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"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. . 

"And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine eat her fruit before the time in the 
field, saith the Lord of hosts. 

"And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delight.ome land, .aith 
the Lord of host .... -Malachi 3: 10·12. 

I 
CONCEIVE' it to be ,the function of !the ministry -to bring to the people the 
message. of the Lord. And I want to explain to you why I ha~e selected 
this text this mOrl~ing-or, rather, how it was selected for me. It is known 

to many that something over a year ago this church passed through a great 
crisis, when those who were known as the princiopal givers, with many others, 
withdrew from our fellowship; and left us to maintain this great work, with­
out. theiI' assistance. Notwithstanding that God has supplied "all 
our need ai::'cording to His ri'ches in glory by Christ Jesus .. " We have 
undertaken things of which we were formerly afraid. For instance, for 
years .there was a discussion as to how the message of the pUlpit might be 
printed 'and circulated. Even at a time when this church reported as 
its revenue for the whole year, $73,000, we could not find sufficient money 
to do it; but as soon as the Lord in His grace made us poor, He made 
us rich enough to do i,t;and thus the ministry of this church has been ex­
tended; and we say it to His praise, that never a week passes that we do 
not receive messages from different parts ()f this continent, and elsewhere, 
of iblessing a:ttending the reading of the printed page. We have had con­
versions reported, and baptisms, ,through the reading of The Gospel Witness. 
It has been a silent I:l1issionary carrying the gospel to places where there 
was no preacher to preach. Thlls we have leat~ed that there is a real joy 
in getting things done with help fr·om God. 

You know there was a time in this church when we used to organize 
wonderfully. I think we were so de'ver at organization, that we almost 
organized the Spirit of God out of our life: when any money was t·o be 



raised, we organized; and we had "drive!!" and "canvasses;" and it was 
done in a very efficient fashion;' and the money was obtained. But the 
spiritual 'blessing did not accompany it, as we believe it should have done. 
V'le have learned to take these things to the Lord in prayer i~ a way in 
which we had. not learned before; and somehow or another the necessary 
help has come. The "barrel of meal" has not wasted; the "cruse of oil" 
has not failed; and we have never had to 'report a deficit of any sort. God 
has supplied our need. From time to time we have had to tell the people 
that there was some special obligation in view; but as we have done i.t, 
there 'has alway's been more than enough to supply -our need. 

Yesterday we had a meeting 'of the Prudential Committee, just to sec 
how our 'affairs were; and we faced some things that we had to give atten­
tion to. For instance, during the war about three hundred men went out 
from the church; and more than forty of them sleep in .France 
and in Flanders. In the Spr.jng of 1919 the church gave instruc­
tions to the Finance ·_Committee of·. that day to erect a suitable 
memorial, .. to 'perpetuate the memory of these splendid men. I can 

. see them now: I can remember when some of them 'stood up in our 
ser.vices, and vo·lun.teered. I remeillber i"n those terrible days of hlood 
how, one night, eight went down from this church to the armouries. and 
went "home in uniform. Some of these very men never came back 
again. We cherish their memory: we are grateful to God for the splendid 
service they rendered. That memorial tablet was prepared; and just about 
the time. of the crisis in our church life, it was ready, or nearly 'I'eady, for 
delivery. A,fter ·our friends had separated from us, we wrote them and 
asked them if they desired to have a share in the erection of this me­
morial. It was our obligation: we were Jarvis Street Church, and not they; 
and we were re'sponsiblti for it; but they very generously assumed nearly 
half of the' responsibility; and riotified us to that effect. That left us about 
four hundred dollars' that we were to' be 'privileged to give to comple.te 
the amounL' It will 'cost $900. It is a beautiful bronze 'memorial, which I 
expect will Ibe erected where that larger list is hanging, in the south-east 
corner, 'and that will be .transferred to the other. side of the church. 

. Yesterday. we said, "We shall have to 'ask the church to 'adopt some 
means whereby all the people will have the privilege of having a share in 
erecting that memorial;" and we knew we had only to say the word, and 
the money would be forthcoming, however gre~t the sacrifice involved. 

Then ther.e is a sum of six hundred dollars we have to raise for 
our insurance this month. We have had experience with this before: we 
had only to tell the people, and to ten the Lord; and the money was forth­
coming. So then we decided we must ask the people, or ask the church, 
to set a day for an offering, when we would take a special offering of 
$1000 for the.se two objects. 

The Prudential Committee, or rather, in the beginning of our 
discussion, one member of the Committee, felt that we ought to take an 
offering for Foreign Missions beside that, and at the same time. Many 
of our members contribute weekly ,to missi.ons; but there are 'some who 
do not give by the week; but only as they are given opportunity by special 
offerings. , 

'There were, then, these three things for which we should ask an offering. 
Psychologically, it seemed very unwise to ask for three things at once. 
First of all, I questioned the wisdom 'of i.t; but we had prayed that God 
would guide us, and ultimately we decided to ask the church next Thurs­
day if they would ~pprove the taking of a special offering on the 26th of 
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November' for ,the~e "three objects. ,And 'I ,wa~ requeS'ted, bv .the, Prudential 
Committee, to ~ake' that announcement thi:s' morning; that- when we', c~me, 
~ogether on Thursday we face that matter together; and then prayerfully 
a'sk the Lord's blessing. 

Well one day this week a ,loady telephoned me, who had b,een con­
verted just a few weeks before; and she s~id she wanted to see me about 
baptism. She came into the vestry, and I' had a talk with her. She' told 
me how she had dropped into this ,church occasionally for ten years, and, 
how the Lord always laid hold of her somehow. Then she went away 
to Vanc'ouver, 'something over eighteen months ago; and she 'said the 
Lord followed 'her to Vancouver, and actually brought her back; across 
the continent to come to this church. And she came in six weeks ago; 
and a week or so Ia.ter she was wonderfully converted. She had been a 

,mein,ber of a church before; but she' had' not known what it was to look 
to Jesus as he'r Saviour. 1 re}oiced with her; and then she said something 
that 1 have never heard in my years of experience as a, minister. She told 
me -that slhe was a working woman; that she worked for her living; and 
sh~ had nothing but that which she 'earned. "But," she said, "you know 1 
have been reading the Bible; and 1 have come to see that when one is 
converted, if h:e has wronged a neighbour, so far as it is in his power, he 
should make restitution." But she said, "I do not know that 1 have any­
thing to do on that account. The Lord has not shown me anything there: 
"but," she added, "I, have come to see from the study of God's word, that 
it is our privilege to give a tenth of all that God gives us; and 1 hav'e not 
done it. 1 look back over the years; and 1 feel that someho~ or another 
1 should make up, so far as God enables me ,to do it, the tenth 1 have 
not paid. 1 am going to ask the Lord to do that-to hel>p me' to make 
restitution to Him in this matter of the tithe. Now," she continued, "i 
should like to be baptized nex,t Sunday," And 1 said, "Well, will you 
come and meet the committee ,on Saturday evening?" She said she would. 

We had our Prudential Meeting on Saturday afternoon. We. went 
home about seven o'clock; and 1 came 'back again to the prayer meeting, 
and found her waiting for me. She put an envelope into my hand; and 
she said, "I want you to read that." She said that she had placed this 
matter before fhe Lord, and' before her bapti!sm she desired to put upon 
the altar what she was able to give, as some expression of her gratitude 
to God, and as an act of restitution in the matter of the tithe. And there 
was a cheque enclosed; it was a cheque for $150 which she desired to give 

,to the Lord before she was baptized. 
1 had a feeling that there was some very close connection between 

our 'afteronoon' meeting and that aot of hers. We had much pray'er in the 
prayer-meeting until about half past ten. Then God laid upon a large 
number a great bUirden of prayer, and they wanted to stay-and they 
did sta:y until bet,ween one and two o'clock this morning. And ,the burden 
of the prayers of many was that we should be led to bring our tithes into 
the storehouse; and as that prayer was presented to God again and again, 
with no suggestion from anyone bu.t' from the Spirit of the Lora, 1 said, 
"Well, Lord, 1 have never preached from tha't particular text; but 1 will 
take it in the morning and talk albout it, if it be the Lord's will." 

1 should like to add, that as we prayed about ,this offering, one young 
man said, "I have noll much money with me; but the l'ad brought five 
loaves and two fishes, and there are two dollars." And he came forward 
and put it on the table. Another 'young man, who is not a member' of 
this church-:-just a studen.t, and students have no surplus money--'S1aid, "I 
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wan~. to· .. givcLa·litUe t.oo;" and ·he ·put. down "oile d·ollaf. Another· brother'" 
said, ."1·. wimt to 'put o.ne hundr·ed dollars -on top of that." . And we' . felt 

. the Lord was ieading us out; and: there was a spi"[j.t of hilarious 'giving in 
al.1 hearts;. .That ·was -between one and two o'.clock this morning. And 
·those Whq did' not contri'bute then wanted to face' .this .matterbefore· .the 
Lord, and give as the Lord has prospered. 

In this ,text the Lord asks a question, "Will a man 'rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed me." They .then say, "Wherein have: we robbt:d thee?" And 
His answer is, "I,n tithes and ofFerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: -for 

. ye have· robbed me, even this whole nation." He PS speaking- to the people 
of Israel. 

1. Let us begin' by endeavouring to understand the principle involved ~ 
:here-that"God Demands of usa Recognition of His Proprietorship. He is r. 
not speaking now; of what our Anglican .friends would call Wlorks - of l 
"supererogation,'" or some-thing that is over and above our neces·sary duty; 
but He is speaking of a· si"mple .obligation, of the rendering to God of that 
which is His own; and He declares that the tenth is His:'it is not ours at all. 

I read to you this morning f.rom the New Testament a passage which 
refers to the priesthood of our Lord as being sim~lar to that of Melchisedec, 
-that He is "a priest for ever after the ·order of Melchisedec." We do 
not know who Me1chisedec was.i. but I am inclined to the belief that He 
was none 'Other than the Lord Himself, Who appeared in that ancient day, 
"without father, wi.thout mother, without descent, hav.ing neither beginning 
of daY's, nor end of years; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a 
priest continually." And when Abraham returned from' the slaughter of 
the ki.ngs, Melchisedec, king of Sal'em, the King of peace, met him; and to 
Him Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. And the chapter I read to you 
this morning teaches us that in that act Abraham recognized the superior­
ity, the Lordship, of Melchis·edec. "Consider," says the writer, "how great 
this man was, unto ·whom even the patriarch Abraham· gave the tenth of 
the spoils." The giving of the tenth was a recognition of Melchisedec's 
kipgship, of His superiority to the patriarch. 

Then you will remember Jacob's wonderful dream: he registered a 
'vow when' he set up the stone at Bethel, and said, "If God will be with 
me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give ·me bread. to eat, 
and raiment to put ·on, so that I come again to my father's house in peace; 
then shall the Lord be my God . . . and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the tenth unto thee." "{"" 

Later still when the children of Israel possessed the land of pr·omise, 
God set 'aside the tribe of Levi to minister to Him in the priesth09d. 
Therefore, when ,they went into the promised liand, imd they divided 
the· land by lot among the tribes,· Levi was given no portion. Levi. had 
no land: it was divided among the other tribes. And everyone of them 
was instructed to give a tenth of all they had to the Lord for the Levites; 
and s'o the Levites had a portion in all their brethren. But they had no 
land. . (Num. 18: 20-21). And then in turn the Levites also were re­
quired to tithe the tithes: they also had to 'bring into the offering of the 
Lord a tenth of all they received from their 'brethren of the other tribe·s; 
but the tithe of .aU, and the tithe of the tithe, was "holy unto the Lord. 

i have not time >this morning even' to enumerate the instances in which 
spiritual revival and quickening accompanied the act ·of recognition of God's 
pr.oprietorship, . by the rendering of' the tithe. This, however, I must say, 
the thing that is fundamental to all spiritual prosperity is a ri,ght relation­
ship to God. 
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One. said to Jesus: '!Master, . which is .the gre·at ·command·ment in the 
law?" .Do you remember. the question?: And:Jesus said, .. "Thciu shalt ~ove 
the Lord thy God. This is· the first and· great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighboui as :thy.self." But 
Jesus· did not mean that the first commandment ·Was merely first· in oreer.: 
He meant that God .Himself was to be regarded as the chief Creditor, as 
the King, as the Lord of all: and that a recognition and acknowledgment of 
tha·t fact is the si~e qua non of all spiritual good. 

. In our day the emphasis is laid upon the second table of ·the deca­
logue.; and .as long .as men live in. right. ·relationship to their· fellows, even 
though they ignore God, we are told that all will be well: if a· man is 

,merely normal; if he pays his debts, and recognizes and discharges his 
~bligation to his· fellows; even ~hough he never bows his ·knee· to God, 

. all will Ibe well. A half truth is an untruth; aI).d the thing that· we need 
to learn to-"day is that God will be God; that He demands recognition as 
·God. And it is our duty and privilege as Christian people so. to recognize 
God that it shall appear to all thM we accord Him in all things the pre­
eminence. He is our chief Creditor: "In Him we live, and move, and 
haVoe ·our being." It is the Lord who giveth thee power to get wealth." 
There· is nothing we have which is our ·own. From Him "every good and 
every perfect gift" p'roceedeth; and if He withdrasws His hand, then we 
are poor indeed. 

That, in principle, is what God demands of u's: that in our business, 
in our temporal affairs, 'we shall recognize God by giving Him the first 
place. A tenth of the flock, a·nd of the herd, and ·of all the fruit of the land, 
God claimed for Himself; and it was for Himself alone. It was to be 
reserved and dedicated to Him; it was "holy unt·o the Lord" (Lev. 27: 30-33). 
In this case the people had withheld thei·r tithes. They had not recognized 
God; and God actually charges them with having "robbed" Him~ He 
does not say, "You have no·t been generous:" He says, "You haVoe 110t 
been honest with Me." 

There is a terrible story in the New Testament als·o,-one of the most 
terrible stories in the whole Book-of the taking of a colleotion; and of 
a .husband coming and laying d·own at the apostles' feet that which he 
declared was the price ·of a piece of land he had sold. Peter said, "Anan!as, 
why hath Satan tilled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?" And he fell 
down d·ead at the apostle's feet. When his wife came in later, Peter asked 
her whet-her. they had sold the. la~d for so much, ·only to discover that 
they had conspired together to be untrue to God, to be dishonest with 
God, t·o mock God; as if He could be deceived! And she too fell dead at 
the apos·tle's feet. 

My dear fnends, it i·s a very serious matter. It is important that we 
shquld give God His rightful place; that we should put Him first; and that 
we . should recognize that whatever we have, be it little or much, God 
demands that His claims be given recognLtion. 

Of course, the principle of the first commandment applies to more 
than the giving of the tenth: it applies to everything: but I am dealing 
with this especially this morning. And I am not speaking of this in order 
to make an appeal to you. I am just bringing y;ou this text; because I 
coul.d not get away from it. I have not had time t·o unlock its treasures. 
I just want to leave the text with y.ou; because the text i's far mightier 
than any exposition ·of mine could be. I am persuaded the more we give 
the people of othe Word of the Lord the mo're effective our ministry will be. 
Some one may go away and say, "The preacher did not say very much 
to us this morning." No, he did not. I have told you that I am merely 
thinking aloud this m9rning; speaking wholly impromptu, from a text laid 
on my heart by being quoted in ·several prayers between ·one and two 
o'clock this morning. But God has said a great ·deal. "Will·a man rob 
God?" Will you r.ob Him? Will I? Shall we any of us rob Him? or 
shall we resolve here ·this morning that there shall be an end ·of that; and 
that we will from this for·ward recognize God in our temporal ·affaIrs; and 
we will do what he has required? 
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, It may be that somebody here thj~,~orp.jng .wiH say" ":Sut sir, you 
a:r'e' p'reic'hirig 'from' im '01&' Testamen't teXit:· do' You 'krt~)\v' that \V'e are' not 
under "the, law, but ,under grace?'" Yes, I know ,that; 'but- let ,us 'con,siaer 
the relation of these, two principles, of- the two covenants, of Law" and 
Grace, Ponder this text, for instance: "For -what the law couM not do, 
in that 'it was weak through the fle'sh, God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful fles'h, and ~or sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the' 
righteousness of .the law might, be fulfilled in us, who walk not· after the 
flesh, but a,fter the Spirit." , 

The ceremonial law was aboHshed; and the law, as an objective stan-. 
d·ard, and as a means of salva.tion, is declared to have failed: but the deca­
logue is not abolished: "the righteousness of the law" is to be fulfilled in 
liS "who walk not' after the. flesh, but after the Spirit." "T'hou shalt not 
kill:" ",thou ,shalt not. ·steal:" these. and other requiorements of -the moral law 
are ·'its binding as ever. The gospel does not licen'se us to do these things. 
Th'e dHfer'ence between the' law' and the gospel is that God has taken the 
objective law' from the tables ,of stone. and He has written it in our own 
hearts, making the renewed soul to desire what God wills. ' 

The tenth is a useful min'imum; but my contention this mprning is 
that the standar-ds of the New Testament are, in their spiritual import, if 
possible, even higher than the s,tandards of the Old: that the gosoe'! requires 
far more of us· than did Vhe law. It demands the submis'sion of the whole 
man-spirit, soul, and body-'l:o the Lordship of Jesus Christ; and a recog­
nition of Him in a~l our affairs, spiritual and temporal. 

II. But 'Iet me now remind you that There is Always a Place for 
Repentance. The Lord uses some hard word's ·nere. I should not have 
thought of taking this text, because really I must confess that I have been 
filled with grati'tude for the way God has supp'lied our need; .and for the 
generous way 'in which the people have given. And it never ,occurred to 
me to .think that we were among those who rob God, I do not know that 
we are. I am not s'ay:ing that this has application to you. When this 
young woman came ,to me la·st week to tell me of her new~found hope in 
Christ, it did not occur to me to say, "Look here, what have you been 
doing with the Lord's tithes during the past years?" It would: never 
have occurred to me to speak like that; but when the Spirit of the Lord 
comes upon a man or upon a woman, and enlighitens the understanding, 
and quickens ,the conscience, and takes the first place in our affections, it 
is perfectly marvellous what God can do. . 

When, and following upon that, He seemed to open the ·hearts of the 
people in praye'r; an'd to lead some of them to quote this text, it seemed 
to me that it would be wise for me to bring you the text, even though I 
was unprepared to ,give you a studied exposition of it. I do not want to 
lessen its force at all: nor ,to suggest to anyone that we should seek to 
escape from its tremendously sear-ching inquiry. Let us open our hearts 
to the Holy Spiritls scrutiny. 

"Will a man rob God?" Well, if you have, it is for YOll,1;lly friend, 
to acknowledge it., If any of us are conscious of having failed in this 'par­
ticular thing-'-in 'our relationship to God: then I remind you that He comes 
in tender grace to say, "Bring ye all ,the tithes into the storehouse." As 
though He should say, "If that is what you have done, let Me tell you 
what you may do from this hour, Recognize Me: it is not too late, bring 
ye all f:ihe tithes into the storehouse, begin to make amends, bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, and prove me now herewith, said the Lord of 
hosts." . 

I do believe that God desires to be proved' as Lord of the material 
realm. Modern ,science has almost excluded God from the realm of the 
material. The evo'lutionary hypothesis has become, shall I say, atmos­
pheric. And this atmosphere has coloured all ,our thinking; so that many 
who profess to 'believe the Bible to be the W'ord of God, are unconsciously 
influenced by the prevailing miasma, and led to conceive the universe as a 
machine governed only by processes of inexorable law: and that God has so 
wound the thing up, that it has to go on in its appointed course, an.d that 
God is something apart from His un'iver,se; or 'otherwise, that He is locked 
within, in the sense of the divine immanence: that He has shut Him­
self up within the things He has made; 'and He cannot Himself suspend 
His 'law. And ,out of th'at comes the den.ial of all miracles. "Why," says 
the man of science, "it is nonsense to talk a'bout Jesus opening the eyes 
of t,he blind, and healing the leper, and raising th~ dead, and making wa,ter 
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into wine, anq, mul,tiplying the, .loaves: it is contrary to law" and FJe, ,c;mnot 
dQ it.'" But, ,God waits to "Prov:e :'~)i.a:t lIe 'is ,:'the Source' of' law;, ;anli 'that,:' 
H'e:"is,'su-perior'to law; that while' He 1S 'immanent,-everywher'e- present' 
in , all" His' W'or/<:s;" 'He is transcendent' too-Sovereign of everything ,tha-t, 
He' 'has' ma,de; and He 'can 'stop the machine if need be: for Hezekiah He 
made the shadow return 'backward' on the dial of Ahaz ; and at the word of, 
J os'hua the sun stood still. God can lengthen your' day if He will: the sun 
and "everything above and beneath 'it, are still subject to His personal, 
sover,eig'n sway. ' , 
, 'Now, said He, in- the realm of the materia'l, "Bring'ye 'all the tithes into 

the storeho'use . '. '. and prove 'me now herewith, said the Lord of hosts,­
give me a chance to' show that I 'am.' Lord in My universe." Do you' not 
thin,k that the Lord desire's Ito' glorify' Himself in the finances 'of a church? 
Do you not believe 'that He desires to show what He can do with poor 
people? I do not know that there is any special virtue iiI being poor, 
esp'ecially if our poverty is due to our indo'lence:' nor do' I think it is speci­
ally wrong t'o be rich; if wealth comes as the gift of God, as 'the rewa'rd 
of honest toil; and provided that God is recognized. We should serve God 
whe,re He ''ha's placed us; anli thank Him for everything He has bestowed 
upon us. 'On the 'other hand, it is true thai: God has "chosen the poor of 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the k~ngdom which he hath promised 
to ,them that love' him." Oh, you have dreamed about somebody remember­
ing you in their will, have you not? If I were to ask all those who have 
nO't dreamed such dreams as that to stand, I do not think anybody would 
stand, We have all dreamed of being rich. But, my dear friends, the, 
Lord of glory has remembered you in Hi,s Will; and the poor of this 
world may be "rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom;" and God loves 
to take 'hold of a congregation of poor people, and show the world what 
He can d,o. He loves to take, as I have 'often said to you, "the weak things 
of ,the world . . and the things which -are despised-I think that me'ans, 
a church-and things which are not." Why somebody said the other day, 
speaking about Jarvis Street,-so somebody told me,-"Nobody goes there." 
I d,o not know whether they meant we were a congregation' of nobodies. 
We are at least a congregation of humans of some sort; and if we are 
nobodies Ithere i's a probability of 'our being used of God. He desires to 
manifest His grace and 'p'ower in the realm of the material. Therefore, 
however poor we may be, let' us be amhitious to be "rich in faith." 

About three years 'ago a gentleman from this church came home with 
me one Sunday evening after the meeting; and as we sat together at my 
table I asked him about our' unfinished building. I said, "Do you think 
it ought to be finished?" "0 yes," he said, "I think so. I ,think we f;hould 
addre'ss ourselves to that matter at an early date." Then he added: "I 
would ,be will:ing to give you $10,000 towards it." I was thankful; I re­
member I wa's thankful both to God and to him for ,that generous promise. 
Of course it was only a: pr'omise, but I thoug~t of it as cash; but it did 
not bring me half the spiritual blessing that that cheque for $150 did 
last night. Somehow 'or another that came to me as something right down 
out of heaven from God: there was a ,spiritual accompaniment about it I 
cannot explain; and I think, as I have told you the story this morning, 
you' have felt that it was the finger of God. Our Lord 'still loves to get 
the loaves and the fishes from the lad; and it is wonderful what He can 
do with them. ' 

N ow, my ,dear friends, I ask you this morning if we shall prove Him 
in the matedal realm; if we shall just accept, 'shaH I dare to say, His 
challenge: "Pr,ove me now ,herewith; bring in your tithes; recognize Me; 
and I put Myself 'on record-I give you My wriften promise: I will . . 
open the windows-or, the flood-gates~of heaven, and' pour you out a 
blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it." 

I believe that we have a r,ight to expect material blessing, I believe 
the text 'has application there, that. God will bless us even in the material 
realm; He will bles's us in our business: He will bless us in our -basket and 
in our store; He will really give us increase in material things. Now as 
a matter of arithmetic, if, a man has a dollar and he needs every cent of 
it, and he gives ten cents to the Lord, he will be ten cents short. That is 
arithmetic; but i,t is npt faith. The ninety cents, mean more than one 
dollar when they a're put into the hands of God; and I believe He would 
have us prove Him there: thi'lt is the only way by ,whi'ch we ,can accept 
thi's teaching. Othel"Wise, there are people here this morning whq would 
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. say, "Well 'sir, I can hardly PaY my. way. ·If I were to give the: I.,ord :a 
tenth I do' not know what I should. ·do.". But He says: "Prove Me; take 
Me into partnership; make Me supervi'sor;. make Me the head of the house; 
make Me the manager of the business; 'recognize Me; and' ·see if I will not 
make the concern grow: I will pour you out a blessing that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it." 

This i's, of course, especially true in the spiritual sense. Somebody said 
last night, "Is that the reason why we have not had the floods of blessing 
for which we have been praying? Perhaps God in His providence has led 
us to see this evening, in order that He may open the flood-gates of heaven." 
I do not know. I just bring you this simple message. 

"And I will rebuke ,the devourer f.or your sake." Do you. know what 
. the· "devourer" is? Well, there were ·the locust, the caterpillar, the canker-· 
worm, and these devoured the fruit of the field. 

VVhat is the "devourer?" There is somebody here this morning who 
says, "But sir, I have had sicknesos in my home. . I have had aH kinds of 
trou,ble." Yes, these things come; in the Providence of God they are per­
mit.te-d; bu,t sometimes it may be that some of these "devourers" would 
not come; it may be that we should be saved from a good deal of expense, 
if only we gave God .the first place. In the spiritual realm ,the seed is 
sown, and the birds of the air come and catch it away. Does it not mean 
that the Lord will build a fence about His garden; that He Who is the 
Gardener will take care of His v:ine? We shall not sow and another reap; 
but we shall s'ow, and ourselves shall reap; and we shall see the ,qp.it of 
our toil in the name of the Lord. 'yr." 

I have not said much ,to you this morning. I have just given you the 
te~t, and I want to read it to you once more with a prayer ,that God may 
write it in our hearts: "Where·in have we robbed thee? In tithes and offer­
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the s.torehouse, that there may -be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open y·ou the windows ·of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer 
for your sakes, and he 'shall not des.troy the fruits ·of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit 'before the time .in the field, saith the Lord 
of hosts. And all nations shall call you 'blessed: for ye shall be a delight­
some land, saith the Lord of hosts." 

I told you that we would take ,the offering after the message this 
morning instead of before. It just occurred ·to me that perhaps the' Lord 
has anotqer plan-that to-day and next Sunday we may have this thousand 
dollars put on the plate; and that we may observe Novem'ber 26th as a 
great thank-offering -day to send the gospel to the ;.egions beyond. But 
1 do ask you prayerfully to take ·thi·s messag·e, ·and l/fly. it on your hearts; 
and let us hear what God the Lord will say to us. .\ 

Remember Everybody! Three prayer meetings,-the ,tide is rising I Be 
sure to be on hand when the W·ind of the Spirit brings the long-e~pected 
argosy of souls to port. 

Remember-Ladies! Dorcas will meet Thursday at 2.30 to sew. She 
needs you, and so do the missi0naries for whom she willi work. 

Remember-Gentlemen! Dorcas invites you to tea Thursday at 6.30 
(Shl Don't forget your purse!). 

Remember-Boys and Girls. Wednesday 7.15. 

W~t aL~urt~ aLaltnbar 
For the week beginning Sund'ay, November 26th, 1922. 

Sunday 
1O.00-P~yer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
1O.3O--Communion Service. • 
11.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-The Bible School will meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship-The Pastor will preach. Baptism will be administered. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday-S.OO-Prayer Service. 
Wednesday-Junior Mid-Week Service-7.15. 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00; 
Evangelistic Service, conducted by Mr. W. L. McKay, 7.00.· 

Wednesday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15, Junior Service. 
Dorcas, Thurs. 2.30. Te·a 6.30. 
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