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. "~d t!;Ie. ~el Qf tM LQrd ~pake UA~ rhilip, saying, Ari,e, and go ~war4 the 
south un~ the way that goeth down 'from ] erusalem 'unto Gaza; whicli is desert."­
Act.s 8: 26·40; 9:10·18; 10: 1·~. 

I 
SHALL spea\<: of tl\:!:e~ inc:ide·l,1,~s .founq ip· ~he eigh~h, fl.iI~th, ~I)..q tegth cl\ap­
ters of the Acts, in all,. endeavour- to rell).ind you of ~he oQligatiol). Q{ ev:ex:y. 

, saved man and woman to ,be a witness for the ~ord Jes~s C·hri.st, to. gQ, 
everywhere preaching the word·. We shal1 consi.del' the d;uty and privilege 
of personal evangelism. We have been praying much: God has blesse4 us 
with many conver-sion.s; a,nd I ha.ve b.een I!~eking {rQ?l. ~im .f~I; tQ-d.~:¥ ~hl; 
simplest possible word of direction for young Chr;isti~~s, in 01;44<r 't~at: w~ 
may find, in the way of obedience, the. ·blessing· which God designs we I!hall 
have. 

We have in these thl'ee chapter-l! thlf~e \T~r~ fami.1i~'1 s.tories:· t.qa~ of Phi.1W· 
being sent .to the Ethiopian; of Ananias being commissioned to go to S~uh 
and· of Peter ·being specially directed to car-ry' the message of the RospellQ 
Cornelius. We shaH stuqy these three stories together-. 

I. And first let us see H~w God Cominissions His ~esseng~rs. 
You will find that in each case they· receiveq their, word of dir,ection, of com-. 
mand, from Headquar·ters. "The ~ngel Of the· Lord: sPl!-\<:e un·to :ji'hilip;" the. 
Lord appeared to Ananias, and' sa,id, "Go 1" The Lorq spoke to. p.et~r i~ I!\ 
vision, and gave him unmistakably to und'el'stand the direc.~ion of ljis will. 
And· taking the three nal'r~t!ive!! together WI; 'have the s~Qry of three J"ll.en. who 
heard God speak, an.d· who obeyed Hi'~ voice. Anc;l it i~ the privi1eg~ 0'£ evel;'Y 
believer to receive ol'de~s ·fr-om Headqua,r-te~sl to live ~n 11\11;1;1 rc;lI~tjon,h\P tQ. 
the Lord that He can spea.k to:us, ap.d t~ll us whano do. 1:~er-e is a, c;li!lP9S~" 
tion on the part of Christians generally to d~pel~4 up.on ttl!ma,~ Q .. ga~iza,\iq~, 

and upon some word of 'human directiop, to lead them into a,vepues Q{ I!~~vi"e, 
But the historY. of the Christian Church teaches 'us that d~e pten lln.d the 
women· whom G.od has most largely used ·to car..ry .the n;lessage of s'a~va~ion 
to those who were without it, have shut themselves up to (iod, h:a,ve h~I;d 
His w'ord, and obeyed His voice. 

Thus, my first' qU'estion to you this morning; as also to my own hear-t, is: 



,Are, you listen,ing to the voice of the Lord? Has His word any authority in 
your life? Are you bringing your whole life under,the judgment of the word 
of the Lord? Are:you at His disposal, that He may use you for His glory? 
It was for this we were saved; for this, we were brought into the fellowship 
of His Son; for this, the gift 'of 'the Holy Spirit Ihas ,been 'bestowed upon us; 
for this purpose, we have been put in trust 'with this gospel, that we should 
all preach it,-that we ,should all be always preaching it -to everybody. And 
it is important -that we s,hould get our orders direct from the Lord Himself. 

In these three incidents you have the story of three men who were living 
in such relationship to the Lord' that they could hear Him when He spoke. 
The messengers ,Who were commissioned to do IIis 'business were men who 
were living in dailY.£ellowship with Jesus Chris't. It is possible for Christians 
to get out of fellowship. There are many profe!!.sing Christians who do not 
hear the voice of God's word: they do not attentively listen for the word of 
divine' direction. 'Fhere are people here this morning who do not know 
exactly what they are going to do to-morrow, as to the details of your service. 
Yon are employed in different offices and workshops-in different places of 
bl1siness:; and in those places some one is supreme-some on!; gives the word 
of direction; and you have not the slightest doubt that every hour of to­
morrow will be filled with labour. But how are you go'ing to do it? How 
are yO~ going to know what you ought to do? Simply in this way: you will 
report for duty at the appointed hour in the morning. It is your place to be 
there; to do the duty of the hour. You will come to your place of business. 
whatever it may be; and you will say to the person who is' responsible for the 
direction of the day's work. "Here I am. What do you want me to do?" 

Are we going to report for duty to the Lord? Is it not written, we are 
"workers together with .him"? And again, "F-or we are his workma,nshin. 
created in Christ JeSl1s unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we 'should walk in them." Is it not then plainly our duty to come to the 
Master Himself, not only day 'by day. 'but hour 'by hour, and say. "Here am I, 
send me"? The difficulty with some of us is, that we are not within call when 
the Lord has work to do. 

A friend told me some time :tgO that his little girl had been reprimanded 
for something: 'but she went on doing the t'hing that she was forbidden to do. 
Her father called her to come into his study-called her by name-but she 
made no answer. He called a little louder; still she did not answer. He called 
her tIle third time. and she did not answer; but, he heard 'little feet quietly 
stepping along the hallway in the direction of the ba'ckstairs. And then he 
called again; and he, said. "Do you not hear me?" And she said. "If I can 
only get down these stairs, daddy. I will not hear you." And there are many 
of the Lord's children who try to get 'down the backstairs so that they will 
not hear Him; but if you and I are going ,to live in agreement with His pur­
poses; we must be in the place ,where we can instantly respond to His call. 
The :tllgel of the Lord spake to Philip. and he answered. The Lord called 
Ananias, by name; and 'he answered, "Behold. I am here. Lord." The LQrd 
spoke to Peter while he was at prayer, and instantly he responded: and all 
this because each was living in fellowship with his Lord. 'And if we are 
idler~ in 'the Master's vineyard; there is only one explanati'on for it: if we 
are out of wOl'k, we are out of fellows;hip. You cannot be in feilowship and 
Ollt of work at the same time. Rest assured, if you are w'here God can speak 
to ·yo'u, He will i'mmediately ,give you something to do. Ther~ is no necessary 
une'mploy'ment in the kingdom of God: 

'There are some people who call others on the telephone; but who for 
!lome reason ,known to themselves will not :have a' 1:elephone in their own 
house. 'They can call other people; ,but nobody c'an call them. Have' you 
got your telephone in? I do !lot mean lit~rally; but I mean, have you a line 
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ef ·cemmunicatien with Heaven, sO' that· when Ged· calls yeu can answer? 
If yeu have net, get it in te-day: get it in new while I speak: ceme to' Him, 
that yeu may answer His call. NO' wire is necess·ary. There is a spiritual 
radiO'. If yeu "tune in" by yielding,:to the Spirit, yeu will hear Ged' calling 
yeu to' service. . . 

Then if yeu cempare ,these three steries, yeu~,wilL,find, that ··they each ,'; 
received a word of specific direction.' The Lerd di:d ~~t' s~y to" 'Philip;' "00 
semething;" n'er to' Ananias, "De anything;" ner to' Peter merely, "GO' to' 
werk." But to' each ef .them He said, "De this." TO' Philip, "Arise, and gO' 
teward the seuth untO' .the way that,'geelh dewn, frem Jerusalem untO' Gaza:, 
which is desert.'" TO' Ananais, He said, "Arise, ~al?-_d. gg i.nte the ,l!.t~et;t.. w:~~"b 
is called Straight, and enquire in the heuse ef Judas' fer ene ·called' Saul, ef 
Tarsus;' fer beheld, he prayeth." And to Peter He said, "Beheld, three men 

,. seek thee. Arise, therefere, and get thee dewn, and gO' wit'h them, doubting 
nothing: fer I have sent them." Each had his ewn particular werk to' de. 

And that is pessi,ble te-day. It is pessible fer us each to' receive a par­
Hcular werd frem the Lerd; sO' t'hat we may knew, in eur own spiritual 
censcieusness, beyend all peradventure-nobedy else theugh all the werld 
,bet.ieves yeu are in the will of Ged, yeu ~'ay knew .it, and stand, and de Ged's 
business, nO' matter what anY'bedy says,-yeu may gO' to' the seu,th, or to' the 
street called Straight, er yender' to' Ceasarea, ·and de the thing that Ged has 
particularly appeinted yeu to' de; and .be sure that He has appeinted yeu to' 
de H. -

Have you ever had a werd ef direction like that? But someone says, "Do 
yeu mean to' say, sir, that Ged will tell me just what persen f eught to' speak 
te?" Yes. This geed Shepherd kneweth His sheep; He calleth His own 
sheep by name: He says, "Other sheep I have, which are net ef this feld­
nO' en'e else knews them; but I knew them-them alse'I must bring." He has 
the name and address ef every ene ef us. And if yeu gO' to' Him, He will 
give yeu a werd ef particular directien,-en the street, er in the' office, or in 
the shep. He may lead yeu to' write a letter to' somebedy; er to' use yeur 
telephene; Ibut whatever it ,be, yeu may 'be sure ef this: that if we are in the 
place where Ged can speak ·te us, He will give us a particular werk to do; 
He will send us to' the place He wants us to gO'. ' . 

Observe, further, that in each case there were some difficulties to be' over­
come before these messengers clearly apprehended their commission. Philip 
had. been wenderfully used of the Lerd in Samaria; and there had been a great 
revival, and trhere seemed to' 'be a great deal 'ef werk yet to' be dene in that 
denseJy pepulated area. Philip had been used in the deing ef this werk; and 
yet he was cemmanded to' 'leave it all and gO' teward the seuth, even to' a 
desert land where nebedy I~ved,-away frem the multitude, intO' the wilder­
ness semewhere, he wa:s sent. And Philip, if he w'as like the rest ef us, weuld 
begin to' ask questiens as to' why he sheuld be required to' leave this thriving 
cause, and gO' yender and preach the gespel in a desert place: That may come 
to' yeu, tee. Yeu may semetimes be required to' lay dewn yeur respensibility 
in a place where yeu seem to' have been singularJy 'blessed. It may be that all 
yeur friends will say yeu are abselutely wreng: "'Vhen the Lerd has set His 
seal to' yeur testimeny here, and has used yeu," they may say, "why should 
yeu think ef geing to' China? Why sheuld yeu imagine that yeu are called 
to' gO' to' India? Why do yeu not stay where yeu are since the Lord is bless­
ing ·yeu?" 

'Ve have to learn to ,do the extraordinary thing; to' do what seems to eur 
poor judgment, semetimes, the absurd thing. But in the experience we have 
opportunity for the exercise ef an implicit fait'h in God. We must simply 
obey Him .. And if some such word cernes to you this merning, a' word 
against which your own judgment pretests, against which even your circum-
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stances se~~ -I!,t the mome~t to. te!?tify; if you .arc.:.in fellowship 'with Him, and 
if yQun will: is sur-rendered te Him, it is possible. to know !that it. is your. duty 
to- leave' Sama·ria'an:d. go inte. the: desert And j.£ God calls.y.ou\ I beseech you 
in. His. name,; g,()o:. €to not w.e. to say; "No,'" to Himl He will show you' wha:t 
He: wants· )liOU. tc;ll go. for; 'but, .at' all costs, gOI 

The case of Ananias was entirely. different. Ananias was akaili H.e.­
bhnught. he was heing sent into. the. den at lions.. "Enquire . : . for' one 
caUed Saul;. of Tarsus.~' Ananias, 1. think, in effe.ct, said:. "But, Lord, that. is; 
the very man. I ha~e. been hiding from. I heard he: waS' coming; and. I know 
what..'he has· come. fGr;. He has. autherity' from the chief priests to bind all th&!t 
callan thy name.;. and now you· commission me. to ge right into the jaws of, 
the lion. I have heard. by many of this man: you cannot teH me anything 
about Saul" Bu,t the Lord said, "0 .yes,. I know much abou.t Sau~, that Saul 
does Il()t' know' about himself.; that nobody else knows. Afraid of: Saul of 
Tarsns" are you? . There i:s. nothing to be afraid of, for, behold, he prayeth." 

You may. he ibl!aver but 1. hav.e my:self been afraid to· g.O to many people. 
There. are' peGple who have rather a rough exterior, who· speak as though' they 
were. ·going to gobble you. u·p_ There are some. of you.·here who would not 
mind speaking to ·the man. who.lbrings. your. g,Eocedes. or' the man who delivers 
your' bread; he: is an ordinary, common sort of man; But did. y.ou ever have 
it laid upon your ·heart. togo and sp.eak to somd10dy who is perhaps far 
r.emoved fr.om you,~some man'you. would not ordinarily think of speakin1g 
to at all? You. would saY', "I should not know how. to appr.each him. I should· 
not know what to say. I am, frankly, a·fraid." If the Lord sends you to·the 
king, yo.U go~-no matter. who he may 'be:. if. the. Spirit of God ·gives. you a 
commission. to go and speak to Saul of. Tarsus, go, and do not be afraid of him. 

In the case.. of Peter,. certain prej.udkes had to be overcome~ "No; thank 
yo~" said Eete.r.. "1 do not. want to have anything to. do. with that Gentile. I 
have. never eaten anything. that is 'common or unclean. Somebody else. can de 
better than. I •. Ther.e is. no· affinity 'between 'us at all: I am a Jew; and he is a 
Gentile." That. is what. Peter would have said if he. had. ,been given his com­
mission in plain words;. but God had. to 'send him a vision. He said, "Ri'se, 
Peter; kill, and ea~." And you remember Peter's answer: "Not so, Lord; for 
I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean." 

Now, there are some people. who attra'ct us·; there are people to 
whom it is very easy to speak.. We. have something in common with them; 
and nothing would please you more than to be asked to go ·to see· certain 
people. You weuld. say, "Certainly, I· shal~ ibe~ delighted to g·o." But if you 
are asked to g.O and see somebody else, you will. say,. "Not so: I prefer that 
someone else 'Should speak to' him.~' 

. But faidl. in the wisdom of God. tr.iumphed. In the case of Philip, he said, 
"If the Lord says, Into the deser.t,~into the dese·rt,. I will go." Faith< triumphed 
al~o in the: case of Ananias; and in the case of Peter, too. . 

. Therefore, we are to do as we are told, and' never mind the 
results. If every Christian. here this morning,~and I will speak as plainly as 
I can" trusting the power of the Holy Spirit to· futen it upon your heart and 
conscience~if every Christian here ,this morning will so· yield himself to God, 
as to resolve- that by God's grace he will this very day do the thing he knows 
he ought ·to do; there will be a revival in your life. 0 no, you do not need to . 
study one of .the epistles to di·scover your task. I will venture' to say that, 
facing everyone of us, .there is some clearly defined· -duty; in the doing of 
which the very gates of heaven would open. Will you do it? Will you' go? 
Will. you obey the Holy Ghost, to the glory of God? That is the question I 
If we do,. what Messing we shall ge·t to-dayl That is how God commissio1ls 
His. messengers. -

II. Let us· now see How He Prepares Their Way. He prepares it cir-
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cumstantially •. Philip goes . toward: the· south: and, in· the unexpected: place; he 
meets a chariot .. Go.d: wHl ne:v.u·send you to no.whe-re. or·to··!l'·nobQcly. .. 'He 
km.OVllS what He is. abaut;. and, if you ""ill do. what He: tells; yO:u~ '~Q ti0i . Wihe:n· 
He, tells you' to do it, you will find Him far more s'kilful ·thaIi~ a' traffic policeman 
or train despatcher. He. will bring. you to the plac.e; at the, particular timei'so .. that-

. you, ma,y join yourself to. the; chario.t, and~ deliver His message. Thus,. in. the· case, 
of Phiiip, he; found his man in· the way.,-in the very place. where it seemed least: 
likely that anybod;¥ would be found. I. think the case of Ananias' is· still: more, . 
r:emarkable. He called at a c.ertain hQuse;, and' he. f.ound somebo.dy at ho.m.e.l 
Did you ev.er-- find p'eople out.? He. went to. the street called Straig.ht, and to.· 
the house of Judas.; and he enquir:ed for a particular man;' and h.e fQUDd his .. 
man. The good Shepherd leaves the ninety and nine; and He. goea o.u,t after 
the. lost until He finds. it.. And if He. wills. to make. yo.u His. crook, He will 
lead you to the very place where His last sheep. is to he f.o.und. The. same was. 
true of. Peter. Circumstances were specially ordered; When. he came. to, the· 
place to which God. directed him, he. found a. congregation assembled: C.o(nelius 
had. called. in his friends. and neighbours;; and· he. said, "Mo.w therefore are we 
all here present before God, to hear all things that are. commanded thee of God.'" 

When God commissions. His messenger, He aiway,s prepares th.e· W;QyJ •. If 
. we go, we shall fin.d that circumstances. will. b.e. favoura.ble to. our going;: every. 
door will be opened. There. was. a very favourable circumstance. in each case. 
In the case. ·of the. Ethi.opian, he was. already. reading the. ScriptUI'e5.. I wander 
whether Philip, when he saw the. chariot coming .. in the. dis.tance, said- to. him­
self, "Now, here is. ,my man;. but it appears to 'be the chariot of- rather all 
imp.ortant person. I wonder how; I sh·all begin. I wonder wha·t I. shal-l.·say 
to him.. H.ow shall I introduce th.e subject?" And he mus-t have been fil1ed 
with anxiety until the. chariot. drew near; when, behold', the. man is sitting 
readhigl Then Philip, led. 'by. the. Spirit of God,. asked" "Understandest thou .. 
what thou readesH" And he said, "How can I, except some. man guide. :qte?'" 
And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. Philip, Joined 
him,. and behold, he had. the. chapter of all chapter·s in the Old Testament, 
which. made it easy for a man to preach Jesusl He had ,the story' of the 
cross before him. The book opened, the .text found, the co.ngregation- w.aiting" 
and 'some'body saying, "Now, Mr. Preacher,. ·begin."· Did y,ou ev.e.l' have. the 
Lord. arrange things like that for you? I have· many, lit time;. and everJf' time He; 
has d·one it, I .have promised Him I would never be. so -foolish as -to, question 
His wisdom. again. . . 

In the case of Saul, Ananias. said,. "Lord, I am haH afraid to go; do· YQU 

not think somebody else could do better than Ir But the Lord said; "He 
hath seen in a vision. a man·' named Ananias coming in and putting -his hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight. He. is. wai,ting for you-not fol' somebody. 
else; it is you he expects." In the cas.e of Cornelius, he had ,been specially told 
to send. "for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: he lodgeth with, one Simon 
a tanner, -whose house is by the sea side: he shall teU thee what thou.'oughtest 
to do." . 'I' 

Do you not see the· point? There was no one el-se in the world who could 
do Philip's work at that particular place; and: at ·that. particular time: it was 
Philip or nobody. What are you going ,to do? There. was no' one else in 
Damascus who' could do· the work of Ananias. From all eternity' God had 
chosen this man Saul; and I doubt not that He had chosen Ananias.· Ananias 
must gO,-:-no one else could go.· You remember how Peter- said, "Ye know 
how that a good while ago God made· ,choice among us, that the· Gentiles by 
my mouth should. hear the. word of the gospel, and believe." What a revela­
tion it must 'have :been to· Peter, w·hen· he discovered' that the Lard God had 
laid. His hand upon him, and sa~d, "Peter, you are My man. Go I I shall open 
the door to, the Gentiles through you." 
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What is the principle? Just this: that when God prepares the way "for a 
partkular me"ssenger, it is prep"ared for him, and not for somebody else. I 
cannot tell you how many dozens of times-I think I should be safe in saying 
hundreds of times-people have "come ,to me, and said, "Pastor, I wish you 
would go and" talk to t-he Ethiopian. I wish you would 'go and call on Saul. 
I can give you his address,-the street called Straight. I wi"sh you would go 
and vi"sit the house of Cornelius." Why did they ask me? ibecause they 
wanted to get somebody else to do the thing they only could do. Go your­
self, my friend; for if God lays"His hand upon you, it is "because He gives you 
some special qualification for that particular task; and there is nobody else in 
the world can do it. " 

I want to remind everyone here this morning,-if you are a 'blood..:bought 
soul, if you are redeemed, if you are a Christian,-that the Lord has some­
thing for you to do; and that something nobody else in the world can do. It 
is for you, my brother,-the man named Ananias, the man named Simon: will 
you say this morning, "0 Lord, I will take my place in Thy plan"; and I will 
fulfil, as Thou shalt help me, my task." 

And best o"f all, in every case there was a preparation of heart, made by 
the Spirit of God. The Ethiopian had been to Jerusalem -to worship, and 
returning, was sitting in his" chario't reading Esaias the prophet." He was 
hungering a"nd thirsting 'after "righteousness: he was just groping his way, 
turning the roll, reading the Scriptures, saying in his heart, "Oh, that I knew 
where I might find Himl" And the Spirit of the Lord said, "Philip," go and 
tell him: tell him you know where he can find Me: tell him you are living in 
daily Ifommunication with Me: tell him "you and I live -together: tell him you 
know.,.what he must do to be saved." You remember how the fears of Allanias 
were dispelled. The Lord said, "Behold, he prayeth: he is waiting for you; 
his heart is prepared, rea:dy 'to respond instantly to your gospel, if you will 
only go." The same was true of Cornelius: "Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up for a memorial before God;" and I quote again what Cornelius s'aid, 
"Therefore, are we all he"re present before God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God." , 

Now, let me make this simple principle very clear to you. "The prepara­
tion of the heart in man," -the wise man ""said, "and the answer of the tongue, 
is from the Lord." Noone else can prepare the heart. You cannot o-{ your­

" self love a man who is "dead in trespasses and in sins." The preparation of 
"the heart is the work of the divine Spirit. But if you and I will put ourselves 
in rillht relationship to the Lord, we shall find that there are so many hearts 
already prepared by the Spirit of God, that "it will keep us busy every minute 
going to them. There will be no scarcity of Ethiopians, and Sauls," and 
Corneliuses: there will be plenty of people of whom it may be said, "Behold, 
he prayeth;" and if you and I will only go when and where we are sent, the 
Holy Spirit will keep us fully occupied. 

III. And what followed? In Every Case Conversion and Confession 
Resulted. I do not believe either of these men went just to salve their con­
sciences. There is a way of doing that, you know; of making the resolution, 
"I will speak to somebody every day." And so I go down in the morning, 
and sit ,beside somebody in the street car, and ask, "Are you "a Christian ?"­
ring the belt, get off at the next stop, and say, "0 welt, I have done my duty 
for the day. I said I would speak to somebody every d"ay; and I have done it." 
o no, not thus did these men serve ~he Lord: they went in the confidence, 
that something was going to result from their going,-and something did 
result. In the case of the Ethiopian, he believed the Scripture. He said, "T 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God;" and he believe~ on Je"sus. Anti 
listen I you young people I he believed on Jesus because he received an exposi­
tion of an Old Testament text. The Old Testament is full of Him. In the 
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case of Saul, "there fen from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith." He saw Jesus. Cornelius received the word and believed. 
Conversion resulted in every case. And it will ·always fonow, if we go to the 
persons to whom God sends us; that God 'wilJ honour our dbed·ience; and 
blessing wiJ] result. We may not always see it as quickly as these three men 
did; but we shan not labour in. vain: 

And then these three men had the joy of seeing those, to whom they 
preached, confess Christ: they were all baptized. I heard a man the other day 
rather joke about the preacher Who was always preaching on baptism. I think 
we should always give' 'bapt1sm i,ts proper place. Here is a man who goes 
where the angel of the Lord !lends him; who obeys the Spirit of the Lo.r·d, 
and finds a man reading the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. And somehow or 
another, 'he finds in that chapter the great duty to be baptized. He "preached 
unto him Je~tis." What followed? He said, "See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?" 

I remember soine years ago holding an evangelisHc mission.in a certain 
city: and a certain prominent lawyer came ·to me, and said, "Would you con­
sider an invitation to hold an evangelistic mission in a ,certain clhurch," naming 
a Paedobaptist church. I said, "Certainly, I wiH, if 'I 'am allowed to give my 
full testimony." "What do you mean?" he said. I said" "if we are going to 
,have Pentecostal results, we shall have to have Pentecostal preaching." "Well, 
and what 'do you mean by that?" I said, "I mean jUst what the Scriptures 
say: Men ~nd 'brethren, what shall we do? Peter answered, ;Repent, and be 
baotized everyone o,f yOU. If you want me to preach that, I will come." 
I did not get the invitation. 

A good 'brother wrote me th'e other day, a pastor in the country, and said, 
"I wish you would tell me how you manage to baptize so many people." He 
said, "We have conversions here; but we do not have many baptisms." I 
wonder why? I do not know the reason in the case to wpich I have referred, 
for he is a faithful 'brother; but I do know that many Baptist ministers do not 
preach 'baptism as a part of their gospel as did these three Baptists of the 
New Testament. . 

W·hat did Philip do? He preached Jesus; and the man to whom ,he went 
was ba,ptized. \Vhat did Ananias do? He said. "Brother Saul. the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight." And he arose, and was :baptized; as every 
man is, who reany receives spiritual sight, a"nd bows to the authori,ty of God's 
word: without a solitary exception. if he really receives his sight, and does 
what the Scripture tells him 11:0 do, he arises and is baptized. If you have not 
been baptized, it is because you have not fully received your sight; or, having 
received your si'ght, YOll have not fullv surrendered your will. No scriptural 
warrant ean be found for refraining from teaching converts that ba'ptism is 
their immediate duty.. . 

In the case of Cornelius. white Peter preached, "the Holy Ghost fell on all 
them which heard the word"; and they 'began to sneak with tongues. "I am 
glad you said that." says someone. "I was waiting for you to say it; becau.se 
I believe in re'ceiving the Holy Spirit." So do I; and I want to point out to 
you that in each case the Holy Spirit was received. "The Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip. and the eunuch saw him no more." And this Ethiopian 
"went on his way rejoicing," full of the joy of the Holy Ghost. When Ammias 
preached to Saul, he not only believed in Jesus, but he received the Holy 
Ghost; and in the power of the divine Spirit. "straightway:he preached Christ 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God." In the case of Cornelius. they 
received the Holy Ghost before they were baptized, showing that baptism is 
not a term of salvation; -because here were some people who were converted, 
and were baptized with t.he Holy Ghost, before they were baptized with water .. 
. "Very well." says another, "·that is what I bel,ieve. We should seek the 

baptism of the Spirit, and if we have that we need not trouble about wa.ter bap­
tism." Ah I but hear what the Scripture saith: "Then," answered Pe,ter. "can 
any man forbid water, that these s·hould not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord, notwithstanding they had already been baptized with the Holy 
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dhost ... Do you not·see.it? In every. case· there must be.a divine reason.for.lf: 
Le.t us ke.ep to· the &implicity. of the symbolism· of. that ordinance.:. ke.ep it in its 
pr.oper place .. There you hav~ embodied the. great central truth of the gospet,­
the death and re·sul'l'ection of our' Lord Jesu&. . 

III. And further, What. Wonders. lUnged Upon. 'rhi.s. Siropl<: Ae.t. of 
Obedience in Each. Calle! It). the case 'of P.hilip, tbe gO!!peJ is ca.rried yonder 
to Africa: in the case of Ananias, the outstanding· Ch'risHan of all hi's,tory' i's 
called into fellowship with God; and the·chiefest of aU the a.postles bQws· a'~ 
the feet of Jesus, and receives his C?mmiSl;iQI), th(ou~h t.he. QQe.die.J;l.<;e. Q{' a\l. 
obsc.ure man, of whom we know nothmg els.e Qut that he was God's messenger 
to Saul, of Tarsus: There has ·been tol.d the story· of a simple. Primitive 
Methodist lay-prea·chel', who preached on a very· sJo .. nny· mQrning, l'io~d.er. ill 
Colchester;: with the result that a. young l;Ilan in. his. ·c.Qngteg;1l.t.iQ~ WII-S con­
ve.rted, and -became the. gl'eatest preacher since apostolic.' days. The world 
would never have h,earJi of that Iitde Primitive Methodi's,t chapel, nor of that 
lay-preacher, had it not- been for the world1wide ministry of c: a. Spurge.on .. 
Peter's obedience ill going to CQr.neHus opene.q ~he dool," to ·the GenJileli;apq 
brought the gospel to yQU and tQ !;l;le. ., . 

What tremendous. issues hang upon a. simple act of obedience! wm' you 
speak to the man in the chariot, whicn being interpreted is, the man in the street 
ca~,.or on the corner of the st·reet? You may say, "Well, sir, I have I.l.O gl'ea·t 
splrltual gifts.: I am.' afraid I shall nevel," be able to preach the gospel." If you 
canno·t be a. Paul, will yOU be an Ananias? and it may be that God 'wilt use you 
·to save a Paul. If you have not the eloquent ·tongue of an Apol-los, it may be 
you have the supedor knowledge of: Priscilla a,nd .t-\quHa, So as to te.ac.h. that 
mighty man how better to p~eaeh the gospel 0'£ God!1i grace. Will ydu gQ whe.(e 
He wants you. to go.? Not .to-morrow, nQt this evening~ not by and by, but Now! 
Now. I Now! will you say, "Here am I: send me. I will do it now .. I will go and 
speak to that ma·n I have not spoken to, before I go home to have my <linneI'; 
and if he asks me why I have called at such: an inconv.epient hou.r, I will tell him 
that, like Eliezer, Abraham's servant, I will not eat until I have .told mine 
errand." Will you do. it now? wm you obey Him? 

UNVEILING OF MEMORIAL TAQI.,ET. . 
The handsQme· M;elllorial 'rl;\blet in. \ne:!l1Qry of th.e, fort~·one men from Ja,rvis Street Church, 

who' "nQbly: died for the cause of righteousnei;s in the war of 1914·18," will be unveile:;d S~ay 
morning, December 31st. The service 'will be of a simple chara~ter,. an,4 will. be conducted by the 
Pastor. The Tablet will be unveile<! by near relatives, of some of the fallen. The Central Baptist 
Church has been invited to share with· Jarvis 'Street the honour of this unveiling; and its memo 
bers to attend the service. It is earnestly requested. that every member of Jarvis Street Church 

. should endeavout to'lIe p'~3eI.1t on ~his occasion. We oWe'i.t 'to the noble men who sacrificed their 
live •. in the cause of righteousness to honour their memory. 

Dr. Curtis Lee Laws, the great Editor of the "Watchman Examiner," of ~ew YQrk, will pre:ach 
at the opening of the new Davisville Baptist Church, January 7·10. Dr. Laws will preac.b three 
times. on. Sunday, and will speak aft.ernoon and evening the three succeeding days. Further par· 
ticulars will be published in next week's Witness. . 

A Watch-night Service will be held Sunday evelli.ng. 01!f u~ual after·meeting is Qften. pro· 
longed until 10 o'Clock. We shall hQI\i. a Watch.night serv\ce frQm 11 to a few minutes past 12. 

New Year's MQrning Meeting. The usual New Year's morning meeting for prayer- and fel.' 
100v,ship, which has been a feature of Jarvis Street Church, life for !l1Qre tlu!1l half a. c;et\t\lry" will. 
be held Monday morning from 10.30 to 12.00. We hope: there will be 'I la.rg~ attendan,ce of .mem· 
bers, old and new.··. . 

Attention, 'Everybody\ Wednesday, January 3rd,. the first instalment of the Sunday··Schoo! 
Festivall Supper will be served to all scholars of the School at 6.30 In tbe:; B. D.. 'l'homas J;I;o.lI. 
At.' i! o'clock the wonders of the Christmas Tree wm \;Ie explored 41. the Sl!nc\.l;\y,Scl).oo\ Hall. 
This Tree will have upon its branches the mys~c;rioI.\S gi'fts of our Sundl;\y;·School Santa Claus. 
I wonder who he isl We are advised that he will be p~esent, without fail .. Wednesday following, 
January 10, at 8 o'clock,' the Festival Programme will be presented,. which wil~ CO\l!!ist \If ioQgs. 
recitations, etc., by the scholars; and the distribution of prizes for attendallCC!. dl!ri\lg· tn~ y,c;ar, Ait 
the parents "and scholars, and all: frienQ.![ of the Sch,ool, 'Ire invitc:<;\,. both to the Christmas Tree 
and the· Festival.. '{he supper WIll be serv!'d to Sunday School scholars only. 

W1}t QtlplrtlJ Qtaltnbar 
Sunday. '. For the wee.k beginning Sunday,. D.~c. ~l, 1922 

·10.00-P.-.yer Service in the Church Parlor, M~. Geol,"se Grc;~u~al" 
10.3O-Communion Service. 
1l.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. The Pastor will spe.~~. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church P~~lor. ., '. • 
7.00-Public Worship-..-The Pastor w1ll preach. B<Lphlln1 '!illl be a~lnlste1'ed 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday~.oo:--:rnU'C;r $e~v.lce. 
Wednesday-S.s. Supper, 6.30; Chnstmas Tree, 8 0 eloele:. . 

The Parliament Street Branch, 250 parlia~ent Street. Sunday: Bible School, 
3.00. . .. . .. _,:~ ._.\U~ui_.' 
Evangeli!ltic Service, co~ducted !>y W. L. Mc~ay.. . 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meetlllg. Fnday, 7.15, JU1110r SerVice. 
S 


