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MORE ABOUT .,BAPTISTS AND EDUCATION. 
oIn our arUdle on ,tili,is subject laet week we venbured to enquire 'WIhat 

BaJPtist Increment was aooru~.g .tram Btpti.st money invested :In our Baptist 
educatlona,l institutions of the Baptist ,Convention o'f Ontario and Que·bec. 
We would .begin this week by. pressing that enquiry a little further. 

How the Money is Raised. 
The total contributions fIlom churches and ISunday schools llor "Christian 

Education" for the 'Convention years 1'919-20 and 119120..21 (see Year Hooks, pp 
148 and 149, respectively) amounted to .$Z8,746.5!5. Last week we showed .that 
the total deficit i,n Woodstock and 1M0urton :Colleges for the same period 
amounted to '$19,8412.92. How: are these contributlons obtained?, While some 
C'hurches arran'ge their own Missions' budget, many 'Churches follow the 
'suggestion . of the ,ConvenUoIl, ,PI'an-of-Flnance ·Committee. !By this Plan the 
Budget includes Foreign, Home, Western and -Grande Ligne Missions; Chris­
tian EducaUon; ,Minhrterial .superannuation; Sunday .School; Church Edifiqe; 
'S'ocial Service-nine objects .in all. The pe;rcentage division (s,ee Year !Book 
1Ili!!: rio 61) ,proposed !by th~ Convention Committee for Ch·l'Iistian IIDdl\lcation 
was 1J. per cent. of undesignated funds; the amount actually l"eceived ,by the 
'Unlversity Treasurer was 9% per cent. That .Is to say,9~ cents of every 
dol'lar given by the members ·of our churc'hes .~y the bud'get plan for missiOnS 
went into the 'Christian Education Fund. In this way the total of ~8,74-6.55 
was made up. 

In the minds. ·of many of ·our people "'Christian Education" is synonymous 
with "Ministerial" 'education." ;Because many do not enquire, it is, w,e believe, 
wid'ely assumed that by this means the churclies are assisting toed·ucate 
young men f,or the Gospel .Ministry who, in turri, will serv,e ~the churches of 
the (Denomination. We feel sure that such a work will always strongiy appeal 
to our peopre; for our churches must have ministers; and we need e'ducated 
ministers; and this 'need must be sup,plied, In the main, from. Baptist co}'leges. 

The Christian Education Fund and Ministerial, St,udents. 
:But what proportion of the money 'given for Christian 'Education is actu­

ally used to assist ministerial stUdents? We believe nothing is given to 
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students -outrIght: and that is as it should be, The 1I.nanclal assistance given 
to stud,ents for the ministry is in the form of payment for service ren,dered. 
But what proportion 'of contributions to the ,Christian ,Education 'Fund is used 
to pay ministerial students for work done? Last week we said that 65 per 
cent. -of the total is swallowed up to cover deficits Qf W'oodstock and Moul'ton 
Colleges. We should have said a little over 69 per cent. What of the remain­
Ing 31 per cent.? We refer ,our readers to pp 1418 and 149 Qf Year iBooks 19:20 

. and 1921 respectively. There it appears that f,or the two years a total of 
$3,597.80 was received speciofiocally designated for "Ministerial kid" apart from 
the "Christian Education" fund; while for the. same peri-od a totar was paid 
out for "Ministerial and ,Special Aid to 'Students" (we do not know whether 
,this includes aId to other than ministerial students 001' not) of $5/8-14.62. 
Deductin,g from that the '$3,.597.80 derived ,from other sources specially con­
tributed for >Ministerial Aid, there is a ba.lance 0,[ only $2i2~6.8'2 ,paid Qut of 
the Christian ,Education fund in two years for the aid of Ministerial ,Students; 
or '$1,W8.11 per year, ,or a'bout 7~ per cent. of the amount eontributed by the 
churches. To this must ,be added a fraction more of the amount spread over 
,the ,genemll universLty expenses; .hut ilt js saife to say that of t'he '$28,7'41,6.55 
contrib1!ted by the churches for "Christian EducaU.on," ,not more than 10 per 
cent. is used to ass}s't young men to prepare for the Gospel ministry. The 
other 90 percent. g'oes Into the general fund of the University, and Is used 
directly 'or ,Indirectly, to d'efray the cOst .of ed,ucaU,ng young ladies at !Moulton 
and McMaster, and boys and young men at Woods·tock and McMaster for 
'calllngs o()ther than the ministry; not a few of whom are not even m.embers 
of Baptist churches, and malke no return to the Denomination for .the help 
received. 

Where Does t,he Money Come From? 

From the foregomg it would appear that the 90 ,per cent. of the Christian 
Education fund i.s used to produce teachers, lawyers, d'octors, .chemists, engin­
eers, journa,lists, with here and there, perhaps, a farmer " who Ilghtens his 
labour by learn.ing. And It is well that learning should Increase: a country 
Is enri'ched and strengthened by an educated citizenship. iBut who provides 
the money for the :Christian Education ,fund? Our church members of aIr 
ranks, rich and poor alike; among them, business girls and women who() work 
in factory and store, and some'we know, God .bless them! who earn their living 
by washin.g clothes and scru'bbing 1I.oors. The men? IA. few, who of their 
abundance ,cast in to the offerings ,of God; a;nd some who, in what are caUed 
"the learned professions," acquire at least a comf'ortable competence; but 
the many give of that which has been earned by sheer hard work-often by 
some form of manual labour. 

Is 'Our Educational Policy Ethically Sound? 

We have no intention of setting Qne class ,in the balance against another. 
But we are discussing "Christian" education. lAnd that which is "Christian" 
.is based on principles Qf righteousness and equity. On what "Christian' 
prin'clple, for examp,le, can we justify an appeal to a young girl who works 
in a factory to give of her earnings to assist ',in educatin.g a yo()ung man' who 
w,ould quali.fy for the practice of law? ' Can it be quite "Christian" to devote 
the 'offerings of a faithful' :Chrlstlan washerwoman to meet the ,deficit of a 
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college incurred in the process o'f ·edU!cating, under cost, the daughter of the 
well-to-do lady for whom, perhaps, that washerwoman works 1- ils it clearJy 
"Christian" ·to lay upon the 'Pastor of a little ·church the obligation to give 
and collect 'money to .support educational .institutions of which he 'knows he 
is too poor to give his own dear chIrdren the advantage? and which institu­
tions are training men and w·omen for professions which make no direct con­
tribution to the church's life. 

The Church's Supreme Task. 

lBut ther·e is a stin more serious aspect to this matter. The supreme 
.obligati~n of the C'hristian .church is to ma'ke Christ known, to pre8lCh '\Christ 
crucified" as the sinner'stinly hope, at home, and abroad, and' even to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. To do this the iChurch must Ihave ministers 
and missionaries, and these she must train for her servIce herself. Let 'Us 
look frankly at the facts.' Of the total ,of our Mission budget lll. per cent. Is 
to 'be dev·oted to Christian EducatIon. That means that the funds of our 
MissIon 'Boards must receive less. -Now if the 111 per cent. is to .be used to 
train ministers~nd missionaries for the 'Ch~rch's service, bey.ond doubt It is 
her ibest dnvestment; 'because it wHltend· ·to increase ,tihe effectivenesS of the 
rem;aln.iIl!g J;leoTCen1lage d-irectlyapp1ieci to missIonary end·ea;vour.· !Bu,t i;f not 
more than one tenth of the 11 per cent. divertell from misSionary channels 
1s so applied, is the policy .<lalIed ",Chrls·tian ,EducatIon" economically, not 
to say, ethically, sound? .~,'. 

'Why Not Produce Ministers" 

. :Again, "The labourers are few." The church needs ministers, and mis­
sionariEis. "The poor 'have the gospel' preached to them"! and, as a rule, it is 
the poor. who preach the gosper. Ministerial students are .proverbially poor, 
·Some enter 'college later than they would or should ,because they must make 
and save money ~efore they ·begin. Others must turn aside in the midst of 
their college course, and prolong their apprenticeship because they must earn 
the money to go on. .·And these Y01!-ng men dare not involve themselves too 
heavily in debt, because,'~ if they d,o, the·.!!mall salaries in prospect forbid the 
hope of their ever fr·eein,g themselves. An.d the spirits of many are fearfuJ.ly 
tried, their working capacity is reduced, an,d their whole outlook in life 
darkened, .because the help afforded them by the ·churches they are .preparing 
to serve Is so small. . Aiid yet 90 per cent. of· what. ·our Baptist churches give 
to Christian iEducaUon, 'Is used for something else tnan producing ministers! 
Again we ask, 'Is such a policy ecoIiomical'ly or ethically sound? 

Is not our Baptist ~ollcy ·of duplicatin'g t'he state system of secondary and 
'higheT education .i!lIlPoverishing onr ministry; 31I1.d ,turnIng money from m-i.ssio1lJo 
ary channels /t.o purely educational purpos.es? 

What Is Our Endowment For? 

Nor Is' this an. We 'Cannot afford space for many more figures. !Let the 
reaide%-. turn to .pagli' 149 ·of the 19.2.1 Year -Book, and there he will find the 
M~Master. ;Universit)~.Treasurer's report. The total McMaster rev-enue from 
all sources was $104,Mi:9.31)! including the '$1~8,746J5;5 ·received ·from churches 
and: Sunday schooi's. ,T\te 'Endowment Fund, equally with theyear,ly gifts 
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from the churches, was dedicated to the propagation of the !Baptist interpreta­
tion of the Gospel of Christ. 

The Rule of the Crucified not the "The Rule of the Dead Hand." 

We &ometimes hear ,objections to what .is called "the rule of .the dead 
hand." ~ut our courts still recognize the 'force and binding authority of a 
man's last will and testament. When "David ,enquired of the Lord" concern­
ing the three years' famine fr,om which the land had suffered, "the Lord 
answered, !It is for ,Saul, and for his bloody house, ,because he 8few the 
Gibeonites." :Centuries before, Joshua had made a solemn covenant with the 
Glboonites, whIch now ISaul had violated. T'hat surely was "the rule of the 
dead hand." lBut God r.espected it, and ,punished the land with famine Ibecause 
o'f its violation. !And If we ,do not fulfil our trust as a DenominaUon, how can 
we expect blessing? If we withho,ldour testimony; if we surrender our 
prlncipfes, and resort to compromise; ,or in any way fail in maintaining a 
witn'ess to the .truth for whose propagation these funds were solemnly com­
mi,bted to ou,r trust as a Den omi ll'3;tion, hOlW dare we ttallk I1!bo'Ut "Chrll!ltfa,n" 
EducatIon! Let us ,pray Lor a revival In all our churches" and 1n every depart­
ment of 'our denominational life; and let 1LS never rest con.tent until our 'Educa­
tional i-nstitutions in .a.tl their affairs, in practice as weIr as in .pro,fesson, d,o 
really make Jesus Christ; ·Lord. It is for this, they exist. That is the founda­
tion stone ,of the .Baptist position. We.care lit~le for the name of ",Baptist." 
To us it means a body of trut!t. we find revealeq, in the word of God. We 
believe there is a place f,?r Woodstock, Moulton, an~ iMcMaster as distinctly 
,Baptist ·educational .institutions; by which we mean as .institutions which teach 
oth~ t~t:h fur whioh B~lp1'ists stand. [f :they do, ann ~h-ne they d'O, 1et itt be 
proved, an:d then let the Denomination take them to Its heart, and give-them 
a worthy supp,ort; but if they do not 'stand squarely and immovably for t·he 
·Baptist position, let 'Us solemnly resolve that at all costs they shah be con-
ditioned so to do. .' 

liI4t lInruis.&trttt ,ulpit 
PRAYING .. FOR THE UNSAVED 

A Sermon by the Pastor 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Sunday morning, Sept. 17th, 1922. 
(Stenographically reported.) 

"But Abraham stood yet before the Lord."-Genesis 18: 22. 

W
E read in the Epistle of Jude, that Sodom and Gomorrah "are set .forth 
for an example, suffe:ing the ve?geance of eter~al fi~e:':.Inddentally, th.e 
New Testament agam bears Witness to the historicity of the GenesIs 

record. The .cities of Sod om and Gomorrah were real cities; the men of Sod om 
and Gomorrah were real men-they were sinner,s bef.ore the Lord; ,th'e destruc': 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah was a very real destruction; the salvation 'of Lot'but 

. of Sodom was a very real salvation, as Lot well knew. ~ .... erywhere the,'New 
Testament teaches us that these historical p61rtions of _Scrlpture are designed to 
teach us spiritual lessons. I have frequently remindcia'yozi' of that great principle 
laid down in the New TestaRlent, respecting thr!journeyings of the children 

4 

" 



. . 
~. 

tJ 
~' 

of Israel: that not only is the record of their experience written !by inspiration; 
but that the events ~ecorded were themselves providentially arranged, in order 
that they might teach spiritual truths. It is said of the life of our Lord Jesus: 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing, ye might have'life 
th~ough His name." It couid also be said, that many other things occurred 
in the life of God's pe'ople of ancient time, whi'ch are not written in the Old 
Testament; ,but the things which are written, are written for our learning, 
upon whom the ends of the' ages have come. 

Abraham is spoken of iIi the Word as "the father of all them that believe." 
Those who believe are des~ribed as "the children of Abraham;" and we are 
said to be "as Isaac was, the children of promise." We are accustomed to 
think of Abraham's faith as ,having special application to his appropriation of 
the promise respecting Isaac's ,birth. I endeavoured to expound to you a few 
Sunday mornings ago, the ,text, "Albraham believed God;" and I want to try 
to show you this morning that his faith in God led him to pray, and made him 
a mighty intercessor, calling down God's blessing upon others of lesser faith 
than his own. . 

1. The Lord appeared, unto Abraham 'in the plains' of Mamre. His faith 
was itself begotten of a divine revelation. Abraham 'became a lb,ei1ever because 
of the disclosure of Hims~1f which God made to him. It was when he saw 
God, as He, revealed Himself to his understanding, he believed: ·when he 
realized Who, and what God was, he was enabled to trust. And it is ever true 
that "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." And on this 
occasion the divine Visit~r renews His :promise to' Abraham; and very ex­
plicitly pledges him the Iblessing his heart desires shall in due time come. 
-"" But 'I want to show you this morning that prayer-true prayer-is an 
expre"ssion of faoith, and, 'like faith, is also always inspired by a divine revelation. 
,We ~ever (31lk to God until He has spoken to us. "When thou saidst, Seek ye 
my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek." True ,prayer 
ever asks that which is in accord with the will of God; and the will of God 
may be known only as it is revealed ,to us by His Spirit. 

Let us now look at this story, a part of which I have read to you this 
morning, for our instruction. Observe, first of all, that Abraham had known 
for a long time that Lot, was dwelling in Sodom: and yet he had not prayed 
for him. There came a time when these two parted company; and Lot 
"pitched his tent toward Sodom," and at last found. residence within the walls 
of the wicked city itself. And beyond questioll, Abraham knew w.here Lot 
was. He knew that 'he was dwelling in the midst of a wicked people; but there 
is nothing to show that Albraham felt any particular ,concern for Lot; or that 
he ever went into the p'resence of God, and prayed for his deliverance from 
the midst of the city. 

Is it n?t s,till true tJ1at there are many, w,ho are children of Abraham by 
fa.ith; who are children "of promise; who are really the children of God; but 
who yet do not..intercede for the Lots of our day? There are Christian wives 
for instance, who .rejoice in their huslbands' material prosperity. 'The wif~ 
knows'very well that, he is getting on; that he is amassing wealth; that he is 
prospering, according to the standards of the world. And she sees, more and 
more, that he is being caught in the worldly tide; that he is destitute of 
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:religious interest; that" he never prays; that he seld~m attends the house 'of 
.God; that in all his affairs he ignores God: that he has no concern for the 
spiritual welfare of his children, as long as they are respecta:ble; as llong as 
they are making progress in school, he has albsolutely no anxiety about their 
spiritual state: he is careless himself; and equally .careless respect.ing his 
children. And his wife, who is a Christian, is almost as careless as he is. She 
.does not pray for him; she does not pray for her own children; she does not 
realize the peril. in which they are found. Aga1n and again, I have Olbserved 
Christian parents who are proud of the progress their children are making in 

,school;.proud of the young man's ability in his new ~ituation; and rejoi~e in his 
worldly prospects. As the friends and neighbours come in they are sure to 
talk about how the children are getting on; but never a word is spoken about 

.their relationship to Christ-no' concern whatever is felt about their eternal 
future. ." 

That was the state in which Abraham was respecting Lot. There is 
nothing to indicate that Abraham felt any concern whatever about Lot's 
spiritual state until God came to the door of Albraham's tent, and told' him 
directly, personally, that Lot was in dire per.il; that the clouds of judgment 
were hanging lo~ over the city where Lot dwelt; that before long vengeance 
would fall, and the city would be consumed. And when Abraham heard that 
word from the Lord, he began to prayl He stood before the Lord, and prayed 
,as he ha~ never .prayed befor~. . . " 

And I· remind you that we have in this Book that v~ry revelation ... This 
Hook clearly ·ma'kes· a distinction 'between those who believe, and thos~ who 
do not believe. This· Book clearly tells us that there is salvation in Christ; 
and that apart from Christ there is no salvation. This. Book clearly teHs us 
there is a place, a condition, which we are accustomed to speak of as heaven: 
that there is a condition of life in whi,ch the soul may dwell ~n intimate fellow­
ship with God. And there is another condition of life, in which the soul 
will be forever separated from God. This Book tells us of heaven and of 
he.\! most explicitly. The teaching of the Bible is that even" of your f~iends 
and mine, hus'baild, wife, children, parents, brother, sister, neighbours, ·business 
associates-everyone. of them w.ho is out of Christ, is condemned already; is 
under, the ~urse of God's law; is in danger of Ibeing "turned into hell, with all 
the nations that forget God." That 1S the warning revelation of God's 'word; 
and yet some of us, perhaps, pray but indifferently for the salvation of those 
we love; while others do not pray at all. . 

, Now why was it .that Abraham prayed when God to.ld him these things? 
Let me give you .the 'text .of a few Sunday mornings ago in another s-etting. 
God came to Abraham's tent, and He said, "Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing 'which I do?" And. then He told him of the wickedness o.f Sodom and 
Gomorrah; and He sa,id, "I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I 
will kn·ow." 'He 'toid Ahraham' that He was going do'wn to Sodom, a~d if He 
fottnd it "according to the 'cry of it," 'His j~dgment would fall. Wha't 'made 
Ab~a'ham' p'ray? the revelation ?:""":not : only that, 'but this, "Abraham belie~ed 
God." Let me ring it in your e~rs-"Abraham believed'Godl" "Abraha~ b~­
liev~d G~d !;,' How did he b~lieve? Just a short ti~e befo~e, on this visit, He 
'told him that Is~ac' should be born. - And when Sarah heard it she' laughed 
aloud: it' was too good 'to be true. ·"And the Lord said unto Abraham, 
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'Wherefore di.d:Sat~h latigh?"', And she denied, 'because she was afraid. '''And 
'he- ,said,' N~Yi 'but thou didst laugh when I gave the~ My promise." She was 
afraid' in the presence of God; yet grace abounded toward her as toward her 
husband; and together, when' they received the promise of Hfe, they "believed 
God." . 

But 'that same day God uttered also His promise of death; and again, 
"Abraham 'believed God." Do you see it? He believed God! He said, "If 
God is going down to Sodom; if He is going to inspect it; jIf He has said that 
judgment shall fall; then jud.gment will fall; and Lot will share in the over-

, t~row of the ~ity." And, inunediately he stood before the LOl"d, and ,began to 
pray. 

N ow my brethren and sisters, what we need above all things is to believe 
God-not only the word which promises life; but the word which solemnly 

. warns us that "the wages of sin is death;" that "these shaH go away into ever­
lasting punishment;" that there is a place "where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched;" that it is true which God hath spoken: "Neither is there 
salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved;" that if men are not saved through 
faith in the Lord resus; if 'they are not "born again;" then they are lost-that 
is all-they are lost! ' 

'We have no more ground for 'believing in our own salvation through 
'faith in Christ, thail we have for believing in the utter an'd ·eternal destruction 
of every soul that rejects Him. The Word of the Lord promises both, ani! if 
we believe God, we must believ·e both. ' 

And that is the weakness of the modern church. Russelism and 'many 
other kindred heresies, ,have' serv.ed to lessen the convi.ction of Christian people 
r,especting 'these matters. 'I recall some years ago being in a 'ministers' 
meeting, \vhen a minist·er-'-I remember the shock of it at this moment­
when' a niinister, I suppose ;of nearly sixty years of age, told th~ brethren how 
that once in his early ministry, he had preached from the text: "The wicked· 
shaIi be turned into hell, with all the nations that forge't God;" and amid great 
merriment he told his fellow-ministers that long ago he had put away such 
texts as that, and had promised the Lord that if He would forgive him for 
that one iridis·cretion, he would never commit it again! 

My brethren, the truth is, that people may go to-day into scores of 
churches in this city, and other cities, and hear no.word that will disturb their 
consciences; no word that w.ill arouse them to a sense of the peril of the 
wicked. And yet, if we believe this Word at all, we must believe both sides 
of the revelation-that He Who promises life in Christ, ptomises only destru'c­
tion out of Christ. 

What then? Shall we believe God? I cannot persuade you of it; I cannot 
persuade'myself of it. I am called frequently to conduct funeral services. A 
man has died without Christ; without showing the sHghtest interest in Christ. 
,What am I to say? I wish I could speak words of comfort I I tell you what 
I do always-I preach the· gospel; and tell people that there is only one way 
to be saved, and that is t1lrough Christ. It is not easy to be faithful in these 
matters, !but we must be true even when and where tears are falling and hearts 
are bleeding., There are many people within the -circle of your acquaintance­
people 1n your own homes; of whom your heart would dispose you to say: 
"I find it difficult to persuade myself that the Bible doctrine of final rewards 
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can be true with respect to this ~nd that one." There is only one way by 
which you can be persuaded of the truth: When God ,came to Abraham, and 
spoke to him directly, calling him by name, He said, in effect, "A-braham, there 
are the clouds of vengeance; there is the judgment coming-do you believe 
God?" And "Abraham believed God;" and believing, he began to pray. 

It is not enough that we intellectually agree with the truth of Scripture. 
It is only as the Spirit of God takes His own word, and lays it upon our own 
hearts; when He comes by a personal visitation, and makes us realize the peril 
of the lost, that we shall begin to pray. And it is in my heart this morning, 
my dear friends, to suggest to you that we should pray together these coming 
weeks that God in the greatness of His grace will do for us what He did for 
Abraham-that He will come to us, that He will visit us each personally, and 
teH us unmistaka'bly the peril in which men and women are found who are out 
of Christ. We read of men in times past who spent whole nights of agony, 
pleading for the salvation of the lost; of men who wept tears of grief, because 
they believed somebody was in danger of eternal ·damnation. But it is only as 
God the Spirit withdraws the veil from our eyes, as He makes the things of 
the spiritual realm real to us, and enables us to anticipate the future, that we 
shall be able to realize these tremendous truths of the Scripture, and be able 
to pray .. 

Shall we pray then for ourselves; that we may be awakened as we have 
never been awakened -before; that we may realize as we have never realized 
before, the peril in which men are placed who know not Christ? "A-braham 
stood yet before the Lord;" and there is not a Christian wife here whose 
huslbimd is unsaved; nor a husband whose wife is unsaved; nor a father or 
mother who have children unsaved; nor one who has Ibrothers, or sisters 
pending, hanging low over those we love,-I say if we believed that, there 'is 
not a Christian here who would not stand before the Lord and pray I It would 
become the passion of our lives to bring them to Christ,-everything in life 
wouM be subo'rdinated to that one business. . 

Have you not seen it when sickness 'has come into a' 'home? The wife, or 
child, or some other member of the family is ill. But' it is only a slight indis­
position; and the work of the. house goes on just the same. The father goes 
to business; and the rest of the family go about their work, for there is just 
one member slightly indisposed. But he or she does not get up again quickly. 
The doctor comes again and again; and he says, "The fever is rising, and 
rising;"-until at length he takes the family into hi)! confidence. He says, "It 
is a battle now for life: there is only one chance in lna~y hundreds that we 
shall be able to baffle death·!" And then what happens ?When death draws' 
near, business and everything else must go, in order that everY'body may con­
centrate on this one task of saving a precious life from the grave. 

And if God would but open our eyes, and enable us to see hell itself 
yawn.ing before those we love; we too should stand ,before the Lord and prayl 

II. How did Abraham pray? By a kind of divine instinct, he pleaded the 
vicarious principle. I pity the man who does not believe in the divine inspira­
tion of Scripture; he must 'be very blind. If God did not put the cross. in the 
Old Testament, I wonder who did? One thing is certain: Somebody who knew 
all that was to be revealed in the New Testament wrote the first pages of this 
Book-and every page throughout the whole Book; because the vicarious 
principle runs all through the Bible. 
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Abraham did not plead that sin should be condoned; he did not ask that 
'God should ignore th~ wick~dness of the city. No," But he sa.id, "Let the 
righteousness of the 'righteous avail for the salvation of the wicked. Per­
adventure there be fifty righteous, within ,the city: wilt thou also destroy and 
not spare 'the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?" '''And the Lord 
said, if I find In Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all'the 
place for their ·sakes." And' then .A!braham said, "Peradventure there shan 
lack five of i:h~ ,fifty righte~us? and he reoeived the promise that the city 
should be sp~red for ,their sakes. q'hen he dropped to forty; "And lie said, I 
will n'ot do it for forty's s~ke" "Peradventure there shall thirty ,be found 
there.'; "I will not do .it if I' find thirty there." . "Peradventure there shall be 
twenty found there." "I will not destroy it for'twenty's sake." "And he said, 
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure 

. ten· shall ,be found there.'" J\;nd the Lord answered, "I will not destroy it for 
ten's sake." But Abraham's .faith could go no farther.' He cotild only plead 
the righteousness 'of ten. For less than ten he di,d not dare to ask a stay of 
judgment. ' 

How mu~h more highly privileged are wei' We have not to plead the 
righteousness of fifty, nor of ten; but we can plead the r,ighteousness of One 
Whose righteousness avails for the' salv~tion of a whole worldl Blessed be 
Godl And we are eacouraged to pray that though the wicked de'serve' the 
judgment that is threatened,,'God will fO'r the sake of jesus, have mercy' upon 
them. Surely a solemn obligation rests upon all bf us who' are thus privileged 
to prllY" to, st,and before the Lord. 

HI. But I must show yo.u How Ab'raham's prayer was answered. Lot was 
dwelling in Sodom; and was ;as indifferent to the impending doom as Abraham 

.. had been~ And when the al'!gels came to Sod om, and told Lot of his 'danger, 
'he seemed to but half believe their warning,' and' to be in no hurry to quit 
the place.' But the angels took Lot in hand: "And while he lingered, the men 
laid ho~d upon his hand, an4 upo'n'the h'and' Of his wife, and upon the lJand of 
his two daughters; the Lordi 'being merciful unto him; and 'set him without the 
.city." He was reluctant to· leave; and yef by God's grace he was saved out 
of the wicked city. 

Well do I know that it is Ii treinendous task to awaken the' uriconverted to 
their need of a Saviour; but -it is almost as great a task to awaken you an'd me 
to an appreciation of their peril. But mark this: When God awakens Abraham, 

'He alway~"a~akens Lot. When lie puts in Aibraliam's heart a deep concern 
for Lot; He will not leave Lot until he becomes concerned for himself. Agon­
izing saints will soon be surrounded by repentant' sinners. 'An 'interceding 
church will soon echo with :the' cry 'of the' new:'bo"rn." , . 

And I say this for the greater encouragement of anxious parents, or wives, 
or relatives, here ihis morning. You ,say, "Sir, 1 am'disheartened'; I am dis­
couraged because 'I see no'r~ligious interest at,all on the part of those of whom 
I am 'thinking tHis morning,,'and for whom I long have prayed." No, perhaps 
not, as yet; hut whert yo~ and I 'become'really desperately' in earnes't, as 
Abraham was; 'when this J,natter becomes real arid imperative to us, it will 
be'come real to those for whom we pray. 

L~t had' some difficulty, too, He spoke to his sons-in-law,' conveying to 
them the angels' warning. :,But it is 'certain .that L6t'ha'd been long indifferent 
to his own and his family's,danger, because when he spoke to his sons-in-law, 
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,and ,said, "Up, get you out of this 'place, for th~ Lord will destroy this city," 
. he seemed to his sons-in-law 'as' one who mocked. ' 

, And the're 'is always that difficulty of overcoming the influence of an indiffer­
eat past. Perhaps someone here this morning says, "I do not know how to 
begin; I have 'been indiffer,ent so long; I have neglected my family so long in 
spiritual matters; I am ashamed now to show an interest. They ~i11 riot 
believe me if I warn them of ,the wrath to come." That is true. No one will 
'believe you' unless the power of the Spirit of God awakens him. ' 

, And while Lot Ihigered, the men laid hold upon him and brought him out 
of the city. Whether he would ot no, they compelled him to come. Do you 
believe thlllt doctrine? I heard a 'brother ,pray in 'one of our meeting-s lately: 
"0 Lord, we are tired of coaxing sinners to be saved. Give us the power that 
will break their wills, and compel them to come," And God, the Holy Spirit, 

'will 'give us' that power. Abraham' never could have brought Lot out of 
Sodom, even if he had gone down into that city to speak for himself. He prob­
ably would also have seemed as one who mocked, both to Lot and his family. 
He might have 'Said, "Uncle, what is all this a'bout? I have been here a long 
time; but you have said nothing to me until now. 'r am glad to have a visit 
from you; glad yciu are interested in me; ,but you have left me' alone for a long 
time. Why this sudden concern?". And the only way by which Abraham 
could bring power to pear lIpon Lot was over the Mercy-Seatl And he ac-. 
complished by standing before the Lord what he never could have done by 
going down to Sodom. And so can we. 

"And while 'he Iillgered, the men laid hold upon his hand . . . • and 
they 'brought ,him forth, and set him without the city." I have seen God force 
men to be saved. I have known Him to rob them of their sleep; and make it 
,impossible for them to attend to their business; and make the things of t~e spir-' 
itual world so real to them that theY'Yere constrained to yield to God. The record 
says, "God remembered A,braham, and sent Lot out o,f the midst of the over­
throw, 'when he overthrew the Cities iri which Lot dwelt." Lot was saved in 
,direct answer to Abraham's prayer: And God will remember our prayers. 
S.till'the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Shall we 
address ourselves with increased devotion to the ministry of prayer? 

Shall this be 'a day of intercession with us 1 Sh'all we pray for our Lots? 
Shall we pray that God will give His angels' oharge con,cerning them; that 
somehow or another, by the power of the Holy Spirit, reluctant hearts may be 
drawn to Him, Whom we love? . ' 

"When J e~us ha:s found you tell other,s the story, 
That my loving Saviour is your Saviour too; 

Then pray that your Saviour may bring them to glory, 
And prayer shall be answered, 'twas answered for you." 

DOE,S GOD ANSWER ,PR;AYE'R? 

,Every Olirtstian ·knows He does, because conversion' is the proof of it. 
"Whoso,ever calleth upon the name of the Lord shaIr be saved." !But the crY 
of the newborn is 'only the begin'ning of prayer. What wonders we ,have seen 
God d~ in thts place! And 'more and more ~e is leading us to be CoIicerned 
ilor the interests ,of 'His ',kingdom everywhere. iMemibers 'Of this church have 
come into our' fellowship because they believe the things to which' this church 
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bears witness. And we are only a sma,1l unit in a great army. We 'believe 
the w,orld has need of the 'Baptist witness. Therefore we ought to pray for the 
Den'ominaUon to which we be~ong. At present tw,o 'of the most important 
positions in the Conv,entIon are vacant, the Chancellorship of' the University, 
and the ·Editorship of The Canadian Baptist. If we believe Christ to be the 
Head of the Church, and these positions a part ,of the Church's ministry, we 
must believe that He has men to .fill these vacancies. Let us therefore pray 
that He may appoint .hoth the Chancellor and the Editor. If iRe makes these 
appointments they wiU be men of His own chOOSing fitted to d,o His wor,k. Let 
us eeaselessly pray for this. 

FRIENDSHIP AND RIGHT. 

,Many a sin is committed that friendship is expected to justify. 'It is not 
exa'ctly what we would 'have done if w,e ·had been left to ourselves to decide, 
but, under the circumstances, we could not see what else to ·d,o. -Rather than 
to be. disdbUging, rather than to be thought puritan'i'Cal or "righteous over 
much," we yield, waive the obligatIon to 'conscience in favor ·of the desire to 
oblige a ,friend, and charge the debt ,of conscience to the score of kind feeling. 
Eut it is at bottom a questIon o'f atle,gian'ce. The Master asks an undivided 
heart, and we have no right to betray Him in the home of our fr~ends. To 
:hate fathm- and mothe'r :and :friend.s ·f(l,r Hia .9aike is etJhical, ,not emotionaL 
It is a question of royalty. T,o ·please them w,ould we displease Him? If so, 
we are not His followers, but theirs. No man can ,obey two masters. ,Solomon's 
Ibuilding a heathen shrine to 'pblige a heathen wife was heathenism .pure and 
simple; Id,oJatry, root and branch. To neglect a duty, to compromise a 
principle, to pull down colors; to do a little wr'ong rather than to be thought 
a rel"igious prig, bigoted" or, at least, peculiar, is a great temptation; Ibut then 
is the time··for ·the uncompromising, "the everlasting No!" to ring from us, 
and firm loyalty to God to be seen w.ithout. Friendship ·that cal,Is (,or dis· 
loyalty ·to···God needs ,destruction or reconstruction.-Maltbie D. Babcock, in 
The Watchman-Examiner:·. 

A.NNOUNCEMENTS. 

Autumn Convocation at McMaster. The"Autumn' Convocation will be held 
in 'Castle Memorial Hal,l ,on Friday evening, Oc~~~er the .sixth, at eIght 'o'clock. 

This should be an .0ccasIon of interest to all friends ,of the University. 
Prizes and 'scholarships won in the .previous sessi'on or at the Matriculation 
Examination will ·be presented. 

'The address ·of the even.lng will be given by Professor New,o'f the ChaIr 
of History, on "The Development 'of Canadian iNationhood, with Special Refer­
ence to Canada's !Future Participation in Foreign PoHcy." 

The members of this church and the 'public generally are cordially invited 
to be present. 

M,id-week Gospel Service in Picture and Story. !Beginning Wednesday 
next, October 4th, at 7.15 p,m., the Junior Mid-week Service will .be resumed 
f.or the winter. ,Our Sunday School ,Superintendent, Mr. W. J. Hutchlns'on, 
I1-nd 'his assistant, Mr. ·Fr,elI Turney, will present the Gospel of Christ in picture, 
story ands'Ong;aud we ar,e sure ull·at everyone who 1lIttended thes'e services 
last winter wiU receive this announcement with 'great joy for many have asked 
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If .these -meetings· were to be resumed, expressing the (hope that they w;ould 
soon begin. Commencing 'Friday, October 6th, at 7.lI5 p.m., a slmlrar service 
will be conducted every week at the ·Parliament Street 'Branch, when the 

. .Gospel message' in pidure and story will be giv.en by the same men.' 'Let every­
·body 'know about these meetings, especially .the young people, and let us ~1l 
unite In prayer that Go·d may set His seal ,on this work in the conversion of 
many. Let the 'opening s~ssions Ibe attended by a11 who can possibly COnie 
and -encourage the work with ·our presence. 

Women's M·eeting. Thursday ev-enlng, October 5th, is to be w'omen's 
. Nigh,tin Jarvis Street. This does not mean that the men are to remain away. 
On the ,contm,ry, 'We 'Want more' men than usual at the meerting, but it does 
mean that the Women's .Mlssion Circle and the Young Women's Circle are to 
be in ,charge that night; for. It.is the occasion of their Annual Thank-offering . 

'!for Home' and Forei·gn ,Missions. Rev. 'M. L. Oroh:al"d, 'One .of the :Secretaroies -j 
. ,or' our Forei-gn 'Mlsslon ,Board, and an excepti-onally ·flne spe8lker, win address 
us ·on our work in Indl~. It will "be a rare treat; no one shou.}'d miss it. Come 
at 8 ,o'-clock aI!d !fill the Sunday .schoof Hall to over-flowing. Let us make it a 
great Church Missionary Meeting. We want every woman and young woman, 
every boy and girl in the church to be present, and all the men who can crowd 
.in. Come praying that the Holy Spirit may lead ,our thoughts -out Into deft.nlte 
Intercession for the whole world, and so make it a night -of far-reaching 
blessing .. 

ATTENTION! Beginning October 3rd and thereafter throughout the 
season, our first two meetings will be held Tuesday and Thursday e.vening in­
stead of on Monday and Wednesday. The Saturday evening meeting remains 
unchanged. Please remember-Prayer ¥eeting Tuesday and Wednesday and 
,Satur-da·y.: . . 

JARVIS STREET CaURCH DIRECTORY. 
T. T. SHIELDS, Pastor, 72 Lowther Avenue. Tel., Hill. 563. 
A. W. RECORD, Treasurer, 41 Victor Avenue. Tel., Ger. 5273. 
VIOLET STOAKLEY, Church Clerk and Office Secretary. Tel., M. 5670. 
WILLIAM FRASER, Pastor's Secretary, 64 St. Alban's Street. Tel., N. 5714. 
C. LEONARD PENNEY, Director of Music, 36 Earlscourt Ave. Tel., Ken. 

7086W. 
W .. J; HUTCHINSON; S. S. Superintendent, 295 George Street. Tel., M: 3321. 

m4t QUpttt4 C!!alt11bar 
For the week beginning Sunday, October lst, 1922-

SUNDAY . 
10.00-Prayer Service in ~he 'Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway. 
11.00-Public Worship. The Pastor wilt preach. 
12.15-Communion Service. 
, 3.00-The Bible School wilt meet. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church partor. 
7.0O:-:Public Worship-The Pastor will preach: 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY and'· SATURDAY-'-8.00-Prayer Service. 
WEDNESDAY-Junion Mid-Week Service-7.15. See announcement 
above. 

The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00; 
Evangelistic Ser.vice, conducted by Mr. \'AI. J. Hutchinson, 7.00.; 

Thursday, 8.00, Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15-Junion Service. 
'I~ 
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