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“And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.”—Genesis 32: 1.

Last. Sunday evemng ‘we were engaged in a study of the character of Esau,
" described in'the Scripture as “a profane person, who for one morsel of meat sold
hl§ birthright.” And we observed that while Esau had many amiable character-
istics, the distinguishing feature about him was that he found no place for God
in his life. He was of the earth, éarthy—a man who lived without holding
converse with the skies.

And now thls evening we have the character of Jacob before us. A’ great
. deal is said about the influence of heredity; and on the ground of the operation
of the laws of heredity, there are those who would excuse almost any, and every
evil as'being an inevitable fruit of some natural predisposition for which the
individdal is not responsible. The eugenists, on the other hand, would obviate
the necessity of regeneration, of 'a second birth, by effecting the perfection of
the natural birth. In spite of these contentions, our story serves to show that the
operation ‘of the laws of heredity are very uncertain; and that it is

extremely difficult to foretell their influence upon human character. For here.

are two men who are not only the sons of the same parents, but they are twin
-brothers—and yet they are as unlike as it would be possible for two human
characters to be. .

L.! Our text tells us that as Jacob went on his way, the-angels of God met
him. ‘And when they met Jacob—They Met a Man With a Record—and it was
a record of which no one could justly be proud. It is useless to trx to~excuse
Jacob' If youw read his story carefully, you will conclude there is ground for
Moodys famous saying, that “We are a pretty bad lot.” -

It is a most mterestmg story, which illustrates the possibilities of divine



1grace: : But certainly - -Jacob after.the flesh-was not a wery- promising:subject.
His whole hlstory 1llustrates the truth of a verse of one of our:-hymns in:i-
e B . B I . jen? il
R . . “Ah, gra-ce! into unhkehest hearts. 4+ =i ounie
shres eniool o ., . -« JItis thy boast to come; - :: . | T
: ' The glory of thy light to find :
In darkest spots a home.”

. If divine grace, . at last; made a prince of. Jacob, changmg his, name from
J acob to Israel, and making him worthy of the inheritance to whlch he had been
called there is hope for the very worst. of us; for it would be difficult to find
anyone whose moral future was less promlsmg than that of J: acob ‘the supplanter

.To begin with, Jacob was an untruthful man.. I have. he_ard; ingenious ex-

positors try to prove that Jacob .told the truth.after all. But such casuistry :

- dishonors God's word.” There is. this difference. between biblical biography and
- biographies written by uninspired men: When an inspired pen writes-the record

of a:man’s life, it does not hesitate to tell the truth about him.- And in the .
- stories of -the lives of- Abraham, and Moses, and David, and of-all. those.in whose :

. lives God was pleased to magnify Himself, you will find: that there is .always a
- place for divine grace to triumph,- And the blog,rapher does notv :shesitate to tell
the:very worst. : e ot Bt e e

The truth is that Jacob was a liar of the ﬁrst order; and when. you‘ say that -

-+ of a man you say the very worst you can ;say of a,nybo_dy_.,Beca_l_ls,e At is of no

- value -to. say. that a man is..amiable;-that.he has many, attractive qualities;  that
- his personality is extremely winsome; and -that-in miany- of the relationships of

» life, hie is an exemplary sort of person, if he has thisione serious-defect—that. you

'_ cannot believe a word he says. When you say that of a.man, you-declare: that
" his character has no ethical foundation; because a man ‘who is not trutliful cannot

be a good man. And that -was trite of Jacob.' In the story he. t.,old .to his °
blind father, he told an unvarnished, unmltlgated ilie. There is no. possibility of

explaining it away. And yet, I propose to show you this. evening -that
" God made a place for Himself in. the life of even so evil.a character; and
. ultimately transformed, hlm,’ and made h1m worthy of the new prmcely Jname He
gave, hlm, and of the covenant to whlch he was made an heir. e g ne
And lf I may commumcate to,yqu a llttle secret I want- to. tiell ¢ you that Jacob
is strangely like you and me! We are not much better “I ,said in my: haste,”
said David, “all men-are liars.” And you have:all heard the pld Scotsman’s
. comment, that “if he had lived in our _day, .he would have said -it.at- his leisure.”

And you will find that.society. ist organized on the!assumption.that men. are

t=2_liars. That is a strange thing to say,. but it is. true. You -will find- that all the

r
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...checks and balances of business are provided to prevent the modérn:Jacobsfrom
taking advantage of the modern Esaus. That is why you require-your-contracts
in black-and white. The highest compliment you can pay to any man is te: say

- that his word is as good as his bond. Jacob’s word was not. ‘He was untruthful

_ at heart. He told that which was not in accord. with the facts-of the :case.

-Furthermore, Jacob was actuated by dishonest motives. I suppose théte are

+ degrees of culpability in'this matter of untruthfulness. "Oliverr Wendell Holmes
has an essay, it is long since I read it, but-I:think its‘titleis “The Ethics of

< Lying,” in which he' endcavors to show that:Nature.-herself i a bit of a liar;
that the tree:toad. is one of-the arch-deceivers; and.thatithe chafmeleon=is by

-4t Nature equipped -to deceive everybody by taking the.color of its.surroundings.

. And dealing with the medical aspect, he justifies the doctor.who, when.awery
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. . *i"heurotic "patient .says, . “Now,* doctor, tell me the truth.: Am I. gomg to -die?”
gives thim: an evasive:answer...- * : A

Be that as it may; Jacob lled for hlS own personal advantage, and thhout
necessity. He declared himself -to' be his father’s first-born, when he knew he
was not, in order that he mlght supplant his brother, and appropriate his father’s
blessing. .

Well I am afraid that if we—any of us—were to put our character side by
side with Jacob’s, we should find there are spots in our history which would
make no better reading than that of Jacob. And when you read this story—

“now listen—when you read this story, and pass unmeasured criticism apon the

_action of Jacob, just take time to be thankful that your life’s story has not been

" writtem: down by an ‘unerring ‘pen, so that all-men nnght read it.” And at the

same time, réemember that by the hand that wrote this story, the history of every

" life'is being: written, and:that some day we shall be “judged out of those things

which :are written in the books.””' Perhaps these biographies' are intended to

" serve las 'advance notices' of the stories ‘that will be read on the day when God

shall operi ‘His bdoks. - For: remember, we are speaking riow of a single act in

- Jacob’s' history;; and it is unfair to judge a-whole lifé by a sifigle utterance, when

the man s in 'a-bad ‘mood; when he'is not quite himself; when he ‘is specially

- stirred to'an anworthy action.” For God will judge us .with a trut knowledge of
the relation of one act to another, and of the quality of the life’ as a whole:

* ¢ We may observe further that Jacob was ds wide awake to the attractions of

. .this preseéiit world as‘Esau. Last Sunday evening I tried to explain t6 you that

- -on -ote side of his nature, Esau was responsive to -every appeal—that'to the

~world of things Esau instantly: made response; but there never ‘was ‘from him

any- response to the spmtual Jacob loved: the .world of things as- Esau did; and

** »- maniged to'secure‘a good share for"himself; for I read that:theland was unable

“ to bear them. Jacob and. Esau had to part company just as Abraham and Lot
did; because their rlches in cattle were so great. Jacob was just as well off, just
as rich as Esau was. And'when we say that Esau “for one morsel.of meat sold

" his ‘birthright,” we must never forget that the “morsel of meat,” for whlch he
sold it, was Jacob’s, and that he |bought it at the highest 1)0551ble price."

4 FAnd somebody says, “There are people in' the" churches ‘to-day who are ]llSt
as keen business’ men’ as’ you can find afiywhere; and T know multitudés of pro-
fessing Cliristians who say they lodk ‘for a city--which has foundatiohs; whose -
builder and: maker is'God,” but they areas'keen’in their race after the dollar as
any mian T:know.” - That is perfectly true—and somc of 'them are a little - more
kéen.' Jacob was. -He was'a shrewd bisiness man; and he has a good many
successors, aftersthe flesh, in this city in which:we hve

-+ .3 I would have you, therefore, weigh these.two characters in the balances.
Measuring‘Esau on the natural plane you find him a generous and considerate
.son and brother; that he is possessed of many qualities which call forth your
admiration. . The one thing about. him-is that he never bows.his knee, that he
makes no response whatever to God. He is a profane man; he is .essentially
a man of the world. But as you study the character.of Jacob you will observe

. that, while in the beginning he is just as worldly as Esau is, and that he lacks
many of Esau’s attractive qualities,.in spite of it all, he is awake to another world.
. And it. is of that awakening I want now, in a word, to speak. o

-~. IL “And Jacob went on his iway, and the angels of God met him.” When

- Jacob Met. the. Angels.of God,- He Recognizéd - Them, and 'Made Response to
.Their Appeal. - And this is true of every man—that as we go. on our.way the
-angels of God meét us. - The Bible is full-of the stories of the ministry -of angels.
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“Are they not all mlmstermg spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall
be Heéirs of:salvatiofi?”. “The angel of the Lord enoampeth round mbout them that’
fear him, and delivereth thiein.” ~ “Angel”.ieans messénger. "And W all meet'
at some txme or another—somewhere along the road of our pxlgnmage—we all
meet messengers from the ‘other’ world It is true of every man and oi every
woman, “dndof every boy, and of every girl—that as we go on’ our’ way, some-
where the angels of God w1ll meet us. Not that they necessarily appear in‘any
supernatural way. The messenger of God may be a godly mother, or a godly
father, or a pious wife, or a spmtual minded husband ; the messenger oi God
may be a llttle child just dropped down from the purlty of heaven: the messenger
of God may be a doctor, or an undertaker, or some devastating plagiie: the
messenger of ‘God may be a faithful preacher, or a Sunday-school teacher, or a
tract dxstrlbutor, or some strange providence, that orders ‘your life in a partleular
direction. But remember this, “God leaves not Himself without witness.” He
will be Justlﬁed when He' speaks, and clear when He Judges and every moith
shall be stopped and all the "world become gullty before God But He will not_
allow any man, or any woman, to go on his way w1thout sendmg an angel to meet
hlm to tell “him the way. in which he should go. God will leave, I say, every.
ofe of us thhout excuse for assummg that this present materxal world is the
only world He wnll s,ee to it that soine messenger comes ‘to us from beyond,
to, tel us of that Wl’llch hes behmd ‘the vell of sense—of a life which i 1s ‘more than
the llfe of the body, of a llge whxch is not bounded by .the grave. God's,
messengers will come. And when they came fo Jacob, J acob recogmzed them,

. Jacgb’s family hxstory had, been written by the anngels of God. His grand-
father, Abraham, had “entertained angels’ unawares"; and ere they left his tent
they made him ‘a promise that a son should be born. And in due time Isaac,
that, child of laughter, the ‘¢hild of promlse, came to bless Abrahams life; and.
by the fulﬁlment of that promise, Jacob himself lived. And at a later time, when'
Isaac was laid upon the altar, and Abraham had stretched forth’ his hand to slay
his’ son, it was the voice of an angel that said, “Lay not thine hand upon tlie
" lad.” And still later it was an angel of God ‘who went before Eliezer into the
far country- to:seek the woman whom God had appointed to be Isaac’s wife, and
to bring Isaac and Rebecca together.

Jacob’s, h:story had been written by the angels of God—and 50 has yours. If
wé could but read the pages of the past, there is not one of us here this evening
who would not see that we owe our very exlstcnce, thns moment to the inter-
vention of messengers from another world. God has mtervened He has proved
again and again that He is God and beside Hlm there. is none else.

Could we not sing this evemng? . ..

cv. + . . = .  “O God.of Bethel, by whose hand .,
pre gty + - . Thy people still are fed;

.+ == s- o . . ‘Who thirough this weary pllgrlmage

o Hast: all our fathers led :
: -Our vows, our prayers, wé now present
P - ‘Before Thy throne 6f grace: -
SR S et God .of, our fathers, be the. God
e Of. their succeeding ra'cel"

" There are then ‘and’ women here this evening who would say, “sir, 1 know_
somethmg of the religion’ of "Christ. "I heard it at my mothers knee I was'
taught it m the Sunday School I ‘heard’it at’ family worshlp And in that'
day when you went on your way’ the angel of God met you! And 1 am here th:s
evemng "to" ask you, how far your Tife’ ] story up to the present is parallel to that'
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'ot .j'a‘ce.h'? Have yon'i'edog'niz"éd' the'angel?. ‘Havé you listened to God's call?

Have you made any response-to. the appeal of the spiritual world?

“It came upon ‘the midnight clear, oo “Stlll through the cloven skles they come,
That. glorious song of old, T With peaceful wings _u'n__fnrled, N
From angels bending near the earth And still their heavenly music floats
To touch their harps, of gold. ' O'er all the weary world. .
Peace,on the earth, good-will to men, Above its sad and lonely plains‘ L
From Heaven’s all-gracious King! - They bend on hovering wmg, e
The world in solemn stlllness lay . And ever o'er its Babel sounds )

To hear the angels sing.” The blessed angéls sing.” .

-*Have you any ear for the heavenly musi¢? Will you respond to the appéal
of the angel? B ' C
" " I''suppese the angels of God met Esau. -He could not live in his father’s -
house where the altir had been built, and where Jehovah’s name was honored—
he could not live in his father’s house without being met by the angeéls of God.
But, as I told you last Sinday, Esau was fast asleep. He'was.a “profane” man.

" Bat’ when Jacob’ listened to thé angels of God, when he recognized them as’
such, ‘he began to part company wnth Esau. ‘That was the hour ‘in which his’
selfish, ‘scheming, nnlovely soul began to be changed And his face was set’
toward the things 6f Heaven' in the day that he met and recognized the angels
of God :

' And that is the day in which we all I)cgm to be dlﬁerent when first we make
response to the Tlight, the appeal, the call, of the spiritual world.

Let me try to show you where Jacob first recognized the angel. He was
going away from home, and he had a dream. Do you ever .have dreams? Most
of them dre not worth writing down ; many -ofi them. are attribitable to.the errors
of the. k1tchen very probably.. And yet, after all, perhaps they cannot, be wholly
igncre'd.,. I remember reading somewhere of one godly man who was wont to
analyze his dreams, and to humble himself before God if-he found any element -
of :'evil in them; because he argued it tould not be woven into the visions of the
night if it had not found a place in his ‘thinking. And he believed it was out of
memory’s store that'i in the hour of unconsclousness dreams were made. T do not
know how correct he was, but at all everits Jacob’s dream was of the other world.

' Whether we have dream’s by night or not, ‘1 suppose we all have dreams by day.

And what do we see in our dreams? What picture do we conjure up before

the mind? What ‘castles do we build? What do'we see in these experiences?
Is it a dream of greater conformity to the image of Christ? - Is it a dream born
of an éarnest longing to be God-like? .And out of that, do ycu imagine. the
possibility of ascending the skies? And do you anticipate the day when you
shall be presented “faultless before the presenceof His glory with exceeding joy”?
i . WHhat was Jacob’s dream? .. In his dream he saw “a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top'of it reached to heaven.” In his dream Jacob saw this world
related to another: he saw a way out of this life into:another. And in his dream
he heard a voice, for God stood above it and He spoke down the ladder to Jacob,
and made him a great promise. And He said, “I will not leave thee until I have
done that which I have spoken.to thee of.” It was as though He had said: “Jacob,

..to mght is the bcgmmng of a- severe discipline. To-night is the beginning of a

new hfe, and I am going to do something for you. I am going to keep on, and

lon, ‘and on &and r w1ll never leave you until I have perfected you accordmg to
: my plan He was a poor sample to begm'wnh he was a poor character, I
-grant you; but that was God’s ‘word to him,

5



".Have you seen- “the ladder Set up on the edrth and the top of it reaching to
heaven”? - How many -aré there here this evéning-who really know how to get
from this world into another? How many have heard one speak, saying, “T am
" the way, the frith, and the" life”? * The ladder wa$ but a typé, a “symbol, a

prophécy* of the Créss. - And J esus said to Nathanael, “Because I said unto thee,
I saw thee urider the fig trée, beliévest thou? Thou shalt see greater things
than these. Hereafter ye shali'see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending
and descénding apotri the Son of man.” Iiv othér words, He said, “Nathanael, I
am Jadob’s ladder; I ain thé way to God; and the angels will minister to you

through'Me” :

Have y6u seen hedveén open? You may be conscious of the earth and all

" that is in it, just as Jacob was' But if you have seen heaven open; if you know
thé way to God—that is conversion; that is the beginning of a new life; the
angels of God have met you; and you have recognized them as divine messengers.
III So far, so good! Now, just a word or two to show-you that The
Angels of God Never Left Jacob, Until They Had Brought Him, to,the Angel—
the Angel of the covenant; none other than the Lord Jesus Hlmself And they
never left him until that Angel, who is the Angel, had had, His way, and had

changéd him from the wretched, 1gnob]e, supplanter,,mto a_prince, who had -

power with God and with men.

Is there a discouraged Christian here this evening, who says, “I have made
so little progress.. I once thought I was a Christian; but I still discover defects
of character are with me; and I wonder sometimes if ever I shall be able to put
off the old man, and put on the new”? I want to tell you in Old Testament
speech how God ‘works in the lives of His chosen.. -

t " The angels had rather a:difficult time .-with ‘Jacob. He was an unpromising
lump of clay; and hé required a good deal of kneading with the fists.of God before
he was fit to yield an instant response to the delicate manipulation of the fingers

' of the Divine Artist:+ But there canie a time when this hard, unyielding, man of
the earth became really as the clay in the Potter’s hand; and He moulded him
exactly to His liking, and made him at last what He wanted him to be.

And T suggest to you that we must not be discouraged if we have great
difficiulties. I knew a man some years ago, who was over sixty. He had been
a professing Christian for about forty years. He was a righteous man. So often
when T dealt with hiin—for he was-a deacon of the church of which I was pastor—
when I dealt with him, I thought of that Scripture, “For scarcely for a righteous
‘man will one die, yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.”
.He was righteous. rather than good; and it was a kind of righteousness that was
‘not very attractive. He was hard and unsympathetic. Sometimes when we had
~'a deacons’ -meeting, and when we would have the membership of the church
before us—it was not this church—perhaps some deacon would say, “Well, there
is Mrs. So-and-So, she has not been to church for some time.” And somebody
“else would- say, “Well, yoir know, she has a family of little children.” *“That
‘shoiild not make any difference,” said my righteous friend. “My wife had a
family; they were brought-up in the church; we were never absent from church.”
He could not understand why anybody should be absent. Strangely enough, he

. had had no sickness in his family. The children, up to that time, had caused him
no-anxiety. He had lived a secluded and sheltered life. There came a day,
~however, when God struck him. There came-a ddy when God laid -him low; He
-began to knead. him, to break him up, and mix him up-like a lump of clay. And
T saw that man, in two or three years, grow more ‘than he had grown in forty
-years. . O what a change there was . when the Angel took him in hand, to makea
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prince of him! He is still living, and.with every year you can see more and
more of the tenderness and graciousness of- Jesus., He is becoming moreand
more prmcely all the time.. . - T -

Well, fow, conversion is-riot the end my fnend—lt is the begmmng In Old
Testament' language, conversion is the time when the angels'of .God take hold of .
a man, and undeftake to make a prince out of a supplanter. . In New Testament
language, conversion is the time when a man’s sins are forgiven; when they are
washed away by the blood of Christ; when he is justified from all ungodliness,
and decldred- righteous in Christ; and when .the Spirit of God begins the long.
work of sanctification, of transforming him into the image of the Lord Jesus.

But when the angels met Jacob, the nett result of their first meetmg with
him was' to secure a promlse of the tenth. After the great promise of the
covenant was made, and God had said, “I will not leave thee, until-I have done
that which I have spoken to thee”; Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will be
with me, and will keep mé in this way that'] go, and will give me bread to eat,
and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then

. shall _thfe Lord be my God; and of all that thou shalt give me I will.surely give

the tenth unto thee.” After the sermon, you see, the angels took up a collec-
tion ; a"'nd all that they got was a tenth. And that may be more than the angels
get from some of us!" But there was a recognition of God even in temporal
things, * Jacob began to take God into his business, as a result of that first meet-
ing w:th the.angels.- . . .

Follow himh to Padan-aram yonder; study the story of his years with Laban;
and until he comes'back again to meet 'his brother, Esau. “Through all those
‘years Jacob has been redlly a differenit man. He was far from being.an-idle man.
He was still a shrewd man of business. He knew how to-make a bargain, and
how ‘to advantage himself in ‘every situation.. He was still wide awake to the
aterial ‘'world about him, and yet you find Jacob.bowing his knee to God;
pleadmg the promise; believing in thie covenant; lookmg for the blessing—he

‘- was a strange mixture! And could you have seen him in some stages of his

history, you would say, “I do not want-a religion like that: I do not want to be
like' Jacob at all.” - Ah, but you must not look at the character of Jacob until
God has finished with-him. See what:God can make out of a man like Jacob;
Possnbly you and I need that lesson. It may be that we are no lovelier than he;
"and that grace will have just as difficult .2 ministry makmg us over into God's
pattern - . v "
And there comes a time when Jacob, in response to God’s call tums hls
face homeward. Back there is the brother he had wronged: there is the man
-from .whom he stole the blessing; there is the man whom he cheated by a lie—
and he is going back to meet him. . “And Jacob went on his way, and the angels
of God met him.” They have not left him. O, the marvel of it! They never
left him. “And when Jacob saw them, he said, ‘This ‘is God’s host; God is with
me still’” And then he hears that Esau is coming to meet him; and he.is
ﬁlled with fear. He has an idea how he would feel if he were in Esau's place.
And so he gets down before the Lord, and he begins to pray that the Lord will
deliver-him, and the mother with the children from the hand of Esau.

But remember, Jacob has made somé progress during his absence, for if
'ybu read the story you will find that as he spreads his complaint before the. Lord,
“'and ufges his-petitions upon His grace, he says, “I am not worthy-of -the-least

"* of all the mercies, and of-all-the 4ruth, which thou hast showed unto thy servant;
. for with-my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I.am become two bands.”

And grace has-done “something: for'a man-who thus recognizes.:God.. :The
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'angels have done’ somethmg for a man who when' alone wrth God exclauns, _“_'I"
=am ‘not worthy of the least of alf ‘the mieréiés.’ ’ ’

The rest 1s “settled ‘over “thé ford Jabbok. .The angels brmg hm1 to the place
whlch “God had planned long ago; and he finds himself aléne in His presence
“And' Jacob was left aloné; and- there wrestled 4 'man w1th him (not he wﬂh the
man) until the brcakmg of the day.” ' And the Man was the Angel of ‘the
covenant—none other than the Lord Hlmself '

" And the meanmg of the story is just this: It is as though God had said,
“Iacob I have been waltmg for you a long time; I have sent my angels; I have
glven my angcls chargc over. thec, to keep thee in all thy ways: thou hast been
prospered in 4 théisand partlculars, and now, at last, Jacob, I have somethmg
to say to you. 1 have come to meet you here to determme who is gomg “to be
Lord @ “And ‘there’ wrcstlcd a Man with hih.” Wc often turn to that story
as an éxamplé of prevallmg prayer. I'know that Jacob sald “F wﬂl flot let thee
go except thou bless’ me,’ " But havc you ‘observed how Jacob got the blessmg?
All’ those years Jacob had been' walkmg in his own' -way, and puttmg his wlll
against God’s; and God had been dealing’ w1th hini. But now the angels are
sucteedéd by “y Mah,” and the grip of Omnipotence is lard upon him; and God -

demands, “Surrender! Surréndeér!”  Jacob tried to wrestle, but when thé Man .

saw "that’ he prevalled not agamst hini Hé touched the hollow of his tlugh, and

Jacob S thxgh was out of joint. © And the hmpmg Jacob prevaxled‘ R
““And now,’ saxd the Lord, “I will change thy name Thy name shall be called

no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince, hast thou power ‘with God, and with

men and hast. prevalled ”  The way, to be soverelgn in the sprrltual realm is to

surrcnder to the only Sovc1ecgn ‘the way ‘to, 'bc a conqueror 1s to be a subject

.the way to be a kmg is to; be obedient to the King ' of . kings.

And I must tell you why He does that for all of us before I elose Sometlmes
it is in the hosp:tal, sometlmes 1t is’ in ‘a busmess crisis, and sometxmes some-
where else—but sooner or later, every true chnld of God comes to the place where
the Man meets him ; 'and 1t 1s dctermmed whcther his will‘or' God's shall be done

Did it make any dlfferencc? Look at thjs bargam driver as he leaves him,
halting now, hmplng on hlS tlng‘h a lame man——-l)ut yet a puncel

* “And Jacob llfted up his eyes and looked and behold,. Esau came.’ A-n(l- .

he .said; “What nieanest thou'by all this' drove which I met?” And Jacob 5aid,
humbly; “These arc to find ‘gracel-in the sight' of my lord.” But the generous

Esau answered “I have enough, my brother; kcep that thou hast unto thyself o
) I'am not surprlscd that Jacol) should send those- presents " to buy favor

with* Esdu! "‘He knew how purchascable hé -had always bheen. ‘But that is not

' the line of ‘the story I want-to-enmiphasize. Rather, it is this: “And he-urged

*him.” . . Did anybody ever before know Jacob to urge anybody to take -anything

" from- his. hand?-  But now that-God has conquered-in his life, his hand is open;,

and his heart begins- to ‘love somebody else - than himself; and gencrously he :

o v R

wants to share his wealth with another.

Read at your lcisure the sequel to my story,.in part at least—the thlrty-
ﬁfth chapter You wiil find that Jacob is wall\mg and talking with God. He
f3w lives in eommumon and fellowship with God. The angels are with’ hlm,
and his éyes ate ‘open all the'time; and while his feet are upon earth his spirit’
is in-heaven. 'In New Testament langu'lge, he is now in the Heavenly placeS'
“Blessed with all sp1r1tua1 blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” = * ~

" Arid now just a ghmpse at the sunset scene, when Israkl Conies down to

-Egypt. Joseph brlngs his *sons ‘before - him—Manasseh ' and Ephralm""‘And

Israel stretched out his” right "hdand, ‘and’ la1d it upon Ephraim®s héad,”who was
8



the younger And .you all remember his testxmony “And he blessed Joseph
tid 53id,° God before whom' my’ *tdthérs Abraham’ and Isaac dld WAk, ‘the God
which fed me all my life long untrl this day, the’ angel whlch rédeerned mé from
all evxl Hbless thd lads. " Vlewmg hls hfe m retrospect he says,‘ “The Angel has
been w1th rhel a ;é time; T recogmze that every good and' perfect glft conieth
,downlfrom above"" 'And at’ last'vvhen he pronounced blessmg upon hls “own
‘sons, he said’” “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah ‘nor a' langver from
between l’llS feet untll Shrloh come 'And like hrs iather Abraham, “he re)Olced
fo- see Ch'rlsts day he saw ‘it ‘and was glad', and saxd—I thmk ‘in hxs heart—
“Now ]', kn!ow the: meamng of the ladder now I'know ‘that Someone 1s commg
lrom the skxes' St redeem them that are under the law, that we may recelve he
.a'_c‘loptrong ons” V' : e DT R
? h ve poken thus to make it clear that it means more than puttmg up your
hand in’ a meetmg, % be a Chnstlan that it means far n‘lore than makmg a
rellgrous professron—:t means yreldmg ourselves to the hand bf'the Potter gnvmg
ourselves to the Angel of the covenant, that m His owid trme‘, and’ in" His own
way, He. may redeem us frorn all evil.” T

What is the dnﬂerence between Jacob and Esau? . Only this, that Jacob
recogmzed the angel fie” listénéd to the m essengers “from’ ‘the skxes, and gave
hxmself to théir mmxstry, whlle Esau heard nothmg but the 3 vorces of thé dfld
And that"is all tbe differencé’ between fuin’ and. réderhiption’; between déath dnd
hle, ;between hell and heaven WhenI the' Angel meets you,” and the voxce
of the gospel comes ‘to you—what answér w1ll you make? IR i

uoo i . . . .

oy , THE BAPTIST OPPORTleTY

’ “As we have thereiore opportumty, let us do good unto all men, especrally unto
them]lwho are of thé household of faith.” There riever.was-a day when Baptists
had a greater opportunity to do 'good unto 'all men. The gospel-of the'gracerof
God 1s alviray's needéd. But in dur day there has’been, on-thé part of 'some other
denommatlons, i "wholesalé& delparture from" the: faith' of 'the " fathers. - THe
'authorrty of Scnpture is ‘denied; the necessxty, of the new birth is repudiated;
the vrcanous “atonefiient is set aside.” The very fundamentals of evangellcal
ialth‘are elther openly denied, or élsé. lgn()red Tooemeae s

°Tt | is sometlmes assumed thiat Baptlst testlmony is less urgently needed to-
day than formerly The truth. is, however, that' not’ only olr ‘own ;drstmctwe
prmclples, but"th ‘doctrinés$ of the whole evangehcal posmon in ‘some’ quarters
depend upon “ouf conbmued w1tness TR : Toaeont Tepade

- éne thmg for whlch Baptrsts have stood, hlstoncally, is absolute freedom of
conscnence, wnth its corollary, the separatror‘l of church and state. But somie’ of
the larger denommatrons seéem determmed to ob¥ain fhe 'did of the stite in
teachmg rehglon 'It is, therefore, noré 'than ever necessary that Baptxsts should
take!I an uncompromrsmg ‘stand on’ this matter For ulstance, wé believe’ the
great body 6f our people would re]eét any proposal to avall ourselves of stat‘e
ald in ‘ouir’ educatlonal work RS .

But there are even ‘more 1mportant considerations pressmg themselves upon
us )ust now. The questlon of church imion''is stlll to’ the fore If ever rt 1s
effected it will 1nev1tably B¢ o on the basis of compromlse The grewmg sentxment
in favor of umon we' fear, is due t6 a lesséned 'conviction of the truth of the
gospel revelatlon rathier’ than to a deepenmg al’fectnon for'otHer Christids bodles
’ In v1ew of all thlS a great opportumty ot servxce awalts us, if we glvé dn-
compromlsmg thness to ‘the’ truth "of* the Gospel We say ‘boldly and - -frankly,
th'al't"'we are sure great multltudes of belxevers rln other bodies “wiil be” compelled

..' l" . ' Y I ITR AR T _ . 9 _. H .:.\‘. FI . e R
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by thelr own Chnstlan experlence .to refuse to consent to the compromlsmg

. proposals bemg set before them,

. But above.all clse, our Lord still calls us. to the, battle The power of ;the
Holy Spmt is still given to those who continue steadiast in, the faith. .God has
graciously demonstrated the possibilities whlch_ lie in an obedient faith in .our
own experience as a church. What if all the members of our own and of all
our Baptist churches were faithfully and systematically trained to become stalwart

_witnesses to the faith? What if our Convention were always composed of dele-

‘gates who would consent to no compromise with error? What if all our

- denominational Boards were composed always of ‘only just such sturdy Baptists ?

What if our educational institutions, our missionary enterprises, our publication
work, were officered by men who ‘in all circumstances would champion the great

. principles for which our Baptist forefathers suffered so much? Let it be our
~constant prayer and effort that such-a condition may. soon obtam in thls church

-

“and in all-our churches . ‘- . S

_ ] CONVENTION DELEGATES
There is.one serious weakness in our Convention’ Constitutic'm, and that is

.the provision which makes it péssible for a person, provxded he is 4 member

of a Baptrst church, to sectire appointment as dclegate “to the 'Convention by
‘some other ‘chiirch than the churé¢h of which hé is 2 miember.”' The prmcxple
of this provision under normal conditions may be safe enough but it is' one
which may ceasily :lend .itself .to. much abuse.’ For instanice: Many of our
churches are.small and are scattered dll over two provmces and wherever the
Convention s held: there -aré always some churches so far removed from the.
placé of meeting that it is not. easy to secure a delegatron from their member-
ship. On ‘the other hand, in .a large centre there are hundreds of Baptlst ’
church mem'bers,,on]y a small proportlon of whom can.be appomted as dele-l.
gates of . the «churches .to ‘which they belong. Suppose a sinall group of men
desire to carry some, matter through the Convention. It is possrble carefully_
to select, a .company of men who share their views, to send thelr names to_
these dlstant churches; and’ to ask to have thein credéntialled as’ their, repre-
sentatives. Tlus group "of 'people can then be led as a solid block to commit
the Conventjon to some pro;ect to whlch these ‘same "churches’ might néver
consent had t'hey opportumty “to dcba'te ‘the matter. What is the remedy?
The most effectwe would bé-to change the Constltutron makmg it 1llegal for
a chunch'to’ appoxnt anyotie as its’ delega‘te who Was not a'member in good

‘standing of that particular ¢hurch at the time. This would be safe; and’ would

make abuse of the Convention franchxsc impossible." I thére any other

- remedy? Yes. Let every church appom.t delegates from its own ‘membership,

and refuse to appoint -others, especrally when' they 'are requested to do so.
When a’ church is requested to give credentlals to fon-members,- they may
always be-sure that somie person or persons is'or are endewvoring to make use of

. the church for their own ends. We hope our Convention -Constitition .will

some day be so amended as ‘to make political -manipulation of Convention
representation impossible.” In the meantime pastors and churches, we hope,
will refuse to allow themselves to be made use of in this way.

* A Sclemn and Sacred Anniversary.

Jarvxs Street Church will never forget September 215t, 1921 We thmk

" of it apant from the human participants. Since that mght we have found it

easy -to believe that “with God all things are possible.” Present ‘members of

2 Jarvis Street have no difficulty in believidg in -miracles; we have experienced
* them. There is nothing in thé Old or New Testament more supernatural than
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'the, “tr1umph of truth on Septcmber 21st, 1921. From our own experien_ce_v we
Enow that'God can ‘divide thé sea and’ overwhelm superiof forces: "Atd the
story of the manna, and the quails, and the waféf oiit of the rock’ is the' story
2 of our ‘chiirch’ life. And' we believe the Tand of promlse—-of ttiumiphant’ .spmtual
“progiess; is’ lmmedlately in prospect M'ay Goﬂ save us ffom'the f0rty yedrs in
“*thé 'wilderness! : e RS LA A T
“. ' YWeé have no 'desire to dwell apon the past except to feed oir’ falth for“the
futire. We must acknowledge the goodness of God. We niust and ‘will praise
“Hini for His delivering grace. "The- very stones would ‘cry out were we to
“withhold ‘our reverent and adoring hallelujahs.” -+ - v
“The Blessing That-Has Folowed. It would require!volumes: to* record the
“mercies: of the past "year. .Since -September: 21st--1ast,. one-hundred and -one
isthave Been! baptizedi; fifty-one. have ‘unifedswith: the -church by:experience,-and
r-sixty-two: by letter; or two. Hundred:and fourteen.in-all. God- has supplied-all
1 ouf :matérial -needs, and has-enabledr us ‘greatly to exténdrour witness:throngh
the mediunr of this paper. The unity of the Spirit, the glorious fellowship.of
prayer, the joy of service, the. conversion of sinners, the restoration of back-
" sliders, the upbuilding of believers, as well as. mdny special tokens of divine favor
. in direct and unmistakable answers to prayer-—-these are among. the, blessings
.whlc‘h fill our, hearts with- thanksngmg' s e i
. =In addltron to_this, the Lord has brought 1pto our fellovyshxp three, mls-
annanes who have .gone. froxp us, to Chma, one, of whom. was led to see her
prlvxlege respectmg baptlsm in, pur services, Twp others, Miss Broughton and
sts Brock are going out from our membershx-p ;as, missionaries to, China,, and
fhe churqh has assumcd the obhgatlon of Mlss Broughtons en'txre 'support
Stlll another a young man who was, blessed in' our. service whx‘le a'ttendmg
Normal School last t'erm, wrote the Pasto to say, he desired ,to.he baptlzed
.- and eome mto the fellowshlp of Jarv1s Strect Church ,whlle taking hts unjver--
© sity course. He was baptlzed two weeks ago. I—Ie is convmced God: ‘has called .
_ him’ to forelgn missionary, uscrvlce, but he will. go forth as a Baptist missionary
,-1nstead ‘of becommg a mmxster of anot‘her,denomlnatxon "“Thus' God has’ ngen
..us-within six months, six_ foreign, missionaries. - ot
o A Night of Humble Thanksgiving. Wednesday evemng ne‘xt w1ll be ob-
served as a mght of humble thanksngmnr for the - vnctory,, of Septem‘ber let
'._:1921 and for the year of unparalleled blcssmg w.hlch has followed

[T
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, . THE CONVENTION OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC
.I, For the beneﬁt of our new merpbers we give .the followmg' mformatlon
_‘respectmg the relatloq of, the Bapt:st churches of Ontarlo and Quebec to_.the.-
.Conventlon and its) varxous Boards P e I
_— The Conventlon is. comppsed of xdelegatqs appomted by the churches -.--Thc
.Conventlon .exercises no authorlty over. the churches: as; each .church. is. entirely
.mdependent..of external control.... -But.through the -Conventjon the churches co-
. operate in.missjionary-and educational ‘work. The, Boards of.the Convention-are

__.exght _Home Missions, whose funds,are used to help weak-churches.and open
. new missions in Ontarie. and Quebec; Foreign  Missions;- doing -work’ in India .
_.and Bolivia; Western,. collecting -money for, but not directing work, in- Western
Canada ; Publication, directing the publication of The Canadian Baptist;- Educa-
tion, directing the aEairs .of..McMaster Unijversity, - Woodstock, and Moulton
Collegqs Church Edlﬁee- Superannupted Mmuters, and. Sunday School Each
! ofwthese Boards lS made up of members ;who are, elected by the 4Convent10nL to
.Serye:a. ternl of years, .proportxon of. whom retlre eacll year, s0 tha,t only three
of,.four members of each, ‘Board change in,any-one year. . In; addition. to,. the
1n15510nary ,work doue by these Boards,,,the"churches of the Conventlon .give
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large support to the Grande Linge Mission, whose work is among French Cana-
dian Roman Catholics in Quebec. While Grande Ligne is an independent mission,
it is a sturdy Baptist work; and there is perhaps no mission work which has a
larger place in the affections of our British churches. The Grande Ligne Mission
has always been uncompromisingly true to the faith once delivered to the saints,
and its miraculous history attests the presence of God in its ministry. Of each
and all of these Boards and their work we shall have occasion to write from time
to time as their claims are brought before us. This is merely a glance at the
missionary opportunity the work of our Denomination affords. : .

. ANNOUNCEMENTS. '

Open Meeting of the Women’s Home Mission Board. The first for the
season will be held in Indian Road Church, Thursday, Sept. 21st, at 10.15 a.m.
Reports of the summer’s activities will be given in the morning. From 2.30 to
4 o'clock will be devoted to special prayer for both the Home and Foreign

-Mission Treasuries, which are in urgent need of funds. All Circle members ‘are
earnestly requested to come together to plead for this important matter.

_ Bring sandwiches as usual for the lunch hour. Take Dundas cars to Hum-
berside Ave. and walk one block west.

~ Junior Mission Circle, Sept. 21, 8 p.m. The first meeting of the season on
this date will be a consecration meeting. Miss Olive Copp, of Hamilton, will
speak.

Sunday afternoon. At the"élosgz of the Sunday-school session a farewell
word will be spoken to Miss Constance Brock, who will leave in a few days
to carry the.Gospel to China. Miss Brock will make the cighth Jarvis Street
member on missionary service in China. Miss Brock’s splendid service in the
school will attract-many to this service.

A shower of blessing. Monday night the wmdows of heaven were opened.
The meeting was large, but it was also great. God was manifestly there. We
have had many wonderful meetings, but Monday surpassed all others. With-
out planning, simply in obedience to the call of the Spirit, the tide of prayer
flowed on and on, for nearly four hours, or until almost midnight. Can
Heaven possibly me a happier place? Scores of requests for prayer were made,
the peoplé dispersed reluctantly, only to reassemble Tuesday, when another
visitation of God was experienced, and hearts were bowed beneath a burden of
anxiety for the salvation of the lost. God is bowing down His ear to hear us.
There is a sound of abundance of rain,

@he Chureh Calendar
For the week beginning Sunday, September 17th, 1922.
SUNDAY

10.00—Prayer Service in the Church Parlor, Mr. George Greenway.
10.30—Communion Service.
11.00—Public Worship. The Pastor will preach
3.00—The Bible School will meet.
6.00—Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor.
7.00—Public Worship. The Pastor will preach.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY—S, OO—Prayer Service.
The Parliament St. Branch, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School, 3.00;

Evangelistic Service, conducted by Mr. W. L. McKay, 7.00; Thursday,

8.00, Prayer Meeting.
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