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has foq.nd his way to the Spring; he has discovered the path to tb 
Throne. To him it has been given tf? appreciate that which is abidil1l 
and he has staked his interests for tiine and for eternity upon the WOl 
of "God who cannot lie.'" "We brethren," said the Apostle, "as Isa; 
was, are the children of promise." "Know ye therefore that they whic 
are ,of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." 

1.-1 want, therefore, this morning to subject this statement "'to 
little examination, that we may discover What The Characteristi 
of Abraham's Faith Really Were. In what sense did Abraham belie 
God as his contemporaries did not? What was the inherent quality 
Abraham's faith, which made him different from all others, and whil 
put upon him this signal honour of making him the father of ~ 
faithful? 

. In the first place, Abraham's faith. was a faith which was not dI 
couraged by human impotence. Such a man as Abraham must ha 
had an introspective habit of mind. He was not the sort of man Wi 

would blindly walk in any way. He must have turned his thoug 
often upon himself. I do not think that it was left to the great men 
our day to begin to ask questions. Abraham must have learned he 
to enquire about things; and when the great promi!;e was receiv 
from the Lord, which predicted the coming into his life of a blessil 
which was humanly impossible, Abrah'3im must instantly have tun 
his thought upon himself, and must have begun to enquire how thl 
things could be. But no sooner had he done so than his mind \'I 

instantly directed back toward God. Abraham would have said. 
have here no ground for confidence: no human resource; no prom 
whatever of blessing within the realm of my own power." But 
stantly, his heart went back to God, and "Abraham believed God"; I 
he said, "If God says so, the thing shall be." 

And, that is the first step in the direction of true faith. Whate 
be the content of the promise; whatever the great desideratum UI 
which our hearts are set; whatever the character of our spirit 
expectation, we have not learned the alphabet of true faith until 
have learned to turn our thought entirely away from ourselves to G 
It is God who is to be b·elieved. In spite of our poverty: in spitl 
our weakne!;s: in spite of the moral and spiritual impotence of tt 
natures of Ollrs, we are to believe God, simply because "He is God, 
beside Him there is none else." 

Then further, Abraham's faith found no circumstantial encoufl 
mente There was nothing in his surroundings to confirm his f! 
There was no prOlba'bility of the promise being fulfilled, 'circums 
tially. His faith, lifted him out of. and beyond, his circumstal 
into another realm. He lived up there with God. Down here thel 
no single circumstance to lend probability to the realization of de! 
the thing is utterly heyond all possibility of fulfilment. We nee 
learn that lesson. Our faith needs frequently to be tried; for I 

often in that which we are pleased to call 'faith, there is a large elet 
of circumstantial trust. It is easy to pray for rain on a cloudy I 

it is easy to believe the Lord will provide when already we hear 
!"ol1nd of the reaper!". and we know the crops are good: it is eaS 
helie\'f' that ~ol1lehod" will he con\'t'rtt'd when we h~ar the news 
already the man has 'hegun to pray. \Vhen there are certain cirl 
!'itantial el1coura~ments. !'iome of 11!'i say. "Ah! 1 have great faith." 
it is not faith at all. Faith that is faith indeed, is independent oj 
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~~umsiances, absolutely. Faith that ~s faith indeed, relies ~p,on G~~., >,;':.': 1~1'1:"r~."!:' 
: and upon God alc;me. Such was the faith of Abraham: he belu;ved Go,~;'" : ~ 
~:' ' , Another thing to be said about Abraham's faith is thar it founcJ !'.-

: 'DO inspiration rn precedent. There was nothing in Abraham's':own ~- ' , ' ~,:!~' 
: perience , to jpstify his owl! expectation. Nor was ~her~ anything in·' ~~,t' 

,:.'llie whole field of observation: nor was there anythmg 10 the records 
:'hf history. God, if you please,. proposed to do a "new thing,"-some- " 
/thing tha~ had never been done "under the sun." And yet, although 
;'there never had been such a blessing, "Abraham believed God." He 
kanticipated the word of prophecy: "Behold, I will do a new thing." 
, Why should not God do new things? Perhaps there is a man or 

;, woman here this morning who finds himself, or herself, in an unique 
~ situation, utterly peculiar. You have conferred with all your friends; 
(but you say, "I cannot find anybody who has been exactly where I 
;~ am." It would tie surprising if you could not find some precedent in 
:~ scripture. But even if you cannot, my point this morning is, that we 
;: are to look to God as the Author of things; as the great Originator; as 
i, the One who can do what nobody else can do, and what nobody else 

<. ever has done; as the One who can do, if He will, what even He Him-
t'self has never done before. "Abraham believed God." But what pre
rcedents we have; what inspiration ought we to find for faith! It seems 
r;tb me it w(»uld be scarcely possible for us to find ourselv~s in an a:bso
~"t.utely new situation. Read the el~venth chapter of Hebrews, where 

I~'he roll is called of the outstanding believers of antiquity. Consider 
.' }be variety of their experience; and I think most of us will find there 
I : some food for faith. But I remind you that even if you cannot; or if 
~\",our mind be so clouded that you cannot understand and interpret 
~1)Our own circumstances; when you cannot see for all the fogs an~ 
~ mists o~ earth, ~~ill dare ~o ·~elieve God,. whether there be. any precedent 
: ,,~r not i .fo.r GqCican come mto your hfe and do the thmg that never. 
,~~as done before-if so"be, you have a promise from Him that thus i~ , 

, ~ .~ 

I would remind you further that A'braham believed in the' 
.. !r"' ..... ,uun;v·of a blessing coming to him, which was contrary to the 

nature. If the men of science of that day-such as they 
"· .. .I!~er,e-·ha.d been consulted, I feel sure they would have called Abraham 

for his pains. They would have said, "Abraham, we are here to 
t .. at such a thing never was done in the history of the worl4. 

we, who have read the laws of God in the works of 
; who have wisdom" to discern in what directions God works, 
.His methods of accomplishing His purposes---we affirm, not 
~hat the thing has not been. but that it cannot be; that all 

~n"''' •.. _ is against you, and that the laws of nature are fixed and inexor
and that it is useless to pray against them." Abraham would 
said, "I know all that; I have taken account of all these impossi

on the natural plane, but my faith does not rest there; I believe 
Supernatural; I believe in a God who is above nature. I believe 

. and if God sayi it shall be, He is the source of all law-"In Jij~ 
tb h:ve, and move, and have our being,"-and if He so" orders, then 

, " e laws of nature must be su!>pended-; but God will have His way.~' 
And, there is no true faith that does not believe in the super
ral. The conception of the universe as a great machine in which 
~as imprisoned Himself; whose laws inexorably operate in such a 
lhat God Himself cannot suspend them-that is not the Biblical 

:~lICeDt;in" that conception of God is not found in Divine revelation. 
3 . 
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It is a man's dream of God; but it is not God's revelation of Himself. 
We are to believe God. '\' .. 

What then was Abraham's faith? It was simp~y bas~ on a 
divine revelation. Abraham would never have imagined such a thillJ 
for himself; would never for a moment have dreamed of the POSSI
bility of his h~vin~ a son--:-but "he believed God,:' .beca~se ~od ~d 
said it. And hiS faith ·was simply the result of a spJrltual IllummatibQ, 
enabling him to apprehend that God really is, and what He ·is. And 
while Abraham would give all glory to God for the "YorId :about bi.ql, 
and the stars above him; yet, to him, God was a transcendent per
'sonality Who was so"inething more than all His works, and Who was 
sovereign over all the works of His hands-so that if God promised, 
it must be so. . 

God give us then the faith of Abraham-no one else can I "Canst 
thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection?" Canst thou by the exercise of thine own reason 
and imagination sketch a pieture of God? He infinitely transcends 
our human understanding; and only when in the greatness of His 
grace, He condescends to unfold His purposes to His children, can we 
see Him, 'and believe Him, and trust in Him. 

11.-1 now desire to point out Some Directions.in which a Simiw 
Faith May be Exercised in This Present Day. The faith of ,Aibrahalll 
is the faith we all need. We need above all things to be taught to be· 
lieve God. 

I venture to say that the Christian revelation. the Scripture itself 
requires just such faith as this, in order to its true understanding. 1 
shall not quarrel with the man who depends upon his scholarship fOl 

the understanding of this Book. I am not at all surprised that hi 
should discover in it difficulties that not only challenge his reasOIl 
but which so transcend his reason that he is bound to reject i.t; :nO 
that it is against reason, but because it is above reason. This Bible ii 
a supernatural Book from beginning to end; and· no man can ·believl 

the Scripture unless he bas, elementarily, at least, the very faith 0 

Abraham. . 
I remember that in a certain discussion we had in a great meetinl 

not very many years ago a'bout this Book, some man rose and said i 
effect: "Do those who -profess to believe in the Divine inspiration an 
authority of the Scriptures, really consider the difficulties involved 
How is the Infinite Spirit really to speak to men?" And he thought b 
had propounded a great question. There came to my mind instantl 
a Scripture, "Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the duml 
or deaf, or the seeing, or the ·blind? have. not I the Lord?" As thoug 
God should say, "Can I make a man to' speale, and yet be una.ble 1 
speak Myself? C~n I make a man to write, and yet be unable to wri1 
Myself? Can I make a man who is able to communicate his thougl 
to another mind, and be unable Myself to communicate My thougl 
to the creatures I have made?" If God be but a Law, as say the Wis 
if He is but an impersonal Force, then there is great difficulty; but 
we believe God, there is no difficulty in believing that He has writtl 
a letter to His children, is there? The difficulty would be to belie' 
that He wQuld not do it. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so tl 
l.ord pitieth them that fear Him." 

And this Book in the very fir~t \'er~r challenges us to believe. 
you can believe the first v~rse of the Bible, you can believe eve 
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~::. word in it to the last word in Revelation .. Listen I "In die Ibeginniq-.'!" '. 
~', ~Were you there? Who was there? Who knows anything .a:DO~~ ;:"!.' 
'~/"the beginning".? "In the -beginning, God cre1lted the heaven and ~e:·,: .' > earth." ' The fir-st verse of Ge~esis implicitly claims Divine inspira~';:"! 
-< ',tion for itself/by whatever hand it was written; for only God,coill(r~ :::- 'I,' 
~:. speak of '.'t~e beginni~g." Yield yourselves to the challenge of~1ia'~' .:.: 

first verse and like Abraham say, "Amen,-God has spoken j I be~leve ' 
~: God !" If you believe that, 'you will have no difficulty with the rest. 
l'· I do not ,nean at once j but in the process of the discipline of life, and 
i. by the t~aching of the. Spirit of God, you will come to understan~. 
1\ You will have no difficulty, for instance, with the doctrine of the 
[,' ,Virgin Birth, if you believe God. There is nothing more difficult there 
~: than that which was involved in Abraham's faith. The fact is, the 
~ difficulty that is inseparable from the supernatural character of the 
~ Scripture'l!land the supernatural character of the birth of Christ..:.-t\le 
~f supernatutal character of His birth and mission-that difficulty al-
: ' .. ~~ys. st~nds in the way of human reason, and we can never surmoul1t 
k it until we 'believe God~but when we believe God, it is gone. I ~ 
.' '. Very well then, is there an unconverted man here this morning~ 
r,i" Can I find a bankrupt soul here this morning? Can I find a man whose 
f past is but a desolat~ 'wilderness? Can I find a man this morning 
~ wllo has rio power of will; no strength of purpose; no hope of ever 
t!I, recovering. :hims~lf. fr.om the ashes of the past in which sin has' de!l1-
~. '~oyed an~ buried' all 1li~ holiest expectations? Is there a man here 
l who says:' "It is no use .. ~ir; I have been to church, I used to go to 
r chun:h regularly .. but 'because I found no help in the church I aban-

I doned it." We ire glad to have people coming here who have not 
been to church for years. It is not unusual now for us to have peopl~ . 
in the congregation who say they ha,ve not been in any church fQf. 

Possibly there are some here this morning. You han turned 
. 'your back upon the -chur~~1and say you have found no help in orgaqf,' 

ized Christianity at .a11 ; you are disposed to raise all kinds of ob.~~:': 
.. jections. I want to tell you, my dear friends, that your hope is in God: . 

Can you believe God? Can you believe God as. revealed in Jesus 
:.Christ? "Let not your heart be trou'bled," said Jesus, "ye b~lieve in 
God"-i~ some vague infinite Spirit yonder-"Ye 'believe in 9od, b~-: 

also'in me. Let the faith which you have reposed in a God who 
,Is sovereign in distant realms, infinitely remote from human experi-
. !l1ce; which you have reposed in an infinite Omnipotence somewhere 
-let that faith now be transferred to Me. Ye believe in God, believe 
~Iso in me, for I am God, manifest in the flesh." ' 
• If that be so, let us go back to the first verse of our Book again: 
.'·In the begin'ning CJ'()d created the heaven and the earth. And th'e 
eart~ was \Yithout form, and void; and darkness was upon the face 
.~f tlie deep!' Are you any more hopeless than that, my brother? Is. 

, life any blacker; more destitute than that? "without form, and void,"
-Va plan or purpose; simply a human wreck-that is all that is left: 

ery well, then, believe God! For "If any man be in Christ, he is Ii. 
new creation; old things are passed away; behold, all things are be'hoille new." fie can make you over again; He can give you a new 
p ea~t; He can enfranchise your will; and clarify your judgment; and 
Qnfy your conscience; and cleanse your memory; and make yo~ a 

·IIo','!'IaI:
W man in Himself-if you believe God. That is what it is to be 

tI'ved-just to be1ieve that Jesus died to pay our debt; and that by 
, Ie power of His own grace, He can effect a complete transformation 
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of our lives, at last "presenting us faultless before the pr~sence of His 
glory with exceeding' joy." .' . . 

Let me now say this further word to you who are believers: W, 
should exercise this faith of Abraham in behalf of others. ,because that 
is what Abraham did. He believed that c~ntrary to the course of 
nature; in defiance of circumstances; in spite of the unprecedented 
character of the promise, A~raham believed that God would put in his 
home a son; that He would create a new personality; that out of death, 
life should come. The challenge-I do not like that word, let me say, 
the call of the word of God to all believers is to give God His proper 
place, and believe that He can bless the church with spiritual children; 
that He can bring His sons from far to sit ~own at "the marriage 
supper of the Lamb." 

I know how indifferent people are to religious appeals. I am 
quite aware that we are living in a day when men seem to be "lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God." I do not ignore the fact that 
the word of God is held by many in contempt. I am prepared to ac
knowledge that there are multitudes of the Lord's children who are 
at their wits' end to know what to do; and that the history of this 
Old Testament is being repeated when you say that the people of God 
have fallen upon evil times: for when political foes were multiplied; and 
the prestige of the kingdom was diminishing, and things were growing 
from bad to worse,-what did God's people do? They did everything 
but the right thing-they .went down to Egypt for help j they sought 
by organize~ political methods to postpone the inevitable disaster due 
to their unbelief. And yet there was but one way out of their difficul
ties, and that was to turn their hearts back to God; to believe God. 

And I confess that in our day, I despair of making things better by' 
the laying out of tennis courts, and the introduction of all sorts of 
allurements into the church. I have no expectation that men will be 
saved by the pulpit accommodating itself-if I may say it without 
offence-to the carnal standards of the unbelieving in the pew; by 
seeking to please and to persuade; I have no hope whatever that by 
that means souls are going to be saved. For when a soul is saved, 
there is a new creation; when a soul is really converted, God touches 
that ~oul with His own Almighty finger, and breathes into that soul 
"the breath of life"-and there is no substitute for that. 

"And, behold, there were· very many in the open valley," said 
Ezekiel when he went into the valley of dry bones-"and, la, they were 
verY dry. And he said unto me. Son of man, can these bones liver' 
That is the supreme question. Can a soul dead in trespasses and sins 
be made to live? We must answer, "No," unless we believe God. But 
if we believe God, then we may believe that the. worst sinners in Tor
onto may become the 'best of saints; that the most indifferent peopl! 
may become the most zealous for the Lord.' . 

Our only hope is in God; and therefore, let us honour Him witb 
our faith, and patiently wait for our Isaacs. Abraham had to wtit I 
long time. Very likely every day Abraham spread the promise oj 
the Lord before Him, saying to Him, "I am waiting; I am waitin~; J 
am still waiting for the fulfilment of the promise." And at last Go~ 
answered him. and the child of the promise wa!'t ·born. I quote ~ 
alrain, "We then, brethren, as Isaac was. are the children of promise.' 
We are here because God promised we should be here j and others wil 
be here because God has promised. That is,w,hy we are meeting Molt 
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day, Wednesday and Saturday-and I trust every day bowing our 
knees before God, saying to the Lord God Almighty, "Do as thou 
h,ast said." , 

I shall carry it just this one step further, and I have done. Our 
outlook should be wider than our own church, and our own family, 
and our own city, and our own country. 

I shall never forget- I may ,perhaps have told you before, but if 
I have, I repeat it-I shall never forget some years ago driving through 
the country with the late Dr. John G. Paton. We were alone together 
talking about the things of God; and as we passed a certain house I 
pointed to it, and told him of a young lady who had been recently 
converted in that home, and baptized; although her father was a pro
fessed infidel. She had had no help at home, but she had been really 
converted. I told Dr. Paton about it in a few words. He turned to 
me full of interest. And he said. "She really believed on the Lord 
Jesus, did she?" I said, "Yes." "She was really converted, was she?" 
I said, "Yes." He said, "Praise God"-and, literally tears of joy rolled 
down his cheeks. He did not know her, and never expected to see her; 
but, like his Master, he had a heart big enough to love all the fallen 
sons of men, and shared the gladness of the angels over a sinn-er re- ' 
penting. " 

So ought our thought and interest to extend to China, where our 
Brother Barham is going, and wh~r:e Brother Cecil-Smith an4 othe~s ." ') 
whom we love have gone; to India, where we have members of thiS ' 
church labouring fur the Lord; to South America; to Africa; and t 
Europe; to the Islands of the sea; and to all parts of our own coulltry. 
Can we not vicariously exercise the fait!h of Abraham? Can we ,not 
believingly pray for a world-wide revival? 

Indeed, rooking upon this old and war-scourged, sin-cursed earth 
of ours, is there any hope for it? Yes; I believe there is 'in "that 
bl'essed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
S,,"viour Jesus Christ." But may there nQt be some great spiritual 
visitation before then? May we not see religious revivals here, there, 
yonder, even to the uttermost parts of the earth? Can you believe in 
a religious revival in the heart of Europe, for instance; in Russia i i~ 
rationalistic Germany? Can we believe? Is there any chance of it? 
Absolutely none; unless we believe God. God can bring it about-
nothing is impossible to Him. ' 
. T"~refore, I call you in the name of the Lord, as you pray, thank
!ng God for the resurrection of which we ourselves have been the sub
Jects, for the new creation which we ourselves have experienced; and 
lOoking out upon our own families, and upon our own neighbours and 
friends-our fellow-citizens in this country, and the~ even to the 
uttermost parts of the earth-let us pray with a new faith such as 
Abraham had! 
II What was Abraham's faith? "In thee"-and as yet he had no son-:-; , 
;hall all nations of the earth be blessed." And faith of the quality of 

braham's will pray and believe for the blessing of God to come u~n 
a~ nations. How sad to hear men talk of God as though He were no more 
t an man. What was Abraham's conception of God? He thought of 
God as one who could and would bless all nations of the earth; Who 
~as over al\, ble!'ised forever! And 0 the wonder of it, that the bless
Ing should come upon the whole world through him, through his seed 
~ -a lonely m.n, without. son I And God s.id, "Abraham, I will m.ke 

tou a ch.nnel of blessing 10 .11 "",tions of the .. rtb," And Abraham 
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Our;~~~~~t'~"iast,Satp,d&¥!in tJ!e .~e.w~~er.s ,~Fi~'~
I!POI1B.e. Applia&iODJI for~ tWs ,ll'UI1lb.et, of l'.Jle: W,i.,.... il.v~ t:OfII~, fr.om 
over the ~o.trr. aael. .. t .the .. ~ eli gpiJ'lg .tp Ipress.lett~s a:re ,Itm ~PDu,r~' 
This ilia answer Ib~inaDy:.anQdir~s .cpn~illl\cf in these leUers., , 

Fits.t: We' '.J1iI haviiag ,an enr. suoply, q~ this number :Pria 1!e4 , alJd, 
tional c:opiu.can: be \ohtWne4, .t ,.~ CIlnts !~ch. .I t .costs five. ~e.Dt. It -COU 

pnnt th~l"ntl R~J4len1'-o'ofIJaiJ.thell1. not,counting the CQlit pC 'CII1J1'11lo~ 
la-bor. I~ul ,we haft :sup;di.4\ dle first Ass11e at ,6ft ce.nts each ,""p"t!r CQ~ 
intro4uc:e T~ ~1 Wltl)es8. Ii. the message of this n""D"er,tis '" .... Iue 
invite those wb.o ~ fQr a:4ditional cQPies to c:o-operatle wiJb \Iii. when!' 
~e. bysendiPB ~ small cDnl~ibution; but liu "Dy event all or-,den far coPite 
six cents each wilt be filled. 

, Secopdl,:: ~aD'y ,have ePQuirt,li tbe ,CQst pf 1'he Witlle. per year.' 
~del's will IUJderstand ,that :WI; carE:Y no advertiseme.nts. and have as yet 
subscription list. TIu; cost of publication is met by special contribution. 
hesitate to assume an ,ob)igation. !Bpt the actual cost of prin~ing and 
would be a little over $3.00 a \year per copy. This seems a high price 
compared with the price of established periodicals, but we cannot, al yet, 
duce it for Jess. The Witness has received such a welcome flbat we feel 
future is assured; and on consideration we have decided to offer The 
Witness from now until ,the end of February for $1.50. The message of 
week is unusually long. The sermon in the regular issue, and wbich is 
stenographically reported, will ~ccup)' the firit six pages. 

To tlu: mi",isterl to w)1om this Witnr:n, COIIICB we intend to send 
wi~eU weekIY~D~' the" middle of September as sample .copies. 'b, 
time the, will -be able !to judge of the paper';s usefulness. 

We hereb,Y ,expre&S our great appreciati(m of the hosts of aorreapoo 
who, in sendiu.IJ .beir applications for this number, have exp~es8ed 'a .., 
ipterest in tbe wor.k Df Jarv.is Street Church. and their endorsiation of' 
thi~gs w~ stand i~r:' ,God ,bless you. every 'ane I 

II this message is used to briq blessing to an,.. and if its teach ; ... _ 

the need of those who read it ... ute to the c:hurch oSce infonllbta us fA f 
.fact would greetl)' -enc:o.ale' US ill oar work. 

Note: The length of ,the message of this number has made it neccssa\'f 
hol~ over other imp~nt material until next week. 

" 

,', 
..... • r..-.. ~. ,,: ,::,:.;:, 

, .... '.".,... • ., , , • :',1', ' 

For '.the wc~ .bc"ai~ SlQldv. Aul. 2Otbo·1t22o 
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. \ 8U'NDAY ";",',"'" " .-1" ' 

'1,-

" 
• ., I • :'1 t i~' . . .... . 

IO.fJOI-Pra~ Semce"m the Church P.a~loj-" ifr •. ,~P'B~ qre~ .. , .. . 
10.30-~Oa Senice. " " '''',: ,;" ",., 
U.OO-PablicfWotahlp.' TJ'te Pastor will prea!:":,. '" :: oj, .''''''~ 
3.00-The Bible -...001 'wilt me~t. ".', , ',:' , ' . ,.'".:1 > .. 

Z.~.A.lrIW~,wifh the Goip~l ~r. !'4artiP.1 ~pm,Jarrif,smectD 
!i.~n-Open-Air Semce on Gerrard Stre~t.' 'I. , :" '. ,,1 ' 

6.8&--PnJer Meeting 'in Church Parlor~ • , , ',; : ,',';, 
7.00--,PabHc Worship. The Pastor will preacb. 

MONDAY. WEDNESDAY ana SATURDAY-41.~~y.e.r ~ 
THURSDA Y-8.00-0pen Air Senice. Gerrard St. p~ of: 

Gv.cIeII ,s. . ' , • 
The ParUa_t Bt. Brauch, 250 Parliament St. 8~i"Btllte ,Se4tao\ 

, _. 1",-1,." h" '''r ,,,r T 'M'i-R'AV. 7JOO: _ 


