's grace that you will have prosperity where you are. 
"The Lord was wit:h Joseph, and he was a prosperous man." lRemem'ber, God 
is wri·ting this down. I do not ,know whether ·the other people called him 
prosperouSl, but God called him prosperous. 

III. "And his ,master saw .that the Lord was with htm, and that the Lord 
made all that he did to pr·osper in his hand." Joseph's 11W8ter knew the Lord, 
was with him. I remember a woman who came .to a church of whioh I was 
pastor some years ago, and she made herself a nuisance in the testdmony meet­
ing. IShe got up one evening to give us an eloq'uent accou·nt of all the wonderful 
things that h,appened when she was converted; and I had' to stop her in the 
midst of it. I sahl', "It is all very lWell, .sister, but that wa·s thirty or ful'lty year,s 
ago. We d,o -not ca.re anYithing about ancient lli&tory; but we do want to know, 
if He ·is doing anything !for you to-d·ay." "Well, d·id 'any,body say that He W'aIB 

not?" [s'aid, "The peo.ple who know you Ibest 'say that He d.oes [lI()lt appear to be 
doing anything for you now. ·Sit down until you can give ev·idence thait ·the 
Lord is doing something ·for you to-day." "The Lord was wLth Joseph . . . . 
and his master saw thait the Lord was with him." It is on-e thing for you to 
know .that the Lord is with you; ·but you have .to so live wi·th Him thM other 
people will find it out. Potiphar d,id, not find, it out by what' Joseph said,; he 
quietly went about his work. Yon cannot convince people that God is w.ith }'IOu 
by some s'peech. fl'hat has its place. Do not !be silent wh-en God would have 
you Slpeak. :But you cannot prove you are a 'Christian .by Slaying so. Nor was it 
by what Joseph d,id, for himself. "Men wil1 praise thee, when ·thou doest well to 
thyself." You have observed that a successful man is mainly successful, accord· 
ing to the world's standard, in feathering his own -nest. One reason why I 
beHeve in the divine in&piration of S·cripture ·is· th8!t its· prinCiples are ,S'O mani­
festly true to life: "!Men will praise thee, when thou doest wel'l to thyself." 
And when a man has spent his life 'piling up money for himself, 'living for 
himself, the whole ·town wUl g·o to his ·funeral. !Some other man, ·perhaps, who 
has not made anY'thing, 'but has quietly Si(lent his life doing good, his passing is 
not even no,ticed in the newspapers. It was not what J'oseph d'id for hImself; 
and it ds not what you do for yourself .that wiJ.l convince people thllit God is 
with you: it was the quality of the work he d,id, for his master; it was Joseph's 
fai·thfulness tn J.ittle things. IJ wonder :how s'ome men live with themselves? I 
remember a man putting on a lIttle electric switch, a.nd I said to him: "Now, 
look at that." "Well, w-hat is the ma'tter with H?" I sai.d, "Can't you see that 
it ds not straight?" "Well," he said, "it is not quite." I said, "W.ould you be 
wiUing to ·go away and leave it like that?" I said. "I ·cannot come into the 
room without seeing it instantly." He was a careless JVorkman. 

Now, if you are a. Christian, I do not care what you do, whether you wash 
Ilis-hes, or make lbread, or carry a .parcel, or write a l-etter, .or make a box, 'Or 
drive a car, there ought to be something about that act of youra which differen­
tiates you fl'lom every,body else. You ought to ,be ashamed to do anything illY' 
ha-lf ,mea,sure. Not'hing ·s!hmt of the very best ,s,hould 'sufliice. Joseph W3!S not 
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serving Potiphar; 'he had the fear of God before his eyes. The teaohing of the 
Scripture is', "that no matter what human mas>ter ·pays· our wages, we serve the 
Lord -Christ: He is the Head of the establishment. [s there any workman here 
this mornin,g who has been .guilty of sUghting his work" lof failing to put 
conscience into his work, and yet calling himself a Chr:1stian? I ,beg of you to 
go home and ask 'God to forgive you, and resolve that from tomon'ow morning 
there shall !be a savour of eh'rist 'about everything you do. 

"The Lord was wilfu Josep'h;" and 'as Potiphar went ·through his house he 
saw how marvellously 'Ilhis servant managed everything, how fa.ithful he was 
to all .the detllJiJs of life. He knew that ,the Lord was with him. 1 do believe 
that a Chr-isti"an profeseion oug.ht to 'be such a ,cer.ti,ficate of character if:hat eyen 
the godless employe_r of labour would rather have a ·Christian man than a.ny 
Union man or any sor.t of workman on earth; ,because he oug.ht 'DO know that 
th8)t man can .be depended upon to d·o Ms ibest always', as unto the Lord. It is 
useless for us to ·come here and study our iBilble and .tal1k about these !things, 
unless these great principles are incorpora.ted and translated 1nto action;' 
conduct and chlllracter, ma'king us d:ifferent Ibecause the Lord is with us. 

IV. Then, Joseph was a mearis of iblessing to other people: "The Lord 
blessed, the Egy,ptian's house for -Joseph's S'lIlke." 'I ;believe .there tis many a 
·family blessed for the s'ake of a godly Iboy or girl in that family. It ,is a grellIt 
thing to have somebody in your home who knows bow to pray. Some child'ren 
here .this morning, jf they only knew it, are .bei·ng blessed /because of theIr 
parents; .th'ere are grown men and women who are blessed: 'because of a godly 
ancestry, .because of prayer which was offered pel'haps before you were iborn. 
That vicarious principle runs all ,till"oug.h ,the :Book. 'Lot w'as saved for Abra· 
ham's sake;' Israel was blessed for IMoses' sa;ke; !David showed the kindness of 
God to Mephibosheth for Jonathan's SIlIke; lNabal, the oourl, was spared for 
A:bigaU's slllke; Jehoram had ,the ;blessing of God ·rest ·upon him for Jehosha­
'ph8lt's ,sake. ;And.it is ,poSsiible for -us to be blessed for the sake of othere, and 
to ibe a means of .blessing ou'rselves. 

[ must hasten to this one g.reat principle; and I hope some of you students 
of the' Word· were saying ·in your heart, "'Surely, he' is' not ,going to miss th~t 
-this morui·ng!" Gan't you see the Lord, Jesus in this te:&t' I ehould Uke to 
have taken tha-t one princiilIe and expounde·d it to you: "And it' came to pass 
from the time that he had· made him overseer in his house, and· over all that 
he 'had, tJhe.t the Lord bles,sed ltihe IDgy.ptian's Ihouse for Josephls sake." From 
the time that IPotiphar put himself and all that he had into Joseph's hand, 
he was blessed.- ·for Joseph's sake. !And, Jose·ph is a twe of ,Clhrist. You can 
hav,e the Lord Jesus in your house and· in your 'businesls just as Potiphar had 
Joseph ~n 'hi-$I house; you can do w.ith Him just e·xaoUy what Potiphar did 
·wit:h Joseph-you can put eve·rything into His hand, you.r SOUf and 'body, your 
interes,tg for time and, ·foOr eternitY'; you 'can surrend.-er it aU to our Joseph. 
":And. from the time that he had mad'e Mm overs'e'eT in his, house, and over 
all that he· had" the Lord bless'ed the ·EgY'ptian's house for Joseph's slIike." 
'1'he troulble with some of you is, you have only put part of it into His hand; 
you have not .made a ·complete surrend·er; you have not made our J'oseph 
Lord.; you have not made !Him Ov~rs'eer of your house. [thin'k Potiphar 
said, "I 'had been looking ·for somebody ,for a olong time to Wohom m ·could 
entrust the management of my house, and· my ·servan·ts; Ibut from the 'mo­
ment I met this stranger and made ·him lord of all, ;j)lessing 'has ,beeD! upon 
my whole, house." IMy dear ;friend, that i-s what we al'e to do with Jesus~ 
we are to put every·thing into_ His· hand; and, from that day God will 'ble'ss: us 
for His s'ake. . 

. I must remind, you of thIs word, and I am don'e. "The 'Messing ot the 
Lord was· upon all that he had illl the house, and in the ·field. ,And· 'h'6I Ieft 
a1-1 that he had in Joseph's hand." ;He put it into his hand, and, he left it in 
his hand,. He said, "Now you assume responsiblUty and you manage .things." 
It is one thing to put things into the hands of Christ, 'and another thing to 
leav·e them there. iCan you leave it theTe this morniug? "Commit thy way 
unto the !Lord; trust also in him; and· he sha'll bring it to ·pass." "And he left 
all ·that he had in Joseph's' hand." ShaH we do that this. mor·nmm?-!Flrst, 
make the surrender, and then leave that which we -commit under His care? 
IMay He 'bless us every one, 
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THE pUblication of this paper as a nlissionary enterprise is made possible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 

(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for al1y thank-offering you nlay be able to send to The 'Vitness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free list, from time to timc, 
the names of ministers at homc and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 

CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 

It iSI a ·common .complaint in ·churches: of all .s1zesr and in all places' that 
the work is -generally left to a few. Beyon'd. question the compl-aint is justilfled 
'by the facts. iNo business' con'cern' in the world couldi long survive the· treat­
ment meted· out to the· ·church. lrIIllllgine a ·great manufacturing 'concern, 
a great railroad cor·poraUon, or some comlmerclab eSotaJblis·hment, with only 
.five 'Per crent. of those 'Who are Oil! the ·pay-roU d,oing any work. ,Such a 'con­
d-ition woum' ral.>id'ly result in 'bankruptcy. But how is this' ·condition of affairs 
to be remedied? How are we· to get eVlerytbody in' the church doing something? 
Is it per,tinent in thois connection ,to enquire what is God's plan? WhaJt has 
the Word' of the Lord' to say on this ,sullJij,eet? 

lin the twelfth chapter of I: Corinthians' w,e are taught that the, church 
is' not an organization /but an organism~ a body ill! whtch t'here are no super­
fluous mem,bers. The .figure 'itself is most instructive. A 'body is' so knit 
together and compacted !by that 'which every joint 5'up'plieth, according to 
the effectualo working in the measure of every part, that it is impos-s1'hle to 
dispense with 'any .member wiotJhout a los's to tlhe body as a whole. So we 
believe there is a providential .completeness about every local assellllbly of 
,believers, within which are aU the gifits necessary to the effectiV'e o'ccomplish­
ment of the wor,le .of the Lord in that 'particular ,place. 

We learn, also, that every member has' a ·particul'ar ,functIon. They ·are 
different from. ·each other, hut not independent of each other. ISo we shouhl 
rememlber tlhat every 'converted' man and· woman has. a special place in the 
Church o,t Christ, and a peculiar service to perform. These, 'We know, are 
mere commonplaces. The question still remains" How are we to .find worlr 
for all the mem:bers O'f the church? 

If we hold, that .figure of the body in mind, 'We 5'hall 'in5'tantly see that 
it is nob ·possi'ble for any man or company of men to tfind spiritualo employment 
for the m.emibers, of Christ's 'body. The teaching of the chapter rererred' to 
is, that the Holy Spirit ;is the Ad1minis:trator; tHe bestows upon each some 
peculiar gin, and .l'eads ea'ch in His own :way to the exercis'e of the gift lIe 
hillS 'bes'bowed. ,H ts obvious, rtlher,ef.ore, that we sllall not meet fhe Church's 
need by devising organizations into 'Whtch the memlbership of the church may 
be !built. The truth is, the only really wor,king chur·ch 'is ·a vita~ church-a 
church that 'is thro'b·bing with spiritual life. iLtfe organizes' its,ellf according 
to its' nature; it tfind·s its own natural express'ion. Thus, too, a 'Vital ,church 
composed' of vital members 'WiH 'be a 'Working ·church ill' the· sens'e of a fruit­
'bearing church. Every memlber will com'e naturally to undermand Ms· par-
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ticular function. The S'pirit of God .will teach him even to the minutest 
detail ·of 'his' service exactly what he ought to do. Nothing is more interesting' 
than to observe the .spirit's' dIscovery o·r the gifted members of Christ's: ·body. 
In the most unexpected quarters, men and' women are found who were mani· 
,festly ordained from the Ibeginn.ing for a peculiar and a. particular service. 
Thus" therefore, our most urgent ne·ed, is, .that the ·spiritual health of the 
church should ibe ibuilt up; and we 'shall be wis'e i'f we turn aside from all . 
attern'pts to effect God's purposes' ,by other means than through a vital'ly 
'fruitful church. 

We. come back, therefore, to the point we emphasIzed' las,t week. The 
Spirit of 'God is the 'breath o·f ,the church. IShe lives ·on-Iy as He d,welLs in 
His, fullness' in her mid'st. VVe, there'fore, say once again to· alI pastors' antI 
others who will read these words, that if our churches' are to ·pros·per, all their 
mem.'befSl must ,be s·et to work; and 1f they are thus to 'be set to work, only 
the iSpirit of God, 'can- do it. He "divideth to every man- severa:lly as he Will." 
And, this condition w"ill obtain only where there is· unceasin,g pray·er. T·he 
prosperous church is the working churoh; the workoing' c'hurch is' ,Ilhe v-ita.l 
chur,cb; .and the 's'pirlitually v-ital ch·urch -i's' the praying church. VVhat sort 
of a church is y.ours? 

THE WILL AS A PERCEPTIVE FACULTY. 

We are all slow to recognize the .princi·ple that our conduct is seldom 
dictated· 'by our judgment. VVith' most of us the lr.nowled'ge of good exceeds 
the doing of it: Our -Lord 'Himse}.f laid down the prin'ciple-anod' no one under­
stands the· constitution of the human· mind· as- He und'erstood it-when He 
said: "If any man willI-eth to do his wHI, he shaH -lmow of the teaching." 
The same prinm·ple is involved in the proverl)--

"C-onvince a man against his' will, 
"He's: of the same opinion still." 

The recognition of thIs prinCiple would save UBI ·from many dUlfieulties. It 
would" for instance, save us 'from the fol'ly of swbstitutin,g education- for 
evan:gelism. It is quite pos'SIi'ble for men to in,form the judgment. It is much 
more dUftcult to direct the will. ·Only the 'Spirit of God can JIlaJk.e our ~arnal 
wills wHHng -to do God's wH!. LIt wouId assist us; often, also, iIII the interpreta­
tion of Scripture. Many portions of S·criptur·e· are not und'ers-tood" not 'be­
cause men cannot un-derstand, but ,because they wiU not. 'We rememlb'er a 
lady who sa-id, ,to a certain gentleman, ".J want you to expound· to ·me the. 
doctr·ine of 'baptism as you und·erstand' it." To this- the gentle·man replied, 
"If J: prove ,to you .from the ,Scripture bhwt you ouglht .to :be imm·er·sed on a. 
profession of your faith, win you !be immers·ed?" "C-ertainlo/ not." "Then," 
sa-id the gentle'man, wisely, we lbeUeve, "that 'beIng the case, it wiU :be only 
a waste of time for us to d'is'cuss the question." 

Thus the various prohlems, as' we -like· to 'cal'~ them, of cond'lict, w.hich 
concern our relations .to others and our duty to God; our understand,in,g of 
the lS'Criptures; our eX!perience of divine guidance,-all these things, in' ollie 
last analysis, de·pend upon a will -that is entirely 'surrendered' to -God: VV'hen 
we are wUUng to do His will, it is- never difficult for us to under'stana what 
His wilL is. 
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THE WHOLE BIBLE S.S. LESSON COURSE. 

LEStSON XVI. JANUARY 20th, 1924. 

JOSll}PH THE RULER-Gen. 46~O. 

I. J{Jsellh as a Ruler may 'be Regarded as 'a Type of Him Who -is Ex­
alted ·t{J ,be a Princ·e a.nd a Saviour. 1. N{Jtwithstanding :tbe .d-igni'ty of alis 
position, Jos'eph 'was not ashamed of his !brethren. So, also, we read, .oh'l'ist 
is n{Jt ashamed to caB us ,brethren. '2. 'We learn from the 46th chapter that 
a record Was preserved of aU who came into Egypt. And' so none will come 
'by a'ccident into the' presence of the Kin·g; ihut they only whose names' are 
written in the Lamlb's 'b{Jok of Life. 3. When ·Pharaoh heard· that J'oseph's 
,brethren had come, it pleased· him weH. There 'Was joy in the royal house­
hold when thes'e strangers came to t'ake ad'Vantage of the ful'l storehous·es. 
Thus, 'floo, Wlhen' our Joseph :JJr·in,gIS us' into 'His lbanqueting-h{Jus'e, there is joy 
in the pres'en'ce of the angels of God. 4. J·oseph presented, his, :brethren to 
the 'king (ch. 47). :So will our Lord' Jesus present us faultless ·before the 
presence o·f Hiis ·glory w.i·th exceeding joy. '5. Tholle willa came to J{Jseph for 
corn voluntarily made themS'elves ;Pharaoh's' 'bond.-servants: "And· they said 
thou hast s·aved· our l'ives. ,Let us find· grace in the· sight of my Lord, and 
we will ,be Pharaoh'·s servants." Thus have all Ibelievers Ibeen ibough·jj with 
a price, anll 'become the 'hond.slaves' of our glorious Lord, to serve Him joy­
ously, world without end. 06. When Jacob was dead, his sons feared the ex­
haustion of Joseph's ·grace (ch. 50: 14Ja1), ·but were reassured 'by h'is· proIDIi&e. 
We' need, never fear, for s'alvation had its {Jrigin 'vith God, and· He. is un­
changeabl'e. The principle of gra'ce, Le., that salvation is ~om God alone, 
argues eternal oJ.ife. 

1lI. Jos.eph as an Example to all True Servants of God. 1. He was not 
as·hamed in his prosperity of his !brethren of humbler station. How full of 
tragedy life is ill! this re'spect! 'Children ,become ashamed {J,f their parents, 
and friends of their friends. A true 'Christian wUh value men for what they 
are, and will respect the sacred· relations:hips of life. '2. Joseph was a true 
,brother, even to those who' had' dealt hardly Iby him. How s·ad it is to see 
·brothers and· Slisters dilIer, and. ·for some small matter alienated, from' each 
other ~or years, and sQmetimes for a Hfetime! Let: every Christian learn 
fro'm Josep'h's exa,mple how to 'be kind, forgiving one another, even as' God 
for Christ's' sake hath f{Jrgiven us. ·3. J,oseph 'became hiS' father's greatest 
comfort in the e·vening time, even as he had 'been his: joy in· earlier years. ~ 
So ought dutiful sons to remem'ber the ,fifth commandment, wh~ch is' the first 
commandment with llrom1s·e. 4. He 'became 'Q{Jd's agent ill! ·the solving of :' 
Jacob's pro'blems, ·ma·king it ·possible for the old man to see that all things 
wOTked iloge'ther for .good. H i-5 'a Ihappy priv,Hege when 'a beldever is thus 
'permitted to d·ispel doub.t and minister to the estalblishment of ·faith in God. 

There is' another aspect of this less·on into which we cannot enter here, 
,but which we sugge·st as a pro'fita'ble line of study: the ·prophetic aspect of 
Joseph's story, looking t{J the end of the age, and perhaps throwing its· glory 
into the millennia} period, woul'd prove a su·bject of 'grea't interest. In the 
'bless-ings which Ja'cob pronounced upon the sons of Joseph and. upon his own 
sons, he &pelllk·s as a Iprophet, and ibis prophecies, some· lO,f them, are ye,t to 
'be ful:filled. 
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CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

TEL.EGRAMS FROM PASTOR TO PEOPL.E. 
A great volume ,of pllayer has gone' up from the :people gatlher,ad at the 

prayer serv'ices tha;t t!he J .. ord would .richly !bless and u·s·e the ,p.a;stor -in Winni­
pe:g and Minneapolis, wher·e he ~s speakIng in the interelSts 'of the -BaptIst Bible 
Union. The foHowing tel·e·grams· !have been received',ff-om the Pastor and real 
at the meetings: 

W·innipeg, January 4!th, 1924. 
Mr. George Gre'enway: 

!Two great serV'i'ces. Reported thil'ty-three ,be'low zero outs:ide, !but Jarvis 
.Street temperMure inside-transmitted Iby mdio. !More .than .two ihund·red 
came forward, in·dioa.tiIllg tJh.eir deter-mination to put Oh.l'l'st fir.st; and to begin 
to do ev.sry.thing ,by pmyer. .Expect to reach M,inneapoHs' Sunday morn~ng. 
Warmest love to 'all the fl·ock. 

('Sign'ed) T. 'T. SmEIJDs. 

Minneap.oliJs, Jan·ua.ry 8th, 1·92,4. 
Mr. George Gre'enway: 

-Great services 'Sunday, with total of eight >thousand at three services­
Ibhree thousand and ·for!Jr by actual count in the ·afternoon. Three ad'Clres-ses 
Monday 'and Tue-s·day-mornings to ,studenbs·. TMs' is one of the greate:s-t 
ocIhurches 'on ·I:lb.e ·Q.ontinent, with s·pirit much like Jaf'VIis Street. ,ple·a;s·e urge 
importance oif ISunday even,ing next. Expect to ibe lilt the ,Saturday meetin.g. 
Affectionate gre'B'tin·~. 

(Signed) T. T. SIHlEUDS. 

Sunday.-At 11 o'clock .Rev. :A.. W. :BaIllfi·eld. miS's,ion'ary on furlough, will 
speak. Mr. ·Ban·field has been in a'ctiv·e mission work ~n Africa .ror twenty~one 
yeal'lS, .during w1hich tJlme ilIe has ,been wonderfully used of ·the Lord. He is 
Gen-e.ral ISecretary of ·the BTi'tJ.SIh and Foreign B~ble S·ocieby' for Wiest ·.A!fr.ica.; 

. and has tran-slated all 'the New Testament and most of t11'e ,Old Testlllment into 
Nupe, .the l'angUIIIg,e spo'ken in Nigeria, rus well as into ,s'ev'el'a1 nablve di·alects. 
We feel ISUl"B Sunday morning IllO'Id,s in lltore a grerut missionary tre·at. 

7 p.m.-The Pasto·r wlill ,be home, an.d will preaoh. 'Dhe ol'dinance of bap­
Lism wHl be administered, a:nd ronowdng the :regular ·s·arvi·ce we hope .to haV'e a 
great .faanHy gathering rut the Gommunaon iServf.ce. Letters have be'en sent to 
all .those. Who un~ted with the 'church durin'g 19213, 'and th~y ar·e aB'ke·d to ,sit in 
that portion of 1Jhe church wit!hin the circle of the .~aUel'Y, leaViing vacant the 
bhl'ee iI'.r-ont seats ,lior .bhe use ·of lS'ome tJhirty-'fl.ve or forty new memlbers, who 
wHl receiv-e the HaIld· of FelloWiship that ·evenin,g. To every member of the 
chul'ch tJhe J'astor a.ga-in ,sends this mess'age 'by teIegram: Be sure to be present 
at t;he greatest of all our Communi'On Services, 'Sunday evening, January 13th. 

Young .Women's Mission Circle.-The R.egular Me'etin-g .of the Young 
Women's IM·islSion 'Circle wdll be held in I:lb.e 'Ohurch Parlour, Mond'ay, J'anuary 
14th, at 8 p.m. All tJhe youn.g lad'ies of bhe churCh '21'l"B invited. A surv·ey of 
the wor'l.t of the Home MiSISLon stations will be ~iven. 

Anniversary Services at Mount 'Pleasant Church.-<Ann-Iversary oorvtces 
will be !helid d·n lMount IPlewsant Baptist 'Churoh, Sunday, JanuaJ'ly 13th. Dr. 
Shields wdll preach ·at 11 .o'clock, oand Rev. W. J. Pad,y, of Boon Av·e. 'Baptist 
Church, at 7. We .trus-t this may be a ·d'ay of g.rea..t IbleSlSln.g ana Inga.thering of 
souls. 
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OUR BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Outline of Bible School Lessons. 

iMany enqulfles h'ave Ibeen rece·ived as to the le·SIS·on te~t in T·he Whole 
BibI.e Sunda.y School Course, and for tJhe aIllfol'mat'ion of such we PUiblish the 
outline for tJhe quart-e·r .endirug M'a.reh 311st, 1924. 

GenesioS'. 
Jan: 6.--J>haraoUl'·s Dream ................................ Chaps;. 41, 42 
J·an . .l3·.-The Famine .............•...................•..... Chaps. 4'3-45 
Jan. 120-JI()iseph ·the Ruler .... ~ ...................... '. . . . . .. Oh'll!ps. 46~50 
.' 'Emd'lls· . 

• Tan. !l!!7--'LsIM'E!l'S Bondage .................................... 'Ohoa;ps. 1-4 
l!~e:b. 3.-The Nine PI'agues ................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Ohap.s 5-10 
~!'eb. 10.-The IPassover ..................................... Chaps. 11-1'3 
li'eJb. 17.---IGod's Div'ine Provision of Brea.d ·and Water ........ ·Ch!l!ps. 14-19 
F·eb. 24.-'I'he Giving of the Law ............................... C'hap. 20 
M·ar. 2.--I'I'Ihe Tabernacle .................................. IChaps. 25-27 
Mar. 9.-The Prieslthoml and Offerings ....................•... C!h'ap. 28 

'Leviticus. 
·Mar. 16.-The Five Offerings' ............................... '" Chaps. 1-7 
Mu. 23-'The Day of Atoneme'nt ................................ Clhap. 16 
Mar.30.-0hrist in Numbers (emphasizing the Brazen Numbers. 

Serpent, the Rock, .tille 'Cities ·of Refu.g·e) ........ Ohaps. 1,5-3-6 

LAST MONDAY NIGHT • 
. Monday ni·g!ht was a !happy occ!l!sion llor the ·Inte·rme·diate and Junior De­

partments of our Bible S·OOo.ol, when th~y held ofJheir annual ·Chris·tmas dlestival. 
At six o'clock the young lady teachers of these two departm'E!nts served supper 
to wh'ich 'ample justice was dione, 'after w.hich a pro.gramme was: giv.en ,by .the 
bQlYs ,and ·girls in the Lecture HaU, and· award·s .gi'ven. lior the ye'ar'.sl work. 
Sinlce .our s'clhool ha's Ibe·en reorganj,zed no ph'wse af the work has' been more 
grat~fying than that ·of the Intel'mediate and Juniior Departmen.ts, manned /by 
Mr. Fred T'IlI'ney and Mr. Wi'lfred Gh'arleton, -r.espectiv.ely, to.gether with their 
spIend.id .s·taffs of te'achers.. 100 per cent. s·ciholal1s for ·the y·ear were: Ruth 
Boore, Lucille Jarvis, Sandy Cross, and Percy !Black. 

THE WORK THROUGHOUT THE ·SCHOOL. 
. The month of -December showed a decid'ed Unprovemenot in ·the dndlividual 
and clas·s per·centa;ges. There ·has Ibeen 'an in-creas·e of 2'5-3~ ·per cent. among 
ihos·e :who are on ·time; and 15"20 per cent. mOl'e sc.holars a,re carrying their own 
Bibles. IDwh Sund·ay .th·ere Ihave been a .few "hund·re'd pel' ·cent." classe·s 
amon'g the 'boys and 'girls, while ,Sunday last ,there was one in the Younlg 
People's Dep'artment-tJhat taug·ht by M:is·s Ev·elyri. ,Brett. If a cla·s·s· of young 
w,ome·n, aU of whom ·go to busines,s' or college, can all be there, all ;be on ·time, 
all have th·e lesson pr.epared, and all stay to preaching !ServIce, it can ,be done 
anywhere th·rough-out the school. 

m1Jt C!!lpur4 C!!altnbar 
Sunday. For the week beginning January 13th, 1924. 
9.4S-Bible School, including an Ir,terces~ory Class. W. J. Hutchinson, Supt. 

11.00-Public Worship. Rev. A. W. Banfield will preach. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
8.3O--Communion and reception of new members. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday-8.00-Prayer Meeting. 
Tuesday-8.4S-Address by Dr. Shields on the Bible Schoo.l lesson...,.... 

Joseph thc Ruler. Gen. 46-50. 
Wednesday-7.lS-Junior Mid-week Service. 
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School. 

3.00. Evangelistic SeTvice, 7.lIO-Rev. W. L. McKay will preach. . . 
Monday-8.00-Young People's Meeting. 
Wednesday-8.00-Prayer Meeting. 
Friday-7.lS-Junior Meeting-Mr. F. Turney and Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. 


